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AM GEOGRAPHY
MAY 2015 SESSION

EXAMINERS’ REPORT

Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 3 12 15 11 6 6 2 55

% OF TOTAL 5.5 21.8 27.3 20.0 10.9 10.9 3.6 100

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

General comments

Examinations

A total of 55 candidates registered for the Advanced Matriculation Geography (AM 13) examination in
the May 2015 session. Two candidates were absent both for the submission of the fieldwork reports and
the three examination sittings. Four other candidates, though they sat for the examination sessions,
failed to submit part or all of the requested field reports. In all 53 candidates sat for Paper 1 and Paper 2
and Paper 3.  The examination consisted of three papers.  Each paper consisted of three sections and
the candidates were to select one question from each section.

For Paper I, the questions which were mostly selected were Section A Question 3 (69.8 per cent),
Section B Question 5 (64.1 per cent) and Section C Question 8 (45.3 per cent). With regards to Paper II
the questions that were mostly selected were Section A Question 2 (41.5 per cent), Section B Question 5
(49.1 per cent) and Section C Question 9 (50.9 per cent). The questions mostly answered in Paper III
were Section A Question 1 (52.8 per cent) Section B Question 5 (67.9 per cent) and Section C Question
7 (52.8 per cent).

The performance of the candidates varied between moderately good to fairly good with the largest
cohorts obtaining a Grade C. The performance of the candidates is not strikingly different when
compared to that of previous examination sessions. It was noticed though, that this year, there was a
less strong cohort of preferred questions by the candidates.  The choices of the questions were less
clustered around the same questions and this is a positive indication that the examinations sessions
offered a more balance set of questions in terms of content preference.

There is still room for improvement with regards to the areas of recommendations proposed by the
examiners in previous years; mainly that generally candidates tend to prefer to answer questions that
reflect general knowledge or experienced events, rather than select questions which entail more theory-
based geographic knowledge or analytical thinking. Reasons why candidates fail to obtain higher marks
were varied such as not reading the question in full and thus failing to provide relevance to the question
in the answers. Questions replied with generic answers, or and at times irrelevant discussion points, led
to deduction of marks.
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In addition, some candidates showed weak knowledge of statistical techniques for ex. cumulative
percentage, a type of data output commonly used in graphs and tables in Geography. At Advanced level,
it is expected from the candidates to also make full use of technical terms and have also a good
command of the English Language.

Reports

Overall, the moderators were in agreement with the marks assigned by the tutors for the two fieldtrip
reports and the individual reports.

As guidance, this report is providing the following comments and recommendations for both types of
reports:

i. Some of the reports were not clearly structured, with aims and objectives, methodology, results,
analysis and conclusion. Sketches were not up to standard; these were usually not clear and did
not have any annotations or title.

ii. References were not properly cited and sometimes not included in text.
iii. Maps need to always include orientation sign and scale and source information if these are

copied from on-line resources such as Google Earth, MEPA Map Server etc.
iv. In some instances figures were not clearly labelled making it difficult for the reader to understand

what the data represented.
v. Candidates need to specify on the front page of the report whether the report is the individual

report or the fieldtrip report.
vi. Candidates need to indicate also the title of their project, as this would help the moderator

understand what the project is about.
vii. A large proportion of the short-term field reports do not merit full marks due to a number of the

above-mentioned shortcomings. It is recommended that full marks are only given to reports that
show an overall high standard of presentation, discussion and geographic report writing
techniques.

It is also being recommended to the tutors marking the projects to also provide a breakdown of marks
assigned per project. The assessment criteria may be endorsed with the projects (both for the individual
report and the fieldtrip reports) as this will provide a breakdown of marks. For the individual report, there
is already an assessment criteria table in the AM13 Geography syllabus, which the tutors may avail of,
as an endorsement. For the fieldtrip reports, tutors are encouraged to read the AM13 syllabus guidelines
for the fieldtrip report and provide a brief justification note of their marking with reference to these
guidelines. In this way the moderator can understand the line of assessment thought of the tutor.

