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A. Part 1: Statistical Information 

 

1.1 The total number of candidates registering to sit for History SEC May 2019 was 219, 125 opting to sit for 

Option A and 94 opting to sit for Option B, which means there were 5 candidates less for Option A and 25 

candidates more for Option B when compared with last year’s totals. However, while there were only 7 

candidates absentees, or 5.6%, from Option A, there was a total of 38 absentees, or 40.4%, from Option B. 

1.2 Special access arrangements were made for a small number of candidates. Five candidates, two from 

Option A and three from Option B, were allowed to use a word processer during the examination. 

1.3 Table 1 below indicates the  grade distribution for this session: 

 

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS Total 

Paper A 10 21 19 28 20 - - 20 7 125 

Paper B - - - 7 4 6 9 30 38 94 

Total 10 21 19 35 24 6 9 50 45 219 

% of Total 4.6 9.6 8.7 16.0 11.0 2.7 4.1 22.8 20.5 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for the May 2019 session of the examination 

1.4 There were 62.6% of the total of candidates who sat for the examination who obtained a grade between 

Grade 1 and Grade 5 while 8.6% obtained grades between Grade 6 and Grade 7. Only 11 candidates, or 

19.6%,  from those who opted for Paper B, obtained a grade between Grade 4 and Grade 5.   

1.5 The following Tables show the average marks obtained by candidates in Paper I which was a common 

paper. Table 2 shows the averages for candidates opting for Option A and Table 3 shows the averages 

obtained by candidates of Option B. There is  clear difference between candidates of Option A and those of 

Option B. The average mark for all the paper was 56.8 for Option A candidates and 24.3 for Option B 

candidates. 

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Maximum Mark 16 17 17 17 16 17 

Average Mark 10.7 4.5 6.9 11.6 9.6 8.6 

Table 2: Paper I: Average mark per question for Option A candidates.   

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Maximum Mark 16 17 17 17 16 17 

Average Mark 5.4 3.16 2.75 5.0 4.23 3.80 

Table 3: Paper I: Average mark per question for Option B candidates. 

1.6 The following Tables show the average per question per Section of Papers IIA and IIB. Tables 4 and 5 

indicate the averages for Paper IIA while Tables 6 and 7 indicate the averages for Paper IIB.  

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of Responses 11 80 17 39 67 18 

Highest Mark 18 25 24 22 24 23 

Lowest Mark 1 2 0 0 1 2 

Average 12.5 13.1 17.06 10.8 13.5 15.6 

Table 4: Average mark per question of Paper II A Section A – Maltese History  
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Question Number 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Number of Responses 94 77 29 12 15 4 

Highest Mark 24 23 24 23 22 21 

Lowest Mark 2 2 1 10 5 8 

Average 14 12.7 13.8 16.8 14.7 14 

Table 5: Average mark per question of Paper IIA Section B – European and International History 

 

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of Responses 8 22 6 21 36 8 

Highest Mark 21 24 23 20 24 9 

Lowest Mark 0 0 0 2 5 0 

Average 6.12 9.16 5.3 10.3 14.8 4.25 

Table 6: Average mark per question of Paper IIB Section A – Maltese History 

 

Question Number 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Number of Responses 35 30 4 13 8 1 

Highest Mark 24 24 21 8 19 12 

Lowest Mark 0 0 0 0 0 12 

Average 9.2 11.6 6.3 3.3 7 12 

Table 7: Average mark per question of Paper IIB Section B – European and International History 

B. Part 2: General Comments 

 

2.1 Markers have noted that remarks made in last year’s report are still very much valid. In particular they 

noted that 

a. There were candidates who ignored the rubrics in some way or other – a substantial number of 

candidates simply disregarded the instructions to log the question numbers on the front page of their 

booklet; others, particularly in Paper II, tried to answer all the questions when they were expected 

to choose two questions from each section of the Paper while a few just jotted a number for the 

fourth question or wrote nothing substantial. 

b. Candidates could answer the Papers either in English or in Maltese. Very few candidates opted to 

write their answers in Maltese. Many candidates, particularly from the Option B group, are still 

unable to produce answers in good English while there was still much to be desired in the answers of 

those who chose to write in Maltese. Moreover, it seems that some candidates have a very limited 

knowledge of vocabulary.  

c. A number of candidates seem to reproduce class notes rather than seek to address the question. 

d. Quite a few candidates are still unable to apply certain historical skills correctly, to produce any 

historical argumentation or to evaluate and arrange relevant information. 

e. While candidates from Option A who got high marks produced satisfactory answers, giving examples 

where required to sustain their arguments, others who got low marks often failed to give clear 

examples and even failed to refer to some of the main events which they were expected to mention. 

f. While there were a few candidates from Option B who managed to obtain high marks because they 

presented some well-structured answers, many got low marks. Many answers were very brief. Some 
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answers were at times incomprehensible with candidates producing irrelevant and incorrect 

answers. Some found it difficult to express themselves in any comprehensible way while others only 

attempted to answer only some parts of the questions. 

g. With regard to Option B candidates, markers also noted that some candidates ignored the structured 

questions when answering Paper IIB and instead attempted to write answers in the form of an essay. 

2.2 The papers were set as per syllabus: Paper I was based on historical sources. There were three questions 

on Maltese History (Section A) and three questions on European and International History (Section B). 

