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1. Statistics 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 2 4 14 5 2     9 1 37 

PAPER B       10 1 0 3 6 0 20 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 2 4 14 15 3 0 3 15 1 57 

% OF TOTAL 3.51 7.02 24.56 26.32 5.26 0.00 5.26 26.32 1.75 100 

 

2. Listening comprehension 
 

On the whole, the candidates’ performance was very good. Most candidates understood the 

questions and answered in the required detail. 

 

3. Dictation 
 

The overall performance was very weak. Some candidates did not perform well in the dictation, 

with some of them either translating the text heard, or summarizing it. 

The most common orthographical errors were associated with the following: 

 tā marbūṭa vs. accusative marker 

 lām + article 

 emphatics  

 short and long vowels 

 missing words or sentences 

 li- + alif 

 ḍamma instead of masculine affixed pronoun  

 the use of hamza and šadda 

Paper 2A 

Translation Arabic - English 
 

Most candidates did very well in this section. 

 

Translation English – Arabic 
 

Spelling mistakes were very frequent. Some students left out untranslated words in English. 

Needless to say that students are expected to translate the whole text. In particular, some 

candidates found great difficulty in translating the cardinal and ordinal directions. 

 

Culture 
 

The examiners noted an overall improvement in the candidates’ performance in this section. 

Nevertheless there were a number of candidates who simply copied the exercise and left the 

blanks unanswered. 

 

Essay 
 

A substantial number of spelling mistakes were noted and many candidates had recourse to 

very limited vocabulary. Some essays were very short and some were out of point; overall 

essays were not well-structured and developed. In some cases, sentences were literal 
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translations from Maltese/English. Some candidates gave an answer which ignored the rubric 

and thus wrote an essay on an unrelated topic. No improvement was noted in this section from 

previous years. 

 

Grammar 
 

Most candidates failed to recognize the grammatical meaning of certain sections of some 

sentences. Some of them failed to insert the case markers and resorted to copying the 

sentences by rewriting them in another way. Others left the exercise out. No improvement was 

noted in this section from previous years. 

Paper 2B 

Translation Arabic - English 

 
It is evident that some candidates are not familiar with a translation exercise. Almost all 

candidates found difficulty in conveying the correct meaning from Arabic to English. 

Essay 

 

On the whole, candidates expressed themselves in very limited vocabulary and lacked 

creativity. The writing showed poor organisation of ideas which very often resulted in the 

repetition of the same ideas throughout the essay. Spelling and grammar mistakes were very 

common. 

Culture 

 

Overall, the candidates’ performance in this section was satisfactory. 

Grammar 

 

The overall performance was very poor. It is very evident that candidates need to have a better 

understanding and mastery of basic grammatical rules. 

 
Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2018 