Paper I

Section A: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 1

The question was answered by about 20 percent of the candidates sitting for the exam. Overall, students
provided good examples of valley systems in the Maltese Islands in (a) and had a relatively good idea of
the meaning of dry valleys. The answers to question (c) were overall incomplete, with few candidates
describing in detail how faulting (first) and river erosion (later) played a fundamental role in the formation
of valleys in the Maltese Islands.
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Question 2

Only 5 candidates opted for this question. Most candidates found it difficult to clearly distinguish between
the two ecosystems and contrasting answers to what each habitat represented were given. In (b)
candidates mostly focused on the type of flora and fauna found in a saline marshland with little emphasis
on how this ecosystem changes during the various seasons as a result of the climatic conditions
experienced throughout the year.

Question 3

This was by far the most selected question from Section A with about 65 percent of the candidates opting
for it. In (a) a sound knowledge of the difference between ‘natural’ and ‘accelerated’ soil erosion was
observed, although not many candidates gave examples of the latter in their answer. In (b) few
candidates made a distinction between the direct and indirect factors contributing to soil erosion. Although
many gave a relatively long list of drivers of soil erosion, many of these were not always of relevance to
the Maltese Islands but were more significant on a global scale. The detail envisaged in this question,
which carried 16 marks, was only achieved by a limited number of candidates from the large number
opting for this question.

Section B: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 4

This question was answered by a small number of candidates (10 i.e. 19 per cent). In Question 4a most
students were familiar with the alternative name of aquaculture (fish farming). None of the students
mentioned the alternative name of shellfish farming. With regard to the definition of aquaculture, a
considerable number of candidates gave a sufficient reply. However very few candidates provided a full
definition. In question 4b the majority of candidates were familiar with the areas where aquaculture is
practiced in Malta. However there were some that had repetitions in their replies, for example San Lucjan
and Marsaxlokk. In question 4c, most of the arguments on the effects of aquaculture on the economic
situation of Maltese fishermen were reasonable. In question 4d, most of the candidates focused on
pollution issues and the negative effects on species and the ecosystem. Yet for some candidates ideas
were not clear. There were some who mixed aquaculture with traditional fishing practices as well as with
fresh water supplies.

Question 5

This question was answered by the majority of candidates (34. i.e. 64 per cent). In questions 5a, most
candidates defined a ‘sun seeker’ tourist literally as a tourist searching for the sun. A considerable
number of candidates also listed the fact that such tourists want to avoid cold weather. Yet, very few
candidates listed other socio-demographic aspects as middle-aged, professional worker/officer
worker/retired. In question 5b the majority of candidates just described the infographic and did not discuss
it (as asked in the question). Except from a minor number of answers, most candidates had reasonable
explanations for the factors that can lead to the tourists’ experience being below their expectations and on
what could be done to improve such experience. The latter were mainly related to improvement in
transport services, reduction in pollution, increase in tourist attractions (particularly in summer) as well as
management and cleaning up of beaches. With reference to question 5c, although most candidates
explained the importance of tourism in Malta, the discussion on how it actually contributes to the
economic development was slightly weak. However most candidates discussed employment and the
generation of income through the visitors’ expenditure.
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Question 6

This question was answered by the smallest number of candidates (9 i.e. 17 per cent). In question 6a
most candidates mixed up the definition of site and situation. Only one candidate gave the coordinate
details when describing the site of the Freeport. With reference to the situation, most candidates just
listed that it is in Birzebbugia. There were a couple of candidates who mixed it up with the function of the
Freeport.  In question 6b, answers were satisfactory however few candidates discussed the two main
geographic aspects together i.e. the geopolitical strategic position and the location in an inlet that forms a
harbour. Some candidates did not actually understand what is meant by the geographic situation. In
question 6c most answers were up to standard and candidates mainly focused on air, marine, visual and
noise pollution as well as on the threats to the flora and fauna. Few candidates discussed the land
reclamation.

Section C: Fieldwork and Statistical Techniques

20 candidates answered Question 7, the majority (24) chose Question 8, whilst 9 candidates chose
Question 7.

Question 7

A few candidates did not explain in detail the various terms and how are they measured, for example the
‘channel slope’ was only described as the shape of the river and how it affects its velocity. Furthermore, in
the second part of the question most of the candidates had difficulty in interpreting the formula. For
instance ‘R’ was often mistaken for the roughness co-efficient instead of the hydraulic radius

Question 8

Seven candidates performed satisfactorily in this question, with marks ranging from a pass to very good.
There were candidates who had no knowledge of what is the Lorenz Curve and so did not answer the first
part of the question. Students were guided to plot out the graph (Question 8C), by being first requested
to work out the rank and cumulative percentage (Question 8b). Yet the students failed to make that link,
when asked to plot of the Lorenz Curve (Question 8c), with rank versus cumulative percentage. There
were candidates who also worked the cumulative percentage wrong: instead of working it by adding the
% according to the ranking, they added the % according to the list in the table provided.

