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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Geography was 183, which is 23 candidates more 

than in 2018. Of these, 105 opted for Paper IIA and 78 for Paper IIB.  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 15 9 28 17 12 - - 9 15 105 

PAPER B - - - 7 2 4 3 16 46 78 

TOTAL 15 9 28 24 14 4 3 25 61 183 

% OF TOTAL 8.2 4.9 15.3 13.1 7.7 2.2 1.6 13.7 33.3 100.0 

Table 1: The distribution of grades for the Geography May 2019 session. 

The distribution of grades for the May 2019 session is indicated in Table 1. Of concern is the relatively high 

level of absenteeism amongst Paper B candidates which amounted to 58.97% of all registered for Paper B.  

Paper I consisted of ten compulsory structured questions covering the whole syllabus content, including a 

range of geographical skills. Questions 1 and 2 carried 16 marks each and the remaining questions, the 

distribution range of which is shown in Table 2, a total of 48 marks. Paper I had a total of 80 marks, with the 

marks awarded to the fieldwork report added to this amount for a maximum of 100 marks. Paper IIA and IIB 

were divided into two sections each, with candidates having to answer two questions out of the four set in 

each of the two sections. Section A dealt with physical geography topics whilst Section B with syllabus 

content relating to human and environmental geography. Each Paper IIA and IIB question carried a maximum 

of 25 marks with the four questions totalling 100 marks. 

Table 2: Paper I – Average mark obtained by candidates for each question. 

 

 

 

 

PAPER I  

Question number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

Max. Marks 16 16 6  6 8 4 6 6 6 6 
Total 

80 

PAPER A 10.92 11.79 4.91 4.32 3.66 3.78 3.77 3.58 5.57 4.59 56.9 

PAPER B 5.33 7.37 1.83 2.88 1.77 3 1.23 1.1 3.9 2.67 31.1 

Percentage 

difference 

between Paper A 

and B 

51.2 37.5 62.7 33.3 51.6 20.6 67.4 69.3 29.9 41.8 

 

45.3 
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The overall marks breakdown, distribution and averages are given in Tables 2 to 4. This was worked out 

according to the number of scripts received, therefore excluding absentee candidates.  

Table 3: Paper IIA – Main theme, number of candidates opting for each question and average mark obtained. 

Table 2 demonstrates that overall, Paper A candidates obtained forty-five percentage points above those 

sitting for Paper B. Questions with a broader percentage difference between Paper A and B candidates were 

1 (Reading & Interpretation of Topographic Maps), 3 (Rocks & Soils), 5 (Weather & Climate), 7 (Settlement) 

and 8 (Industrial Activity), with the latter question having a sixty-nine-percentage difference. Questions 6 

(World Climates & Ecosystems) and 9 (Energy Resources) had the least percentage difference between Paper 

A and B candidates.  

As explained in the opening section of this report, Papers IIA and IIB were subject to candidate choice 

questions. The main strand emerging from Table 3 on Paper IIA candidate question preference indicates a 

predisposition towards questions 1 (World Climate & Ecosystems), question 7 (Population & Settlement) and 

question 8 (Urbanisation). The least popular questions were 2 (Plate Tectonics; Rocks & Soils) and 6 

(Agriculture), which in the case of the latter was only answered by 6 candidates. Candidates faired best in 

Human Geography-related content, obtaining the highest average marks in questions 6 (Tourism), 7 

(Population & Settlement) and 8 (Urbanisation). 

Table 4: Paper IIB – Main theme, number of candidates opting for each question and average mark obtained. 

PAPER IIA (total no. of candidates 105) 

Theme 

World 

Climates & 

Ecosystems 

Plate 

Tectonics; 

Rocks & 

Soils 

Hydrological 

Cycle & 

Rivers 

Coasts Tourism Agriculture 
Population; 

Settlement 
Urbanisation 

Question number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Maximum Marks 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Number of 

candidates 
78  21  42 38 30 6 82 62  

Average Mark 13.05  17.57 10.44 12.05 17.03 19.33 18.87 19.92 

PAPER IIB (total number of candidates 78) 

Theme 

Plate 

Tectonics; 

Rocks & 

Soils 

Coasts 

Hydrological 

Cycle & 

Rivers 

Hot 

Deserts 

Energy 

Resources 

Urbanisatio

n 

World 

Development 
Population 

Question number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Maximum Marks 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Number of 

candidates 
 10 12 19 13 29 12 1 18 

Average Mark  5.4 8.92 4.53 11.62 15.97 15.67 2 16.56 
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Table 4 indicates a fairly even distribution range for candidate question choice in Paper IIB. Question 5 

(Energy Resources) was the most popular question whilst question 7 (World Development) was only 

answered by 1 candidate. With the exception of question 7, Paper B candidates faired best in Human 

Geography-related content.  

