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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for European Studies was 22, which is 98 candidates 

less than in 2019. This confirms a trend of decreasing candidate registrations for this subject. Of these 

registrations, 14 opted for Paper IIA and 8 opted for Paper IIB.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September 2020 session of the examination. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 7 1 1 2 1 - - 2 0 14 

PAPER B - - - 0 0 1 0 3 4 8 

TOTAL 7 1 1 2 1 1 0 5 4 22 

% OF TOTAL 31.8 4.5 4.5 9.1 4.5 4.5 0.0 22.7 18.2 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC European Studies, Special September Session 2020  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on Coursework 
Due to Covid19 restrictions, the moderation exercise could not be fulfilled for the 2020 session. 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 
a) Most candidates were very well prepared for their exam and good grades were achieved. 

b) The level shown in the written examination was good. 

c) In Paper 2, few candidates chose Question 7 and Question 9. 

d) In Paper 2, Questions 1 and 5 were very popular with the candidates. 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

SECTION I – POWER AND PEOPLE 

Question 1  

a) The majority of candidates answered this part of the question correctly.   

b) The majority of candidates were able to explain the benefits of one of the four freedoms of the EU.  

Most of the candidates mentioned the free movement of persons. 

Question 2  

a) The majority of candidates gave a valid definition of the term ‘absolute poverty’.  Meanwhile, some 

of the answers relating to the term ‘relative poverty’ lacked a clear definition. 

b) Candidates were able to discuss a number of issues resulting from poverty.  The majority of 

candidates mentioned problems regarding housing and material goods. 
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Question 3 

a) The majority of candidates gave incorrect answers. 

b) The majority of candidates correctly identified the two rights listed in the convention.  

Question 4 

a) A significant number of candidates found difficulty in answering this question precisely. 

b) Almost all candidates appeared to have adequate knowledge of the functions of local councils.  The 

most popular answers were the organisation of cultural activities in the community as well as the 

collection of waste. 

Question 5  

Most candidates correctly mentioned three rights resulting from being a citizen of an EU member state.  All 

candidates mentioned the right to free movement of persons. 

 

SECTION II – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGES IN EUROPE 

Question 6 
The majority of candidates were able to define the terms related to trade, albeit not precisely.             
 

Question 7  

a) The vast majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 

b) Many candidates erroneously answered with, the amount of flights available to various destinations 

and the number of shops found in this airport.  

Question 8  

a) A significant number of candidates were unable to give the full name of the acronym EFTA. 

b) A significant number of candidates were unable to identify the year in which the EFTA was 

established. 

c) The majority of candidates were able to relate this organisation to trade but failed to mention the 

economic integration between the EFTA members. 

d) Only a few candidates were able to identify the members of EFTA.    

e) Only a few candidates were able to discuss the present relationship between EFTA and the EU.  

Question 9  

The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, mostly mentioning pollution and loss of natural 

land. 

Question 10  

Almost all candidates showed adequate knowledge of the tertiary and quaternary sectors of production.  For 

the tertiary sector, they mostly made reference to education and the hospitality sector, while for the 

quaternary sector they mostly mentioned research and development.  
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SECTION III - DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL REALITIES  

Question 11  

a) The vast majority of candidates were able to define the term ‘death rate’.  

b) Almost all candidates were able to give an adequate definition of the term ‘life expectancy’.  

c) A significant number of candidates found difficulty in defining the term ‘dependency ratio’.  

Question 12  

Most of the candidates answered this question correctly, answers referring to the deaths and destruction 

resulting from the Second World War and the need for Britain to find workers.  

Question 13  

a) The majority of candidates were able to mention the challenges of a multicultural society. 

b) All candidates were able to discuss the major attractions of a European country.  Most of the answers 

reflected personal experiences from visiting the countries mentioned.   

Question 14  

a) The vast majority of candidates correctly defined the term ‘salaries and wages’.  

b) A significant number of candidates used the same wording of the question to define this term.  

c) This question was answered correctly by the vast majority of candidates.  

d) The majority of candidates did not have a clear understanding of what constitutes an inclusive 

society. 

Question 15  

a) Almost all candidates were able to answer this question correctly. 

b) Almost all candidates were able to explain one of the effects of urbanisation on the social conditions 

of the masses.  

 

SECTION IV - EUROPEANS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT  

Question 16  

a) Only a small percentage of candidates answered this question.  A significant number of candidates 

mentioned only three threats to the biodiversity of the Mediterranean Sea. 

b) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, making reference to the fact that the 

Mediterranean Sea is landlocked. 
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Question 17    

a) A significant number of candidates incorrectly defined the term ‘active ageing’.  

b) The vast majority of candidates answered this question correctly.  Candidates mentioned various 

initiatives promoting healthy ageing, mainly those related to activities organised by day centres and 

local councils. 

Question 18  

All candidates showed adequate knowledge of the benefits of physical activity and were able to mention 

four of these benefits. 

Question 19  

a) The majority of candidates showed a clear understanding of the negative impacts of pesticides and 

answered this question correctly. 

b) Most candidates showed a basic understanding of how modern farming practices can cause soil 

erosion.  

Question 20  

The vast majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 

SECTION V – THE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Question 21  

Candidates were able to mention two or three of the major effects of the Industrial Revolution. 

Question 22  

Only half of the candidates who answered this question managed to do so correctly.    

Question 23  

Candidates performed poorly in this question. 

Question 24 

Very few candidates showed a clear understanding of the impact of the French Revolution in the 

development of modern democracy in Europe.  

Question 25  

a) The majority of candidates were able to answer this question correctly. 

b) Most of the candidates gave a critical account of the socio-cultural aspects which were affected 

during the Renaissance.   
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Paper IIA and Paper IIB 

SECTION I – POWER AND PEOPLE  

Question 1  

A significant number of candidates answered this question.  The majority of these candidates showed a good 

understanding of the main characteristics of democracy and obtained good marks for this question. 

Question 2 

A considerable number of candidates answered this question.  The majority showed sound knowledge of the 

measures adopted by governments to secure the long-term sustainability of the welfare state.          

SECTION II – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGES IN EUROPE  

Question 3  

Responses to this question show that candidates are generally knowledgeable of the impacts of globalisation 

on the European economy.   

Question 4  

Candidates seemed to be familiar to the Trans-European Networks. 

SECTION III - DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL REALITIES 

Question 5 

A significant number of candidates answered this question, showing adequate knowledge of the push and 

pull factors of migration.  Various push and pull factors were mentioned, and a good insight on the conditions 

which drive people to leave their homes were given. 

Question 6 

Few candidates who answered this question were familiar with the factors leading to the growth of tourism 

in recent years. Candidates mostly referred to the fact that people need more frequent holidays to rest 

because of the stress resulting from work. 

SECTION IV - EUROPEANS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT  

Question 7 

Answers provided showed sound knowledge of the conflicts of interest between conservation and 

development in the Camargue. 

Question 8  

Candidates were able to discuss the issue of air pollution and support their discussion through the use of 

good examples on the different sources of air pollution. 

SECTION V – THE CULTURAL HERITAGE  

Question 9  

The low marks obtained show that there is a general lack of understanding of the relationship between 

national citizenship and European citizenship. 
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Question 10  

The majority of candidates were not able to discuss in depth the inventions and innovations affecting leading 

to revolutionary changes in the progress of western civilisation. 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The examiners note that candidates found difficulty in differentiating between different European 

institutions and encountered difficulty in the Cultural Heritage section.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  


