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1. Summary of Results 

 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

II A 
% 

14 
19.2 

18 
24.7 

14 
19.2 

17 
23.3 

3 
4.1 

- 
- 

- 
- 

6 
8.2 

1 
1.4 

73 
100.0 

II B 
% 

- - - 
5 

16.7 
14 

46.7 
3 

10.0 
4 

13.3 
3 

10.0 
1 

3.3 
30 

100.0 
TOTAL 

% 
14 

13.6 
18 

17.5 
14 

13.6 
22 

21.4 
17 

16.5 
3 

2.9 
4 

3.9 
9 

8.7 
2 

1.9 
103 

100.0 
 
 
General Comments 
 
The number of candidates sitting for the European Studies SEC Examination was 103. Of these 
73 or 70.9% chose Paper 2A while 30 or 29.1% chose Paper 2B. 85 candidates or 82.6% 
obtained passes at Grades 1 to 5 while 92 candidates or 89.4% obtained passes at Grades 1 to 
7. 2 candidates or 1.9% were absent.  
 
Overall the attainment of candidates in this examination was good and most of them proved that 
they were well prepared. However some candidates choosing Paper IIB betrayed lack of 
sequential logic and the ideas expressed were at times rather confusing.  Besides they did not 
give enough attention to the marks allotted for different parts of the question. This resulted in their 
tackling of parts which carry the highest number of marks in a rather superficial manner. Some 
candidates tended to reproduce by heart previously prepared material on a given topic 
irrespective of what the question actually entailed. These candidates were penalised since their 
answers were partly out of point. 
 
Paper 1 
 
1. Most candidates answered this question correctly though in some answers there was a 
confusion between social rights with human or civil rights.  
 
2. Only few candidates answered correctly what subsidiarity is. Some candidates mixed up 
subsidiarity with subsidies or decentralisation. Though subsidiarity and decentralisation need 
each other to work properly in a European contest, it is imperative that students know the 
differences between the two. 
 
3. A good number of candidates were aware of the main reasons that led to the signing of 
the treaty of Rome, with answers ranging from the need to rebuild Europe after the Second World 
War, to the need to achieve peace in Europe and not let another war afflict it. However, some 
candidates were not aware why Great Britain did not sign the treaty at the time. 
 
4. Candidates were well prepared for this question.  Those who opted for paper 2A 
explained well all the three rights. However, many candidates who opted for paper 2B were 
mostly in difficulty when trying to explain minority rights.  
 
5. Many candidates were able to explain all the three institutions though there were some 
who mixed them up completely.  
 
6. In this question dealing with the internal and external trading partners of the EU, most 
candidates answered correctly. All references considering countries belonging to the EEA 
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(European Economic Area) such as Norway and Iceland as internal partners were marked as 
correct.  
 
7. Candidates fared quite well in this question. They gave good reasons for the 
establishment of the Trans-European Networks of the EU. Most candidates referred to road and 
railway networks though some candidates did go deeper and referred to the abolition of internal 
frontiers, particularly for economic reasons. 
 
8. Some candidates mixed up fair trade with free trade. However, many excellent definitions 
were given, with some good references to the subtle protectionism against external partners 
(non-EU members) by the European Union itself. 
 
9. Practically all candidates did very well in answering this question dealing with the tertiary 
sector. Answers which mentioned ‘leisure industry’ were deemed as correct.   
 
10. Many candidates provided too simple answers to this question dealing with Heathrow’s 
rapid growth as a commercial airport and only few explained the advantages of Heathrow for its 
site and location. No candidates came close to refer to Heathrow as a ‘hub and spoke’ model 
which led to a breakthrough in the movement of freight and passengers by air. 
 
11. Most candidates who sat for Paper 2B were not aware of the major causes of 
unemployment in Europe. Most of them mentioned illegal immigration as the only reason for 
unemployment in Europe, while others even mentioned wars, extreme poverty, and lack of 
education opportunities. Candidates who sat for Paper 2A fared better although the argument of 
illegal immigration as being a main reason for unemployment was present even among them.  
12. A good number of candidates managed to explain the reasons behind the migration of 
legal and illegal migrants. However most of them, especially those sitting for Paper 2B, could not 
explain the fact that migrant workers had all the legal documentation and permits to enter a 
country while illegal migrants were without these documentation and permits.  
 