This year’s candidate performance indicates a marked difference between Paper A and B candidates. The 

total Paper I average for Paper A students was 56.9/100, whereas Paper B students obtained an average of 

31.1/100. However, an analysis of the marks attained for the fieldwork reports presented by both Paper A 

and B candidates shows a narrowing of this gap. The average fieldwork mark attained by Paper A candidates 

was of 15.17/20, whereas Paper B candidates attained an average of 13.29/20 marks. 

There were fifteen absent Paper A registered candidates and forty-six absent Paper B candidates. The latter 

figure amounts to 58.97% of all candidates registered for Paper B. Twenty-two Paper A candidates failed to 

present their fieldwork reports. Seven of these sat for the SEC examination, but only one obtained a pass 

mark (grade 5). The remaining six candidates obtained an unclassified mark. None of the fifteen candidates 

absent for the Paper A examination submitted fieldwork reports.  

Sixty-four Paper B candidates failed to present their fieldwork report, out of which fourteen sat for the SEC 

examination. Three of these obtained a grade 6, whilst the remaining obtained an unclassified mark. None 

of the forty-six Paper B candidates absent for the SEC exam submitted fieldwork reports.  

B. GENERAL REMARKS ON COURSEWORK 

Fieldwork is an integral part of the Geography SEC syllabus and as such, students are to be encouraged to 

participate in fieldwork activities. This year, a total of eighty-six Paper A and B candidates failed to present 

their fieldwork reports, indicating that the number of students opting out of SEC Geography-related 

coursework is on the increase.  

MATSEC appointed examiners moderated a total of 29 fieldwork reports in state, church and private 

independent schools. School moderation was carried out between 25th March and 15th April 2019. In 

addition, 10 fieldwork reports submitted by private candidates were moderated, and private candidates 

were called for an interview at the MATSEC Support Unit on 15th April 2019. Generally speaking, moderated 

fieldwork reports were of a standard compatible with that expected at a SEC level. The average mark attained 

by Paper A candidates was of 15.17/20, whereas Paper B candidates attained and average of 13.29/20 marks.  

Fieldwork moderation indicated that the assessment marks awarded by teachers were mostly satisfactory. 

The presented reports were well related to one physical and one human aspect of the syllabus and were 

undertaken in two different locations. A positive factor observed was the overall range of appropriate sites 

selected to conduct the fieldwork, as well as the range of topics presented, including coastal geomorphology, 

the investigation of a ria harbour, urban problems in selected localities, local manufacturing industries, 

weather observation and data collection, farming methods and urban sprawl. The adequate standard of the 

presented work reflects a high commitment by most of the teachers involved in the fieldwork coordination 

process. Frequently, teachers discuss first drafts with the students and provide feedback on improvement 

that can be undertaken.  
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The following remarks reflect comments submitted by the various moderators: 

1. Geography fieldwork reports were well planned, providing table of content, aims and objectives, a division 

into chapters including a suitable conclusion, illustrations with captions, and a bibliography. A variety of data 

collection methods were used including observation, the drawing of sketches and cross-sectional diagrams, 

the conducting of surveys and interviews, the distribution and analysis of questionnaires, the carrying out of 

pedestrian counts, quadrat analysis and soil testing. In most instances the collected data was appropriate 

for the remit of the fieldwork in question and was adequately described and analysed. 

2. Some of the presented fieldwork reports lacked relevant illustration and diagrams were not satisfactorily 

integrated and linked to the fieldwork text.  

3. When considering the inclusion of certain fieldwork topics such as the observation and monitoring of local 

weather conditions or soil testing, it is necessary for the school to ensure access to required equipment in 

order to enable students to record the required data. 

4. It would have been useful if the marking scheme adopted by teachers to mark the project would have 

been made available to the MATSEC moderators. 

5. The standard of presented fieldwork reports could be substantially improved by encouraging candidates 

to include their personal reflections and recommendations in the concluding section of the fieldwork report. 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper Marker feedback was generally positive. However, a fair number of candidates still lack an 

understanding of geography-related terminology and concepts while others lacked knowledge on some 

syllabus topics.  

