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General Overview 
   

Statistical Information 

 

Table 1 provides an overview of the results obtained in the First Session in 2018: 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 10 17 27 29 16 - - 17 4 120 

PAPER B - - - 7 7 12 6 24 13 69 

TOTAL 10 17 27 36 23 12 6 41 17 189 

% OF TOTAL 5.3 9.0 14.3 19.0 12.2 6.3 3.2 21.7 9.0 100.0 

 

Table 2 compares the statistics of candidates sitting for SEC History in the last six years: 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Students sitting for Paper A 165 158 151 152 118 120 

Students sitting for Paper B 86 68 54 81 67 69 

 

Absentees 32 18 10 20 17 17 

Number of students at Grade 

1-5 

139 130 111 143 101 113 

Number of students at Grade 

6-7 

23 19 19 24 25 18 

Number of students at Grade U 57 59 65 46 42 41 

 

Total number of students 251 226 205 233 185 189 

 

1. The number of candidates sitting for History SEC this year compares well with last year, 

although generally, still showing an overall drop over the last few years, and indeed below 

the average of 215 candidates sitting for the examination in the past six years. 

 

2. The number of candidates sitting for both Paper A and Paper B has been better than last 

year, but still shows a steep decline especially for Paper A in the last six years. 

 

3. The performance of students this year has been better than in the previous six years, with 

60% of the entire cohort obtaining Grades 1-5 when compared to the median of about 55% 

throughout the previous years. On the other hand, the number of candidates who obtained 

Grades 6 and 7 was the lowest in the last six years. Overall, 83% of all those sitting for 

Paper A obtained a Grade 5 or better, while 46% of all candidates sitting for Paper B 

obtained Grade 7 or better, though, only 21% obtained Grades 4 and 5. 

 

4. The number of candidates that obtained a U was the lowest overall from the last six years, 

although in the same range of the last three years. This group of candidates constitute 22% 

of the whole cohort sitting for the exam, with 24 candidates sitting for Paper B, and 17 for 

Paper A. This also means that 14% of the candidates sitting for Paper A, and 35% of the 

candidates sitting for Paper B did not pass the exam.   
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5. The number of candidates who were absent for both Papers was identical to last year and 

less than the average of 19 absentees of  the past six years, and most of the absentees had 

applied for Paper B.  

 

There was one candidate sitting for Paper A, who was absent for Paper I only, and three 

candidates sitting for Paper B who were absent for Paper II only. 

 

6. Candidates sitting for History at SEC level have the option of answering the questions using 

either English or Maltese. Like in previous years, most candidates opted to use English. 

Only one candidate sitting for Paper A answered in Maltese and did so for both Paper I and 

II. Only two candidates sitting for Paper B chose to answer in Maltese, though not for both 

papers. This is also the lowest number recorded in the last few years. 

General Comments 

 

 

7. The performance of candidates this year compares well with results obtained in recent 

years. Nonetheless, as in previous years, the knowledge and skills of candidates varied, 

especially between those sitting for Paper A and those sitting for Paper B. Some of the 

common challenges that relate to required competences in the study of History that 

Examiners notice year after year include: 

 

 The understanding of basic historical terms and concepts; 

 

 Knowledge, interpretation and understanding of historical facts and events; 

 

 Depth of historical knowledge; 

 

 The ability to develop an argument sustained by evidence; 

 

 Analysis and interpretation of sources. 

 

 

8. Examiners in various subjects have often commented on the lowering level of linguistic 

skills among candidates. This Board of Examiners has made repeated reports on these 

worrying trends. These include: 

 

 Limited knowledge of a wide vocabulary;  

 

 Inadequate writing skills (particularly in essay writing); 

 

 Inability to understand questions properly. 

 

 

 

9. The examiners appeal to History teachers to give more training to students on the writing 

of effective History essays.  
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Paper I 
   

General Comments 

 

10. Paper I was identical for all candidates, both those sitting for Paper A and Paper B. 

 

11. Paper I was divided into two Sections (A – Maltese History and B – European and 

International History), each having three questions based on sources. Candidates were 

expected to answer all questions. 

 

12. Most of the candidates answered all six questions, except for nine candidates, who failed to 

answer between one and three questions. Seven of these candidates, (2 from the Paper A 

stream, and 5 from the Paper B stream) left one question out. One candidate from the 

Paper B stream left out two questions. One candidate from the Paper A stream left three 

questions out.  

 

13. Only two candidates answered Paper I in Maltese, one from each stream. 

 

14. There were eighteen candidates who were absent for Paper I, five from those registered to 

sit for  Paper IIA, and thirteen registered for Paper IIB. 

 

15. Tables 3 and 4 indicate the overall performance of candidates in both Sections: 

 

Table 3 Question Total mark Paper A Paper B 

  Highest 

mark 

Lowest 

mark 

Highest 

mark 

Lowest 

mark 

Section A 

Maltese 

History 

1 17 17 0 12 0 

2 16 15 3 14 1 

3 17 12 2 11 1 

 

Section B 

European 

History 

4 16 16 2 16 0 

5 17 17 0 14 0 

6 17 17 0 14 0 

 

Table 4 Total marks Paper A Paper B 

 

Average mark: Section A: Maltese History 50 28.2 19.3 

Average mark: Section B: European History 50 32.6 19.2 

 

Highest mark  87 72 

Lowest mark 8 2 

  

Overall average mark 60.8 % 38.4% 

 

16. From the statistics indicated in Tables 3 and 4, one notes that the performance of 

candidates sitting for Paper A was better in European than in Maltese History. This follows 

trends from previous years. The performance of Paper B candidates seems to have been 

the same in both Sections., On average when compared to Paper A candidates’ results, , 

Paper B candidates scored well below their average in this common paper. 
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Section A: Maltese History 

 

17. The general impression is that candidates were better prepared than in previous years to 

answer the questions of this Section. Nonetheless,  there were some common negative 

trends: 

 

 Some candidates were baffled by Question 3, mixing the cricumstances and 

developments of the politico-religious questions of the 1930s with those of the 1960s. 

 

 Idiomatic expression seems to be a problem for a good number of students who still 

find it difficult to formulate good and understandable sentences and to produce 

paragraphs with a logical sequence of ideas. 

 

 Some candidates lack knowledge of historical terms.  

 

 There are candidates who gave the impression that they did not read through the 

sources provided and sought to answer the question immediately. 

 

 There were candidates who produced vague or one word answers. 

 

 Many candidates still need to develop analytical skills when having to examine sources. 

 

Question 1: The Rising of the Priests and the Conspiracy of the Slaves 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

17 0 8.4  

17 

Paper B 

candidates 

12 0 5.1 

 

a) Who revolted in 1775? 

A good number of candidates answered this question correctly, though there were many 

who either indicated either that only some clerics or some laymen were involved. A few 

gave the impression that the rebel priests were members of the Order, e.g. “In 1775 the 

priests of the Order of St John revolted against their corrupt Grand Master”. 

