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The table below illustrates the results obtained by the candidates who sat for the Intermediate Spanish Exam 

this year. It also represents last year’s number and percentage of candidates as well as their grade.  

 

Grade A B C D E F Absent Total 

No. of candidates 

sitting for exam in 2019 
6 2 4 1 0 1 4 18 

% of candidates sitting 

for exam in 2019 
33.3 11. 1 22.2 5.6 0 5.6 22.2 100 

No. of candidates 

sitting for exam in 2018 
5 5 10 1 2 3 1 27 

% of candidates sitting 

for exam in 2018 
18.5 18.5 37 3.7 7.4 11.1 3.7 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Spanish 2019 and 2018 First Session 

A. General Comments 
 

The number of candidates who sat for this year’s exam was lower than last year’s. The Examination Panel is 

satisfied with the results obtained since 6 candidates got ‘A’ and only one failed the exam. Out of 18, 4 

candidates were absent for all the sections of the exam. 

B. Focused Remarks 
 

Oral – Picture Interpretation and Topic Conversation 
 

The Oral section comprised two parts: a one-to-one conversation with the oral examiner weighing a 

maximum of 10 marks and a picture interpretation of 20 marks. Overall, candidates’ oral production and 

interaction skills were quite high. Candidates were precise in their pronunciation and intonation. Their 

grammatical accuracy ranged from fair to excellent with few to minimal formal errors. Many had a good 

command of sentence structures appropriate to spoken language and made use of a wide range of 

vocabulary. Questions were answered fully, fluently and with little or no hesitation.  

 

Below is a list of the recurrent mistakes made by candidates during the oral session: 

- Interference from other languages, especially Italian, 

- Misuse of ser and estar, 

- Wrong verbal tenses, especially with regards to the past tenses and the difference between the 

conditional and the future, 

- Subject and verb disagreement, 

- Redundancies and repetitions as candidates avoid the direct and indirect object.  
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Listening Comprehension  

 
In the first section, there were some candidates who did not write the words they had to fill in correctly, e.g. 

instead of veraniego and toallas many wrote veraniero/veranio and tovallas/toaías. In the True or False 

exercise, there were a lot of candidates who got high marks. However, in the last part, there were quite a 

few candidates who failed to paraphrase the answer in their own words or to provide full and complete 

statements.    

Essay Writing  
 

In this section, candidates were asked to produce an essay of around 250-300 words on one of the following 

four topics: (1) writing an email to a cousin who is visiting the candidate in Malta; (2) the importance of 

physical appearances; (3) parental leave; and (4) a complaint letter addressed to a hotel manager in Madrid. 

The majority opted for question 1.  

The most recurrent mistakes made by candidates in this part of the exam were grammatical and 

orthographic mistakes:  

- Lack of accents and/or unnecessary use of accents (capitál, núnca, impósilbes, historicas, tambien, 

situacion, etc.),  

- Placing un/a before otro/a,  

- Formulating new verbs (sugedo instead of sugiero, irando instead of yendo, cassadar instead of casarse),  

- Wrong verbal tenses,  

- Use of the Indicative mood instead of the Subjunctive (sugiero que empleas, estoy muy feliz que tú visita 

Malta), 

- Gender and number disagreement with regards to articles, nouns and adjectives (el edad, el carne, la 

día, la problema, este idea, todo los condiciones), 

- Incorrect prepositions (es importante por ellos, vienen en Malta),  

- Misuse of ser, estar and haber (cuando son en Valletta, soy muy emocionada, será tres celebraciones, 

etc.). 

In several occasions, errors were the consequence of linguistic interference from Italian e.g. tradicionale, 

maltese, etc. In addition, some candidates who chose the first question failed to start the email adequately 

(De, para, asunto). The Examination Panel would like to point out that at Intermediate Level, these mistakes 

should be minimal, and candidates should be aware of such misuses.  

However, overall, candidates were able to present organised and coherent texts and used linking words and 

appropriate cohesive devices. Most of the content was relevant to the task and their writing production was 

straightforward. Although errors were noticeable communication was not hindered. Candidates expressed 

their ideas using varied everyday vocabulary having simple and some complex grammatical forms with a 

good degree of control.  
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Reading Comprehension and Language Use Exercises  

 
This section comprised three different exercises. In the first part (Exercise B1), candidates were given a 

reading comprehension text and a series of questions on the text. In the second part (Exercises B2.1) they 

were asked to find from the text the synonyms of five specific words. They also had to rewrite/paraphrase 

parts of five given sentences taken directly from the written comprehension text (Exercise B2.2).  

The candidates performed very well in exercise B1. Candidates showed a good understanding of the text and 

attempted almost all the questions. Their responses were correct, intelligible and in most cases 

grammatically flawless.  

In the case of Exercises B2.1 and B2.2, performance was not as good. No marks were attributed to candidates 

who failed to change the wording of the original sentence and simply copied the same phrase they had on 

the exam paper.  

Literary Texts and Cultural Themes   

 
In this part of the exam, candidates were asked to answer a question from the literature or the culture 

section. Candidates were given pairs of questions on Federico García Lorca’s La casa de Bernarda Alba, 

Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer’s Rimas and Isabel Allende’s La casa de los espíritus. Those who preferred to write 

on a cultural topic, could choose between two themes: (1) the financial hardship amongst Spanish youths; 

(2) the growing international reputation of Spanish arts.  

Most of the candidates chose questions C.1.1 (A) about La casa de Bernarda Alba. While some of the 

candidates wrote well-structured texts, most of the essays contained grammatical, orthographic and 

accentuation mistakes.  

Some of the mistakes made by candidates were: wrong uses of ser/estar, noun + adjective disagreement, 

and interference from the Italian language (e.g. ma instead of pero, mentalita instead of mentalidad, sua 

instead of suya, etc.) 

Many candidates also failed to include quotes in their essays to sustain their argument.  

The candidates who opted for the culture question C.2.1. managed to produce detailed and well-organised 

essays. They mentioned technical phrases such as: la generación ni-ni and la fuga de los cerebros and most 

of them discussed the problem youngsters are facing nowadays because of lack of work in an excellent 

manner. It was evident that the candidates knew the topic very well.  
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