Candidates had to answer all the questions. There were two versions of Paper II which were similarly divided 

into two sections: Paper IIA consisted of six essay questions per Section and candidates had to answer two 

questions from each Section. Paper IIB was similarly divided, however, the questions were structured and 

the emphasis was on the purely descriptive rather than the argumentative and analytical. 

 

C. Part 3: Comments on Paper I 

 

Section A: Maltese History 

3.1 Question 1: Sources about the Great Siege of 1565 

a. The majority of the candidates answered the question correctly. They were aware that the three 

sources were of a secondary nature. What was interesting was that a good number of respondents 

found it difficult to define in historical terminology the term secondary source. 

b. The majority answered the question correctly but some candidates were deceived by the phrase “six 

months at the most” in Source A. The correct answer had to be that the Turks had hoped to 

overwhelm the defence of the Knights and the Maltese in a few weeks. 

c. More or less, the majority of the respondents could point out the issues that the Turks had to 

overcome in case the siege took a longer period than it was originally estimated. 

d. Some candidates repeated the answer of question (b) rather than noting that the Turks had brought 

to Malta sufficient forces that could sweep away the forces of any other Christian country let alone 

Malta.  

e. Candidates found this question difficult.  

f. Very few respondents answered the question well. Others mentioned one or two points rather than 

three as requested. Reactions must have included answers like the following: 

the decision of the Knights to stay permanently in Malta; their decision to build Valletta; their 

decision to continue fortifying the Maltese Islands as to make them almost invincible; a bond of 

loyalty developed between the Knights and the Maltese; the social and economic developments that 

took place once the Knights decided to make Malta their permanent home; Malta acquired a more 

European cultural outlook; the standard of living of the Maltese increased since there were more 

opportunities for employment with the Order; the Maltese felt more secure from attacks by Muslim 

corsairs. 

g. For a good number of candidates this proved to be an uneasy question. Responses could have been 

some of the following: the building of Valletta included many Mannerist and Baroque buildings; the 

Knights sponsored numerous works of art made by foreign and local Renaissance and Baroque artists; 
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the fortifications built by the Knights after 1565 reflected the Renaissance and Baroque style of 

defensive networks; cultural and commercial contacts between Malta and Europe helped to bring 

Malta culturally closer to the ideas of mainland Europe. The term Mannerist was rarely used.  

3.2 Question 2: Sources about the French in Malta 

a. The majority of the candidates answered the question incorrectly. The question on what grounds 

does Napoleon Bonaparte advocate the invasion of Malta in Source D was interpreted as if the 

examiner was asking for a geographical location.  

b. A good number of candidates were convinced that Malta was taken by Napoleon following a harsh 

battle.  

c. Rather than regarding the confiscation of the Order’s property in Italy as a financial blow to the 

mentioned institution, a good number of candidates considered that act as a closure of an alternative 

base when the Knights capitulated to Bonaparte.    

d. Very few candidates could state that Napoleon had spies in Malta.  

e. Candidates were asked to name the event that had preceded the issue of Source E. The answer had 

to be the 2nd Sep. 1798 revolt. Still, several answers given had no connection to the mentioned key 

event.  

f. Mentioning three reasons to prove that the French occupation of Malta was an unbearable yoke was 

a difficult exercise for the majority. Responses should have been three of the following: 

the French increased taxes on the Maltese; the religious orders had to close most of their convents; 

the Maltese nobles were compelled to renounce to their titles of nobility; the French raised the 

interest rate of the Monte di Pietà; the French were planning to confiscate treasures from the 

Maltese churches; the Maltese were not compensated for damaged property during the French 

invasion of the islands; the French closed the University; the French were mostly anti-clerical and did 

not respect the religious sentiments of the Maltese. 

g. Not all candidates were aware that Notabile was the old city of Mdina. 

h. Generally, candidates were unaware of the role played by the King of the Two Sicilies in Maltese History. 

Candidates could have mentioned any two from the following examples of answers: the King of the Two 

Sicilies was the rightful sovereign of the Maltese Islands; the Maltese hoped that the King would come to 

help them during their revolt and blockade against the French; the Maltese knew that the King was an 

ally of Britain who kept a squadron of ships based in Sicily; the Maltese leaders knew that on their own 

they could not force the French to surrender the islands.  

3.3 Question 3: Sources about the 1921 and 1947 Constitutions 

a. Several names were dished out by the majority of the candidates. This clearly shows a poor 

understanding of the subject.   

b. A good number of respondents failed to answer the question correctly. 

c. A good number of candidates could explain what the Upper House and the Lower House were. 

However, some confused them and described the Legislative Assembly as the Upper House and the 

Senate as the Lower House. Others had no idea of what the terms represented. 

d. The majority have no knowledge of what the National Assembly (1919) was. Others have a less 

focused position and defined the assembly as an opportunity to help the state of the Maltese but no 
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reference was made to the formulation of the draft constitution that emerged from the Assembly 

after the Sette Giugno riots. 

e. In this case, a good number of candidates could state that the MacMichael constitution was enacted 

in 1947.  

f. The majority have no idea what a diarchy was and what the term reserved matters means. 

g. The majority of candidates agreed that the 1947 constitution was unicameral. 

h. Drawing up a similarity and a difference between the 1921 and the 1947 constitution proved difficult 

for the majority.  