 

b) Evidence that rebellion was not limited to Malta 

Many candidates indicated correctly that rebellion was not limited to Malta, but was evident 

elsewhere, such as in Palermo. However, there were a few who just picked up a phrase 

from the Source and transcribed it possibly indicating that they did not read through the 

passage, e.g. “revolt was in the air” or “because it was predicted”. 
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c) Causes of the 1775 Revolt 

Most of the candidates indicated correctly the cause mentioned in the Source – the increase 

in the price of bread. Regarding one other cause that led to the revolt of 1775, there were 

quite a few who listed Grand Master Ximenes’ restrictions on the hunting of rabbits and that 

economic problems of the Order were affecting the Maltese badly. The following are 

samples of such answers: “The price of grain was raised and the hunt and heresy of 

Rabbits”; “lack of rights to the Maltese”; “The Order started to decline and became less 

interested with protecting the sanctity of Christendom”; “... and taxes were introduced”; 

“Grandmaster Ximenes cut down salaries” and “there was unemployment in the dockyard”.  

There were some erratic answers. Others were very generic: “... grievances suffered by 

Maltese”, “lack of rights that Maltese had”. 

 

d) The way the Order dealt with the 1775 Revolt 

A good number of candidates indicated that following the revolt of 1775, some of the rebels 

were either sentenced to death or to imprisonment or  exile. Quite a few indicated one 

sanction only. One candidate included Fr.Mannarino among those who were beheaded, 

while a few others indicated that they lacked knowledge of the aftermath of the event, e.g. 

“The Grand Master and Order would give a small contribution, so they would please the 

Maltese”; “The Grand Master and Order gave them what they granted”; “by listening to 

what the Maltese wanted this time, to reduce some serious problems”. 

 

e) The reason why the rebels raised the flag of the Consiglio Popolare 

Candidates had to explain why the Maltese rebels raised the flag of the Consiglio Popolare. 

Here many candidates seem to have found it difficult to construct their answer correctly. 

While some hinted that the Maltese wanted to have their rights and the Consiglio Popolare 

back, others stated that they wanted to overthrow the Order or to put an end to its rule or 

to show the Knights that they were not happy with their conditions. A few hinted that the 

Maltese expected protection from the Consiglio Popolare, to have elected officials, or to 

show that they were representing the people fighting for their rights.  
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f) Similarities and differences: The Conspiracy of the Slaves/Rising of the Priests 

Candidates had to indicate one similarity and one difference between the Conspiracy of 

1749 and the Revolt of 1775. As to similarity, a good number stated that both revolts failed 

and that both had grievances against the Order as a cause. A few indicated that the revolts 

took place on the eve of an important feast or that both were planned to happen in Valletta. 

As to differences, quite a few candidates pointed out that the slaves wanted to gain 

freedom and possibly uproot the Order of St John from Malta, while the Priests’ Revolt was 

meant to force the Order to reduce the price of bread and possibly give back some rights to 

the Maltese. There were candidates who pointed out the difference between Muslim slaves 

and Christian clerics, or that the slaves’s uprising was subdued even before it had even 

started while the priests’ revolt had an initial success, or that the slaves relied on foreign 

support while the priests expected local support. Some other candidates produced vague 

answers. 

 

g) The reliability of sources 

 While trying to explain how historians react to a source such as an undated painting having 

no indication as to its painter, many candidates failed to indicate that historians would 

question its reliability and search for its origins and compare it with other sources. Some 

candidates produced irrelevant answers, while  

others stated that historians would seek to intepret the picture, examine its style to find 

clues to help them attribute it to some painter or period, “they would use it as a reference 

rather than a source”. 

 

 

Some candidates hinted that historians could use it as a secondary source, or do not give it 

much importance because it is of an unknown origin 
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Question 2: The Language Question 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

15 3 11.1  

16 

Paper B 

candidates 

14 1 7.6 

 

a) One profession that formed part of the upper classes 

Most candidates answered this question correctly indicating that professions such as 

lawyers or doctors generally formed part of the Maltese upper classes. Some included 

priests and merchants. 

 

b) The language used by the upper classes 

Most candidates pointed out correctly that the upper classes generally supported the Italian 

language. A few indicated incorrectly the English language.  

 

c) The language supported by the Daily Malta Chronicle 

Most candidates indicated correctly that The Daily Malta Chronicle supported the English 

language. As to evidence from the Source that could corroborate their conclusion, it 

appears that many candidates did not attempt to analyse the Source thoroughly and 

consequently only gave partial, albeit good, answers. A few transcribed a good part of the 

Source. Most candidates hinted that the Government was in favour of the English language 

and that English was necessary for the workers to find employment. There were a few 

candidates who stated that “English was the backbone of the nation” quoting the Source 

verbatim. 

 

d) The importance of English and Italian 

Quite a few candidates gave a fairly good interpretation of the statistics provided in the 

second source, but there were many candidates who ignored the data provided when trying 

to explain that the popularity of the English language largely surpassed that of the Italian 

language by 1930. There were candidates who attributed this to population growth and 

immigration, or to the fact that English was introduced in schools. 
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e) The preference for English by the working classes 

Most candidates stressed that the English language was essential for employment with the 

British services or that the Government preferred employing persons who spoke English. A 

few also indicated that it could be helpful for persons seeking to be employed abroad in 

some British territory. Others provided a good variety of plausible answers as the following 

samples show:  

 

 

f) Keenan Report – Reform Party – Partito Anti-Riformista 

Candidates had to use these terms to explain how the Language Question gave rise to the 

formation of political parties. In their answers, some candidates made no reference to the 

Reform Party or the Partito Anti-Riformista or simply noted that the Reform Party favoured 

the English Language while the Partito Anti-Riformista preferred the Italian language. 

 

Keenan Report: A small number of candidates indicated that the Keenan Report suggested 

several reforms in the educational system and that prominence was to be given to the 

teaching of the English Language. But there were answers which indicate vague or 

complete lack of knowledge of the proposals.  

 

Reform Party: A good number of candidates explained that it favoured the English 

language. Some added that it was led by Sigismondo Savona, but quite  a few switched the 

names of the leaders and indicated that Fortunato Mizzi led the Reform Party. A few 

candidates added that the Reform Party was “also known as the Nationalist Party”, while 

some listed Gerald Strickland as the leader of the party. 

 

Partito Anti-Riformista: A good number of candidates also explained that this paty was pro-

Italian and that it was led by Fortunato Mizzi, but there were also candidates who stated 

that Savona was its leader. The following is a typical answer where the candidate did not 

specifically refer to the language: “Partito Anti-Riformist was all about staying the same and 

not changing any reports for change. Higher classes wanted it to win as they didn’t want 

their weaknesses to disappear”. 

 

g) The end of the Language Question 

Most candidates stated that the Language Question came to an end when Fascist Italy 

entered the Second World War and Italian planes started to bombard Malta. However, there 

were candidates who mistook World War I with World War II. Others simply stated that 

Fascism was an enemy of Britain, or that “the people agreed to learn both languages”. One 

candidate referred to Joseph Chamberlain “who removed Italian from the courts, the 

university and schools”. 
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Question 3: Church-State relations in the 1930s 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

12 2 8.6  

17 

Paper B 

candidates 

11 1 6.6 

 

a) The Archbishop and the 1930 elections 

Many candidates indicated correctly that the Archbishop issued a pastoral letter and 

declared it to be a mortal sin to vote for the Constitutional Party and the Labour Party. 