13. Many candidates correctly answered this question, clearly showing they knew what push 
and pull factors in migration are and giving concrete examples. However, some candidates, 
mostly from those choosing Paper 2B, confused the two terms giving the correct answer but for 
the opposite term.  
 
14. Most candidates did not mention four countries or areas correctly. Many were not in a 
position to explain correctly why countries become densely populated. The majority of candidates 
mainly gave migration as the reason for overpopulation, when other factors such as a lower death 
rate were rarely mentioned. 
 
15. Most candidates dealt correctly with the themes of safety at work and freedom of 
association. However, the majority of candidates did not know what collective bargaining is.  
 
16. Candidates had to fill in the provided matrix based on their knowledge of European rivers, 
their sources and receiving seas and cities. Many candidates did not do very well with many 
examples given being the result of simple guesswork.   
 
17. Many candidates showed that they were well-versed on the topic of Mediterranean diet. 
Though not requested by examiners, many extended their answers to healthy living referring to 
the body mass index and to the need of practising sports and physical exercises.  
 
18. Many candidates did well in defining and explaining the characteristics of a Warm 
Temperate Climate such as the Mediterranean one. But only a few candidates provided good 
answers regarding the qualities of a Cool Temperate climate. 
 
19. Some excellent points regarding sustainable development were provided by candidates 
in their answers but some of them did not link well the term with the Blue Plan as a specific 
holistic environmental programme for all Mediterranean countries around this water basin. 
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20. Most candidates scored good marks in this question. However, only a few of them 
managed to score full marks. Some candidates did not realise that the question dealt with the 19th 
century and so erroneously mentioned Italy as a country advanced in industrialisation.  
 
21. Some candidates tended to describe capitalism as democracy and failed to explain how it 
is characterised by the belief in the right of private ownership, freedom of money to stimulate 
production, mass production, market vicissitudes, etc. Generally candidates described democracy 
as characterised by free regular elections and plurality of political parties.  
 
22. Most candidates managed to explain how the invention of printing resulted in a greater 
diffusion of books and a more rapid spread of ideas and how the invention of steam power 
brought about a revolution in transport. However, only a few candidates managed to explain how 
the invention of gunpowder made states more powerful and resulted in the conquering of new 
lands and the setting up of empires in Europe and other continents. 
 
23. Candidates did well in this question. Most of them were aware of what the Renaissance 
was and could name two great artists of that period. However, there were some candidates who 
couldn’t explain why this movement started in Italy.  
 
24. Most candidates did well in the first part of the question and were able to mention various 
advantages of globalisation. The most common advantages mentioned were increased per-capita 
food supplies; increased global literacy, a decline in the percentage of children in the labour force 
and increased technology. Candidates, however, found some difficulties in mentioning 
disadvantages. The most common disadvantages mentioned were the exploitation of foreign   
impoverished workers and the increase in income inequality.                                                                                                        
 
Paper 2A 
 
1. Candidates’ answers showed that they were generally aware of the Four Freedoms 
which are a basic pillar of the European Union to be enjoyed by its citizens. Only a few 
candidates confused these Four Freedoms with Fundamental human Rights. The vast majority of 
candidates could also give a clear description of these Four Freedoms and explain them. 
 
2. This question was a popular choice among candidates. In the first part the majority of 
candidates answered correctly mentioning the main causes for the regional conflicts mentioned 
and hinting also to the causes of conflicts in Europe in general. Candidates generally were well 
aware of the Cypriot and Basque problems. However, some candidates were confused on the 
dynamics and true causes behind the Northern Irish problem and were very vague in their 
answers. In the second part of the question, the vast majority of candidates were able to identify 
non-violent peace-making processes and explain them. Most candidates mentioned dialogue, 
mediation and compromise. However, some candidates went out of point and showed that they 
lacked knowledge about non-violent peace-making processes. 

 
3. Most of the answers to this question dealing with how the EU helps ELDCs in the areas 
of trade, aid and cooperation were over simplistic, mostly referring to financial aid and to charity 
campaigns in view of emergencies after natural disasters or wars. Little mention was made of 
support through technical know-how in the building of modern infrastructure and industrial 
structures. When dealing with conflict resolution, most candidates were generally correct in giving 
examples of how aid could be ineffective and even damaging citing obstacles such as wars, 
corruption, and the absence of communications. 
 
