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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for SEC Religious Knowledge was 480. Of these 

registrations, 142 opted for Paper IIA and 338 opted for Paper IIB. 

 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September 2020 session of the examination. 

 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 8 19 15 14 13 - - 25 48 142 

PAPER B - - - 29 23 41 43 97 105 338 

TOTAL 8 19 15 43 36 41 43 122 153 480 

% OF TOTAL 1.7 4.0 3.1 9.0 7.5 8.5 9.0 25.4 31.9 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Religious Knowledge, Special September Session 2020 

 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
The examination papers had questions addressing recall knowledge, application and analysis. The questions 

were formulated to test the candidates’ familiarity with the Bible, Christian Dogma, Morality and the Liturgy.  

This year’s cohort was small in number nonetheless it still showed the same characteristics as previous 

years’. Candidates generally answered knowledge questions clearly and positively. However, some 

candidates lack the knowledge and analytical skills needed to reach the required level.  When candidates 

were asked to narrate an event in detail, several candidates (especially those sitting for option IIB) answered 

briefly without explaining how the event points to a certain truth.  

Most of the candidates sitting for Paper IIB showed insufficient knowledge about the subject and two main 

things were observed; some candidates lacked analytic skills, while others possibly did not read the question 

properly. The general level of achievement was average. 

 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Section A 

General Remarks 

This section included 25 questions that tested the candidates on four strands of Religious Knowledge: the 

Religious Language, the Spiritual Dimension, the Word of God and the Personal Catholic Worldview.  

Candidates showed a lack of understanding and profound knowledge when they came to answer questions 

related to Scripture.  

Question 1a 

Generally correct. 
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Question 1b + 1c 

Most candidates answered correctly. Amongst the few incorrect answers, some candidates mixed up the 

beliefs of different religious traditions. 

Question 2 

Generally answered incorrectly as most candidates understood respect as transpiring from “being human”, 

thus having human dignity and rights. Few candidates answered that other religions are also in search of 

understanding the meaning of life and attempting to provide humanity with an answer to their fundamental 

questions. Few candidates mentioned the Conciliar decree “Nostra Aetate”. 

Question 3a 

Most candidates answered correctly. Some candidates believe that the Bible or parts of it were written in 

Latin. 

Question 3b 

Most candidates answered correctly. Incorrect answered mentioned Dun Karm Psaila (the national poet) as 

the one who translated all the Bible books from the original languages to Maltese. 

Question 4 

A variety of answers were given with few candidates emphasizing that it has the salvific message planned 

and inspired by God. 

Question 5 

Very few candidates mentioned all the four rifts. Many acknowledged that sin brought forth a rift from God 

but fewer candidates referred to the other types of rifts. 

Question 6 

Mostly correct, however, at times, candidates referred more to Moses rather than God.  

Question 7 

Most of the candidates answered this question incorrectly. Few candidates gave the exact meaning of a 

religious saga. 

Question 8 

Mostly correct. 

Question 9a 

Very few candidates seemed to grasp the relationship between the words ‘Catholic’ and ‘Universal’.  

Question 9b 

Generally wrong. Most candidates mentioned other parables or episodes which have nothing to do with the 

universality of the Church.  

Question 10 

The definition of ‘charisms’ seemed to be difficult for many candidates, especially those sitting for Paper B. 

Most of the incorrect answers were a reference to sacred vessels, liturgical artefacts, different categories of 

people or the religious vows.  
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Question 11 

‘Respect’ was the common given answer; however, ‘prayer’ was given as an answer as well. ‘Dialogue’ was 

much less referred to. In many times, the candidates seemed to erroneously understand this question in 

light of the Maltese feasts. Most of the candidates wrote about what one should do to overcome division in 

a general sense without referring directly to the question. 

Question 12 

Mostly correct. 

Question 13 

Most candidates gave an imprecise answer by saying ‘the mass’ or ‘holy communion’. 

Question 14 

This question was well answered by the majority of the candidates. However, very few candidates 

mentioned charitable acts. 

Question 15 

Mostly correct. 

Question 16 

Many candidates answered this question by referring to the eschatological promise that is, going to Heaven. 