Curiously enough, however, no candidate knew the Archbishop’s name, Mauro Caruana. 

Moreover, there were candidates who did not mention the pastoral letter or the mortal sin, 

and others who referred only to the Labour Party. It was immediately evident from the 

answers given to this question and subsequent questions that some candidates mixed up 

the politico-religious quarrel of the 1930s with that of the 1960s. In fact there were some 

who pointed to Archbishop Gonzi as the ecclesiastic involved, and instead of referring to the 

mortal sin, they simply noted that he banned some newspapers.  

 

 

b) The effectiveness of the Pastoral Letters 

There were candidates who stressed that the Maltese population was profoundly Catholic 

and loyal to the Church and would consider any instructions given as coming from the Pope 

and should be followed blindly: “Pastoral Letters reflect the will of God”.  

  



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC HISTORY (FIRST SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 10 of 32 

 

c) The origin of the politico-religious question of the 1930s 

Candidates were expected to point out that the clerical members in the Senate voted 

against the budget presented by the Strickland Party and that Strickland wanted the 

Vatican to stop priests from taking part in Maltese politics. However, though some 

candidates did hint to such events, some were not so sure in their answer and tended to 

digress and refer to the Language Question or Mintoff’s issues.  

 

d) Fact or opinion 

A good number of candidates stated correctly that the first statement quoted from the 

Source is a fact, whilst the second is an opinion. Still, there were a few who gave the 

impression that this was simply a True/False exercise as could be further concluded after 

reviewing answers to questions (e) and (f). 

 

e) The bias of The Spectator 

Candidates had to find evidence from the Source given that the British magazine The 

Spectator was biased in favour of Strickland. Most candidates quoted the last sentence of 

the source suggesting “that the Vatican is using the old methods of the Dark Ages” and 

often missed the earlier accusation that “the order of the head of the Franciscan communiy 

was against the priest’s will and against his rights as a British citizen”. Instead they referred 

to Strickland’s actions and emphasized the point that the Pope refused to consider a 

Concordat while Strickland remained in office. Others simply stated that “The Spectator is a 

British weekly magazine”; or that the Church had banned two newspapers. The following is 

an example of an accepted answer: “It is in favour of Strickland and against the Church 

because it statd that the Vatican hopes to apply methods of the Dark Ages”. 
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f) The British decision to suspend the 1930 elections 

Candidates were expected to indicate that relations between the Vatican and the British 

Government had reached a deadlock and that because of the situation free and fair 

elections were impossible. Though there were a few candidates who provided acceptable or 

partially correct answers, there were many who found this question difficult. Consequently 

answers were often vague or irrelevant.  

 

 

g) The resolution of the deadlock and the 1932 elections 

A good number of candidates found it difficult to describe how this deadlock was resolved 

and elections held in 1932. Some candidates presented partially acceptable answers. 

Answers were often vague or irrelevant and quite a few also mixed up the issue with the 

politico-religous confrontation of the 1960s. Many simply stated that Strickland apologized 

to the Church, or that the Archbishop and Strickland made peace. In fact, it seems that 

many candidates had only a vague knowledge of the crisis of the 1930s.  

 

h) The results of the 1932 elections 

Candidates were expected to examine the result of the 1932 elections in order to determine 

that (i) the Nationalist Party won the elections of 1932 and (ii) the Constitutional Party 

made the greatest loss from the previous elections. Though a good number provided a 

correct conclusion particularly for the first part of the question, there were many who 

indicated the Labour Party instead of the Constitutional Party for the second part. 

Section B: European History 

 

18. The performance of canddiates in this Section was generally good for both Paper A and 

Paper B streams, although there were noticeable differences in the quality of the answers. 

 

19. The replies given by Paper A candidates were generally quite good, showing adequate 

mastery of historical content, skills and concepts. Most replies were relevant and directly 

related linked to what was being asked in the questions. The most common wrong answers 

were the ones related to searching for evidence in pictorial sources or where candidates 

were asked to sustain their arguments using evidence from such sources. 

 

Candidates fared best in Question 4, closely followed by Question 5 and   Question 6..  

 

20. The replies given by Paper B candidates were generally too short or too generic, using 

wrong or broad terminology, making it difficult, at times, to understand what candidates 

were referring to or trying to say. Although spelling mistakes were not penalised, wrong 

choice of words often changed the sense of a sentence making it next to impossible to 

understand the candidates’ arguments.. More marks were obtained in  questions asked for 

answers that could be taken directly from the written sources rather than when candidates 

were asked to make inferences, deductions or conclusions or when asked to interpret 

pictorial sources.  

 

Paper B candidates fared best in Question 5, closely followed by Question 4, but did poorly 

in Question 6 in which they obtained the total lowest marks. Question 6 was the least 

attempted question with a few candidates not answering any part of the question.  
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Question 4: The causes of the French Revolution 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

16 2 12.3 16 

 

Paper B 

candidates 

16 0 6.9 

 

a) Source G 

 

 The characters in Source G: Most Paper A candidates correctly identified the Three 

Estates in France with each of the three figures in Source G. Candidates clearly explained 

which figures they were referring to in the picture and which Estate each figure was 

representing. Few Paper B candidates indicated clearly which Estate is represented by 

each figure in the source.  

 

 The message of Source G: Answers by Paper A candidates were generally good, while 

those by Paper B candidates were either too short or too generic.  

 How the author conveyed the message: Candidates in both streams found it more 

difficult to explain  the message conveyed by pictorial sources when compared to written 

sources. Nevertheless, most Paper A candidates explained that it represented a 

“bankrupt France, the problem of taxation, the unjust privileges of the nobles and higher 

clergy”. Most candidates explained how the author showed that the Second and First 

Estates contributed to the suffering of the Third Estate by drawing the knight “leaning on 

the sphere” and the First Estate “pretending to help the Third Estate by placing two 

fingers under the weight”. Paper B candidates found it more challenging. Among the  

best answers within this stream, one finds such a reply: “He managed to convey this 

message by showing that the nobles’ hand is on the top of the burden which could 

represent the nobles not paying taxes worsening the burden and that the clergy does not 

oppose it and that the third estate is the main person carrying it”. 

 

b) Source H 

Most Paper A candidates answered all the sub-questions by correctly identifying the 

answers for questions 4b) i and 4b) ii from Source H. Paper B candidates’  answers were 

often too short. For instance, rather than saying “chaos in its [France’s] finances” some 

gave “finances” as their answer without describing the condition of France’s finances.  
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c) Marquis Bouille’s opinion of Calonne’s proposed reforms 

Several candidates in both streams correctly identified Marquis de Bouille as writing in 

favour of the financial plan, giving relevant evidence from Source H to show his bias with 

the use of the words “bold and wide-ranging plan”. Other candidates argued that 

considering de Bouille was in favour of the king he praised the plan as it did not threaten or 

damage the French monarchy or the sovereign’s authority.” 