4. Though most candidates were able to explain the meaning of the primary sector, some 
could not mention correctly the countries that form part of Scandinavia. When dealing with 
forestry activities many candidates simply mentioned logging (actually referred by most 
candidates as ‘cutting of trees) with a few mentioning paper-production (which then belongs to 
the secondary economic sector). Regarding the protection of the forest environment, many 
candidates did not go beyond the case of fire prevention and fighting and the education of visitors 
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in such environments. Very little reference was made to other main elements of a sustainable 
forest management. 
 
5. A large number of candidates attempted this question. Candidates generally showed a 
good understanding of the tourism industry in Europe. They were able to mention various reasons 
why tourism is on the increase in Europe such as the influence of the media, the accessibility to 
the internet to explore holiday possibilities, low-cost airlines, cheaper holidays and the abundance 
and diversity of historical and other attractions. However some candidates were confused and 
gave the results and not the causes of the increase of tourism in Europe. There were some 
candidates who just discussed the increase in tourism in the Mediterranean region or more still 
just took Malta as an example.  
 
6. This question dealing with the ageing population, its effects on Europe and how this can 
be alleviated was a popular choice among candidates. Many were able to point out both the 
reason for this ageing population, such as a lower birth rate, and the increase in the life 
expectancy, citing medicines, health care, and sanitation among other factors which contributed 
to a higher life expectancy. Many mentioned the problems which are creating to the welfare 
system, such as increasing the pensionable age, giving incentives to increase the birth rate and 
resorting to private pension systems. Some candidates, however, just answered half the 
question, dealing with either the causes of an ageing population or about how the effects can be 
tackled. 
 
7. Most candidates provided a short stereotyped definition of the Mediterranean climate 
(mild wet winters, hot dry summers) and in many instances slightly incorrect.  When commenting 
about the negative effects of the limited supplies of water supplies for domestic, industrial and 
agricultural use, many candidates repeated the same simple points about each specific use and 
failing to refer to falling production, economic and social problems, the spread of pests and 
diseases, the degrading of the environment and the declining quality of lifestyles. Candidates’ 
suggestions to solve problems were limited and not very varied, referring mostly to education 
campaigns not to waste water and to build more reverse osmosis plants.  
 
8. Most candidates showed that they were well versed with organic farming and cited 
excellent examples of good practices. But then, when attempting to quote examples of damaging 
practices in non-organic farms, many candidates just put down the opposite of what happens in 
an organic one, as mentioned in the previous part of the question. Though such responses were 
in part correct, they were not very creative and in some cases tended to be inexact, e.g. claiming 
that organic farming products are usually less expensive than non-organic products. 
 
9. Candidates did well in the first part of the question and were able to identify how the 
increased national feeling in Europe, the arms race and the increased naval rivalry helped the 
bigger nations to have territorial ambitions outside the old continent. In the second part 
candidates were generally able to mention the material, economic and political gains they stood 
to gain such as mineral and human resources and increased markets. However, they found it 
rather difficult to mention the benefits which the colonies themselves might have reaped such as 
more advanced management and education. 
 
 
10.  Few candidates attempted this question. They were generally able to explain some of 
the factors which help to shape national identity such as natural frontiers, a common language 
and a common religion. However, answers were very simplistic when dealing with how a national 
identity influenced the course of history. The most common example chosen was that of the 
Jews. 
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Paper 2B 
 
1. Few candidates attempted this question. In the first part of the question most candidates 
were able to mention the Four Freedoms and explain them. In some cases however candidates 
confused the Freedom of Movement of Services with the possibility to open a business, with the 
Freedom of Movement of Capital. Instead of mentioning custom barriers, candidates mentioned 
the possibility of selling products in Europe without paying taxes. Some candidates had no idea 
about these freedoms, confused them with the freedom of expression. In the second part of the 
question some candidates failed to mention concrete examples.  
 
2. Few candidates attempted this question and attainment by candidates was very low. 
Though they were able to identify the reasons for the Northern Irish problem, they completely had 
no clue about the Basque or the Cypriot problems. Only one candidate had a vague idea of the 
three conflicts. The same candidate was the only one who managed to answer the second part of 
the question correctly mentioning dialogue, compromise or mediation. 
 
3. Few candidates knew the new name (COTONOU) of this agreement after the major 
changes in 2000. Otherwise, the majority of candidates explained well the meaning of the three 
areas of this agreement between the EU and many African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. 
They could also provide correct examples of concrete actions in these areas. Candidates were 
also very knowledgeable about how aid to needy countries could be ineffective and even 
damaging. 
 