 

Section B: European and International History 

 

3.4 Question 4: Sources about the Age of Discovery  

a. The majority of candidates gave ‘slavery’ as a correct consequence of Source I. But there were fewer 

candidates who gave a correct consequence to Source H – the most frequent response was ‘naval 

battles’ which was not accepted as a correct consequence since it involved copying part of the source 

caption without putting these naval battles in context, i.e. naval battles between European Powers 

over overseas colonies. 

b. The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, giving Spain and Portugal as an answer. 

The commonest incorrect responses were France and England.  

c. The majority of candidates gave two correct responses regarding motives of the European powers to 

engage in voyages of exploration. The two commonest responses being: ‘to discover new trade 

routes’ and ‘to conquer new lands and to acquire colonies’. 

d. Nearly all candidates attempted this question correctly, with the commonest responses mentioning 

that ships had to be larger and sturdier in order to travel long distances across the oceans, to 

withstand great storms and to carry large cargoes. 

e. Nearly all candidates answered this question correctly, giving ‘slavery’ or ‘North Atlantic Slave Trade’ 

as an answer. 

f. The majority of candidates gave at least one correct answer to each component. For the causes, the 

commonest correct responses were: ‘the need for cheap labour in the newly discovered lands’; ‘the 

African people were considered racially inferior by Europeans’. For the consequences, the 

commonest correct responses were: ‘the North Atlantic slave trade’ and ‘the advent of racism 

culminating in segregation and apartheid’. 

g. The majority of candidates often gave a partial answer to this question, obtaining two marks. 

Candidates who included additional facts connected to Christopher Colombus’s voyage or to the 

exploits of the Spanish Conquisadores Cortez and or Pizarro, where given full marks. 

3.5 Question 5: Sources about the Industrial Revolution 

a. The majority of candidates gave correct responses to this question as ‘the Industrial Revolution’ or 

‘Industrialization’. 

b. i. The majority of candidates mentioned correctly that the main concern of the petitioners was that 

they were losing employment but failed to link this to the invention of machines, hence they were 

given one instead of two marks. 



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC History 

Page 7 of 17 

 

ii. The great majority of candidates answered this question correctly, namely that with the loss of 

employment due to the machines, workers were finding it hard to earn a living and maintain their 

families. 

c. Most candidates gave a correct response by mentioning child labour or children sent to work in 

factories. Candidates who did not make any allusion to ‘factory-work’ were given one instead of two 

marks. 

d. The greater majority of candidates answered this question correctly, giving answers such as: cotton, 

textiles, clothing, coal, farming, transport, iron industries. 

e. Only a small number of candidates answered this question correctly by stating that the Luddites were 

a group of working class people who erupted into factory mills smashing and damaging the newly-

invented machines. The most incorrect answer given was that these were the working class people 

who operated the machines. 

f. A minority of candidates managed to answer this question correctly, the commonest correct 

response stated that the Luddite movement was formed to resist the replacement of workers by 

machines.  

g. The majority of candidates mentioned at least two unfavourable working conditions where the 

commonest responses were: ‘very low wages’, ‘long hours of work’, ‘no protection when working on 

dangerous machines’. Answers such as ‘living in slums’, ‘living in dwellings without basic sanitation’ 

were not considered correct since these did not apply to working conditions. 

3.6 Question 6:  Sources about Nazi Germany 

a. Only about half the number of candidates answered this question correctly as the ‘Hitler Youth’. The 

other half gave incorrect responses, such as: ‘Nazi Youth’, ‘Nazi Party’ or ‘Nazis’. 

b. The majority of candidates answered this question correctly when they stated that the aim of this 

organization was to indoctrinate youth in favour of Hitler and the Nazi Party. There were some 

incorrect responses, the commonest being: ‘to help Hitler and/or the Nazis take over power in 

Germany’. 

c. The majority of candidates gave a partial or correct answer to this question by stating the aim of the 

Hitler Youth as a means to influence future generations of Germans with the tenets of the Nazi 

ideology of the Arian race and anti-Semitism. 

d. Most candidates gave a partial or correct answer to this question by stating that the source referred 

to, meant to inculcate among the German people that the youth supported Hitler and the Nazis. 

e. Most candidates gave ‘propaganda poster’ as a correct answer. However, there were some who 

simply wrote ‘poster’, for which they were given one instead of two marks. 

f. The majority of candidates gave a correct response to this question. 

g. The majority of candidates gave a partially correct answer to this question. The commonest 

responses were: ‘by joining the army when they grew up’, ‘by supporting and spreading Nazi 

ideology’, ‘by spying on their families and reporting to the Nazis’, ‘by taking part in Nazi rallies’. 

h. Only a small number of candidates selected the correct source (Source O), the greater number of 

candidates opted for the picture showing youths participating in a Nazi rally (Source M), but gave an 

incorrect explanation for their choice. Those who chose Source O stated that they thought it was the 
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most reliable ‘because this source gave an eye-witness description of Nazi Germany by a German 

who knew Hitler’. 

i. A minority of candidates gave a good answer to this question, when they linked the ‘beauty of 

sacrifice’ with the experience of the Second World War, where the Nazis expected all Germans to be 

ready to sacrifice their life for their Fatherland.  