Paper I 

The average mark obtained per question is given in Table 2. This data indicates how Paper A candidates fared 

substantially better in all Paper 1 questions than Paper B candidates. 

Question 1 

The vast majority of the candidates sitting for Paper A displayed an adequate knowledge of mapping skills 

and provided correct grid referencing, compass directions and accurate distance measurement. However, in 

part-questions ‘e’ and ‘f’ a number of candidates were unable to convert the measured distance into 

kilometres or estimate the map distance in kilometres. In part-question ‘e’, 1 mark was allotted for the 

provision of the correct distance in centimetres. 

Question 2  

The majority of both Paper A and Paper B candidates were able to correctly name the countries indicated 

on the World Map as well as the major seas and volcanoes. However, only a few candidates, namely those 

registered for Paper A, named the major ocean currents in part-question ‘d’ correctly.  

Question 3 

Paper A candidates fared well in this question, drew appropriate and well-labelled diagrams and provided a 

suitable description of the selected weathering process. However, this question was left unanswered by a 

substantial number of Paper B candidates. 
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Question 4 

A large percentage of Paper A and B candidates were not familiar with river drainage basin terminology, 

especially those relating to ‘stores’ and ‘flows’. Only a few candidates obtained full marks in this question. 

Question 5 

The majority of candidates fared poorly in this question. Surprisingly, a fair number of candidates failed to 

correctly distinguish between ‘weather’ and ‘climate’ terminology. Furthermore, the term ‘anticyclone’ in 

part-question ‘b’ was often mistaken to signify a low-pressure system. Table 2 data shows that Paper A and 

B candidates respectively obtained an average of 3.66/8 and 1.77/8 marks for this question. 

Question 6 

Most Paper A candidates obtained all marks assigned to this question. A substantial portion of Paper B 

candidates were not familiar with the terms ‘biome’ and ‘xerophytic’ and were unaware that ‘overgrazing’ 

leads to ‘desertification’. 

Question 7 

Most candidates provided suitable answers for part-question ‘a’. Surprisingly, however, a fair number of 

candidates appeared to be unfamiliar with the settlement patters illustrated in part-question ‘b’. This was 

generally the case amongst Paper B candidates who on average only obtained 1.2/6 marks. 

Question 8 

Only a minority of Paper B candidates could appropriately define ‘footloose’ terminology and answers 

provided to part-question ‘b’ were basic. However, indirect impacts of globalisation, such as environment 

degradation and over population were in some instances considered. Answers provided by Paper A 

candidates were generally more comprehensive, but at an average mark of 3.6/6, these still fared poorly.  

Question 9 

The vast majority of the candidates defined ‘non-renewable energy resources’ correctly in sub-question ‘a’ 

and generally provided correct answers for part-questions ‘b’ and ‘c’. 

Question 10 

Considering the open-ended nature of this question and the wide range of possible answers to the problems 

and impacts of urban transport, which in instances may be interchangeable, a broad range of answers were 

considered as valid.  
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Paper IIA and Paper IIB 

The average mark obtained per question, categorized for Paper A and B candidates is provided in Tables 3 

and 4. All Paper IIA and Paper IIB questions are out of 25 marks. 

 

Paper IIA 

Question 1 

This was the second most popular question amongst candidates sitting for Paper IIA. Most of the answers 

provided to part-question ‘b’ succeeded in mentioning four environmental impacts of deforestation in the 

Amazon Rainforest but an elevated number of candidates did not discuss the impacts caused by 

deforestation and/or failed to use appropriate terminology. Only a few candidates made use of terminology 

such as ‘infiltration’, ‘interception’, ‘leaching’ and ‘afforestation’ when discussing soil erosion and 

implementation of sustainable measures. ‘Heli-logging’ and ‘selective logging’ as possible answers to part-

question ‘c’ where only mentioned by a minority of candidates. 

Question 2 

Most of the answers provided to part-question ‘a’ were correct. However, a number of candidates failed to 

provide examples of rock pertaining to different rock groups. Some of the answers pertaining to part-

question ‘b’ lacked the terminology necessary for the correct explanation of the formation of karst 

landforms, especially with regards to the explanation of chemical processes such as calcium carbonate and 

carbonic acid. 

Question 3 

Only a minority of candidates provided a correct definition for ‘lag time’. Most candidates provided adequate 

examples of natural and human causes of flooding in Bangladesh. However, quite a number of candidates 

erroneously mentioned tsunamis as a frequent cause of flooding. 