Many candidates did not mention the call to live a good life, or to attain salvation in Heaven.  

Question 17 

Mostly correct. 

Question 18 

Several candidates did not understand that the Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens one’s faith, makes it 

more mature, and gives one more responsibility to witness for what one believes. The most frequent 

expression was “becoming soldiers of Christ.” 

Question 19 

Mostly correct. 

Question 20 

Most of the candidates mentioned the fact that euthanasia is a sin but few wrote about the dignity of the 

human person and life. 

Question 21 

Most answers were incorrect as these were in no way related to the natural world and its preservation.  

Question 22 

Mostly correct. 

Question 23 

Several candidates misunderstood the question. Most of the candidates wrote about good family attitudes 

like love and respect. Some failed to understand that the answer concerned the plan for the family.  
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Question 24 

Mostly correct. 

Question 25 

Mostly correct. 

 

Section B 

General Remarks 

In this section, the candidates had to assimilate their general Religious Knowledge and translate it into 

meaningful reflection that makes sense for everyday living. The majority of candidates did well in this 

section. Nonetheless, the lack of detail and reference to technical words and quotations was noted. The 

most incorrectly answered question was question 5, as very few candidates were able to give a good 

explanation to this question.  

Paper B candidates answered this section briefly, without giving much detail to explain their replies. 

Question 1a 

Mostly correct. 

Question 1b 

Most candidates showed lack of understanding. Very few wrote that the Commandments are laws that help 

you live a loving relationship with God and mankind. For most candidates, the Ten Commandments are a list 

of forbidden actions. 

Question 2 

Candidates showed lack of knowledge about parables. Few answers were correct or partially correct. Many 

responses were out of point. Others did not even make reference to the Church. Others focused on the 

respect that one must show towards all people irrespective of who they are and what they believe. Few 

candidates made reference to the Church and the Sacraments which spiritually heal oneself. 

Question 3  

Very few responses managed to connect the two liturgies while explaining what they consist of.  

Question 4 

Generally well answered. Candidates are aware of the Church’s position regarding abortion.  

Question 5 

The majority of the answers provided were superficial or out of point. 

 

Section C 

General Remarks 

Several candidates found this section the most challenging. While the first text was more successful, the 

second text proved to be more difficult in understanding. In the latter, many confused the terms that were 

clearly explained in the given text. In addition, the majority of candidates failed to mention two episodes 

where missionary joy was felt. 
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Text 1 

a) i. The majority of candidates simply copied the names from the text. However, others omitted some    

names and mentioned only two.  

ii.  Mostly correct. 

b) Very few candidates know what the Hebrews commemorate and celebrate on the Sabbath (with 

reference to the Exodus in the Old Testament). Some candidates confused the passover meal with 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

c) Few candidates made reference to Isaiah’s prophecy ‘they did not break any bone of his because he 

was already dead.’ 

d) A considerable number of candidates correctly referred to John or the beloved disciple.  

e) Several candidates answered this question well however, others did not comprehend the text as 

other feast days were mentioned like Easter and Christmas. 

Text 2 

a) Many answers were partially correct or superficial. Very few candidates referred to the text to elicit 

their answers.  

b) This question proved difficult for many candidates, with many incorrect answers or simply left 

unanswered. 

c) In this question, many candidates correctly referred to the spreading of the good news and that one 

should go out of one’s comfort zone.  

d) From the responses provided, it was noted that a few candidates did not read the text and did not 

understand the term ‘missionary joy’. Many interpreted and understood the word ‘missionary’ in 

terms of the missions that rely on the service of missionary people. Most of the responses did not 

allude to the life of the Christian community and its mission.  

e) The majority of the candidates answered correctly and mentioned the two episodes found in the 

passage. 

Paper IIA  

General Remarks 

The paper covered five of the main areas of the syllabus, giving an opportunity to all candidates to show 

their analytical, reflective and knowledgable skills in the subject. In most of the attempted questions, 

candidates successfully answered the questions with valid answers and reasons, however, in many cases, 

this was not delved in further. The examiners also note that some candidates need to work more on essay 

writing. Most often, candidates failed to engage effectively with the subject matter at hand and provided 

superficial analysis in their written essay. 