 

d) The outcome of Calonne’s plans 

Most Paper A candidates answered correctly, stating that the plan did not work but then 

also referred to the beginning of the French Revolution of 1789 as to what happened next. 

Paper B candidates often made incorrect use of historical terminology. For instance, by 

using “war” or “civil-war” instead of “revolution”. Some candidates correctly identified that 

Calonne’s financial plan did not have the desired outcome but then failed to say that the 

French Revolution took place. These incomplete or short answers cost candidates  marks. 

Question 5: The 1830 and 1848 Revolutions 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

17 0 11.3  

17 

Paper B 

candidates 

14 0 6.6 

 

a) Source I as a Primary or Secondary Source 

Most candidates gave a correct answer in identifying Source I as a primary source and 

giving correct reasons why it is considered so. Several candidates explained that the source 

was “written in 1848” or “in the same time of the event”. 

 

b) Immediate effects 

Most Paper A candidates referred to the “killing of a hundred people” as the immediate 

effect of the 1848 revolution. Others referred to the general chaos and angry crowd in the 

streets of Paris. Some candidates mentioned other effects not mentioned in the text. Only a 

small proportion of Paper B candidates identified correctly one immediate effect of the 1848 

Revolution from the source itself. 

 

c) Long term effects 

When asked for long term effects, answers varied. For instance, a candidate correctly wrote 

“The 1848 revolution in Frances left a massive impact on Europe as other countries were 

influenced to revolt about the injustice in their countries”. Wrong answers included “the 

policies that Louis Philippe made” and another candidate answered with “this was the 

beginning of Napoleon’s rise to power” probably referring to Napoleon III. 
 

d) Causes of the Revolution 

Most Paper A candidates gave a correct and specific cause that led to the 1848 revolution in 

France. The majority chose the need for liberty and more rights. On the other hand, most 

Paper B candidates were unable to give a correct cause as to why the French people 

revolted in February 1848. Wrong answers included “the Franco-Prussian War, Charles X, 

the guillotine”. Others mistook the 1848 revolt with that of 1789. More generic answers 

included comments such as “wanted liberty, rights, slaughter of 100 civilians, wanted a 
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change and poverty”, failing to give a specific cause to what led to the 1848 revolution in 

France. 

 

e) The sea serpent 

Most candidates correctly related the sea serpent to the wave of “liberty”, “revolution” or 

“nationalism” spreading across Europe in 1848.   

 

f) The general political situation 

Several candidates failed to elaborate sufficiently on the political situation across Europe. 

Several answers were out of point or provided vague replies such as “the country was very 

poor and had a chaos in its finance”. Correct answers included “Louis-Philippe was forced to 

abdicate from the throne in France, and a republic was proclaimed. Revolts shook various 

parts of the Austrian Empire, including Hungary, Bohemia and Vienna itself. The emperor 

was forced to grant a constitution, parliament and liberal concessions to the revolutionaries, 

albeit temporarily. Many other states also suffered revolts that threatened, and in some 

cases, even deposed, their rulers”. 

 

g) Bias and objectivity in the cartoon 

This was  probably the most challenging question for all candidates.. There was no 

straightforward answer to the question, but it provided an opportunity for candidates to 

present an opinion or argument on whether  Source J was biased or objective and more 

importantly, to support one’s argument with evidence from the source. The use of 

adjectives to identify whether the author was biased, or objective was clearly very 

important. Amongst the shortest and simplest yet correct answers showing  exactly what 

objectivity means and how the author of the cartoon played around with it was the 

following:  

 

“It is an objective cartoon in my opinion. The snake is not shown to be particularly glorious. 

It is simply portraying the situation at the time. The kings were indeed worried. It does not 

seem to favour any side”.  

 

Most Paper B candidates failed to answer correctly.. Most of the answers were out of point 

and gave no evidence whatsoever from the source to sustain their answer or argument. The 

majority could not distinguish between objectivity and bias in the cartoon. Such answers 

included for instance: 

 

“I consider it to be based on an objective cartoon in view of what was happening in Europe 

but in cartoon way”,  

 

“it is an objective cartoon portraying how the people of the nations feel and how they are 

being seen”.  

 

Answers were often incomplete andoften failed to identify the two sides represented in the 

cartoon.  
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Question 6: The fall of Communist regimes in Eastern Europe 

 

 Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

Paper A 

candidates 

17 0 9.0  

17 

Paper B 

candidates 

14 0 5.7 

 

a) The impact of Gorbachev’s reforms on Socialism 

Most candidates gave a correct answer to this question, often copying text from Source K. 

Others gave a summary of the source referring to Gorbachev’s wish and attempt to reform 

every aspect of Soviet life and to give Socialism a progressive form of social organisation. A 

small number of replies seemed confused on the actual meaning of the text.  

 

b) Four problems the USSR faced in 1985 

Some candidates gave generic answers some of which were totally unrelated to the 

question, such as “he wanted to take over”.  Wrong answers referred to what happened at 

a stage later than 1985 with candidates stating that “Communism and Gorbachev’s plans 

failed”. Other candidates gave unclear answers such as “people were working a lot”, or 

general answers some of which were totally unrelated to the question such as “USA, 

France, Germany”, “fear of war breaking out”, “the atomic bombs”, “the superpowers 

between America and Russia”, “unjustified rules”. Candidates who did well listed in  detail 

the challenges of that time including “falling life expectancy amongst citizens”, “increase in 

alcoholism”, “concerns that the Soviet manufacturing industry was producing unsuitable” 

and “low-quality goods”. 

 

c) Perestroika and glasnost 

Most candidates were not able to give a correct answer while others gave a partially correct 

answer to the meaning of the terms perestroika and glasnost.  

 

d) The views of Communist hard-liners 

Answers varied from completely wrong answers such as “they thought they were good 

reforms” to better answers such as “They didn’t like his more liberal reforms and saw them 

as unnecessary”. Other replies were that Communist hard-liners saw “…Gorbachev’s 

reforms as too radical and too liberal” and “They felt that Gorbachev was damaging the 

USSR and ruining the principles of Communism”. 
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e) The outcomes of Gorbachev’s reforms 

Most candidates failed to make the best use of Sources L and M to present their argument 

to show how Gorbachev’s reforms failed in reaching his objectives. Candidates gave a 

variety of often incomplete answers. Most candidates explained that the USSR got dissolved 

and how other communist European countries introduced free elections or protested against 

Communism and adopted democracy, using the example of Czechoslovakia mentioned in 

Source L as an example. Some candidates only referred to the message behind Source M 

and explained how Gorbachev’s own reforms ironically brought about the fall of 

Communism in Europe and he could do nothing but look helplessly at the fall of 

Communism represented by a shattered hammer and sickle.  

