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Sec Textiles & Design 
May 2008 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
Only 25 candidates registered for Textiles and Design in 2008. There has been an ongoing 
decrease in the number of candidates who register for Textiles and Design for a number of years.   
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2008 session of the examination. 
 
Table 1:  Distribution of grades 
 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL  
PAPER A 1 3 2 4 1   1 0 12 
PAPER B    3 4 3 3 0 0 13 
TOTAL 1 3 2 7 5 3 3 1 0 25 
% OF TOTAL 4.00 12.00 8.00 28.00 20.00 12.00 12.00 4.00 0.00 100 
 
 
Part 2: Comments on the candidates’ answers 
 
2.1 General comments 
 
The examination consisted of two parts: 
• Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA/ Paper IIB 
 
• Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item 
from the chosen option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment.  It should be noted 
that the written papers’ minimum mark required was 45% of 60%, that is 27, as Paper I and 
Paper IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the examination. The coursework 
minimum mark required was 45%, that is 18. 
 
2.2 General Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I, IIA and IIB 
 
Very often language was a problem for some candidates.  A number of questions were often 
answered incorrectly due to misunderstanding or misinterpretation of the question. Few 
candidates resorted to Maltese when answering questions.  Some candidates fail to read the 
question well and leave out certain detail.  The candidates should be trained how to answer 
questions and to remain focused.   One-word answers should be avoided when the answer should 
be a reason or a statement.  Sometimes sketches were unrecognisable.  Clear sketching is 
recommended so that candidates can get a fair mark.  Candidates need to be made aware of 
environment-friendly practices related to textiles, such as methods to cut down on water, energy 
and the use of detergents.   Candidates should also keep abreast with the latest terminology used 
in Textiles and Design.  Although creativity in textiles was examinable for the very first time in 
this session, candidates showed effort in their answers.  
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2.3 Candidates’ answers in Paper I 
 
Candidates were required to answer all five questions. Most candidates attempted all questions. 
 
Question 1:  This question was related to a short-sleeved dress. 
a (i) and (ii): These questions were answered well. 
a (iii):  Few candidates knew the correct explanation to the term shirring. 
b:  Most candidates knew how to work the gathering at the waistline of the skirt.  

However, only few gave certain details such as securing the needle and working 
small even-tacking over the gathering before proceeding to machine stitching.  All 
the candidates except one ignored the need to trim the seam allowance and iron 
from the wrong side to shape the garment.  

c: Answered well by most candidates.   
d:  Most candidates knew the function for matching notches, centre lines and seams.  
e: Answered well by the majority.  
 
Question 2:  This structured question was about sleeves, facings, paper patterns, pattern 

alterations, pattern markings and preparation of fabric before cutting out.  
a: Only few candidates knew the names of all the sleeves.  Most knew only the 

puffed sleeve.  Others mixed up the names of the sleeves. 
b:   Although the majority of the candidates gave wrong answers in part (a), most 

reasons given for the choice of sleeve were correct.  
c: Most candidates failed to achieve even half the marks for this question.  The 

candidates had to fill in the spaces with the missing terminology.  The candidates 
should have made used of the diagrams to help them in writing the suitable words 
in the appropriate spaces. 

d (i): While some candidates answered this question correctly, others totally 
misunderstood it. 

d (i): Most candidates gave correct answers, such as leaving seam allowance for (i), 
matching notches for (ii) and using the correct temperature for part (iii).  Answers 
given by others were very vague. 

e: Very few answers given by the candidates were correct.   
f: Most candidates who answered this question ignored the key words “The facing is 

neatened…”.  The candidates were expected to explain how this finishing 
technique is worked out, not how to cut the pattern and attach the facing.  A good 
number of candidates did not attempt this part of the question. 

g (i): Some candidates did not attempt this question.  Others just drew a � on the 
outside of the whole diagram which was marked wrong.  Very few candidates 
answered this question correctly. 

g (ii): Few candidates gave a good description of the how the skirt paper pattern can be 
altered to make it suitable for the dress.  The drawings were very poor with little 
or no labelling.  Some candidates did not even attempt the question. 
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g (iii): The majority did not attempt the question.  Only two candidates were awarded 
full marks. 

g (iv) and (v): Only some candidates gave correct answers for both parts of the question. 
g (vi): This question was answered correctly by most candidates. 
h: Many candidates answered this part of the question incorrectly.  Some left parts of 

it unanswered, while others had difficulties in expressing themselves well in 
English.   

 
Question 3:  This question was about collars and fasteners. 
a: The majority answered this question well. 
b (i): Most candidates drew a correct pattern piece of a mandarin/Chinese collar.  
b (ii): Some candidates were not aware of the number of pattern pieces required to make 

the collar. 
b (iii) and (iv):Most candidates gave correct reasons. 
b (v): Very few candidates fully explained the process how to cut and apply an iron-on 

interfacing to the collar piece.  A very small number of candidates made use of 
clear diagrams.  

b (vi): Answered correctly by most candidates. 
c:    The majority answered this part of the question correctly. 
 