Question 9

Most of the candidates did not know the definition of the terms mentioned in the first part of the question.
However, they seemed to know the difference and what the two graphs mentioned in the second part of
the question.
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Paper II

Section A: Atmospheric Processes

Question 1

A total of 11 candidates attempted this question. In (a) most answers focused on explaining how
atmospheric stability forms rather than focusing on a definition with some answers being too long for the
number of marks assigned. The most common mistake relating to question (b) was that few students
discussed the different conditions between day and night vis-à-vis atmospheric stability. Most answers
focused on explaining land and sea breezes, the difference between DALR and SALR and how different
pressure systems led to different weather conditions. Indeed, the term atmospheric stability was seldom
mentioned in most answers.

Question 2

A good number of candidates opted for this question. However, only a very small percentage had a sound
understanding of the factors required for the formation of Mediterranean hurricanes. Most candidates
gave an account of the conditions needed for the formation of tropical cyclones instead of discussing the
specific factors that are likely needed for the formation of ‘medicanes’. Candidates fared better in question
(c) although the tendency was to focus more on the effects of tropical cyclones rather than to try to
describe the impacts in a Mediterranean context.

Question 3

This question was chosen by a total of 20 candidates. There were marked variations in the quality of
written answers in (a) and (b). A handful of candidates gave a very thorough description of the trends of
annual rainfall in the Sahel region with specific reference to wet and dry periods during the 20th century.
On the other hand, less than half of the respondents made a clear reference to the northwards shift of the
ITCZ as an explanation for the occurrence of the rainfall periods in summer. Most candidates limited
themselves to explain how a low pressure area forms in the area shown by the diagram as a result of the
convergence of the dry north-easterlies and the moist south-westerlies. Very few candidates opted to give
plausible explanations for the changing trends displayed in Figure 2 i.e. the persistent decline in rainfall in
the Sahel since late 1960s.

Section B: Geomorphology

Question 4

The question was answered by a total of 12 candidates. Most of the respondents showed a good
understanding of the processes responsible for wind erosion in desert environments. They also produced
valid diagrams and overall good explanations of the formation of desert pavements, rock pedestals and
yardangs. However, some of the answers to (b) were quite concise and lacked the necessary detail
expected from a question carrying 18 marks.
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Question 5

A total of 14 candidates opted for this question with most of them fairing rather poorly in their answers. In
(a) answers mostly focused on marine erosional processes with barely any reference to sub-aerial
weathering processes and mass movement phenomena. Candidates exhibited a poor understanding of
the processes leading to the formation of vertical and sloping beds and how both types of geological
structure may affect the cliff profiles as shown in Figure 4.

Question 6

More than half of the candidates responded to this question. However, only a handful of candidates
clearly explained the processes related to oxidization in profiles 1 and 2 and waterlogging and/or gleying
in soil profile 4. Answers to (a) were overall satisfactory with most candidates showing a fair
understanding of the relationship between topography and drainage across a soil catena. Candidates
gave quite vague answers to (c) which dealt with the soil catena as an open system.

Section C: Biospheric Processes and Patterns

The majority of the candidates (27) chose to answer question 9, followed by question 7 that was
answered by 18 candidates and question 8 answered by 8 candidates.

Question 7

Most of the candidates knew what food chain and trophic level were as well as had good knowledge of
the 4 main stages of the trophic levels. However, in the second part of the question they were required to
draw a diagram. These were often unclear and did not contain the required information. Technical words
were lacking in some of the answers.

Question 8

The answers for the first part of the question were very lacking. Candidates did not know the role of pH.
For example, they did not explain the range of ph and that each number represents a tenfold changing in
acidity and alkaline. For the second part of the question there were some candidates who only wrote what
was already written in the diagrams. For an A-level standard, candidates are expected to analyse and
write their own thoughts.