 

Candidates were expected to explain how Gorbachev’s reforms ironically led to the 

dismantlement of the Soviet Union, how free elections were held in Soviet satellites such as 

Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia after little or no resistance by the Communist Parties 

as seen in Source L. They could also have made reference to the shattered hammer and 

sickle in Source M representing how the USSR got dismantled into independent Republics 

such as the Baltic states. Candidates could have also explained how Gorbachev lost support 

at home and the presidency after a failed coup in 1991 and that there was little he could do 

to stop the change that was taking place, and which were partially initiated by his own 

attempted reforms. 
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Paper II 
   

General Comments 

 

21. Paper II was set in two versions. In both versions, candidates had to choose and answer 

two questions from two sections (A – Maltese History and B – European and International 

History).  

 

22. The themes of all questions were similar for both versions and all questions were out of 25. 

Table 5 indicates the themes of all questions set for paper A and Paper B: 

 

Question no Theme 

MALTESE HISTORY 

1 The navy of the Order 

2 French rule in Malta 

3 Constitutional rights under British 

4 Plague and epidemics in 1800s 

5 World War One impact on Malta 

6 Post-Independent Malta relations 

EUROPEAN HISTORY 

7 Voyages of Exploration 

8 Napoleon’s downfall/aftermath 

9 The Industrial Revolution 

10 Rival alliances leading to WW1 

11 Cold War divisions in Europe 

12 Post-Communist developments 

 

23. The difference between Paper A and B lay in the question design and the structure of the 

answer  expected from candidates. Paper IIA questions were set in essay form and tested 

the candidates’ ability to construct arguments and discuss themes at some length and 

depth of understanding. Paper IIB questions were more structured and while they tested 

the candidates’ knowledge and ability to construct arguments, they were less demanding 

than the questions set for Paper IIB.   

 

24. Out of 120 candidates sitting for Paper IIA, there were 7 absentees. Out of the 69 

candidates sitting for Paper IIB, there were 16 absentees. 

 

25. From the 113 candidates who sat for Paper IIA, all but one answered four questions as 

required. One candidate did not answer any question. From the 53 candidates who sat for 

Paper IIB, only two candidates did not answer four questions, and both left out the 

questions in Section B (European History). Three candidates from the Paper B stream 

answered more than the required four questions. 

 

26. Only 4 candidates answered Paper II in Maltese, one from Paper A stream and three from 

Paper B stream. 
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Paper IIA 

 

27. Table 6 indicates the distribution of questions chosen by candidates sitting for this Paper: 

 

Question  Number of 

candidates  

% of all 

candidates 

Question  Number of 

candidates  

% of all 

candidates 

1 

M
A

L
T

E
S

E
 4 3.5 7 

E
U

R
O

P
E

A
N

 62 54.9 

2 54 47.8 8 34 30.1 

3 32 28.3 9 34 30.1 

4 23 20.4 10 22 19.5 

5 84 74.3 11 60 53.1 

6 27 23.9 12 10 8.8 

 

 

28. The most popular essay title in Section A was Question 5 that dealt with the economic, 

social and political repercussions of World War One on Malta, followed by Question 2 on the 

French rule of Malta. The least popular was Question 1 that dealt with the navy of the Order 

of St John.  

29. The most popular essay title in Section B was Question 7 on the Voyages of Exploration, 

followed by Question 11 on the Cold War. These two topics tend to be quite attractive for 

students of History in general. The least popular was Question 12 on post-Communist 

developments in International Relations. 

 

30. Table 7 indicates the overall performance of candidates in this Paper: 

Question no Theme Lowest mark Highest mark Average 

MALTESE HISTORY 

1 The navy of the Order 5 16 10.5 

2 French rule in Malta 3 20 14.9 

3 Constitutional rights under British 0 20 12.8 

4 Plague and epidemics in 1800s 4 16 12.3 

5 World War One impact on Malta 3 21 13.9 

6 Post-Independent Malta relations 1 19 13.6 

EUROPEAN HISTORY 

7 Voyages of Exploration 0 20 13.3 

8 Napoleon’s downfall/aftermath 1 25 12.9 

9 The Industrial Revolution 4 18 11.1 

10 Rival alliances leading to WW1 10 20 15.3 

11 Cold War divisions in Europe 2 20 13.9 

12 Post-Communist developments 4 20 15.1 

 

Examiners also noted the following challenges: 

 

 Most candidates are finding it hard to express their ideas in English. their 

argumentation in very simple English. Writing skills are poor and some students do not 

even  organise their answers into paragraphs.  

 

 

 . Most candidates do not use or include the correct historical terminology in their 

answers.  
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Section A: Maltese History 
 

Question 1: The navy of the Order of St John till the end of the 17th century 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

4 16 5 10.5 25 

 

This question was the least popular. Some candidates partially answered the question  and 

there was a tendency to pick a naval exploit rather than addressing three case scenarios 

requested in the question.. 

Question 2: French rule in Malta: reforms and Maltese reaction 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

54 20 3 14.9 25 

 

Candidates preferred to focus on the negative reforms enacted by Napoleon in 1798.  

The narrative part of Napoleon’s taking Malta was given a lot of importance by several 

candidates. The decline of the Order in Malta and on the international scene was rarely 

mentioned. What encouraged Napoleon to take Malta was once again not given its credit by 

most of the candidates.  

Generally, candidates seemed unaware of the blockade. Instead of blockade, some students 

used the term revolution. The names of Maltese patriots such as Dun Mikiel Xerri were rarely 

mentioned.  
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Question 3: The struggle for Maltese constitutional rights under the British 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

32 20 0 12.8 25 

 

The Examiners note that most candidates answering this question knew how to map Malta’s 

constitutional progress and regress between 1800 and 1903.  

Though the responses were generally acceptable, some candidates failed to include some key 

points in the debate, like the 1812 Commission that concluded that the Maltese were unfit for 

power, the Declaration of Rights (1802), the freedom of the press and the Cardwell Principle.  

Only a few responses showed awareness of the international scenario influencing  the type of  

constitution given by the British colonial rulers.  

Terminologies still seem to confuse students. For example, the Constitution was given the name 

of ‘advisory council’. The political group to which Mitrovich belonged to, was referred to as the 

‘commission’. A candidate even claimed that the 1813 Royal Commission was set up by 

Maitland.  

The majority opted for a chronological narrative essay rather than debating the nature of 

progress or otherwise in Malta’s constitutional development 

 

Question 4: The effect of the Plague and other epidemics on British Malta  

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

23 16 4 12.3 25 

 

A good number of candidates preferred to focus on the 1813 plague and how ‘King Tom’ 

managed to control it. Some candidates even referred to the 1813 plague as the black plague. 

Few candidates made any reference to the other epidemics Malta experienced during the 

nineteenth century. 

 

Question 5: The social, economic and political effects of the First World War  

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

84 21 3 13.9 25 

 

This was the most popular question in both sections. Once again, most candidates preferred to 

be selective and just focused on two advantages gained because of the First World War: the 

fact that Malta became a nurse in the Mediterranean and the economic side of that scenario. 

The fact that prosperity was short lived and the Sette Guigno events would be the end result of 

that trail was neglected overall.. Examiners expected better responses from Paper 2A 

candidates.  



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC HISTORY (FIRST SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 21 of 32 

 

 

Question 6: Post-Independence Malta’s relations with Britain and the EEC 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

27 19 1 13.6 25 

 

Generally, the answers were poor.  A number of responses contained incorrect information and 

facts and some others could not distinguish between what happened in 1972 and the events 

leading to 1974. . 