 

D. Part 4: Comments on Paper  IIA 

 

Section A: Maltese History 

 

4.1 The few candidates who attempted to answered this question, on the whole answered it relatively well. 

Most candidates referred to Grand Master Pinto as the one who sought grandeur and spent a lot of money. 

Candidates referred to the plot of the slaves to indicate that discontent was rampant at various levels. With 

regard to Grand Master Vilhena, candidates mentioned the building of the Manoel Theatre and the 

embellishment of Mdina while some also referred to the development of Floriana. 

4.2 This was by far the most popular question. Some candidates produced very good answers indicating a 

number of factors that ultimately brought about the decline of the Order of St John in Malta. Quite a few, 

however, were not always clear in their answers and missed referring to the the effects of the Enlightenment 

and the decline of the Corso. Many referred to the growing unpopularity of the Order among the Maltese, 

the revolt of the Priests, and the effects of the French Revolution. 

4.3 Among the few candidates who answered this question, there were some candidates who produced well 

structured answers. Generally candidates could indicate Gerald Strickland as the main character involved in 

th first politico-religious crisis of the 20th century, and Dom Mintoff and Mgr Gonzi as the main characters 

involved in the post-war crisis. Candidates were, however, not always clear about what led to the quarrel 

that erupted with the church authorities when Srickland was in government. With regard to the second crisis, 

there were candidates who indicated that the quarrel between Mintoff and Gonzi escalated when the 

Maltese Government made the Integration proposal and the Church imposed the mortal sin on those who 

voted for the Labour Party. 

4.4 The question focused on the period 1800-1900 with reference to British colonial rule and its effects on 

Maltese economy.  However, quite a few seem to have misunderstood the question and instead they made 

reference to the general situation during the First World War and that during the Second World War.  Those 

who understood the question, indicated that Malta’s economy depended on the presence of the British 

military and naval forces, hence a fortress economy at its best. Some candidates referred to problems 

resulting from the plague and other epidemics, while others mentioned the Crimean War and the 

development of the Dockyard as positive aspects. 

4.5 Candidates were expected to explain how the war in the Mediterranean between 1940 and 1943 affected 

Malta and the Maltese. Though there were candidates who did not immediately realize that the question 

referred to the period during the Second World War, there were some who made reference to the effects 

of the Italian and German air raids and bombing which brought social and economic life to a standstill. Some 
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candidates referred to the naval warfare and the British convoys and that Malta was awarded the George 

Cross. 

4.6 The question expected candidates to indicate and discuss some interesting episodes in Malta’s foreign  

policy during the period 1964 to 2004. A number of candidates who answered this question, however, gave 

more importance to local events than to foreign policy. Candidates who produced a fairly acceptable answer 

referred to some of the milestones of Malta’s foreign history – following Independence in 1964, Malta was 

accepted as member in the UN and other international bodies and concluded a Defence Agreement with 

Great Britain which was later revised and substituted by a new Defence Agreement in 1972; Malta became 

a Republic in 1974 and following the end of Malta being used as British naval base in 1979, it joined the non-

aligned movement. Few candidates made any reference to the implications of such developments or to 

contacts with non-western countries such as Libya and China. Following the 1987 election, Malta made a bid 

to join the EU. This was frozen in 1996-98 and eventually Malta joined the EU in 2004. Answers were often 

purely narrative without any analytical comments. 

Section B: European and International History 

 

4.7 The majority of replies were clearly structured in paragraphs with an introduction, a paragraph on 

paintings and sculptures, a paragraph on science and engineering, another paragraph on literature and a 

conclusion.  

Candidates placed most emphasis on the paintings and sculptures giving examples of the main artists and 

their works.  Most commonly mentioned artists included Leonardo da Vinci and his Last Supper and Mona 

Lisa; Michelangelo Buonarroti and his statues: Pietà, Moses and David and the paintings: the Sistine Chapel 

Ceiling and the Last Judgement.  Some candidates described the works of Giotto, Raffaello, Botticelli and 

Donatello. A very small number made reference to Albrecht Dürer and Caravaggio. Candidates satisfactorily 

compared Renaissance painting with that of the Middle Ages and also gave very good summaries of the main 

characteristics of Renaissance painting including realism, the use of perspective, and the sfumato technique.   

Most candidates placed emphasis on marble works but hardly any made reference to the use of bronze in 

statues.   

With regards to science and engineering, most candidates referred to the developments in the studies of the 

human body by Vesalius and da Vinci, the study of which was useful in painting and sculpture; the 

engineering designs by da Vinci including in their answers examples of his helicopter, tank, parachute and 

the aeroplane; the discoveries by Copernicus and Galileo on astronomy describing how the latter went 

against the teachings of the Catholic Church at that time.  A very small number of candidates also made 

reference to the development of the caravel, of gunpowder and the invention of the navigational compass 

together with their effects. 

Candidates gave the least attention to the area of literature, some, leaving this area out of their answer 

altogether. In some of the best replies, candidates referred to the invention of the printing press by 

Gutenberg when compared to how books were written and copied by hand in the Middle Ages and giving 

details to the effects it had on society at that time and in other historical periods with reference to the spread 

of ideas during the Reformation Period and during the Enlightenment of the 18th century. Correct answers 
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included examples of famous people, especially Dante Alighieri, William Shakespeare and Machiavelli and 

their works or influence at that time.  

