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A. Statistical Information 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Art was 73. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2020 session of the examination 

Grade A B C D E F ABS Total 

No 8 4 9 16 12 16 8 73 

% 10.9 5.5 12.3 21.9 16.4 21.9 10.9 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Advanced Art 2020 Special September Session  

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A - C 21 28.7 

A - E 49 67 

FAIL 16 21.9 

Table 2: Candidates’ general performance for the Special September Session 2020 

B. Coursework - General Remarks 
In general, candidates presented their work in line with the requirements of the syllabus, well 

organized in a standard commercially available folder. The great majority of candidates separated the 

sections of the coursework by presenting them in light cardboard, homemade folders. This practice is 

recommendable; however, candidates are urged to use adhesive tape rather than metal staples to 

construct the folders, as the latter constitute a health hazard for the examiners while handling the 

work.  

A handful of candidates presented their work loosely, in the commercially available folder. This is to 

be avoided as at times such practice makes it difficult to decide to which section the work pertains. 

 

Portfolio 

Candidates adhered to the requirements of the syllabus and presented their work on the right number of 

sheets.  

The standard of the work presented in this section was quite good, and save to a very few exceptions, the 

work was structured and coherent. However, on many occasions, candidates could have made better use 

of the number of sheets allocated for the presentation of work by limiting the size of some of their works. 

This could have resulted in a better selection of works produced over the two-year course.  
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Personal Study 
In general, the work presented and the marks obtained in this section reflect those of the Portfolio. There 

were candidates who presented a disjointed and fragmented approach with little attention to a holistic 

development.  

Some candidates provided well-researched and engaging work with themes intelligently approached and 

reflected upon. The artistic quality of this work was particularly strong and engaging. Some candidates 

did not understand the nature of this paper and presented no sequence and development of ideas. 

Candidates should seek to select an interesting subject, which lends itself to sustained research that can 

be developed towards a final artwork. 

Candidates are again urged to make the best possible use of the number of sheets allocated for their 

project. The bulk of the work should be the candidate`s own effort and work:  excessive use of downloads 

on the subject which do not contribute to the creative process towards the development of the project 

should not be included. 

The theme should be clearly indicated, and the project should not be a repetition of the same subject 

matter, but a development from an initial idea to a final work. 

 

Visual Journal 

The examiners panel noticed that there seems be an improvement in the quality of work in this section.  

The quantity and quality of work presented, and the marks obtained in this section reflect the work 

presented by candidates in the Portfolio. 

Candidates should take note that the syllabus calls for a visual journal not a sketchbook or a scrapbook. 

The quantity and quality of work presented, duly annotated should reflect a continuous journal created 

over a two-year timeframe.  

 

Thematic Project 

The board of examiners notes that several candidates showed a particular maturity, aptitude for research, 

and high-quality work. It is with substantial satisfaction that the board notes that a number of candidates 

obtained excellent marks in this section. 

Notwithstanding, there were several candidates who took a very simplistic approach which does not 

reflect an Advanced level standard. Some candidates did not show any development in their project and 

presented individual finished pieces; others did not adhere to the chosen starting point. Again, downloads 

and other secondary sources which do not contribute to the development of the creative process should 

have no place in the space provided. 

A good Advanced level standard should show quality of work and ideas – the written text accompanying 

the work in the thematic project should be limited to annotations reflecting development of personal 

ideas and not information about the theme. 
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Candidates should make sure that the starting point number is well indicated. 

 

C. Comments on Papers I, II, and III  

Paper 1 – Extended Thematic Project  
With a few exceptions the marks obtained in the Thematic Project is reflected in the Extended Thematic 

Project. Understandably, the quality and quantity of preparatory work done for the former project serve 

as a springboard for this paper. 

Candidates should keep in mind that producing a copy of the Thematic Project is not the right answer to 

this paper. Candidates are to introduce new ideas linked to their Thematic Project and to develop them 

in the direction suggested by the new stimulus. 

 

Paper 2 – Work from Observation – The Human Figure 

A good number of candidates showed a good understanding of the principles that govern the human 

figure. However, the majority of the presented work reflect a lack of practice in observation and drawing 

skills in this area of study. The great majority of candidates presented work that was of average or lower 

than average level, sometimes of very poor quality.  The board of examiners strongly suggests far greater 

training in work from observation, in particular that of the human form.   

 

Paper 3 – History of Art 

Section (i) Critical Analysis 

It is very evident that the candidates are not well instructed how to write an effective critical 

analysis of a work art. In fact, we find ourselves year after year correcting summaries of the works 

of art instead of a real critical analysis. The comments are often very general and just skim the 

surface  

Section (ii) Comparative Essay 
A small number of candidates did well in this question, but only a handful managed to write a good, 

flowing essay that earned them high marks. Most of the essays were of weak or average quality. The 

great majority of candidates did not place the works in their art historical context or relate them to 

the oeuvre of the artist in question, or period style, and remained at a very superficial level. A mere 

visual description and comparison of the works of art under discussion, without any reference to 

context or formal artistic values is not an acceptable answer for an A level candidate. 

Section (iii) Synoptic Essay 

General comment: 
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As in the past years, it has been again made manifestly clear that candidates are not reading 

sufficiently.  This lack of familiarity often results in superficial and vague answers.  Apart from referring 

to the works in the list provided by MATSEC, candidates are encouraged to refer to other examples 

which can be more suitable to answer the Synoptic Essay.   

 

1. Human Form  

A good percentage of candidates attempted this question, and several did very well in this section. A 

couple of answers showed significant knowledge and familiarity of the 19th and 20th centuries which 

were the focus of this question.  A good percentage of candidates, however, showed very little 

knowledge of this period and instead focused on earlier times, missing out entirely the point of the 

question.  It is to be emphasized that lack of discussion of specific examples will lead to a loss of 

marks.  Generally speaking, candidates fared much better in this question than those who attempted 

the other questions.  

 

2. Symbolism  

The greatest percentage of candidates attempted this question but generally speaking showed very 

superficial knowledge of the subject.  Many candidates did not fully understand the question which 

focused on motifs, objects and animals as symbols in art and many times went on tangents, and 

several essays contained material which was entirely out of point and context. Those candidates who 

discussed the symbolism of colour or the human form or symbolism in generic terms lost marks. Many 

limited themselves only to Early Christian Art, leaving out completely many important examples. It is 

clear that candidates were not well prepared to tackle this question.   

 

3.  Balance and movement 

This was the least attempted question with very few candidates selecting it. Answers were 

unfortunately very poor and generally out of point. Many candidates did not focus on the contrast 

between the Baroque and Neo-Classicism. When they did, they failed to discuss clearly the different 

application of balance and movement in the two different time-periods. The answers also showed a 

lack of knowledge on Neo-Classicism.   

 

Chairperson  

Examination Panel 2020 

 

 


