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Reading Comprehension 2A May 2009 Mark Scheme 
 
Passage A 

QUESTIONS 

1. Underline the most appropriate title  for this passage.                                                     (1 mark) 
 

(a) Modern Forensic Techniques 

(b) Ancient Egyptian Burials 

(c) Mystery of the Screaming Mummy 

 
2.  Find words from lines 1 to 15 which are opposite in meaning to the following words.       
                                                                                                                                                 (4 marks)                                                                                                                                            
 
(a) elaborate     plain (l. 6) 
(b) reassuring       troubling (l.11) 
(c) decomposed       preserved (l. 11) 
(d) loosely  tightly (l. 15) 
  

3.  Which four  facts about the mummy led to a number of troubling questions (line 11)?   (2 marks) 
 
ACCEPT ANY FOUR OF THE FOLLOWING: 
                                                                                                                                                  
a. Wrapped in a sheep or goatskin. 
b. His face was locked in an eternal blood-curdling scream. 
c. Had been left without an inscription. 
d. His stomach cavity showed he had been poisoned. 
e. His hands and feet were bound tightly. 
 

4.  In what three ways did the autopsy do little to shed any light on the subject (lines 16)?   
                                                                                                                                                 (3 marks) 
 
(a)  Failed to explain his identity. 
(b)  Failed to explain why he had been poisoned. 
(c)  Failed to explain why his hands and feet were bound tightly. 
 

5.  Which three assumptions did people come up with in order to explain Man E’s identity? 
                                                                                                                                                 (3 marks)  
 
(a)  The traitor son of Rameses III who’d been involved in a coup to remove him from the 

throne. 
(b)  An Egyptian governor who had died abroad and been returned to his homeland for 

burial. 
(c)  A member of a rival Hittite dynasty who had died on Egyptian soil. 
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6.  Explain, using your own words as far as possible, what the writer means by to bear on the 
enigma (line 28). 

               (1 mark)                                                                                 
 

Modern forensic techniques were applied to explain the mystery. 
 

7.  Why does Dr Susan Redford believe that Man E is the man in the scroll?            (2 marks) 

The scroll shows that Pentewere was spared the death penalty and might have been allowed to 
commit suicide by drinking poison. Similarly, Man E died by means of poisoning. 
 

8. Using information from the passage (lines 41 to 47), list four  conclusions reached about 
Pentewere thanks to modern forensic techniques.                                                    (2 marks) 

 
ACCEPT ANY FOUR OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 
a. He was an important Egyptian. 
b. He was anywhere up to the age of 40. 
c. He had a strong and handsome face. 
d. He had a prominent nose and long jaw. 
e. He had Egyptian not Hittite features. 
 

9. Quote two phrases from the passage that show that modern scientists have not revealed all there 
is to know about the mummy.                                                                                 (2 marks) 

 
(a)   still some anomalies 

(b)  destined to remain unsolved 

 

10.  Whom does Dr Hawass believe the mummy belongs to?                                                (1 mark) 

Pentewere 

11.  Summarize in about 65 to75 words the main Egyptian beliefs and practices mentioned in the 
passage.                                                                                                                        (8 marks)  

 
• Sheep or goatskin  unclean 
• Inscription because identity key to entering eternal life 
• Royalty allowed to commit suicide 
• Usually they drank poison 
• Important people were eviscerated 
• Buried in decorated coffins 

                                                                                     
For ancient Egyptians sheepskin or goatskin was a ritually unclean object. Mummies were 

given an inscription since identity was the key to entering the afterlife. Without an inscription 

the person would be consigned to eternal damnation. Royalty who had been given the death 

penalty were allowed to commit suicide and they usually did so by drinking poison. The 

bodies of important people were eviscerated before being mummified and were usually buried 

in decorated coffins. (74 words) 
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Passage B 

 
QUESTIONS 
 

1.  Underline the most appropriate answer.                                                         (1 mark) 
      
This passage is most likely taken from: 
 

(a) a television manual 

(b) an encyclopedia  

(c) a newspaper 

 

2.  Find the words from lines 1 to 28 that match the following in meaning:  (5 marks) 
                                                                                                                            
(a) arrives at a 

judgement 
concludes (l.1) (f) rise increase (l. 11) 

    
(b) help to bring 

about 
contribute (l.4) (g) persistently consistently      (l. 

13) 
    
(c) participation involvement 

(l.6) 
(h) says something as 

a warning 
cautions (l. 15) 

    
(d) among the first pioneer (l.8) (i) carried out conducted (l. 21) 
    
(e) feeling of 

discomfort or 
illness 

malaise (l.10) (j) highly detailed in-depth (l. 23) 

 

3.  What do the words below refer to in the passage?                                      (4 marks) 

(a) themselves (line 1) people (e) their (line 27) unhappy people 
(b) us (line 9) researchers (f) I (line 30) viewers 
(c) he (line 16) Robinson (g) he (line 39) Martin 
(d) their (line 21) Robinson and 

Martin 
(h) It (line 41) TV viewing 

 
4. Explain fully in your own words the meaning of the TV habit may offer short-run pleasure at the 
expense of a long-term malaise (lines 11-12).                                                    (1 mark) 
 
Even though watching TV is a passive activity that provides people with escape it has a number of 
long-term repercussions. 
 
5.  Mark the following sentences as True (T) or False (F) and give reasons for your answers.                                                                                                       
(4 marks) 

(a) Watching TV may have negative long-term effects. ( T  )  

because it has less positive effects in the long run / it leads to a long-term malaise 
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(b) Robinson is the sole author of this study. (  F ) 

because he is the study’s co-author 

(c) The researchers claim that a country’s economic problems have no effect on TV viewing. (  F ) 

because TV viewing might increase significantly as the economy worsens 

(d) Data was gathered exclusively by means of in-depth surveys. ( F  ) 

because a series of time-use studies were conducted and people were asked to fill out diaries 
for a 24-hour period 

6.  According to the passage how do unemployed people spend their time at home? 
                                                                                                                            (1 mark) 
Watching TV and sleeping. 

 
7. Explain why Americans spend more than half their free time as TV viewers (line 34).                                                                                                    

(2 marks) 

Watching TV provides people with immediate gratification and is an easy activity since one 
doesn’t need to go anywhere, dress up, find company, plan ahead, expend energy, do any 
work or spend money in order to view. 

8.  From lines 29 to 41 find:                                                                       (1 mark) 

(a) a phrase which refers to instant pleasure 

immediate gratification (l. 33) 

(b) a phrasal verb which refers to the act of relaxing and forgetting one’s problems 

tuning out (l. 41) 

 
9.  In which four  different ways is TV compared to an opiate (line 41)?        (2 marks)                              
 
(a) It’s addictive/habitual. 

(b) Produces momentary pleasure but long-term misery and regret. 

(c) Affects mostly socially or personally disadvantaged people. 

(d) Allows one to tune out. 

 

WRITING TASK                                                                                                     (10 MARKS) 
Award : 
2 marks for layout 
2 marks for task achievement 
6 marks for accuracy 
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