 

Section B: European History 
 

Question 7: The causes and effects of the Voyages of Exploration 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

62 20 0 13.3 25 

 

When discussing the factors that motivated Europeans to engage in Voyages of Exploration, a 

substantial number of candidates mentioned some of the following points:  

 The developments in shipping and navigation technology made voyages across the oceans 

more possible than before;  

 

 The need for new trade routes beyond Europe especially after the fall of Constantinople and 

the expansion of the Ottoman Empire in the Levant;  

 

 The Catholic Church encouraged conversion of indigenous peoples that were discovered in 

the early voyages;  

 

 Explorers sought to engage in adventurous voyages in search of fame, riches and power. 

 

One factor which was missing in all answers was the ‘intellectual factor’, in the sense that 

humanistic learning and the quest for knowledge may have aroused curiosity for people keen in 

navigation to attempt voyages into the unknown seas. 

 

When candidates attempted the second part of the question, i.e. the immediate effects of the early 

Voyages of Exploration and Discovery, most of the answers included some of the following points:  

 The beginning of the Atlantic slave trade;  

 

 The extraction of silver and other precious materials from the conquered lands used by 

monarchs to finance their wars in Europe;  

 

 The discovery of new products entering Europe such as coffee, chocolate and tobacco;  

 

 



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC HISTORY (FIRST SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 22 of 32 

 

 The advent of the colonization period with the expeditions of the Spanish Conquistadores, 

Cortez and Pizarro and the rivalry between the European Powers for the acquisition of 

colonies;  

 

 The extermination of the indigenous peoples  by forced harsh labour and disease.  

 

Candidates were awarded marks according to the clarity and depth of their answers. 

 

 

Question 8: Napoleon’s downfall and its aftermath 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

34 25 1 12.9 25 

 

When answering the question on reasons for Napoleon’s downfall, most candidates fared well in the 

points mentioned and in the way these points were discussed. The most common points included: 

 

 In his later career Napoleon came to be perceived as a foreign oppressive tyrant by many 

Europeans; 
 

 By time, he lost his ability to win easy and swift victories and his enemies learned from his 

tactics how to defeat him in battle;  

 

 The Continental System which he imposed on Europe against Britain made more harm to 

France and to his popularity in Europe than it did to Britain;  
 

 The invasion of Spain and Russia were the result of over-confidence and lack of judgement 

based on his initial successes which made him underestimate his enemies;  
 

 His inability to defeat Britain, left Britain the focal point for the formation of coalitions of 

other European Powers against him;  

 

 His ambition to control not only France but Europe as well, in the end led to his total defeat 

and removal from power. 

 

The second part of the question on how the European Powers dealt with the aftermath of 

Napoleon’s downfall was less successfully tackled by candidates. Most of the answers lacked clear 

and adequate knowledge and understanding of the aims and conclusions reached at the Congress of 

Vienna. Only a handful of candidates included or defined key terms connected with the Congress of 

Vienna, such as ‘the principles of legitimacy, balance of power, the Congress System, the Quadruple 

Alliance and the Holy Alliance’. The most common responses included points such as:  

 

 The restoration of the Bourbon monarchy in France;  

 

 The restoration of autocratic monarchs to their former thrones;  

 

 The unification of Belgium with the Netherlands;  

 

 The acquisition of the Rhineland by Prussia and Poland by Russia;  

 

 The overriding influence of Metternich through the Metternich system.  
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Question 9: The spread of the Industrial Revolution 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

34 18 4 11.1 25 

 

Most candidates dedicated the first paragraph of their answer to assess briefly the Industrial 

Revolution in Britain and then proceeded to describe some features of that revolution with 

respect to France, Germany and Russia.  

Most candidates had some idea as to how Industrialisation reached France, namely during the 

July Monarchy and the Second Empire of Napoleon III but did not provide specific and concrete 

evidence to substantiate their views.  

In some cases, the part on Germany was given more weight and included points such as the 

Zollverein, the expansion of railways; the development of steel, chemical, weapons and 

electrical industries and the rapid industrialization of Germany after unification resulting in its 

surpassing of Britain by the early 1900s.   

When discussing the part about Russia, most candidates mentioned the social and economic 

backwardness of Russia; its prevailing feudal setup until the 1860s; the first attempts to 

industrialize the economy in the 1890s with the help of foreign investment. They also 

mentioned how Russia’s extensive natural resources and large population served as a catalyst 

for its industrial take-off.  

It was noted that most candidates, although they started their extended writing with an 

introductory paragraph on Britain, failed to include a concluding paragraph to balance and sum 

up their own generalizations, conclusions and judgement on the pattern of how the Industrial 

Revolution reached and spread across the European Continent in the nineteenth century. 

 

Question 10: The rival Alliances and the causes of the First World War 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

22 20 10 15.3 25 

 

The candidates who attempted the first part of this question mentioned and elaborated on the 

following relevant points in their answer:  

 

 The defeat of France in the Franco-Prussian War;  

 

 Bismarck’s foreign policy aim to isolate France diplomatically by forming an alliance with 

Austria-Hungary and Russia;  

 

 The formation of the Dual Alliance with Austria-Hungary which became a Triple Alliance 

with the addition of Italy;  

 

 Bismarck’s resignation and the diplomatic blunders committed by Emperor Wilhelm II;  
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 The rapprochement between France and Russia and between France, Britain and Russia, 

resulting in the formation of the Triple Entente as a defensive alliance against the Triple 

Alliance. 

 

 

For the second part of the question, most of the candidates’ answers were successful, 

adequately detailed and well argued. The most frequent points mentioned were:  

 The arms race between the two rival alliances;  

 

 The international incidents that made an armed conflict more probable, such as the 

Moroccan Crises, the Anglo-German naval race, the Bosnian Question and the Balkan 

Wars;  

 

 The assassination of Sarajevo and its immediate consequences, namely the Austro-

Hungarian ultimatum against Serbia and the countdown to war by the Great Powers was 

very extensively discussed by most candidates. 

 

Question 11: The Cold War divisions in Europe and its effects 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

60 20 2 13.9 25 

 

The candidates who attempted this question answered the first part successfully by mentioning 

the following relevant points:  

 

 The end of the war alliance between the USA and the USSR with the defeat of Germany 

and Japan;  

 

 The atomic superiority of the USA provoked the suspicion of Stalin who saw it as a threat 

of the West against the USSR;  

 

 The post-war disagreement between the Western Powers and the USSR over the future 

of Germany and Eastern Europe that ended up with two spheres of influence;  

 

 The political division of Germany, the setting up of NATO and the Warsaw Pact and the 

Berlin Wall made the division of Europe more permanent for the whole Cold War period. 

