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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 2 8 20 14 5 5 6 60

% OF TOTAL 3.3 13.3 33.3 23.3 8.3 8.3 10.0 100

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

General Comments

The three-hour exam paper consists of two sections. Section A has two essay questions and Section B has two
document-based questions. All four questions are compulsory and carry equal weighting.

The Board noted progress in essay-writing and comprehension skills demonstrated by candidates in grades A to
C. The overall importance of acquiring a confident knowledge of the factual basis and chronological framework
of history at an Intermediate level is underlined. In particular, the document-based questions, which represent
half the total weighting of the exam, require analytical skills which can be best acquired through reading and
practice.  Limitations in these aspects, together with poor linguistic skills, were frequently observed to be among
the principal factors behind a weaker performance of candidates in lower grades.

The Paper

Question 1 tested knowledge of Maltese history to 1921. It offered a choice between question 1 (a) on Maltese
constitutional demands, and British opposition to them, question 1 (b) on Maltese political development between
1880 and 1921, and question 1 (c) on the socio-economic impact of World War I on the Maltese population.
Question 1 (c) proved to be the most popular question, followed by 1 (b).  Few candidates attempted 1 (a).
Candidates may have been deterred by the statement from choosing 1 (a), which actually refers to Malta's
difficult constitutional progress due to its role as a British fortress-colony.  The majority of candidates choosing 1
(c) were able to discuss the statement in detail, indicating the social and economic impact on the population
between 1914 and 1918. Question 1 (b) addressed Maltese political developments after 1880, notably the
formation of early 'political parties', a point largely missed by some candidates who focused mainly on
constitutional development.

Question 2 tested knowledge of European history from 1789 to the late nineteenth century. Candidates were
offered a choice between question 2 (a) on the causes of the French Revolution, question 2 (b) on the 'Paris
Commune', and question 2 (c) on the unifications of Italy and Germany. The most popular choice was question 2
(a), followed by question 2 (c). Very few candidates chose question 2 (b). Question 2 (a) on the causes of the
French Revolution of 1789 was a very broad essay question on a central theme which introduces the subject of
modern European history, and several candidates did well in this question. Nevertheless, it was noted that a
number of candidates sketched the sequence of events rather than focusing on the causes of the Revolution.
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Question 3 tested knowledge of nineteenth century Maltese history. It offered a choice between 3 (a) based on
an extract from the Maltese 'Declaration of Rights' of 1802, a central document in Maltese history, and 3 (b)
based on an extract from an American commercial report on Malta from 1870.  Question 3 (b) proved to be more
popular. Candidates answering 3 (a) were generally able to place the 'Declaration' in context (i), explaining the
Maltese demand for British protection (ii) and their claim that the British could not 'cede these Islands' to others
(iv). Some candidates found it difficult to explain the reference to 'free suffrage' (iii) and place it in the context of
Maltese history (v).  Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of Malta's strategic role with the opening of the Suez
Canal.  Most candidates were able to explain well this reference (ii) and Malta's geographical advantage with this
development (i). Some candidates found it difficult to elaborate on 'steam  traffic' (iii), and in writing in general
terms how these trends matured in later years (v), while others were a bit shaky in showing how the statistical
table provided supported the author's claims on commerce in Malta (iv).

Question 4 tested knowledge of nineteenth century European history. It offered a choice between 4 (a) based
on an extract from the Roman 'Proclamation' of 1849, and 4 (b) based on an extract from the writing of
Alexander Karadjordjevic in 1914. Question 4 (b) proved to be the more popular choice by far. Question 4 (a)
tested knowledge of the events connected with the 1848 revolution in Rome. Candidates were generally able to
describe the circumstances leading to this proclamation (i), and the role played by the Papacy in Italian affairs
(ii). A few candidates were unable to explain the reference to 'the Roman Republic' and 'the Roman State' (iii, iv).
The reference to Italian 'common nationality' was generally explained well (v).
Question 4 (b) tested knowledge of the outbreak of World War I with a passage giving the Serbian viewpoint.
The majority of candidates were generally able to describe the circumstances leading to the outbreak of war (i),
and to identify Serbia's main ally Russia, with the resulting consequences (ii). The majority of candidates also
showed good familiarity with the rival European systems of alliances (iii, iv). Factual knowledge on the spread of
war from the end of July 1914 onwards was also evident in the majority of answers.

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2015