Question 4:   This question was about looking after clothes and fusible fleece.   
a (i), (ii) and Some candidates answered correctly the whole question.  Only few candidates left 
       (iii): various parts of the question unanswered.  The majority answered very briefly, 

giving little instructions on how to care for specific garments.  Some candidates 
overlooked the word ‘store’ in (i) and instead wrote instructions on how to wash a 
100% lambswool cardigan. 

b (i) and (ii) Only few candidates gave correct answers. There was a large number who left 
both parts of the question unanswered. Most were unfamiliar with the term 
‘fusible fleece’.  The candidates who answered part (i) incorrectly rarely obtained 
any marks for part (ii). 

 
Question 5: This question was about seams. 
a and b: The majority gave correct answers. 
c (i): Most candidates gave correct names for the two seams.  Some failed to identify 

the lapped seam (seam B) and incorrectly wrote “zigzag seam”.  The diagram was 
clear enough to for the candidates to identify the appropriate seam. 

c (ii) and (iii): Some candidates named suitable fabrics and garments for seam A.  Most 
candidates who answered part (ii) incorrectly were also unable to answer parts of 
(iii).   

c (iv): The candidates who answered correctly part c (i) were able to describe seam B.  
However, most candidates sketched unclear diagrams, mostly unlabelled.   
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2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA. 
 
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 
 
Question 1:   This question was related to Lycra® - an elastomeric fibre. 
a, b, c and d: Most candidates gave correct answers to all the different parts of the question, 

except when they had to describe Lycra core spun yarns (c).  Some candidates did 
not answer this part of the question or gained no marks for the description they 
wrote. 

 
Question 2: This question was about blended fibres and the properties of a thermal vest.  
a (i) – (iii): Only few candidates gave a correct answer for these parts of the question related 

to yarn blending and human needs to consider when choosing a blended fabric for 
a secondary-school uniform trousers.   

b:  The majority answered this question correctly. 
 
Question 3: This question was about the care of a 100% acrylic scarf. 
a: Most candidates answered this question correctly by describing the given symbols 

on the care label. 
b and c: Most candidates answered correctly these parts of the question. 
 
Question 4: This question was about some problems encountered when using the sewing 

machine and the possible remedies to solve these problems. 
 The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly by giving good 

reasons and suitable remedies for the given problems. 
 
Question 5:   This question was related to the different types of weaves and knitted fabric. 
a (i) and (ii): Answered correctly by most candidates.  
b.  Very few candidates suggested suitable fabrics and characteristics for weaves B 

and C. 
c: Although the candidates were given the description for the two types of knitting, 

only a couple of candidates managed to answer correctly.  Most left it 
unanswered. 

d (i) and (ii): Most candidates answered these questions correctly.  However, very few 
candidates managed to describe how to avoid the fleece fabric from stretching 
when working the crotch seam. 

 
Question 6: This question was about pressing equipment and the steam iron. 
a and b: Answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
 
Question 7:   This question was related to a creative design project, including aspects of 

embroidery, fabric paint/dye, and after care. 
a: Most candidates mentioned a suitable fabric and an adequate colour for the given 

design. 
b: Most candidates gave a good explanation of how to dye the fabric and create a 

special effect for the background.  
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c: Most drawings were good. 
d: Some candidates were unable to give two natural sources that can be used to 

provide a suitable colour for the background fabric. 
e: Most parts of the question was answered correctly by almost all candidates.  Few 

were those who lost marks for part (iv) which was related to free form 
embroidery. 

 
Question 8: This question was related to fabric finishes. 
a: Most candidates failed to give a good definition for fabric finishes.  Only two 

candidates   mentioned the chemical/solvent nature of the finish. 
b: Almost all candidates gained full marks for this part of the question, in which they 

had to match the name of the fabric finish to the method of application and/or 
meaning . 

c: Most candidates gave correct answers.  Common examples for the antibacterial 
finish were doctor’s uniforms, hospital staff uniforms and babies clothes.  For the 
soil repellent finish candidates mentioned clothes for farmers and gardeners, as 
well as boiler-suits, while raincoats and clothes for plumbers and sailors were 
typical answers for water repellent finishes. 

d and e: The majority of the candidates gave incorrect answers. 
f (i) and (ii) Most candidates provided a suitable name for a fabric that requires a crease-

resistant finish.  However, very few referred to synthetic fabrics such as acrylic, 
polyester and nylon as being thermoplastic.  Few candidates gave the correct 
meaning of thermoplastic.   Little reference was made to the heat setting of fabric 
to give it shape. 