4.8 Candidates had to compare the way France was ruled before the French Revolution with how it was 

administered during the Revolution until 1799.  The majority of the candidates gave better answers to the 

first aspect of the essay where they explained the absolute power of the French King including his 

overspending and the use of the lettre de cachet.  Candidates also explained the privileges enjoyed by the 

higher clergy and the nobility when compared to the common people and the unfair system of taxation. A 

small number of candidates made reference to the fact that the Estates General had not met since 1614.  

Some candidates dedicated a good part of their answer explaining the Three Estates of France and the voting 

system for the General Estates, often going into too much detail resulting in an imbalance in the essay. 

Some candidates gave a too short of a description of how France was administered during the Revolution 

thus resulting into a poorer comparison.  Most of the candidates placed greatest emphasis only on the Reign 

of Terror and Robespierre’s administration and failed to explore other important achievements in the 

administration of France after 1789. In the best replies, candidates balanced their essay by using events that 

took place in France between 1789 and 1799, such as the establishment of the National Assembly, the 

abolition of feudal rights and privileges, the publishing of the Declaration of the Rights of Man, the issuing 

of a new constitution, the deposition of the king and the declaration of the First Republic, the Reign of Terror 

and the time of the Directory together with Napoleon’s coup to show how the administration of France had 

changed. Some candidates also examined whether France at that time fared better with these changes or 

not.  

4.9 Candidates were to describe the ideas of the Enlightenment Philosophers and how these ideas were 

eventually adopted by the Enlightened despots of the 18th century. Amongst the best replies, candidates 

gave the correct names of the main philosophers of the Enlightenment movement including Adam Smith, 

Montesquieu, John Locke, Diderot, Voltaire and Rousseau. Such candidates identified some of the ideas and 

also of the writings or publications for each philosopher. Candidates obtaining the lowest mark focussed 

only on the main ideas of equality and freedom but failed to give any substantial material on the subject.   

In the second part of the essay the best answers dealt with the administration of Catherine the Great of 

Russia, Frederick II of Prussia, Maria Theresa of Austria and Joseph II of Austria.  In these replies candidates 

focussed on what each ruler achieved or attempted to achieve in view of the Enlightenment ideas and argued 

whether each was successful or not in implementing such ideas.  In such answers candidates made reference 

to religious tolerance by allowing the practice of religions within their territories and by bringing the Church 

under state control, the codification of laws, the easing of censorship laws and of the death penalty and also 

the emancipation of serfs amongst other reforms. The majority of candidates managed to discuss the 

administration of these rulers in general by encapsulating the main ideas together and giving less specific 

detail for each ruler. 

 

4.10 In their answers most candidates started by explaining how nationalism in the early 19th century was 

fuelled by the ideas of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution. Only a few candidates made direct 

reference to the Congress of Vienna but most mentioned the goals of the Congress and some of the decisions 
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taken to achieve a balance of power, to stop France from becoming a threat to the other states once again 

and the restoration of power to European royal families.  Candidates correctly identified the main 

characteristics of nationalism in Italy, Belgium and Greece and discussed their successes and failures.  They 

sought to give a comprehensive description of the flow of events for each country, the different causes that 

urged the people to seek independence from foreign rule and internal unity and also commented on the end 

result for each country.   

4.11 The majority of the candidates divided the essay in two parts, one part focussing on Hungary and the 

other on Czechoslovakia. The best essays included correct use of terminology such as USSR, Soviet sphere of 

influence, communism, uprising, de-Stalinisation, socialism with a human face, Prague Spring, causes and 

consequences, change and continuity. They also explained that while in 1956 Hungary wanted to leave the 

Warsaw Pact, in 1968 Czechoslovakia made it clear to the USSR that it had no intention of leaving it and that 

in both cases the Soviet army still intervened. In their replies candidates were able to show similarities and 

differences in the consequences to the uprisings of 1956 and 1968. For instance, while Nagy was executed 

Dubcek was forced to resign and was expelled from the Communist Party.  

Around four candidates failed to give detailed information about the causes and consequences of each 

uprising but gave a number of common causes and effects for the two countries together, without 

differentiating between the two. The essays of these few candidates had weak arguments and presented 

few examples or details to sustain their answer.  

Most candidates concluded their essay by showing that although the uprisings and the attempted reforms 

failed, with the fall of communism free, multi-party elections were held in these states.  

4.12 This question expected candidates to write about the importance of each of four personalities of the 

20th century: 

a. Slobodan Milosevic – Few could give any good information. The best answer on Milosevic included 

information about his political life after Tito’s death, how he advocated for a Great Serbia and was 

against the independence of the other Yugoslav Republics. He was accused of war crimes, crimes 

against humanity and of genocide.  

b. Robert Schuman – Most candidates gave relatively good information about Schuman stating that he 

was a French statesman and one of the founders of the ECSC.  Candidates explained his ideas of peace 

and of greater unity among European states after the Second World War. 

c. Mikhail Gorbachev – Candidates fared best in describing the importance of this personality. The best 

answer included information on his attempted reform of the Soviet Union through Perestroika and 

Glasnost and how these failed. Candidates also described his role in the fall of Communism in the 

USSR in 1989 and 1990 but did not give much weight to his peace-keeping efforts. 

