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THE POLITICS OF SOCIAL WELLBEING 

Dr Andrew Azzopardi, Dean  

 

Your Excellency, dear heads of department; Anne Marie, Brenda, Clarissa, Dione, Greta, Marvin, 

Natalie, Rowena, Saviour, journalist colleagues, academic, student representatives and administrative 

co-workers - Good morning.  

 

What an astonishing venue to be in, designed by the celebrated Girolamo Cassar, a picture-perfect 

example of Renaissance architecture ornate with frescoes... wow – and in the company of an equally 

amazing Faculty and to a correspondingly group of colleagues and an admirable President – nghid 

ghalija ma rrid xejn aktar! 

 

The source of pride of being where I stand is that in just a very quick scan I can see so much academic 

acumen, astuteness and some tired faces as we near the end of another jam-packed and teeming 

academic year.  The work that is going on in this segment of the alma mater is mindboggling, the 

commitment, second to none, the passion for scholarship, student mentoring and community 

engagement equally so. Xi gmiel sinjuri!   

 

Having Her Excellency, the President with us, if I may, is the icing on the cake, knowing well-enough 

that she is a close ally and shares our cause with a passion.   

 

Your Excellency, I like you so much because you are Presidential, principled and upright and to top it 

up, such a nice person, notwithstanding a firm negotiator.  You are grounded and with a no-crap 

approach to the issues – what needs to be said and done, ‘is to be said and is it to be done!’   

 

Your Excellency, we are fortunate in this Faculty to have understood that positioning in the 

community is about affirmative action, about speaking our mind respectfully and reverently - yet 

decisively.   

 

Thank you your Excellency for being here especially at this defiant moment our Country is going 

through.  We can understand very welI what is happening and as academics we need to face, like you, 

what is often a disturbed and agitated society, with intensely complex needs.   

 

The role of Faculty in the development, preservation and safeguarding of our social fabric is not only 

fundamental but central if we want to challenge the bullies and intimidators that sprout in our society.    

 

When a couple of weeks back the sub-committee that was responsible to organise this event met up, 

led by Prof. Marilyn Clark, we came up with this theme, ‘The Politics of Wellbeing’ and it seemed so 

fitting, even if we weren’t aware that an election would be called bang right into our event today. Even 

though this situation freaked us for a bit, really and truly it all seemed to fall into place.   

 

Because academia is political...  

Because academia is deeply entrenched in our social fabric, just like politics.... 

Because academia and politics share a common characteristic – they are not neutral.... 

 



The moment academia becomes non-aligned and middle-of-the-road we’ve lost the liquor, the sap and 

the nectar.   

 

Because if we want to be true to our mission, what we say and what we do is not distant and should 

not be aloof from the political debate.   

 

Naturally what we are engaged in today is not one-sided, parochial and bigoted political clichés - 

anyways we get enough of that, but what we need to talk about is the fundamental right to be happy, 

content and fulfilled, to make part of and to be part of, to give and to receive affection, to enjoy 

fondness and warmth, safety and wellbeing. Colleagues, in this process we might be asked to kick up 

the system even if this means we pay a price, equally so if this necessitates we might be out of favour 

and disliked.   

 

The mission of this Faculty is enmeshed with our drive for scholarship but also with a resolve to bring 

about change.  Naturally our responsibility is that we draw from empirical and grounded data and not 

on impressions and whiff-waffy positions.  But we also have another important role as a Faculty and it 

is to reconcile communities and focus on strengthening social justice and promoting the common 

good.    

 

That is why preserving wellbeing in our societies is of the essence. 

 

I find that it is indeed our duty as Faculty to appeal to decency and decorum as we go about debating 

how to improve our community, how to recalibrate what isn’t working well, how to zoom in on what 

is flopping. 

 

Our Faculty, is grounded in the reality that many still struggle to have a respectable life.  We meet 

people in excruciating pain and sorrow.  We hear people tell us that they have lost hope, we touch the 

pain and suffering of those who not out of choice are beached in the pain of aloneness.  In our 

scholarship it is becoming increasingly evident that we need to seek to respond to the tragedies of the 

socially disqualified. 

 

Our Faculty is about sensing the pain and anger of people who have grown progressively 

disenfranchised especially those quickly losing faith in the institutions that represent them.  

 

There is no other way to say this, but our social climate is tottering - and that is exceptionally worrying 

and kicks in a bigger responsibility on us. 

 

Let’s not overlook the fact that this Country of ours boasts environmental beauty, delightful quality of 

life and a sense of community that is still sturdy and noteworthy.  The resources are all there. With all 

our possible faults and inadequacies, we remain a country founded on justice and charity, respect and 

reverence and we need to work hard to keep it that way and whoever is being short-changed needs to 

be drawn back to the fold.  If we aren’t vigilant the State’s social fabric risks being torn apart by a 

politics of divisiveness.  

 

However, the biggest measure of our quality of life is that of fundamentally learning how to live with 

one another, to seek to integrate those who want to make part of it, to give our people the happiness 

and serenity, in other words the reassurance, that tomorrow we will be a bit better than today.  

 

The people in this Country are feeling increasingly subjugated and reviled by the semantics and I feel 

duty-bound to point out 

our unease. 

 

 

 

 

What we need is; 



• a society that can stand tall in front of the many vultures who hound our values; 

• a society that can shun away those with no morals, no regret, and nothing but an insatiable lust 

for power; 

• a society that focuses on the wellbeing of its citizens; 

• a society that stops inflicting hatred; 

• a society that embraces discourses around reconciliation, resolution, compromise, respect and 

fellowship; 

• a society that makes the difficult choice of living in scarcity, dearth and paucity if necessary, 

rather than bowing down to the opulent; 

• a society that distributes wealth justly and honourably; 

• a society that burrows up policies that are based on sound ideas of how the excluded can no 

longer be so, the marginalised exist no more, the poor and the needy are equal citizens, those in 

pain and fear feel protected. 

 

And who is better placed than academics to fit into this role? 

 

As a Faculty we need to reach out as we have always done.  

 

We need to remain committed to the cause of the demoted and we will engage wholeheartedly in 

making sure that we will redress the imbalances in our communities.   

 

Quoting from the concept paper prepared for this Seminar: 

 

Our work is to create societies that are just, where people are able to live well and are able to 

conduct their lives free from the fear of prejudice, discrimination and violence and where 

people can fully and actively participate in society.  By virtue of the fact that we challenge the 

systems of power in Maltese society that may impede this, what we do may be defined as a 

‘political act’. 

 

A final word to thank all of you – grazzi minn qalbi  

 

You are a fantastic constellation of good souls.   

 

You work so damn hard.  

 

You must be proud of yourselves delivering hundreds of hours of lectures, dedicating so much time to 

correct, mentor, supervise and in the process abandoning your interests, your passions and possibly 

your loved ones... 

 

And, the admin team are our stars - they give infinite support to keep our operations going, we 

organise events, conferences, seminars – tal-qtugh ta’ nifs - you are perfect – so proud to be part of 

this brood.   

 

Dear students you are not only our bread and butter but our pride and delight – you are uncharted 

territory and we astronauts keen on discovering the wealth there is in every one of you - vermaent 

qedin ghal qalbna. 

 

Sinjuri, let it be known that I am indebted to you for allowing me to serve.   

 

Thankyou Marilyn, Dione, Paul, Marta, Lara C., Ruth, Charlene and especially Lara Ellul, my 

assistant for setting us up in this lovely Palace. 

 

As Marilyn would say, have a good one! 

 

Thank you  


