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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Religious Knowledge was 3123, which is 267 more 

candidates than in 2018. Of these registrations, 2079 opted for Paper IIA and 1044 opted for Paper IIB.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2019 session of the examination. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 68 286 603 376 333 - - 368 45 2079 

PAPER B - - - 149 203 180 134 207 171 1044 

TOTAL 68 286 603 525 536 180 134 575 216 3123 

% OF TOTAL 2.2 9.2 19.3 16.8 17.2 5.8 4.3 18.4 6.9 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Religious Knowledge 2019 Main Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

The examination papers had questions addressing recall knowledge, application and analysis. Candidates 

generally answered knowledge questions clearly and positively. However, some candidates (especially those 

sitting option 2B) still lack the knowledge and analysis skills needed to reach the level required. Candidates 

were also asked questions containing passages with Christ’s words and the Pope’s teachings. The four 

strands of Religious Knowledge, namely the Religious Language, the Spiritual Dimension, the Word of God 

and the Personal Catholic Worldview were tested both in knowledge and application.  

 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Section A 

The questions were formulated to examine the candidate’s familiarity with the Bible, and Christian Dogma, 

Morality and the Liturgy and in the use of various skills, mainly analytical, recall, and evaluation. The Paper 

contained factual, short-answer questions.  

There was a noticeable difference between the level of Paper A and Paper B candidates. Many candidates 

sitting for Paper B showed insufficient knowledge about the subject.  
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Question 1  
Generally correct. 

Question 2 
Generally wrong. Most candidates did not write Nostra Aetate.  Some mentioned other documents such as 

Rerum Novarum or Centesimus Annus. 

Question 3 
Many correct answers, but some answered ‘Torah’, confusing it with the sacred book of the Israelites. 

Question 4 
Many candidates gave a variety of good answers related to Moses, the Exodus and the Exile. Others failed 

to read the question properly and they gave names rather than events. 

Question 5 
Generally correct answers. Some candidates did not distinguish between historical figures of the Old 

Testament from those of the New Testament, answering ‘Jesus’, ‘St. Paul’, and many others. 

Question 6 
Only a few candidates gave a correct answer, which included the fact that the Bible teaches us what is 

spiritually and Science teaches us what is factually, or that Science teaches us the ‘how’ of creation and the 

Bible teaches us the ‘why’. Few mentioned that both Science and the Bible have God as their Creator.  

Question 7 
Very few correct answers.  

Question 8 
Some candidates mentioned the fact that Jesus used to pity people and worked merciful works with them, 

such as when he made miracles. Others mentioned that Jesus cried on the cross. However, only a few 

included examples. 

Question 9a 
Generally wrong.  Almost all candidates answered that it is because it is made of holy people. 

Question 9b 

Generally wrong.  Most candidates answered that it is because it teaches the Christian faith. 

Question 10 
Generally correct. 

Question 11 
Most candidates gave very generic answers like, ‘it helps those in need’ or ‘it gives food to the poor’. 

Question 12 
Generally correct. 

Question 13 
Generally correct.   

Question 14a 
Most candidates answered ‘Our Father’.  Others mentioned other various prayers.  Very few correct answers. 
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Question 14b 
Generally correct.   

Question 15 
Many incorrect answers.  Most candidates related this question to the general elections held a week before 

the exam. 

Question 16 
Very few candidates answered correctly.  The majority of the answers, which seems to be the most recurrent, 

were ‘Helping those in need’.   

Question 17a(i) 
Generally correct.   

Question 17b(ii) 
Generally correct.   

Question 17c(iii) 

Generally correct.   

Question 17d 
Generally correct.   

Question 18 
Mostly good answers. Many candidates explained that Jesus lived a good and successful life, therefore by 

following his teachings we will become successful and win eternal life. 

Question 19 
Generally correct. 

Question 20 
Generally correct. 

Question 21 
Candidates were expected to say who writes the letter and to whom.  Most candidates only answered that 

the Pope writes these letters. Very few gave a full correct answer.  Others wrote ‘the church’ or ‘the bishop’. 

Question 22 
Generally correct. 

Question 23 
Those who answered correctly wrote about the presence of God or Christ in the married couples’ life and of 

Agape love. 

Question 24 
Generally correct.  However, all the correct answers only mentioned that one can offer his life to Christ only 

by becoming a priest or a nun.  No one gave other possible answers. 