d. Yasser Arafat – Candidates gave basic information about Arafat. They also gave different opinions 

about his role in the Palestinian Question from being a terrorist to being a Palestinian political leader 

who promoted peace in the region.   
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Part 5: Comments on Paper IIB 

 

Section A: Maltese History 

 

5.1 Only a few chose to answer this question and their answers were often weak or irrelevant.  

a. Only a couple of candidates could give an indication of what the Slave Revolt was all about and how 

it was foiled. 

b. Most candidates either gave an irrelevant answer or simply did not answer the question.  

c. A few candidates did indicate that in Pinto’s days the Order run into great debts but could not give 

any explanation about the problems that the Order had to face after his reign. 

d. Some candidates indicated that the building of the Manoel Theatre and Fort Manoel enriched Malta’s 

heritage and that Fort Manoel further strenghtened the defence of the Maltese harbours. 

e. Many could not indicate Floriana as the name of the suburb outside Valletta. Some referred to it as 

‘is-Swar’ or ‘Palazz Vilhena’. 

f. Except perhaps for one candidate, none of the candidate could give any acceptable reason to explain 

why De Vilhena felt the need to build this suburb. 

5.2 A number of candidates mixed up the decline of the Order of St John with the causes of the French 

Revolution. 

a. Very few candidates noted that the lands of the Order in France were confiscated in 1792 by the 

French revolutionary government. This deprived the Order of a large part of its income.  

b. Also, few candidates could explain that by the 18th century the Order had become an anachronism. 

Indeed some referred to the Great Siege rather than to the fact that by the 18th century the crusading 

ideal was dead, that corsairing was much in decline and that European powers were also having 

commerce with the Ottoman Turks. Candidates failed to indicate that all this had a negative effect 

on the Order. 

c. Though some candidates indicated that some knights were no longer keeping to their moral vows, 

many just failed to point to notable misbehaviour of the knights which only led to the loss of their 

credibility among the Maltese. No mention was made of knights  who were no longer loyal to their 

faith or to the presence of Free Masonry among members of the Order. 

d. A couple of candidates did realize that the Order’s attempt to ask for help from the Russian Czar 

came too late because the correspondence between the Grand Master and the Czar had fallen in the 

hands of Napoleon Bonaparte. Napoleon was soon to take over the Maltese Islands and expel the 

Knights. Some candidates wrote that the Czar had decided to help some other country instead.  

e. Most candidates failed to explain what effects the French Revolutionary ideas had on the Order. The 

great majority failed to notice that at the time most of the members of the Order were French and 

that French knights had become Free Masons, others had turned Jacobins and most of them were no 

longer ready to fight against French armies when the need arose. Moreover, in 1792 the Order had 

lost its property which was confiscated in France, and its commerce was in decline because it had 

depended on France. 
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5.3 Candidates were asked to provide information about events related with the two main politico-religious 

crises that occurred during the 20th century. Very few attempted to answer this question and fewer got it 

correct. 

a. Only one candidate could give an acceptable explanation that the two priests who were elected 

representatives in the Government led to Strickland’s downfall in 1930 because they voted against 

the budget. Some others referred to the Language Question. 

b. With regard to the second crisis that occurred in the 1950’s, very few of the candidates could indicate 

why the Church opposed the proposal of Integration. Some noted that the Church was afraid of an 

increase of Protestantism in Malta.   

c. Most of the candidates failed to state that in 1958 the Labour government resigned. Some candidates 

wrote that the government called for a referendum and that it coordinated with the Nationalist party 

against the British authorities. 

d. A couple of candidates indicated that the Church issued a directive on voting against the Labour Party, 

stating that it was a mortal sin to vote for this party.  One candidate further explained that Labour 

supporters were cut off from the Church. 

e. The international situation at that time resulting from the Cold War further created tension during 

the second politico-religious crisis. The Church was afraid of the spread of Protestantism and the 

influx of Communism. Most of the candidates were off the mark as they referred to quarrels among 

different relgions and Malta’s move to join the EU. 

f. Candidates were expected to indicate that the Church brought about the fall of both Strickland and 

Mintoff. But the candidates were not able to give a clear answer. 

5.4  A good number of candidates chose to answer this question about the economic situation in Malta 

during the 19th century when Malta was a British colony. Though there were some fairly good answers. 

Quite a number of candidates often failed to give correct answers. Thus emigration was taken to mean 

modern migration rather than the 19th Century economic situation. 

a. Some candidates did indicate that during the 19th Century Malta depended on the expenditure of 

the British military and naval establishments but only a couple of candidates referred to what is 

known as the fortress economy. Most candidates noted that the British did not care about the 

Maltese, the employment situation and the rate of pay generally given to Maltese workers. 

