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SEC SPANISH LANGUAGE 
MAY 2011 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

Summary of Results 
 

Grade   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs 
Paper l and 2A 

Candidates (N) 23 30 40 49 22 � � 15 9 
Percentage 12.2 16.0 21.3 26.1 11.7 � � 8.0 4.8 

Paper l and 2B 
Candidates (N) � � � 15 26 17 15 18 9 
Percentage � � � 15.0 26.0 17.0 15.0 18.0 9.0 

Totals 
Candidates (N) 23 30 40 64 48 17 15 33 18 
Percentage 8.0 10.4 13.9 22.2 16.7 5.9 5.2 11.5 6.3 

 
General Comments  
 
The syllabus introduced in 2010 set the standards and the format for this year’s exam and marking 
percentages: 
 
Paper I carried 55% of the total marks divided into two sections: 

Part 1:  Listening Comprehension (15%) and Conversation (15%)  
Part 2: Multiple choice Grammar (10%), Cloze Test (10%) and Cultural Component (5%)   

 
Paper ll A and II B carried 45% of total marks, consisting of 3 Exercises: Reading Comprehension (20%), 
Essay (20%) and a Guided Dialogue (5%).   
 
As in last year’s paper, no role-play was employed to test oral skills as recent studies on language testing 
indicate that role-play exercises require the candidate to employ acting skills as well as language skills. A 
list of prompts was given to examiners to stimulate and aid the candidates who had a choice of three 
topics. This year, instead of a written topic, the third option was a picture which the students could 
describe or develop a story or speak subjectively or objectively about. This visual stimulus aided some of 
the candidates who managed to employ adequate vocabulary. Overall the conversation performance was 
satisfactory although some students relied on their knowledge of Italian. 
 
The Listening Comprehension task which has 2 parts, one short text with five questions and one long text 
with ten questions, presented little difficulty to most candidates who fared well in this section. The Cloze 
test had a word bank including 5 redundant words. 
  
Candidates opting for Paper 2A obtained grades ranging from 1 to 5,  whilst the  2B candidates’ results 
ranged from top grade 4 to lowest 7. The unclassified grade of U was assigned to candidates who, in the 
opinion of the examiners, did not reach the required minimum grade level of the aggregate of the two 
papers. It is to be noted that according to the the CEF (Common European  Framework) Grades 1, 2 and 
3 correspond to a B1 level. Grades 4 and 5 correspond to an A2 level and Grades 6 and 7 indicate a level 
lower than A2. 
  
The number of candidates who registered for both papers this year was 288.  There were 188 Candidates 
for the A Paper and 100 for the B version.   Overall there were 18 less candidates than last year.  
 
 
 
 
 



SEC Examiners’ Report – May 2011 

3 

Comments on Paper 1  
 
In the Oral exam, the level of the conversation skills of the candidates mostly corresponded to their 
performance in their writing skills. 
 
The Listening Comprehension task featured 2 texts for the second year running and the candidates fared 
well, with most achieving a pass grade. 
 
In Paper I Part 2,  there was a marked improvement with the Cloze test that included a ten word  bank 
and five redundant words. The text for the Cloze Test was about ‘Social Networks’ and the vocabulary 
was of a higher difficulty level this year. Still, the candidates fared considerably well. The performance in 
the Cultural Component as well as the Grammar Exercise was satisfactory. In fact, many candidates 
scored full marks for The Cultural Component as the general knowledge required according to the 
syllabus is minimal and solely about Spain.   
 
Comments on Paper 2 A  
 
Paper 2 A 
Generally the candidates did well in the Reading Comprehension.  However, many did not manage to 
answer the first question correctly. The level of the compostions in many cases was good – a marked 
improvement from last year. There was some reliance and, naturally, some interference with Italian and 
French. There were some difficulties with number, gender, noun, adjective agreement and verb 
conjugations.  Misuse of the indefinite article was very common as in [un otro hombre].  The Guided 
Dialogue, which had a very simple interaction between a potential guest and a hotel receptionist, was 
quite easy for many candidates although minor mistakes like accents or spelling were still penalised. 
 
Reading Comprehension 
Q. 1: Most candidates did not answer correctly, indicating they did not understand the title of the text, 
meaning that they did not understand the 3rd person plural conjugation of the verb [tener] [tienen] and that 
[le] was the indirect object pronoun referring to [al viernes santo] the indirect object (complemento 
indirecto). 
Q. 4: Many candidates misunderstood [Quiénes] the relative pronoun that refers exclusively to persons (in 
this case plural) and totally misunderstood this question. However in Q. 6 [Quién] with the complement of 
the question being simpler and obvious, most candidates inferred as to what was being asked and 
answered perfectly. 
 
