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Statistics 
 
Table 1: MATSEC Advanced Level Philosophy, May 2011 
Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 8 34 57 20 16 51 19 205 

Total % 3.9 16.6 27.8 9.8 7.8 24.9 9.3 100 
 

Section A: Logic  

Many candidates appeared to be well prepared to answer this part of the exam. In 
fact the section appeared to be the one in which the largest amount of marks was 
accumulated.  It has been generally noticed that although candidates showed 
confidence when answering those questions which had already appeared in past 
papers, difficulty was encountered when giving answers to new questions or 
questions which did not make an appearance in the past few years.  This may be an 
indication that whilst studying, candidates are relying exclusively on memorising 
answers and working past papers rather than seeing to acquire a good 
understanding of the subject.  

Section B: Philosophy of Language  

There was no general preference towards one question over the other.  It has been 
noticed however that there is a growing unease when it comes to answering this 
part of the exam.  Those candidates who chose to answer Question 3 (Discuss the 
contribution of speech act theory to the philosophy of language) were generally 
familiar with the key philosophers who led a study of the subject, and although 
some were able to construct the essay in a relatively well-structured manner, the 
rest were only able to sketchily outline the main concepts mentioned by each 
figure.  Many of those who answered Question 4 (Discuss the way language can be 
used (a) as the basis of morality and (b) to talk about God) were usually able to 
answer the second part of the question and often ignored the first part completely 
or else gave a very vague answer.  

Section C:  History of Philosophy  

The vast majority of the candidates opted for question 5 (How would you describe 
the enduring importance of the work of the Presocratic philosophers?).  The most 



common mistake was to write all there is to say about every Presocratic 
philosopher, often running into very lengthy descriptions, without actually 
explaining why the work of the Presocratic philosophers is really ‘enduring’.   
Many of those who chose to answer question 6 (Explain Aristotle’s theory of the 
soul) were familiar with the main relevant concepts although there appeared to be 
confusion between the work of Aristotle and his master Plato.  

 

Paper 2 

 
Section A: Ethics 

The general problem with Ethics is that candidates sometimes focus too little on 
the philosophical concepts, and too much on the issues themselves, be it future 
generations or sexuality. In the case of question 1 (’Treat the earth well. We do not 
inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.’ Consider the 
ethical implications of this statement), candidates discussed environmental issues 
and sustainable development without delving into the ethical implications related 
to future generations. In the case of question 2 (“Human beings communicate not 
only verbally but also by means of gestures and actions.” Discuss this statement in 
the context of human sexuality), candidates delved into the issues related to sex 
without referring to the ethical concept of sexuality as a communicative action. 

 

Section B: Ancient Texts 

The vast majority of candidates showed that they do not truly understanding the 
concepts behind the texts, and are simply learning model answers by heart. Many 
candidates did not manage to write a proper essay which relates to the actual 
question. The majority opted for question 3 (Outline Plato’s view on the Good as 
the ultimate object of knowledge), where most of the essays were so generic that it 
was evident that candidates were simply writing all they had learnt about Plato, 
with very little effort, if at all, to link the concepts to the idea of the Good. Those 
few candidates who opted for question 4 (What according to Aristotle, is the goal 
of human life? What reasons does he give for his position?) managed to 



successfully connect Aristotle’s concepts together to answer the question 
satisfactorily, so performed better overall. None of the candidates who opted for 
question 5 (If God made all things, did he also create evil? How does Augustine 
answer this question?), who were in the absolute minority, could answer the 
question correctly, so it is clear that candidates are struggling considerably when it 
comes to this particular text. 

 

Section C: Modern and Contemporary Texts 

Once again, like in Section B, most candidates were simply writing what they had 
learnt by heart in their studies, with very little effort to link to the questions 
themselves. However, candidates performed better in question 8 (According to 
Charles Taylor there are some serious failings in modern culture. What are these 
failings and what solutions does Taylor propose?) than in question 6 (Discuss the 
mind-body problem in the philosophy of Descartes), perhaps because Taylor’s 
Ethics of Authenticity is more contemporary and relatable for candidates than 
Descartes’ Meditations. In question 8, the majority managed to correctly identify 
and explain the three malaises of modernity, but a large number of candidates did 
not move from these to the solutions that Taylor proposes. In the case of question 
6, candidates typically delved into a long description of how Descartes moves from 
doubting everything to proving the existence of the body (via his famous cogito), 
but failed to discuss the mind-body problem and the concepts behind dualism at 
all. No candidate attempted question 7 (Discuss J.S. Mill’s views on freedom in On 
Liberty). 
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