Regrettably, the biggest factor in losing marks is irrelevance, answering in short or treating the topic from 

purely non-religious aspects. Candidates often generalised from their own personal experience and 

presented their own interpretative framework without any reflection to the Christian Doctrine. The key for 

high-grade work is critical analyses, that is, arguments that lead up to an appropriate conclusion. 

Unfortunately, scriptural quotations and references to Church teachings and official documents were never 

mentioned throughout the answers. 

The standard attained by the candidates compares well with the standards attained in previous sittings. 
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Question 1 

a) Most candidates answered this question from the perspective of the Christian (Roman Catholic) 

religion. However, this question encouraged candidates to think beyond their own religion and 

explain how a religion can help oneself to attain truth and answers about life. Only a few candidates 

managed to explain in detail how this can be achieved. 

b) This question intended to highlight the fundamental question of the afterlife as answered by 

Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam. Several candidates wrote down all they know about these religions 

and referred to their answer to afterlife in just one phrase or simply referenced to their beliefs. 

Candidates did not manage to show the difference between the three religions and how these 

religions attain the truth about their ultimate aim in life. 

c)  

i. In this question, many candidates correctly referred to faith in God. However, the majority of 

candidates seemed to recognize God only by attending mass.  

ii. The most common answer given by candidates in this question was the influence inflicted upon 

by friends and peer pressure as well as addictive habits. There was no mention on how such 

conditions hinder the person in succeeding to recognize God. Furthermore, a number of 

candidates misunderstood this question as they answered in terms of the disadvantages of 

following Jesus in life. 

 

Question 2 

a) Candidates are aware of the existence of these documents but not of what they say about Jesus.  

b)  

i. Candidates have a clear knowledge about the real existence of Jesus’ humanity. Unfortunately, 

most candidates elaborated on just one quality of Jesus that accounts for his human aspect and 

gave three examples from one aspect rather than three qualities that show that he was human. 

The most common examples revolved around the fact that Jesus had real human sentiments such 

as fear and happiness.  

ii. Most candidates just mentioned a miracle and in most instances, failed in narrating this event with 

details that point to the divine aspect of Jesus.   

c)  

i. While many answers were correct, they lacked the required detail. The majority of candidates 

perceived the Resurrection of Jesus as filling the apostles with courage. While this is true and 

correct, very few candidates recalled other effects on the apostles.  

ii. Similar to the previous question, the majority of candidates have stated that the Resurrection of 

Jesus from death helps oneself to put away all the fear in front of one’s death. In this question, 

many candidates have showed lack of understanding of the basic tenet of faith in the lives of 

Christians.  

Question 3 

a)  

i. The story of the adulterous woman and the event when Jesus met Zacchaeus were the two most 

common events mentioned by the candidates.  
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ii. Many mentioned the parable of the Prodigal Son but very few knew it in depth. They did not 

mention the personal reflection that the prodigal son made when he was on his way to conversion 

or the words with which he asked for forgiveness and how his Father answered him. 

 

b) Several candidates found this question difficult and the majority did not mention any other 

Sacraments that forgive sins, apart from the Sacrament of reconciliation. Several candidates 

mentioned that the Church today conveys God’s Mercy to sinners during confession and only a few 

candidates mentioned other Sacraments as channels of God’s Mercy to humanity.  

c)  

i. Most of the candidates mentioned the five things one should do before confession. Others 

emphasized the attitudes of humility and contrition, and the willingness not to repeat one’s 

mistakes 

ii. In general, the answers provided were superficial and lacked details on how Christians can live 

Christ’s mercy. 

Question 4 

a) Generally good answers.  

b)  

i. Most candidates did not provide valid reasons why because of sin, work became a source of 

hardship. Only a few responses mentioned selfishness, envy and greed as the underlying causes. 

ii. Most candidates answered in a generic way and did not give concrete religious examples. 

Candidates mentioned qualities such as love, solidarity, generosity and sensitivity as necessary to 

maintain harmony and peace.  

c)  

i. This question was unsatisfactory or partially answered.  

ii. A lot of repetition from the previous question. 