Q. 8: The candidates had to know the vocabulary of the given three words in order to find their opposites 
in the text. Many were unaware of the meaning of the adjective [semejantes] and some had difficulty with 
understanding the adverb [siempre] and were unable to select the correct opposite forms i.e. [distintos] 
and [nunca].  Most students understood the verb [terminar] and selected the correct opposite [empezar] 
from the text. 
 
The remaining questions could be lifted and/or inferred from the text and were managed well by most 
candidates. 
 
Essay 
This year three titles were selected quite evenly, with the most popular being choice (b) which related to 
the Internet. This further proves that candidates will produce writing when the topic is something tangible 
and related to their lives, in this case, the Internet. The second most popular was choice (c) where ideally 
the conditional tense would have been employed.  Since it was not specifically asked for, the present 
tense was accepted, conjugated correctly. The third choice (d) was a report to entice tourists to visit 
Malta. Only a couple of candidates selected the fourth choice (a) as they had to continue the story in the 
past tense.  
 
It is evident that many candidates still have difficulty in conjugating verbs correctly and in using the right 
tense.  As in previous years there was some interference and/or reliance on the sister languages and 
Maltese and English.  
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Guided Dialogue 
The guided dialogue is an opportunity for the candidates to demonstrate their conversation through 
writing and this year, when compared to most past years, the candidates fared better.  Most were able to 
complete this exercise without too much difficulty. The part that seemed most daunting for most 
candidates was the first answer. Many marks were lost due to punctuation or lack of. 
 
Comments on Paper 2 B  
 
Generally the candidates struggled in the reading comprehension. As in the A Paper, many did not 
manage to answer the first question correctly. The level of the compostions in many cases was 
unsatisfactory as there was heavy reliance on other languages and some did not manage to write half of 
the amount required or anything at all. There were difficulties with number, gender, noun, adjective 
agreement and verb conjugations. The Guided Dialogue, similar to the A Paper, which had a very simple 
interaction between a potential guest and a hotel receptionist, was manageable for many candidates 
although mistakes like accents or spelling were still penalised. 
 
Reading Comprehension 
For the first time the text selected was extracted from the Paper A Comprehension text, with a lower level 
of difficulty. The majority of candidates scored a pass mark in this exercise. 
 
Q. 1: Very few candidates answered this question correctly. As with the A candidates, they did not really 
understand the structure and therefore the title and the last phrase. 
 
Q. 6: This question was repeated for the B Paper and the relative pronoun [Quién]  presented in this 
question was answered mostly correctly.  
 
The remainder of the questions posed some difficulty. 
 
Essay 
The choice of titles was like the A Paper as these were very broad topics and the fourth option was the 
picture composition. Although the picture composition required basic vocabulary about waking up and 
starting the day, most candidates opted for the Internet topic. The general performance was fair to poor. 
There was heavy reliance on sister languages, Maltese, English and in some cases even German. Many 
wrote half the amount required.  Some scripts were left blank and some had just a couple of lines which 
indicates that many candidates lack basic vocabulary or any knowledge of Spanish at all. There were 
problems with conjugating verbs or using the right tense. 
 
Guided Dialogue  
Comments are the same as for the A Dialogue which was similar except that the B version had prompts in 
the answer lines.  
 
Suggestions and Recommendations  
It has been noted that this year the A candidates were better able to distinguish the equivalents of [haber] 
[ser] and [estar]  and employed [tener]  appropiately. However, Present Indicative of Regular Verbs, i.e. 
the Three Verb Conjugations and parts of the conjugated verbs need to be repeatedly taught and revised. 
Only then can the students learn the future, past, conditional and other tenses. The different uses of the 
relative pronouns [que] and [quienes] need to be stressed more. Attention should be given to the use and 
omission of the indefinite article especially before [otro]. Direct and indirect objects and pronouns need to 
be revised. The A Papers were satisfactory but the B Papers were not up to SEC standard. It is strongly 
advised that the 2010 syllabus should be consulted well in order to prepare the study plan and when 
lesson plans are devised or imparted. Teachers should encourage students to go through the syllabus 
thoroughly.  
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
November 2011 


