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Part 1: Statistical Information

1.1 Total Number of candidates:

A total of 207 candidates registered to sit for the Intermediate examination in Sociology in May 2017, 9
less than in May 2016 (216). The number of absentees in May 2017 was 19. This absentee rate of 9.2%
is slightly higher than the May 2015 rate of 8.3% and warrants some consideration.

1.2 Distribution of grades in Intermediate level Sociology May, 2017

The number of candidates who obtained grade A, B or C in May 2017 was, in absolute numbers, 93 and
therefore 2 less than in May 2016 (95). This translates as a 1 point increase in relative weight (44.9 %)
when compared to 2016 (43.9 %).

The number of candidates who obtained grade D or E in May 2017 was, in absolute numbers, 59 and
therefore 7 less than in May 2016 (66). This is less in relative weight (28.5%) than in 2016 where 30.5%
of candidates scored D or E.

Table 1
MATSEC Intermediate Level Sociology, May 2016

Distribution of Grades

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL
No of candidates 11 22 62 39 27 37 18 216

Total % 5.1 10.2 28.7 18.1 12.5 17.1 8.3 100

Table 2
MATSEC Intermediate Level Sociology, May 2017

Distribution of Grades

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL
No of candidates 18 24 51 34 25 36 19 207

Total % 8.7 11.6 24.6 16.4 12 17.4 9.2 100

In May 2017 the number of failures (Grade F) was, in absolute numbers, 36. This is 1 less than last year
(37), which in relative terms is 17.4% of total candidates as compared with 17.1% in May 2016.
In sum, there was a slight shift in the result profile of the May 17 session, with a slightly higher percentage
of candidates achieving A-C grade. This may be a reflection of the new IM Sociology syllabus and
examination format on which the May 17 examination was based, and may be an indication of more
robust student engagement with the syllabus.
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Part 2: Comments regarding candidates' performance

2.1   General Comments

The May 2017 paper was the first to examine the new IM Sociology syllabus, and was markedly different
to the previous examination paper in structure. Question 1 was compulsory and focused on the core
thematic area of Culture and Identity. This was split into four components and the marks allocated totalled
a maximum of 33. The candidates were then presented with four other questions focusing on the thematic
areas of Family, Religion, Media and Communication, Welfare and Social Policy. Candidates were
required to answer two of these four questions. All had a maximum total of 33 marks.

Descriptive summary of marks allocated

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5

TOTAL submitted scripts:188
Total responses for Q 188 152 89 63 74
% Of total scripts 100% 81% 47% 33% 39%
MEDIAN for question 22 21 20 19 19
MODE for question 22 20 21 15 16

It appears that candidates had no difficulty in adapting to the new paper format. The length and content of
the responses to the sections of question 1 were, on the whole, well aligned to the marks allocated to
each, though some candidates did offer responses that were longer and more detailed than expected.
Both the median and mode for marks in question 1 were the highest achieved in the paper. The essay
style answers to questions two to five were generally well structured. There appears to be less reliance
on memorized texts.

English language skills were not directly taken into consideration for marking purposes, however the
responses that scored well for synthesis and comprehension of concepts tended to be those that also
demonstrated good English writing skills.

2.2 Specific Comments

Q1: Compulsory question on core topic Culture and Identity

The responses to question 1 demonstrate that most candidates have a good grasp of the foundations of
sociological analysis of culture and identity. A good number of candidates went beyond the descriptive by
presenting hints of analytical and critical reflection and complementing their responses with reference to
theory. Some candidates were also able to contextualize their responses through the application of
concrete and practical examples. The newly introduced short answers format appeared to help to
circumvent difficulties of structure and flow of arguments which are generally visible in essay-type form of
questions.

Question 1a: State how you would classify the following two forms of culture and briefly describe
why, (i) opera; (ii) carnival.
This question was answered correctly by the large majority of candidates through the classification of
opera as high culture and carnival as mass/popular or folk culture. Most candidates also demonstrated
good knowledge of the characteristics underlying these different cultural categorizations. Some
candidates went beyond the expected response by also referring to relevant conceptual and theoretical
frameworks, such as the democratisation of culture, Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital, and the
hybridization and globalisation of culture.
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Question 1b: Describe briefly what happens during the process of socialization and say why
sociologists believe it is important.
A good number of candidates presented a highly detailed explanation of the socialization process, and
why sociologists consider it important, with some even describing in-depth how sociologists from different
theoretical perspectives define the process, function and impact of socialization. Conversely, some
candidates stopped short from addressing the requirements posed by the second part of the question and
presented an uncontextualised description of the socialization process.