 

When discussing the effects that the division of Europe had on the peoples of Eastern Europe, most 

candidates mentioned some of the following points:  

 

 Communist governments in Eastern Europe had to follow the line dictated by the USSR;  

 

 The economic resources of the Eastern European states were used for the benefit of the 

Soviet economy;  

 

 Citizens were denied political and civic rights enjoyed in the free world, such as freedom of 

expression, of conscience and of association;  
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 The Communist regimes made use of the secret police to hunt down and imprison political 

dissidents;  

 

 Eastern Europeans had to accept a lower standard of living while the higher officials of the 

ruling Communist parties enjoyed considerable power and privileges.  

 

 

On the other hand, the following points were not mentioned by any of the candidates:  

 

 Most people were indoctrinated to believe that the Communist system was the best politico-

economic system and that the capitalist system was evil and degenerate;  

 

 The only tourism that was encouraged was that between Eastern European states for fear of 

‘contamination’ from the capitalist world;  

 

 The drive towards rapid industrialization and militarization brought about widespread urban 

pollution and the neglect of domestic technology, education and health services. 

 

Question 12: Developments in the post-Communist era in International Relations 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

10 20 4 15.1 25 

 

Most candidates discussed the component on post-war European integration very comprehensively, 

providing a structured and logical overview of the aims and key landmarks in the setting up and 

enlargement of the European Union. The points most commonly mentioned here were:  

 

 The destruction left in Europe after the war;  

 

 The shattered economy of most European countries;  

 

 The fear of a Communist takeover in Western Europe;  

 

 The need for European countries to integrate their economies to avoid a future conflict;  

 

 The setting up of the ESCE, the Treaty of Rome, the various EU enlargements between 1973 

and 2007, the Treaty of Maastricht and the introduction of the euro. 

 

When discussing post-war international terrorism, most candidates started with a definition of 

term terrorism; the aims of the major terrorist groups that operated in Europe and beyond, 

such as the IRA, ETA, the PLO and Al Qaeda and some of the consequences of terrorism on the 

everyday life of European citizens, such as greater security in airports and in public places. Most 

candidates discussed in some detail Al Qaeda’s attack on the Twin Towers and the US 

declaration of ‘War on Terror’. 
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Paper IIB 

 

31. Table 8 indicates the distribution of questions chosen by candidates sitting for this Paper: 

 

Question  Number of 

candidates  

% of all 

candidates 

Question  Number of 

candidates  

% of all 

candidates 

1 

M
A

L
T

E
S

E
 9 15 7 

E
U

R
O

P
E

A
N

 27 51 

2 15 28 8 7 13 

3 5 9 9 10 19 

4 20 38 10 25 47 

5 38 72 11 25 47 

6 19 36 12 9 15 

 

32. The most popular essay title overall and also for Section A was Question 5 on the impact of 

World War One on Malta.  

 

33. The most popular essay title in Section B was Question 7 on the Voyages of Exploration, 

which is considered a popular topic among students of History. 

 

34. Table 9 indicates the overall performance of candidates in this Paper: 

Question no Theme Lowest mark Highest mark Average 

MALTESE HISTORY 

1 The navy of the Order 0 8 3.3 

2 French rule in Malta 0 15 6.7 

3 Constitutional rights under British 0 19 10.6 

4 Plague and epidemics in 1800s 3 19 9.5 

5 World War One impact on Malta 1 16 7.1 

6 Post-Independent Malta relations 0 18 4.2 

EUROPEAN HISTORY 

7 Voyages of Exploration 3 20 10.6 

8 Napoleon’s downfall/aftermath 1 16 8.4 

9 The Industrial Revolution 0 15 5.8 

10 Rival alliances leading to WW1 0 19 8.7 

11 Cold War divisions in Europe 0 21 10.8 

12 Post-Communist developments 1 18 8.8 

 

 

35. Candidates fared poorly in both Sections. The quality of the answers was very low across all 

scripts.  
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Section A: Maltese History 
 

Question 1: The navy of the Order of St John till the end of the 17th century 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

9 8 0 15 25 

 

Several candidates provided poor definitions of the term ‘slaves’. Candidates also offered 

incorrect responses to the questions on corsairing and Romegas. The answers to the other sub-

questions were generally adequate.  

 

Question 2: French rule in Malta: reforms and Maltese reaction 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

15 15 0 6.7 25 

 

When commenting on the port from which the French fleet departed on its way to Malta, several 

candidates mentioned a wide array of French places, the most common being Paris and 

Marseilles. Few made a correct reference to Toulon. Likewise, few candidates made a correct 

reference to Grandmaster Hompesch as the Grandmaster ruling Malta in 1798. Indeed, several 

Grandmasters were mentioned including De Valette and La Cassiere. Napoleon was also dubbed 

as the ‘King of France’! 

  

Question 3: The struggle for Maltese constitutional rights under the British 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

5 19 0 10.6 25 

 

This was the least popular question among Paper B candidates and  candidates fared quite 

poorly in their answers. None of the candidates were able to define ‘Crown Colony’. Likewise, no 

candidate was able to explain convincingly the main features of the 1849 Constitution, or 

explain the Cardwell Principle, or expand on the main characteristics of the 1887 Constitution. 

 

Question 4: The effect of the Plague and other epidemics on British Malta  

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

20 19 3 9.5 25 

 

The performance of the candidates in this question was considerably poor. The 1813 plague was 

erroneously referred to as the ‘Black Death’ by several candidates. The explanations given for 

the spread of the cholera were mostly incorrect.  
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Question 5: The social, economic and political effects of the First World War  

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

38 16 1 7.1 25 

 

A wide array of incorrect responses was given to the question on the governor of Malta between 

1915 and 1919. The confusion evidenced in these answers proves that candidates lack very 

basic general knowledge and are unable to distinguish between Grand masters, Prime Ministers 

and the rest and they have a poor notion of historical timelines and facts..  

 

Question 6: Post-Independence Malta’s relations with Britain and the EEC 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

19 18 0 4.2 25 

 

A good number of candidates were unable to identify Malta’s Prime Minister in 1964. Responses 

included Mintoff, Strickland and so on. Some candidates also could not distinguish between 

Independence and the Republic. Mintoff was hailed by some as the one who brought 

independence. Some candidates suggested that the Republic was the result of putting pressure 

on the British rather than negotiations between fellow Maltese.  

No candidate was able to comment appropriately on the relations Malta developed with the 

European Economic Community between 1964 and 1978. 

 

Section B: European History 

Question 7: The causes and effects of the Voyages of Exploration 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

27 20 3 10.6 25 

 

Most candidates who attempted this question gave an appropriate or satisfactory definition or 

explanation of the terms ‘Age of Exploration’ and ‘Age of Colonization’, although a significant number 

of answers were very brief.  

When it came to mention three causes that motivated Europeans to engage in voyages of exploration, 

the most common answers were too short: for money, gold, fame, curiosity, adventure, new 

products, to conquer and colonize new lands, to expand Christianity beyond Europe.  

When providing four effects of the Age of Discovery on subsequent European history, most candidates 

just mentioned examples but showed very superficial knowledge. The most common examples of 

answers were: the conquest/colonization of new lands; the death of the indigenous peoples by 

disease; the slave trade; wars between European powers; expansion of European trade. 
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Question 8: Napoleon’s downfall and its aftermath 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

7 16 1 8.4 25 

 

The candidates who answered this question on the Napoleonic era gave adequate but not 

always a comprehensive understanding of the Continental System as a commercial war between 

Napoleon and Britain. Some candidates referred to Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar, the failed 

invasion of France by Napoleon and the failure of the Continental System to ruin Britain’s 

economy.  