4. Many candidates concentrated their answers on forestry in Scandinavia and made little 
link with Europe’s economy.  Most candidates were able to explain the meaning of sustainability 
but then only a few explained in what way sustainability could be applied effectively to this 
economic activity in Scandinavian countries. Some candidates thought that forestry is an activity 
simply linked with eco-tourism where tours could be organised for visitors to enjoy the scenery 
and lifestyles in this forested countryside. 
 
5. This question was a popular choice among candidates. The vast majority of them got a 
very good mark. They managed to give reasons why tourism is important to the economy such as 
the creation of jobs and the income from taxes. Indirect income from tourism was also mentioned. 
Candidates were also able to identify reasons why people go for visits abroad mentioning leisure, 
culture, work, or visits to family members. Most candidates were able to mention all six places or 
cities which are popular with tourists and to give various reasons why tourism is on the increase 
such as improved infrastructure, low cost airlines, the higher standard of living, a variety of 
historical places to visit, agrotourism and so on.  
 
6. Attainment by candidates in this question was rather low. Some candidates were able to 
explain what a community of cultures is. However others had no idea that a community of 
cultures meant that people with different cultures live together in the same society in peace and 
co-operation. In the second part of the question many candidates just mentioned illegal 
immigration as the main reason for the manifestation of community of cultures in Europe. Some 
did mention legal emigration and the people from ex-colonies moving to the ex-mother country. 
But most of the candidates just concentrated on illegal immigration. In the last part of the question 
some candidates were able to mention benefits of having diversity in Europe, such as new 
traditions, learning new languages, new food and the enrichment of our own culture. However, a 
small number of candidates confused the idea of multiculturalism with that of tourism. 
 
7. A number of candidates wrongly commented on the problems of pollution in the 
Mediterranean Sea as threatening to marine fauna and flora, instead of explaining that sea water 
needs to be pollution free being the source to make reverse osmosis plants sustainable. Few 
candidates commented about the declining quality and the decreasing quantity of fresh water 
supplies in all of the Mediterranean countries. When commenting about the use of water supplies 
for domestic, industrial and agricultural use, many candidates repeated the same simplistic points 
about each specific use and failed to explain problems of a fragile infrastructure to collect or 
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produce, store and distribute fresh water. They also failed to mention the expenses entailed to 
turn seawater into fresh supplies, or to the threat to aquifers and coastal waters. 
 
8. Most candidates showed that they were well-versed on the topic of organic and non-
organic farming. They were able to cite examples of advantages and disadvantages for both 
sides of the argument. Some candidates even mentioned examples of past farming practices, 
before artificial fertilizers and pesticides were introduced, when, obviously, farmers had no choice 
but to use just natural applications to protect and even boost their crops and their animals. 
 
9. Most candidates explained how European countries tried to win over colonies due to an 
increased national feeling and an increased rivalry thus gaining political, material and economic 
advantages over their rivals.  They also managed to name five countries in Europe which 
managed to have colonies in other continents. In the third part of the question only a few 
candidates managed to mention the mineral resources they could get from the colonies, the 
human resources they could utilise and the increased markets they provided.  Again in the last 
part of the question only a few candidates mentioned how  the colonising countries provided the 
colonised ones with their first contacts with Europe and thus provided them with their first 
experiences in advanced management and education. 
 
10. Candidates had to write a short paragraph on each of the four chosen themes describing 
the effects which they had on the history of Europe. Attainment by candidates in this question 
was not very good. Answers were rather superficial, descriptive and simplistic and few candidates 
dealt with the progress or otherwise these implied on the life of people and how they may have 
led to various changes. The most common topics chosen were the French revolution, 
globalization, the EU and the Internet service.  
 
Project 
 
In the project, marks were given for originality, appropriate presentation, relevance, fieldwork 
research and appropriate conclusions. The overall level of the projects presented was good.  
Most projects were very well presented and included a table of contents, captions to pictures etc. 
Topics chosen were mainly of a historical nature. 
 
However, generally speaking, there is room for improvement. Some projects were too much of a 
general nature. Others, although selecting a specific theme from the syllabus, failed to integrate it 
within a European Studies dimension. Most projects were mainly descriptive in nature lacking 
personal conclusions and suggestions about the topic investigated. Though examples of research 
skills such as the use of questionnaires, interviews and analysis could be observed, these need 
to be more developed. Projects should be based more on primary sources. Copying of whole 
chunks from secondary sources and the inclusion of photocopies of whole articles should be 
avoided since the originality of the project suffers.  
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