Question 25 
Most correct answers included respect, love and helping others. 
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Section B 

In this section, the candidates had to assimilate their general religious knowledge and to translate it into 

meaningful reflection that makes sense for everyday living. Marks varied a great deal. Overall, Paper A 

candidates answered most questions correctly with a high percentage of them obtaining more than 15 marks 

out of 25. Paper B candidates answered in brief, without giving too much detail.  

 

Question 1  
Most candidates did state what Baptism is and continued by explaining what Confirmation is, but they failed 

to state why and how the latter strengthens the former. Those who did give a reason why Confirmation 

strengthens Baptism, said that it is because in the Sacrament of Confirmation it is us who are choosing to 

follow Christ, whereas in Baptism our parents chose for us.  This is only partly true. 

 

Question 2 

This is one of the questions where most candidates performed well in. They explained how St. Francis of 

Assisi was the best friend of animals and briefly but correctly explained how Christians should treat animals.  

Some candidates mistakenly mentioned St. Anthony instead of St. Francis.  

 

Question 3 

This question presented a problem to many candidates.  Very few candidates mentioned what makes the 

Church God’s Family.  The reason usually given was that we are all sons of God, hence a family. The majority 

referred to the Church as the physical building, hence saying, that the Church is the house of God in which 

Christians live and pray.  Only a few candidates considered the Church as being the Christian community. 

 

Question 4 

Most candidates did mention that through his death and resurrection, Jesus attained salvation for us 

because he freed us from sin and gave us the opportunity to go to Heaven.  However, they did not mention 

why it happens.  They implied that the Christian will go to Heaven automatically, just because Jesus 

resurrected.  Many failed to mention that it is through redemption and repentance that our sins are forgiven 

and hence, gaining Heaven.  

 

Question 5 

Most common correct answers included voting responsibly, voicing our opinion according to our conscience 

and respecting the opinion of others. 
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Section C 

General Remarks 

This section revolved around the importance of prayer and the Holy Spirit. 
 

First Text 

a. Most candidates answered correctly.  Others though, ignored the text, and answered God. 

b. Most candidates answered correctly.  

c. Few candidates answered correctly.  Others said that God knows everything and that’s why we must 

ask him. 

d. Few candidates answered correctly, saying he was humble.  Many quoted from the text, saying “Look 

at me I am a sinner, I am weak, I am bad” or gave other reasons. 

e. Most candidates answered correctly. 

Second Text 

a. Most candidates answered correctly.  However, others only said that it was the Spirit of Truth. 

b. Most of the candidates answered correctly.  

c. Some answers were actually copied from the question, “he will teach you all things and will remind 

you of everything I have said to you”. 

d. Most candidates answered correctly. 

e. Almost all candidates answered that the Prince of this world was God or Jesus.  Some others said it 

was the Holy Spirit.  Very few mention some other random names like Pontius Pilate or St. Paul. 

 

Paper IIA and Paper IIB 

Paper IIA 

General Remarks on Paper IIA 

The paper covered five of the main areas of the syllabus, giving an opportunity to all candidates to show 

their knowledge of the subject. Although better essay-writing skills are desirable, most of the candidates 

were well prepared. Regrettably, the biggest factor in losing marks is irrelevance. The key for high-grade 

work is critical analysis, that is, arguments that lead up to an appropriate conclusion. 

The questions were structured. Some candidates do not read the question properly and went out of point. 

In some open-ended questions which were meant to help the candidates express their creative expression 

and inference, many of them could hardly express themselves in a consistent way. This affected their 

performance.  
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Question 1 

a. i) Most candidates correctly wrote that inspiration means that the biblical message was given by God 

(through the Holy Spirit) to the sacred authors and they used their talents and skills to convey that 

message. Some explained also that whatever we find in the Bible is according to the way God wants 

it to be because God himself assisted the authors. Some candidates simply referred to the literary 

meaning of the word, that is, creative influence or stimulus. Others spoke of the Bible stories and 

characters as those who inspire us to live a good. 

b. ii) Many candidates wrote about the interpretation according to the different places, times and 

audience as three separate rules. Most candidates included the literary styles. Some candidates 

spoke of reading the Bible with respect and sharing it with our friends and family. No marks were 

assigned for such answers. 

c. The story of King David is quite popular. Most candidates mentioned the battle with Goliath. There 

were very few who mentioned the building of Jerusalem and only a handful referred to the star of 

David as the sign of unity for all Israel till the present day. Many mentioned that the Messiah would 

be born from his descendants. Many referred to the Psalms of David and to the story of Bathsheba, 

eliciting David’s repentance. 

d. With regards the use of the Bible, most candidates wrote that the Bible is consulted to help us take 

good decisions. Many referred to the readings during Mass. Other candidates referred to the 

celebration of one of the sacraments, others referred to religion lessons and prayer groups, and 

private prayer. 