 
Question 9: This question was related to fashion and the environment. 
a: Most candidates sketched good designs.  However, only few included the 

accessories, and some just drew a hat.  Ankle-length dresses are not 
recommended, and neither are strapless or halter neck designs.  Dark colours such 
as black and red are better suited for evening dresses.     

b (i) and (ii): A number of candidates referred to the concept of re-using and recycling.  
However, the answers were not illustrated by appropriate examples.  Few 
candidates referred in detail to the local waste management facilities.   

b (iii): Most answers given were too general.   
c: Most candidates gave correct answers, such as washing in cold water, washing a 

full load, drying on a line rather in a tumble dryer and ironing more than a single 
item of clothing. 

d: Only few candidates gave valid answers.  Most did not attempt the question. 
 
2.5 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIB 
 
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 
 
Question 1:   This question was related to Lycra® - an elastomeric fibre. 
a, b, c and d: Most candidates gave correct answers to parts a, b and d, but failed to answer 

correctly part c.  Some failed to identify the correct property of Lycra. 
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Question 2: This question was about blended fibres and the properties of a thermal vest.  
a (i) and (ii)   Only one candidate gave a correct answer for part (i) where they had to give an 

example of a suitable fabric for secondary-school uniform trousers.  Half of the 
candidates obtained full marks in part (ii). 

b:  Few candidates identified valid reasons for creating a thermal vest made from 
brushed fabric and the reasons why it dries quickly. 

 
Question 3: This question was about the care of a 100% acrylic scarf. 
a: Most candidates answered this question correctly by describing the given symbols 

on the care label. 
b and c: Most candidates gave correct answers to these parts of the question. 
 
Question 4: This question was about some problems encountered when using the sewing 

machine and the possible remedies to solve these problems. 
 The majority of the candidates failed to match the correct remedies for the given 

problems.  Most candidates seemed to match the remedies at random. 
 
Question 5:   This question was related to the different types of weaves and knitted fabric. 
a and b: Answered correctly by most candidates. However, some mixed weave B with 

weave C. 
c.  Very few candidates suggested suitable fabrics and characteristics for weaves A 

and C. 
d: Although the candidates were given a simple diagram for the two types of 

knitting, nobody  managed to give a correct answer.  Some left it unanswered. 
e (i) and (ii): Most candidates answered part (i) of this question correctly.  Only two candidates 

managed to describe how to avoid the fleece fabric from stretching when working 
the crotch seam. 

 
Question 6: This question was about pressing equipment and the steam iron. 
a: Answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
b: Only two candidates managed to describe one thing that needs to be done to take 

proper care of a steam iron. 
 
Question 7:   This question was related to a creative design project, including aspects of 

embroidery, fabric paint/dye, and after care. 
a: Most candidates gave a suitable fabric and an adequate colour for the given 

design. 
b: The majority of candidates gave a good explanation of how to dye the fabric.    
c: Nearly all candidates were able to give two natural sources that can be used to 

provide a suitable colour for the background fabric. 
d: Most parts of the question was answered correctly by almost all candidates.  The 

part that was deemed difficult was (iii) where candidates had to give a reason for 
using interfacing on the wrong side of the fabric. 
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Question 8: This question was related to fabric finishes. 
a: Most candidates answered this part of the question correctly. 
b: Almost all candidates gained full marks for this part of the question where they 

had to match the name of the fabric finish to the method of application and/or 
meaning. 

c: Most candidates gave correct answers.  However, some candidates overlooked the 
number of examples they were asked to give for each finish. 

d and e: The majority of the candidates gave incorrect answers. 
f (i) and (ii) Only few candidates provided a suitable name for a fabric that requires a crease-

resistant finish.  The majority failed to refer to thermoplastic fabrics. 
 
Question 9: This question was related to fashion and the environment. 
a: Most candidates sketched good designs.  However, candidates should make use of 

different fabrics of the same weight that complement the texture and colour of the 
outfit.  Fabrics, such as guipure, lace and other rich fabrics should be used to 
enhance the outfit for a special occasion. 

b (i) and (ii): Only few candidates obtained any marks for these questions.  
b (iii): Most candidates gave wrong answers and others did not attempt the question.   
c: Few candidates gave correct answers.     
d: The majority gave valid answers.  Some candidates’ answers were out of point. 
 
Part 3:  Coursework 
 
The moderation of coursework was conducted in seven schools.  The work presented by most 
schools was of a very high standard, especially the creative component.  Some work was left 
unfinished or not neatened to the required standard.  Various techniques were used, such as 
appliqué, embroidery, batik and painting.  Unfortunately, some investigations lacked detail, such   
as the research about the topic being investigated and depth of investigative techniques used.  
The level of the practical work was good. However, candidates should be encouraged to vary the 
types of garments they make.  In one particular school, the candidates created the same type of 
shorts using the same type of fabric and colour.   For various reasons beyond the teachers’ 
control, some candidates tend to leave some parts of their work unfinished.  Teachers are to 
present a detailed breakdown of marks so that the moderation process can be conducted in 
appropriate manner.  There were no private candidates who registered for the Textiles and 
Design SEC exam.  
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 