Question 4 

Most candidates were able to sketch a diagram to show and explain the process of longshore drift and the 

formation of a spit. However, candidates appeared to be less familiar with the benefits and limitation of 

beach nourishment. 

Question 5 

Only a minority of candidates provided a clear analysis of the graph data in Figure 3 and the majority failed 

to recognise that this data represented the October – December timeframe for 2015 to 2017. However, a 

fair number of candidates provided clear reasons as to why tourists prefer transiting through Malta, where 

able to explain why the Grand Harbour is suitable for cruise liner activity and provided valid answers on the 

impact of the cruise liner industry on Malta. 

Question 6 

This was the least popular question and was only chosen by six Paper IIA candidates. This possibly alludes to 

a lack of knowledge on the Green Revolution by the student cohort sitting for the 2019 SEC examination. 

Indeed, a number of candidates could not provide an explanation for the properties of HYVs. However, 

candidates were aware of the successes of the Green Revolution and could recall the name of countries in 

which it was mostly successful.  
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Question 7 

This was the most popular question amongst candidates sitting for Paper IIA. The majority of candidates 

succeeded in listing physical and human factors resulting in high population density. However, most were 

less inclined to provide a detailed explanation of these factors.  

Question 8 

This was the third most popular question amongst candidates sitting for Paper IIA. The majority of candidates 

provided a suitable definition for ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factor terminology and were able to provide examples. 

Candidates were also able to provide reasonable explanations accounting for Cairo’s urban growth. 

 

Paper IIB 

Question 1 

Very few of the attempted answers were correct. Most candidates could not provide a basic explanation 

accounting for the three main rock groups and the formation of karst landforms. 

Question 2 

Most of the answers provided for this question were of a satisfactory standard. Some answers to part-

question ‘a’ were limited to drawing a sketch showing the process of longshore drift. Some of the diagrams 

were left unlabelled and lacked any further explanation. Sand dunes were the most common coastal feature 

chosen in part-question ‘c’. Although most candidates could describe sand dune formation, only a few made 

use of appropriate terminology. 

Question 3 

Only a minority of candidates provided a correct definition for ‘lag time’. Most of the answers for part-

question ‘b’ lacked a basic knowledge on the causes of flooding. A discussion on the factors causing flooding 

in Bangladesh as requested by part ‘c’ of this question was in the majority of instances not provided. 

Question 4 

Most of the answers given for this question were of a satisfactory standard. Most candidates demonstrated 

a basic understanding of the process of exfoliation and provided a reasonable explanation of the formation 

of two wind-shaped landforms making use of basic terminology. 

Question 5 

This question was answered by the majority of Paper IIB candidates. The vast majority were able to provide 

a correct definition for renewable resources and could list types of renewable resources and mention a series 

of advantages and disadvantages. However, most failed to provide a detailed description of the advantages 

and disadvantages of the renewable energy resources mentioned in part-question ‘c’. 
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Question 6 

Candidates answering this question possessed good knowledge on the dynamics of urbanisation but failed 

to define ‘mega-city’. In part-question ‘b’, candidates were generally able to give reasons as to why housing, 

crime, healthcare, transport and waste can be problematic in such a city, but a number lacked detail and 

clarity on their explanation. Similarly, candidates provided evidence of knowledge on the general concept of 

self-help schemes, but were generally unable to factually relate to these through the provision of examples. 

Question 7 

This question was answered by only one Paper IIB candidate who was unable to accurately define Human 

Development Index (HDI). An appropriate discussion relating to the problems of the use of HDI as per part-

question ‘c’ was not provided. 

Question 8 

Most of the candidates answering this question could describe the difference between ‘voluntary’ and 

‘forced’ migration and all correctly defined ‘push’ and ‘pull factors’. However, in many instances, examples 

were lacking. Only a few candidates defined ‘counter-urbanisation’ correctly, but the majority were able to 

provide a correct positive and negative impact of migration. 

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

The SEC Geography examination board notes that candidates need to make better use of appropriate 

geography terminology. Of particular concern is the high level of absenteeism amongst Paper B candidates. 

An analysis of statistical data also indicates a link between absenteeism and the failure from the part of 

candidates to submit their coursework component. The majority of Paper A and B candidates who did not 

submit their coursework component to MATSEC failed to turn up for the written summative examination. 

Coursework moderation indicated that in the majority of instances, marks awarded by teachers were 

reliable. However, further emphasis should be placed on ensuring that all fieldwork reports contain relevant, 

captioned illustrations which are linked to report’s text. 

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019  

 