Question 2 

a. i) Candidates answered briefly but correctly. 

ii) Most candidates answered very concisely, saying that God talked to him through a burning bush, 

failing to mention what God asked of him and how Moses reacted to that.  

iii) Very few candidates answered correctly and in full.  Very few mentioned the most crucial part of 

the Passover Meal and how the Israelites were saved from death of the older son.  The majority 

started from the fact that Moses opened the sea for the Jews to pass and escape, and continued to 

explain what happened in the desert. 

b. Very few candidates answered this correctly and in detail.  Many candidates did not explain what the 

Old Covenant was and talked about how Jesus came to seal a New Covenant because the old one 

was not valid anymore.  On the other hand, the candidates that had knowledge about the Old 

Covenant, found it very difficult to explain it, and only mentioned that God gave the commandments 
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to the Jewish People and that they sealed the covenant with animal blood.  Many confused the blood 

of the calf used to seal the Old Covenant with the blood of the lamb used in the Passover meal.  

Others mentioned that half the blood was sprinkled over the people but almost none explained why 

and what it meant. 

c. This first part about how God’s law can be compared to a compass, was generally answered correctly 

and in detail. There were many incorrect answers in the second part of this question.  The candidates 

were asked to give a practical example of how a Christian can behave well in the Christian life he/she 

embraces.  Most have very little knowledge about what being a Christian entails.  Most candidates 

only answered that one has to live well, respect others, and help others.  These can be listed as 

human values, rather than Christian values. Others answers were more adequate to this question. 

These featured obeying parents even when we don’t agree, helping someone who hasn’t helped us 

when we were in need and treating those whom we don’t like with love and compassion. 

Question 3 

a. Very few candidates gave a correct answer for the first part of the quesiton.  Almost everyone said 

that God said these words to Adam and Eve. For the second part, many candidates answered 

correctly saying the statement was associated to the Immaculate Conception.  Many others 

answered that the dogma associated to it was Mary the Mother of God. For the third part,  most 

answers were generally correct but no details were given.  Almost everyone simply said that Mary 

was conceived without Original Sin. 

b. Almost everyone, as a main part of sanctity, mentioned that Mary, while pregnant, visited her cousin 

Elizabeth. Even though this occurance can be considered as a good deed, it is definitely not what 

makes Mary the greatest amongst all saints.  Only some candidates mentioned good points, such as, 

how she accepted to be a mother notwithstanding all the problems she would have to face.  

c. Some candidates answered perfectly well and in great detail about how a Christian is called to live 

God’s will and with humility accept what God puts him through.  Many others, on the contrary, talked 

about how one can lead a good life, rather than a holy life.  

Question 4 

a. i) Almost all candidates answered correctly. 

ii) Very few candidates mentioned how the Last Supper was prepared but they answered the rest 

correctly. 

b. A good number of candidates knew what the New Covenant actually was and how it replaced the Old 

one.  Most candidates could talk about the Old Covenant, but found it difficult to explain how Jesus’s 
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blood replaced the Old Covenant.  Others wrote about Jesus’s death, and how his blood saved us 

from sin, with no reference to the Old Covenant.  

c. i) Most candidates knew the terms ‘Liturgy of the Word’ and ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’, however not 

all of them knew how to explain what happens in each part.  They also had more difficulty explaining 

the first part rather than the second.  Also, very few answered correctly about how the first part 

prepares us for the second.  Almost all the others said that the readings help us to understand what 

will happen in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.   

ii) This question was misunderstood by many.  The candidates thought that to live Mass in our daily 

life means to do what is done in Mass, and hence, primarily, to pray and to confess.  Very few 

candidates mentioned that in order to be a Church, one must live what we as a Church profess and 

what we actually listen to in the readings, such as, helping someone who needs our help, and live as 

brothers and sisters and promoting peace. 