Question 1.c : List 4 factors which may influence an individual’s personal or social identity.
Almost all candidates responded correctly by referring to 4 factors which may influence an individual’s
personal or social identity. A good number of candidates also gave a detailed explanation of the rationale
for the choice of the factors mentioned. It is worth pointing out that only a maximum of 4 marks were
allocated to this component (one for each item in the list) , therefore the time dedicated to offering
extended responses may have been better used elsewhere. Whilst most candidates focused on structural
factors, a few others specifically referred to biological factors, such as DNA. Two candidates focused
specifically on gender role socialization by referring to Ann Oakley’s work.

Question 1.d: In what ways does the ‘tourist gaze’ involve a particular way of seeing a particular
culture?
This question aimed to assess candidates’ theoretical knowledge on Urry’s (2002) concept of the tourist
gaze. Given its more complex and specific subject matter, as expected, a good number of candidates
fared worse in this question in comparison to the previous questions under this section. Conversely, the
stronger candidates fared exceptionally well by presenting an elaborate and detailed theoretical response
on how the tourist gaze reflects other aspects of leisure in postmodern societies, some referring to
Baudrillard’s work on the reconstruction of reality and the consumption of cultural symbols.

Question 2: In what ways might the family unit contribute to maintaining stability in society? Refer
to functionalist theory in your answer.
This question was the most frequently selected from the optional section. Candidates who presented a
‘good quality response’ demonstrated a good understanding of how the functions of the family contribute
to the maintenance of a stable society. Most of the candidates made reference to the two main functions
presented by Parsons i.e. the primary and secondary socialisation and to Murdock’s four basic main
functions of the family. Moreover reference was made to Durkheim’s analogy of society and the human
body as they explained why the family unit is a vital organ of society. Some of these candidates further
added a critical viewpoint to their answer as they criticised the functionalist perspective of the family
through the feminist approach. Candidates who scored lower marks failed to link their argument to the
question, as they did not discuss how and why the functions performed by the family contribute to the
stability of society. Some deviated from the question as they discussed the different types of the family
rather then discussing how the family contributes to the stability of society. Other students lacked the
ability to construct a critical argument as they presented their argument in point form (especially when
discussing Murdock’s theory).

Question 3: Does a decrease in weekly church attendance mean that religion has become less
important in contemporary society? Refer to the sociological debate on secularisation in your
answer.
Most of the candidates made reference to secularisation, pointing out that religion is becoming less
important in society because weekly church attendance is decreasing. Most candidates also pointed out
that a decline in church attendance does not necessarily mean that religion has lost its influence in
society. They argued that a decline in church attendance might also reflect that religion is changing its
form and becoming more modernized and individualistic as people portray religion differently (i.e. such as
meditation) or prefer to pray privately rather than within a collective group. Other candidates delved
deeper into the subject as they made reference to theorists rather than just making reference to the
different debates on secularisation and the decrease of church attendance. These candidates
successfully referred to Wilson, Berger, Bruce, Luckmann, Davie, Maffesoli and Bellah. Reference to
concepts such as ‘vicarious religion,’ and ‘invisible religion’ further supported their argument. A few
candidates focused their argument on how Comte, Marx and Durkheim predicted the future of religion.
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There were a few very weak responses with generic common sense arguments lacking detail and
sociological insight.

Question 4: With reference to conflict theory, discuss the power of the media to influence the
public.
This was the question that had least responses. There were some of very good quality which discussed
the influence of the media on the public with reference to the political economy approach. These
candidates analysed how the media which are owned by the wealthy, serves as propaganda in support of
the ruling group of society by reflecting the private interests of those in power. Reference to the culture
industry approach was also made by a few candidates who discussed how culture has become
dominated by the desire for profit and consumerism as in other industries. Brief reference was also made
to how the media further reinforces gendered stereotypical views. The majority of candidates presented a
good argument about the hidden and manipulative agenda of the media but the discussion was very brief
with no direct reference to Conflict theory.
In the poor responses, candidates deviated from the question since they based their arguments on
feminist perspectives on the media, on how the media portrays stereotypical and sexist views of women.
Some focused on a comparative analysis between pre and post industrialised societies. In other cases,
candidates discussed positive and negative influences of the media based on general knowledge with no
reference to sociological theory.

Question 5: Describe the concept of relative poverty and discuss how it helps us understand
material and social deprivation.
Most of the candidates who answered this question demonstrated a good understanding of the concept
relative poverty and absolute poverty. The good quality responses analysed the concept of relative
poverty in relation to material and social deprivation. Most of these candidates made reference to
Townsend’s theory of relative poverty and critically discussed how those whose resources do not meet
the basic needs are, in effect, excluded from ordinary living patterns and social activities. These
discussions further developed the ways that relative poverty can result in social exclusion.
On the other hand the candidates who scored lower marks presented poor arguments as they discussed
the definitions of relative poverty, material deprivation and social deprivation without discussing the
correlation between them. The very poor quality responses were based on arguments using general
knowledge with no reference to theories.
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