Question 9

This question was very popular among the candidates and most of them knew the climatic and vegetation
pattern of the biome. Nevertheless, technical words such as emergent’s, canopy etc were lacking. In the
second part of the question, most of the candidates did not make particular reference to any case studies
and problems mentioned were poor.
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Paper III

Section A: Human Geography and the Developing World

Question 1

This question was answered by the largest number of candidates (28 i.e. 53 per cent). In Question 1a
candidates had to interpret a population density map. A considerable number of candidates discussed
such a map in satisfactory manner making reference to dense and sparsely populated countries in
different continents. However there were a considerable number of candidates who discussed several
developed countries (despite the question being focused on developing countries). Other candidates
deviated absolutely from the map and discussed the Demographic Transition Model and factors that lead
to high birth rate.

In Question 1b the majority of candidates went out of point. The question was about major factors that
affect densely populated areas with examples from the developing world. The major factors that could
have been mentioned were physical characteristics, climate, vegetation, fertile soil, water supplies,
resources, communications, economy and political issues. However the largest number of candidates
discussed the consequences and effects of a densely populated area such as pollution, unemployment,
poor water quality, poverty, cheap labour, spread of diseases, lack of space etc.  A very small number of
candidates replied to this question in the correct manner.

Question 2

This question was answered by the smallest number of candidates (7 i.e. 13 per cent). However most
candidates did well in this question. In question 2a, candidates showed good knowledge about the
concepts of sustainable development with reference to the Mossi people of Burkino Faso in their
indigenous agricultural practices. The main point missing was the discussion on the future generations. In
question 2b, answers were overall satisfactory and the main conservation technique discussed was
contour ploughing. In question 2c, answers were a bit too generic rather than just focusing on indigenous
farmers. Yet most of the answers were sufficiently good.

Question 3

This question was answered by 18 candidates (34 per cent). In question 3a, most candidates discussed
migration as the other additional factor (apart from births and deaths) that affects population increase.
However most candidates lacked from focusing on immigration, explaining that population increases
when the number of immigrants exceeds the number of emigrants. The main examples given were from
the European context (including Malta).  A small number of candidates still discussed birth rate in this
question and did not consider immigration. In question 3b, the majority of candidates replied correctly
(environmental burden) and sufficiently discussed the four major effects of the environmental burden.  A
small number of candidates rather than discussing the environmental burden just focused on the lack of
resources.
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Section B: Issues in Resource Management

The majority (36 candidates) of the candidates answered Question 5 followed by Question 6 (17
candidates).

Question 4

No one answered question 4

Question 5

Some of the candidates did not explain very well the reasons for the tension between the developed and
developing countries. However, all candidates knew the disadvantages and advantage of two renewable
resources.

Question 6

Most of the candidates knew the difference between the two terms. On the other hand, discussion on
both the second and third parts of the question was lacking, mainly ending up focusing on deforestation
and afforestation.

Section C: The Geography of tourism and recreation

Question 7

This question was answered by the largest number of candidates (53 per cent) - most of them did well.
Candidates were aware of the positive and negative impacts that the high speed train route linking China
with Europe would have on the tourism industry. Most answers were related to a shorter travel time, a
boost in the economy, an easier access between Europe and Asia as well as an increase in tourists
visiting more countries. Most replies on the negative factors were related to environment degradation, bad
effect on airlines, cultural conflicts and overcrowding. In question 7b replies were overall sufficient
however candidates could have elaborated further on the improvement in accessibility and mobility and
the importance of infrastructure that links different countries from one node to another.

Question 8

This question was answered by the smallest number of candidates (8 i.e. 15 per cent). Overall,
candidates showed a good understanding of the term “success breeds success” (Gunner Myrdal).
However a very small number of candidates mentioned the terms “multiplier effect”, “cumulative
causation” and “growth poles”. The examples given in this section were also quit weak. In question 8b,
candidates showed a fair knowledge about two patterns that are defined by Myrdal’s model. Yet, only a
small number of candidates gave a full proper answer to this question.
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Question 9

This question was answered by 17 candidates (32 per cent). In question 9a most candidates sufficiently
discussed four environmental impacts on Kenya’s Masai Mara game reserve arising from the tourism
industry. However most replies were just related to the tourists per se and related issues such as
pollution, waste and building of hotels. No candidates discussed the role of travel agents, the role of
resident human population or the role of the Kenyan government and the lack of policies to safeguard the
Masai people and their land. In question 9b most answers discussing the key interest groups in the
specific area and their role in wildlife contribution were slightly weak and were not specific to the area.
However there were some candidates that fairly discussed the role of researchers, environmentalists,
journalists and security groups that help to conserve the environment and minimise illegal poaching.

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2015