 

 

Question 5 

a)  

i. Most candidates had a clear understanding of what the three types of love are and were able to 

give a clear definition of each. 

ii. This question was answered correctly by the majority of candidates. Several responses mentioned 

practical examples from daily lives such as; charitable acts and caring for the elderly. Forgiveness 

was another common example provided by the majority of candidates. 

 

b) Not all candidates understood the quoted words. Some answers included reference to procreation, 

which is not implied in the quoted text. Other answers were only based on the difference between 

divorce, separation and annulment, which was not implied in the quote.  

 



Examiners’ Report (2020): SEC Religious Knowledge 

Page 9 of 10 
 

c)  

i. Many candidates referred to the term ‘responsible procreation’ by referring to the couple’s 

financial situation as well as the psychological condition of the husband and wife. Cooperation and 

responsibility to the Creator’s call was absent.  

ii. Most candidates answered this and the following question in one whole paragraph, making it 

difficult for the marker to make a distinction between the two. Several candidates answered this 

question by saying that Baptism endows newborns with the grace of being part of the Church. 

Other effects were absent in the answers, such as being a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

iii. Most candidates referred only to the necessary needs and duties for the upbringing of children. 

Very few candidates recalled the promise professed during the Sacrament of Baptism, that is, to 

up bring the child in the Christian love and teachings.  

Paper IIB 

General Remarks 

While a relatively good level of performance was noted among certain candidates, the overall level of 

performance was lacking. The paper IIB candidates’ limited religious knowledge was apparent in the vast 

majority of the answers. Several candidates did not even present their responses in paragraph form. Many 

candidates tended to answer questions in a very simplistic manner and some of the candidates did not read 

the instructions carefully and ended up answering all 14 questions.  

Question 1a+b 

The notion of a fundamental question proved to be rather difficult for most paper IIB candidates and 

consequently, the second part of the question was answered incorrectly or inadequately.  

Question 2 

The large majority of candidates answered this question incorrectly and a few candidates forgot to answer 

the second part of the question. 

Question 3 

Many candidates failed to explain the statement in the question.  

Question 4 

The most common correct answers provided were the crossing of the Red Sea and the giving of the manna 

and quail. Incorrect answers referred to Jesus and other New Testament events. 

Question 5 

Many candidates who answered this question referred to the marriage at Cana. Most candidates answered 

correctly but their answer was too brief.  

Question 6 

Most candidates found this question difficult. Only a few candidates explained this passage in light of Peter 

being the first apostle chosen by Jesus to lead the Church, and that the Church has the authority to forgive 

sins in the name of Jesus. 
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Question 7 

Several candidates answered this question. The event was well narrated in terms of what happened during 

Zacchaeus’ meeting. However, many candidates did not explain in further detail how this meeting with Jesus 

has helped him to change his lifestyle. 

Question 8 

In general, this question was poorly answered. 

Question 9 

This question was generally well answered. Some candidates wrote about the right of not being 
discriminated against, with reference to the short passage introducing the question. 

Question 10 

Several of the responses mentioned a number of good Christian deeds but did not explain how these relate 
to the way Mary lived these particular virtues. 

Question 11 

Few candidates opted to answer this question and they were mostly incorrect.  

Question 12 

Quite a few candidates are aware of the benefits and objectives of work apart from earning money and a 

living for oneself and one’s family. Most of the responses provided mentioned the development of one’s 

talents and good qualities, social interaction and forging new relationships with people, and contributing 

towards the common good. 

Question 13 

Candidates failed to write about indissolubility, fidelity and unity. Those candidates who opted to answer 
this question gave a generic answer of the qualities of marriage, mainly love and respect.  
 

Question 14 

Several candidates opted to answer this question, however only a few mentioned both Heaven and Hell. The 

lack of religious terms in explaining what the Church teaches on Heaven was also noted.  

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The majority of candidates sitting for Paper IIB showed a clear insufficient knowledge about the subject. This 

applies, to some extent, even to candidates sitting for Paper IIA, who did not delve deeper in the answers 

they provided. Nearly no answers in both Paper IIA and IIB referred to Scriptural quotations, Church 

documents or papal teachings. In many instances, the examiners note that candidates used common 

knowledge rather than technical words that are appropriate for a SEC level.  

 
Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020 

 
 


