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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for German Intermediate was 38, which is 1 candidate 

less than in 2018. This confirms the trend of an increased number of registrations for this subject.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NO. OF CANDIDATES 8 4 5 8 6 1 6 38 

% OF TOTAL 21.1 10.5 13.2 21.1 15.8 2.6 15.8 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM German 2019 First Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

The distribution and range of marks result from a rather diverse performance by the candidates. A rather 

weak performance could be noted especially in the grammar (Sprachbausteine) and the culture 

(Landeskunde) section. An overall better performance was shown in the reading comprehension tasks.  

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
 

Paper I 

Section A 

The performance in the section on essay and communicative writing showed some difficulties in the 

production of texts. In contrast to the previous year, the majority of the candidates chose the argumentative 

type of essay “Kann man mit Youtube-Videos etwas lernen?”. Common language mistakes could be 

identified especially in relation to the sentence structure, the declension of the articles and the vocabulary 

required. The communicative writing task was often not being tackled satisfactorily, with a number of 

candidates not using the appropriate way to conclude the letter appropriately. As in previous years, 

candidates with an apparent native-language background showed evidence of being more familiar with 

spoken rather than written German language. In these cases, in their language training more emphasis 

should be put on writing skills and orthography, such as the capitalisation of German nouns. 

Section B 

In the reading comprehension tasks, most candidates answered the questions on the text to the satisfaction 

of the examiners, had no problems in understanding the questions and in answering them fully. The task 

which created more difficulties to the candidates, however, was the task Sprachbausteine; the overall 

performance of the candidates showed a lack of knowledge of basic grammatical rules and structures. 
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Section C 

As in previous years, the candidates did not show evidence of a firm general knowledge on the history and 

culture of the German-speaking countries required for the section on Landeskunde. This was evident in both 

multiple choice as well as open questions. 

Listening Comprehension 

Candidates did not show great difficulties with the questions on text 1 of the listening comprehension 

section; most candidates performed well in the right/wrong and multiple choice questions. Candidates 

showed slightly more difficulty in answering the questions on text 2 where they were required to answer in 

full sentences.  

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

Overall it can be noted that the candidates were better prepared for the questions requiring receptive 

language skills, that is reading and listening, than for the text production, grammar and culture questions.  

Candidates should be encouraged to double check that they have replied to all the questions. Candidates 

should also make sure to reply in full sentences where required. Candidates should always include the 

number of the question answered.  
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