Candidates did not amplify on the fact that Maltese workers depended on the development of the  

British military and naval base. 

b. Some candidates did not understand the term ‘laissez faire’. They stated that Maltese economy was 

kept backwad because the British were lazy and did not care about the Maltese. However, there were 

candidates who explained that it meant that the British colonial authorities did not interfere in the 

local economy. Very few hinted that the British did not encourage trade or investment in any 

enterprise. 

c. Regarding two diseases which broke out during the 19th Century, there were candidates who 

correctly referred to the plague of 1813-1814 and the cholera epidemics which occurred several 

times. However, many other candidates had no idea of these diseases and listed chicken pox, small 

pox, flu and tuberculosis among others.  Candidates were generally very brief when explaining their 

effects on the economy. Very few referred to the fact that commercial activity was brought to a halt, 
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that merchant ships were kept away from Maltese harbours, and that quarantine law was strictly 

enforced to stop the spread of the diseases. Some noted that these diseases killed a lot of people 

and therefore the working population was reduced. 

d. From the 1830s onwards emigration became one of the solutions for the economic depression in 

Malta. In giving one advantage, most candidates hinted that emigration helped to reduce 

overpopulation and unemployment while others noted that as a result there was no need to take 

more land for the building of houses. In giving one disadvantage, most candidates noted that Malta 

lost many skilled workers. There were some candidates who confused 19th Century emigration 

trends with post-war emigration particularly to Australia and Canada. 

e. Regarding the Crimean War, there were some candidates who indicated that Malta became an 

important naval base as result. Some indicated that there was a lot of work as British regiments and 

naval forces were brought to Malta before proceeding to the Crimea. A few referred to the presence 

of Florence Nightengale and the use of Malta as a hospital base. But it seems that candidates are still 

unable to present a historical analysis to indicate how all this helped the Maltese economy, how it 

affected employment and trade, the cost and the standard of living at the time. 

5.5 This was by far the most popular question in Paper IIB and comparatively the best answered. Malta 

during the Second World War seems to be a popular topic among Option B candidates. However, it must be 

noted that answers given do not always indicate good knowledge of events and consequences. Many 

answers were rather brief and simplistic if not erratic. 

a. In indicating three things the Axis wanted to disrupt by their bombing on Malta, many candidates 

mentioned the Island’s defences, the dockyard area and the everyday life of the Maltese. Few 

indicated that the Axis wanted to disrupt the commercial life, all forms of communication and the 

airfields. Some candidates referred to the Grand Harbour area while others digressed on the attempt 

of the Axis to destroy the Allies presence in the Mediterranean. 

b. Regarding on how the bombing affected Maltese life, most candidates indicated that the frequent 

air-raids demoralised the population as there was loss of life in many areas and people had to take 

refuge in shelters hewn in the rocks. Some candidates also noted that many men were enlisted as 

soldiers in the defence forces while others, like farmers, could no longer go to work. Others 

mentioned the importance of hospitals. Few candidates referred to the destruction of houses and to 

the disruption of the social and economic life as a whole. 

c. When writing about the effects on commercial life, most candidates noted that shops were closed 

and food and other daily needs, including clothing, became scarce while there was an increase in 

prices. Few candidates made any mention on the negative impact on import and export and that 

convoys were finding it difficult to reach Malta. A few also mentioned the introduction of food 

rationing and the setting up of the Victory Kitchens. 

d. Some candidates do not know what ‘black market’ means. A candidate explained it as people selling 

slaves. However, there were candidates who produced acceptable answers: they indicated that it can 

be described as an illegal market where basic necessities, including bread and eggs, were sold at high 

prices. Others also noted that Government had introduced rationing and price control to curb the 

abuse. 
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e. With regard to how Britain tried to support Malta during the Second World War, many candidates 

indicated that Britain helped in the defence of the Island against bombing. They mentioned that the 

British Colonial Government provided work at the dockyard and other naval and military centres, 

brought over Anti-Aircraft guns and sent convoys to provide supplies. Just a few mentioned the 

aeroplanes sent to Malta – only a couple of candidates mentioned the aeroplanes Faith, Hope and 

Charity or other type of planes – or ships that were sent to defend the Island. None made any relevant 

reference to the Illustrious and the heavy bombing that the Cottonera area had to suffer as a result 

of its presence in the dockyard. No mention was made with reference to the organisation of the 

defence of the Islands or the messages of encouragement sent by Prime Minister Winston Churchill. 

f. Most candidates indicated correctly that King George VI awarded the Maltese people the George 

Cross for their bravey and endurance.  

5.6 Candidates were expected to indicate their knowledge related with some interesting and distinct 

episodes in Malta’s foreign policy between 1964-2004. Few candidates answered this question and many of 

their answers were often poor. This question had the lowest average mark. 

a. Only three candidates indicated the correct year, 1964, as the year when Malta achieved 

Independence. 

b. None of the candidates managed to indicate three international organisations that Malta joined once 

it became an independent country. Some indicated the Council of Europe. 

c. The answer should have indicated that in 1971 the newly elected Labour government did not accept 

the 1964 Defence Agreement because it argued that it was against the concept of Independence, 

that because of this agreement Malta was still a naval and military base and that the financial 

agreement tied with it was not enough. However, most candidates missed the point and instead 

noted that the Integration proposal had not been accepted. 

d. None of the candidates explained that the Labour government made a new Defence Agreement with 

Britain in 1972 and that according to this Agreement Britain was to stop using Malta as a naval and 

military base by 1979, that rent had to be paid for  the use of this base and that Britain and a number 

of European countries were to provide financial assistance to Malta to help her diversify its economy.  

e. Candidates had to mention two non-Western countries with which the Labour Government 

established contacts and negotiations after 1971 and to explain why this worried the West at the 

time. A few candidates indicated USSR and Libya. Others wrongly listed Italy, Germany and Spain 

which are Western countries.  

f. Some candidates ignored this question. At most non-alignment was defined as ‘not serving as allies’.  