 

When answering the component on the Spanish Revolt, the most common points mentioned 

were the unsuccessful occupation of Spain by France, the popular revolt characterised by 

guerrilla warfare and the British military aid in defence of Portugal who refused to join the 

Continental System.  

 

The component on the Russian Campaign was answered successfully by most candidates. The 

main points mentioned were the decision by Russia to abandon the Continental System, 

Napoleon’s fatal decision to invade Russia ending in the retreat of the Grand Army during the 

Russian winter and the final and decisive defeat, abdication and exile of Napoleon. 

 

When answering the second part of the question on the Congress of Vienna, most candidates 

were less successful, denoting unclear knowledge and understanding of the principles agreed at 

that congress, namely: the principle of balance of power, the principle of legitimacy and the 

Holy Alliance.  

The component on the balance of power had the most satisfactory answer with concrete 

examples  including the Prussian Rhineland as a buffer zone against France; the union of 

Belgium with the Netherlands; Poland granted to Russia.  

Some candidates demonstrated an understanding of the principle of legitimacy, mentioning 

examples of rulers who were restored, such as the Pope and the Bourbon Kings in France and 

Spain.  

When discussing the Holy Alliance, most candidates showed unclear knowledge and 

understanding of how and why it was formed, the most common remark was that it was an 

alliance intended against France. 
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Question 9: The spread of the Industrial Revolution 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

10 15 0 5.8 25 

 

When answering the question on the spreading of the Industrial Revolution to Belgium, France, 

Germany and Russia, only a few candidates tackled the question by discussing each state separately 

and mentioning clear and convincing arguments to show the expected knowledge and understanding.  

The part on Belgium was omitted by most candidates, the most common point mentioned here was 

that it was the first country to experience the Industrial Revolution because of its geographical 

proximity with Britain.  

The part on France was tackled with some more detail, mentioning the slow advance of this revolution 

during the Napoleonic Wars and the significant advances during the reigns of Louis Philippe and 

Napoleon III, characterised by the expansion of trade, the factory system and the construction of 

railways.  

When discussing the Industrial Revolution in Germany, most candidates mentioned the Zollverein as 

an economic customs union headed by Prussia, the slow advance of industrialization due to the 

division of Germany and the rapid industrialization after Germany’s unification, characterized by 

expansion of the chemical, steel and military industries.  

With regards to the Industrial Revolution in Russia, the most common points mentioned were Sergei 

Witte’s economic reforms and industrial projects such as the Trans-Siberian railway and the rapid 

industrialization of the USSR under Stalin. 

 

 

Question 10: The rival Alliances and the causes of the First World War 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

25 19 0 8.7 25 

 

When answering the first component of this question, most candidates gave partially correct 

answers when they came to mention the two rival Great Power blocs in 1914. Although most 

candidates gave the correct names of these two alliances, i.e. the Triple Alliance and the Triple 

Entente, some candidates mixed up some of the Great Powers – e.g. including Japan or Italy in the 

Triple Entente or including the Turkish Empire instead of Italy in the Triple Alliance.  

Candidates were less successful when attempting to explain how and why these alliances were 

formed. The most commonly mentioned points were Bismarck’s initial Dual Alliance with Austria 

which was then extended to include Italy; the rapprochement between France and Russia 

culminating in the Dual Alliance and the fear of isolation by Britain following the naval race with 

Germany, culminating in the Triple Entente with France and Russia.   

The component dealing with the Sarajevo assassination in 1914 was answered successfully with 

clear and adequate description of the tragic event, the involvement of the Black Hand, the 

subsequent Austrian ultimatum against Serbia and the chain reaction leading to the outbreak of 

World War I. 
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Question 11: The Cold War divisions in Europe and its effects 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

25 21 0 10.8 25 

 

Most candidates gave satisfactory but very brief answers about the Iron Curtain and the NATO and 

Warsaw Pact alliances. The main points mentioned when discussing the Iron Curtain were: 

Churchill’s speech in which he mentioned that term for the first time; the occupation of Eastern 

Europe by the USSR and the setting up of Communist regimes; and the building of the Berlin Wall 

which made the division of Europe between East and West more permanent.  

When discussing the opposing military blocs, most candidates mentioned why NATO was set up as 

a defensive alliance against the fear of a Soviet-Communist invasion of Western Europe; the 

response of the USSR to the NATO alliance was in turn the setting up of the Warsaw Pact. Most 

candidates mentioned that these two alliances made the Cold War more permanent and further 

accentuated the arms race between the Superpowers.  

A substantial minority of candidates failed to mention five correct states that were behind the Iron 

Curtain – some wrongly included Berlin, Yugoslavia or even Turkey in their answer. Most candidates 

only managed to mention three correct answers.  

When answering the third component, most candidates gave satisfactory answers, but tended to 

repeat the same point in different words. The most common point mentioned centred on life in East 

Berlin because of the Berlin Wall. Some examples mentioned were: one-party regimes; no multi-

party and free elections; no civil rights; no free travel outside the Iron Curtain; economic stagnation 

and a low standard of living; deportation and exile of political opponents and widespread corruption 

by the Communist Party elite. 
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Question 12: Developments in the post-Communist era in International Relations 

 

Number of candidates Highest mark Lowest mark Average mark Total mark 

9 18 1 8.8 25 

 

When answering the component about the break-up of the USSR, most candidates focused their 

answer on discussing the economic and financial problems faced by the USSR in the 1980s, and 

its inability to catch up with the USA in the arms race. Only a handful of candidates mentioned 

the terms perestroika and glasnost. Candidates also mentioned the declaration of independence 

by the Soviet republics marking the dissolution of the USSR and the resignation of Gorbachev 

as President. Most candidates did not make any reference to any states that became 

independent from the USSR. 

 

The component on the break-up of Yugoslavia was the least successfully answered and included 

these common points in the answer: the ethnic problems that cropped up after Tito’s death; 

Milosevic’s attempt to establish Serbian domination over the other republics; the civil war in 

Yugoslavia and the intervention by NATO. Most candidates failed to mention the states which 

came out from the former Federation of Yugoslavia. 

 

Most candidates were more successful when discussing the enlargement of the European Union 

after 1990. Many referred to the landmarks in the history of the EU, such as the ECSE and the 

Treaty of Rome. Most candidates managed to link the EU enlargement with the fall of the Berlin 

Wall, the end of the Cold War and the fall of the Communist regimes in Eastern Europe. Some 

candidates made some reference to countries that joined the EU in the 1995 and 2004 

enlargement. 

 

The last component which dealt with the threat of Al Qaeda included the following points: the 

origins of Al Qaeda during the Afghan War against the USSR; the prominence of Bin Laden as its 

leader and in turning it against the West and the USA; the attack on the Twin Towers and the 

US declaration of war against international terrorism. 
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