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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
In this session’s edition of the examination, 53 candidates sat for the examination, while 10 applicants were 

absent.   

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 

No of candidates 2 6 9 9 14 13 10 63 

Total % 3.2 9.5 14.3 14.3 22.2 20.6 15.9 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Classical Studies, Special September Session 2020  

The examination paper consists of five sections: A, B, C, D, and E. Each section carries a maximum of 20 

marks. 

Section A: History 

A choice of two essay questions is set for candidates to answer one in around 350 words.  In this edition, the 

majority of the students preferred to write about the Persian Wars rather than the Emperor Augustus’ rise 

to power.  However, this second topic produced the best essays, with one student obtaining full marks.  In 

the case of the question on the Persian Wars, it was clear that many candidates knew the battles; but the 

question was not about that, but rather about the military and cultural effects resulting from the Greek 

victory of the Persian Wars. Therefore, some otherwise good essays were entirely out of point. 

Section B: Language 
In this section, candidates are required to translate into English, five sentences in Latin and five sentences in 

Greek. All the given sentences were devoid of syntactical complications and consisted of words selected 

from the vocabulary given in the syllabus. The section produced average answers, with candidates 

performing better in Latin than in Greek. Overall, the examiners note that better translations are to be 

expected.   

Section C: Mythology  

Two questions are set of which candidates are required to answer one in an essay of about 350 words. The 

first question on the myth of Prometheus and its interpretation resulted in some good answers. However, a 

recurring problem is that candidates tend to write very general essays and write about all they know. In 

some cases, unfortunately, the answer provided reflected a lack of knowledge of the story. 

The second question required of the student to discuss how innovators in the field of science and technology 

draw inspiration from classical myth. In this case, science and technology made the task perhaps a bit trickier 

than the reception of myth in e.g. literature, but planets and astronomy, mathematics, psychology and 

personality disorders (Narcissus, Oedipus, Electra), Trojan virus, video games, etc. could all have been 

mentioned.  

Section D: Literature 

This question comprises a comprehension test set on one of the extracts from Classical Literature found in 

the syllabus. In this session, candidates were required to answer five questions on a translation of a passage 

from the first book of Homer’s Iliad. Candidates seemed quite familiar with Homer. Answers were generally 

good; however, some answers were erroneous, since they relied on popular culture as their source of 

knowledge on the text. 
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Section E: Art and Architecture  
This section consists of a set of questions on one of the classical set pieces listed in the syllabus This year’s 

paper tested candidates on the Arch of Titus in Rome. This section garnered very poor answers. 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
This year’s exam performance was of a poorer standard in comparison to last year.  Only 3% of the total 

number of candidates managed to obtain an A, which was a marked decrease from the 12% for the edition 

of 2019. The percentage of candidates achieving a B was 10%, which was a slight decrease from last year 

(12%). The percentage of candidates failing the examination (21%) also increased from last year’s sitting 

(18%).  
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