None of the candidates explained why the collapse of the USSR had a huge impact on this policy. 

g. With regard to a reason as to why the Nationalist Government elected in 1987 decided to apply for 

EU membership in 1990, some candidates stated that Malta wanted to become like the other 

countries and that it was for economic reasons, so that European countries would help Malta 

financially. Candidates were generally very brief and erratic in their answers; one candidate noted 

‘we had nothing to lose and everything to gain’. 

h. In explaining what the short-lived Labour Government between 1996 and 1998 decided to do with 

regard to Malta’s application to join the EU, a couple of candidates noted that the Labour 

Government was not quite in favour of joining the EU or that it cancelled it. 
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i. Only a couple of candidates indicated the correct year, 2004, when Malta acquired full membership 

of the EU.  

 

Section B: European and International History 

 

5.7 Candidates were expected to write about different aspects of the Renaissance. 

a. The best answers included the development in paintings and sculptures with the use of perspective 

and realism amongst others.  Candidates also gave some examples of artists and their works. The 

majority of the candidates, however, failed to explain the changes that were introduced as a result 

of the new developments of the Renaissance. 

b. Most candidates focused on the works of Copernicus and Galileo and also on the engineering models 

of Da Vinci. Some others made reference to the study of the human body. Hardly any candidate 

mentioned the use of gunpowder, the invention of the printing press or the caravel.   

c. This was the most poorly answered part of the question. Most candidates only made reference to 

Shakespeare or Dante.  

5.8 A good number of candidates attempted to write about the French Revolution. 

a. The majority of the candidates correctly indicated “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité”.  

b. Most of the replies were correct but very brief thus indicating lack of understanding of the causes or 

the candidates’ inability to express themselves in writing. 

c. Most candidates linked the importance of the Bastille to the release of prisoners and to the access 

to the weapons located in it. Only a small number of candidates indicated correctly that the fall of 

the Bastille was important as it symbolised the fall of the power of the King of France and a victory 

for the French people.  

d. Most candidates answered that King Louis XVI was executed. Some candidates  explained how he 

was executed, others that he was executed because he tried to escape from Paris. Only one candidate 

clearly stated that the king was convicted over a conspiracy with foreign powers to lead a counter-

revolution. Many answers were often vague. 

5.9 Only one candidate produced a fairly good answer to this question about the Enlightenment. 

a. One candidate gave the correct names of two Enlightenment philosophers, namely Voltaire and John 

Locke. 

b. The best answer included an explanation of one of the ideas dealing with how states were to be 

governed with the participation of the people.  This answer also made a broad reference to the Age 

of Enlightenment as one based on reason rather than on faith.   

c. Only one of the candidates listed two correct Enlightenment despots out of three. 

d. Most candidates failed to answer this specific question correctly. Some statements included incorrect 

knowledge or inaccuracies about the reforms introduced by Enlightenment despots.  
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5.10 A few candidates attempted this question about the 1830 and 1848 revolutions and answers were 

rather weak. 

a. Most replies show that candidates have a basic idea of what a ‘revolution’ is, linking the word to 

‘change’. Amongst the best replies one finds that change brought about by revolution is usually 

characterised by a revolt or fighting.   

b. The majority of the replies were incorrect. Some candidates, erroneously referred to the French 

Revolution of 1789, the return to power of Napoleon and the gaining of independence.   

c. Most candidates associated ‘nationalism’ of the 19th century with ‘patriotism’. None of the 

candidates made any reference to the national aspirations of the Greeks, the Belgians or the 

Italians to assert independence. 

d. i. Among the best answers, candidates made a brief reference to the Greek independence from 

the Ottoman Empire by means of war. Practically no reference was made to events. 

ii. A few candidates made reference to the Belgians gaining independence from Holland but gave 

no details. 

5.11 This question focused on the spread of Communism in Europe until 1990. 

a. In describing the Communist system of government, candidates made reference to the total control 

by the government over the administration of the state including on trade, homes, factories, 

elections and political parties. They also referred to other characteristics such as full censorship and 

the killing of people opposed the government. 

b. Most candidates failed to give any details of the Hungarian uprising. A few candidates explained that 

Hungary was occupied by the Soviet army when it attempted to leave the Warsaw Pact and the USSR 

in 1956. 

c. Likewise, candidates did not present any details regarding the Prague Spring of 1968 in 

Czechoslovakia. Answers were full of inaccuracies. 

d. The consequences of the Prague Spring indicated by candidates included the Soviet military 

intervention, the death of a lot of Czechoslovakians and that the people of Czechoslovakia became 

more bitter towards Communism. 

5.12  One candidate chose to answer the question about the importance of four 20th century personalities. 

a. Some information was given on Milosevic and the break-up of Yugoslavia with reference to how he 

governed, to NATO intervention and to some of the Yugoslav republics and provinces that formed 

after 1990.  

b. Candidate hinted awareness of Schuman’s idea of a united Europe but gave no reference to the ECSC 

or the Schuman Declaration. The candidate also made reference to the Euro currency and the free 

movement of people within the EU.  

c. The response was out of point. 

d. The reply included some correct information although no reference was made to Gorbachev’s 

reforms through his policies of Perestroika and Glasnost. 

Chairperson 
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