Question 5 

a. i. Most candidates answered correctly and in detail about what abortion is, but were a bit less specific 

and gave less details about why the Church considers it a sin.  Mostly said that the Church is against 

killing, hence against abortion too, but failed to explain why. 

ii. Correct answers were given in detail about what euthanasia is, but omitted why it is considered a 

sin by the Church.   

b. Almost all candidates mention three correct unnecessary dangers, mainly, drugs, alcohol and driving 

drunk.  However almost none managed to explain why these are detrimental not only physically, but 

also in the light of the Christian message.  

c. Some candidates had no idea of what the dangers were, mentioning that killing was one of these 

dangers.   

d. Most candidates repeated undlessly how we as Christians need to help others, remaining only on a 

superficial level. Others misunderstood and wrote that living a decent life from conceptoin till natural 

death merely means having a job, eating healthy, exercising, and enjoying th family.   
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Paper IIB 

General Remarks on Paper IIB 

The paper covered adequately all the main areas of the syllabus from all the 14 units. The candidates’ limited 

religious knowledge is apparent in the vast majority of the answers. Some answered with one word or 

sentence, or repeated the words from the question. While a relatively good level of performance was noted 

among certain candidates, the overall level of performance still left much to be desired. Many candidates 

tended to answer questions in a very simplistic manner.  Unfortunately, there were several candidates who 

failed to turn up for the exam. 

Question 1 

The question required three characteristics of Buddhism or Hinduism. Candidates opting for Buddhism 

mentioned Siddhartha Gautama and some points about his life that led to the origin of his religion. Some 

candidates confused the two religions and gave characteristics from both. 

Question 2 

The word inspiration rarely featured in the answers. The only good point that the majority of the candidates 

wrote about was that the Bible is the Word of God. Some simply said, “we should read it daily”, while others 

said it teaches about the stories of Jesus. 

Question 3 

Nearly all candidates answered that the source of evil is sin. Very few mentioned the original fall of man. 

Only the very few referred to sin as the cause of harm in the relationship with God, our neighbour, ourselves 

and nature, brought about by sin. 

Question 4 

Almost every candidate only answered by saying that Moses was important because he saved the Jewish 

People from the slavery of Egypt.  Most were brief and did not give any details. 

Question 5 

In their answers, candidates were expected to write about three different ways that show Christ’s Divinity. 

Many candidates mentioned three miracles instead of three different ways. Very few mentioned that he 

rose from death.  Fewer mentioned that he forgave sins, and no one mentioned the way he talked about 

himself as actually being the son of God.   

Question 6 

The candidates who answered this question did not explain clearly what Jesus meant when he compared the 
Church to a field of wheat and weeds.  The majority said that it is because in the Church ‘you find everything’.  
Very few answered well, comparing the weeds to the bad and wheat to the righteous. 
 

Question 7 

Only a few candidates answered correctly, saying that the message of this story was that God forgives all our 

sins, irrespective of how serious they might be, and He does so without us doing anything to gain his 

forgiveness.  Most candidates answered that the message of the story was that we need to forgive, we 

cannot judge others and that God forgives us if we promise to never do that sin again. 
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Question 8 

Many answered that Christians celebrate Sunday because on the seventh day God rested. Attending Mass 
and spending time with the family featured in most answers, however, refraining from work was very scarce. 
 

Question 9 

Some candidates wrote the parable of the Prodigal Son. None referred to the question that prompted Jesus 

to narrate the parable, “Who is my neighbour?” Some wrote about helping people in need. Very few 

mentioned that it is especially those whom are our enemies that we ought to help.  Many candidates just 

gave a flimsy account of the story and stopped at that. 

Question 10 

Most candidates stated that since in Baptism we receive the Holy Spirit, then we become his temple, saying 

nothing more. 

Question 11 

Most candidates answered correctly but very briefly.  They said that our body is a gift from God and hence, 
we must take care of it and not harm it. 
 

Question 12 

Almost all candidates answered correctly both the rights and the duties of the workers at the place of work. 
 

Question 13 

This question was well answered, although most answers were short. Annulment was not properly explained 

and for many candidates it is another form of separation or divorce. 

 

Question 14 

Heaven was described as a place of rest and bliss; hell as a place for criminals. The presence of God, or the 

absence of God did not feature in the answers. Even though uncalled for, many referred to Purgatory as a 

time or place for the decision about the eventual transfer either to heaven or hell. 

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 
Most of Paper A candidates fared well. On the contrary, candidates sitting for Paper B showed lack of 

knowledge in the subject with most of them answering inaccurately, vaguely or just leaving questions out 

altogether. Candidates are generally able to answer recall questions, but run into difficulties with questions 

that require critical thinking and analysis.  

 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2019  
 


