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STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates 
0 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 7 

Option A 0 2 1 0 0 - - 0 2 5 
Option B - - - 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 
Total % 0.0 28.6 14.3 14.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.3 28.6 100.0 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
As per Commerce Sec Syllabus 2011, the aim of this examination was to test the candidates’ 
ability to: 
 
1. understand the purpose and functions of commercial activities; 
2. apply knowledge to particular commercial situations, including simple calculations; 
3. recall facts, principles and show an understanding of commercial terminology; 
4. analyse data and situations, make reasoned arguments and draw conclusions. 
 
 
During the preparation of the papers a great deal of time was spent in order to make sure that 
the questions set: 
 
1. are clear; 
2. examine the candidates’ understanding, knowledge, ability to analyse and apply. 
3. cover the 7 major areas that are mentioned in the syllabus. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
COMMENTS – PAPER I 
 
Question 1 
 
All candidates failed to obtain a pass in this question.  The main stumbling block was the 
candidates’ inability to understand the effects of a change in the price of imports and exports on 
the balance of payments of a country.  Moreover, most did not know what f.o.b means. 
 
 
Question 2 
 
80% of the candidates obtained more than ¾ of the marks allotted to this question.  As 
expected, nowadays, most candidates are aware of the latest technology and its advantages to 
businesses.  Only part (b) caused some problems wherein candidates mentioned foreign 
companies that are not listed on the local stock exchange. 
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Question 3 
 
80% of the candidates obtained more than half the marks in this question.  Most of the 
candidates gave satisfactory answers for all questions except parts (a) and (e). 
 
 
Question 4 
 
80% of the candidates obtained more than half the marks in this question, half of which 
obtained more than ¾ of the marks allotted to this question.  In most of the questions of this 
section candidates gave good answers but not good enough to obtain full marks. 
 
 
Question 5 
 
Most candidates obtained just half the marks of this question.  Candidates gave satisfactory 
answers for tariffs and quotas but the same cannot be said for franchising and freight note. 
 
 
Question 6 
 
Only 40% of the candidates obtained more than half the marks in this question.  Candidates 
showed that they know very little about the difference between a bank loan and an overdraft 
and even less about a crossed cheque. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
COMMENTS – PAPER IIA 
 
General Comments 
 
Overall the standard of response was very satisfactory. Candidates showed a sound knowledge 
of understanding of the topics examined. Most of the candidates were very well prepared and 
demonstrated a wide range of ability in completing the examination. In fact candidates scored 
75% or higher in this paper. 
 
Q 7 was perhaps the least attractive as no one attempted this question, whereas only 1 candidate 
attempted Q5. 
 
 
Question 1 
 
Overall there was a good response when answering this question and candidates scored 75% or 
higher. 
a) This part of the question elicited good answers and students obtained full marks. 
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b) Candidates were expected to mention at least 4 characteristics. The main weakness was that 
the candidates who opted for this question mentioned only 2 and therefore got only half the 
marks. 

c) There was a good response for this part of the question. 
d) Once again this part of the question was very well answered. 

 
 

Question 2 
 
Scores for this question were very high. 
 
a) Candidates scored 85% or over in this part of the question. 
b) Answers to this part of the question were precise and to the point. 
c) Out of the 2 candidates who answered this question, 1 obtained full marks, whereas the other 

was completely out of point. 
d) All students obtained full marks in this part of the question. 

 
Question 3 
 
A very popular question as all candidates answered this question. Overall there was a good 
response when answering this question.  
 
a) The definition of public corporations left much to be desired. 
b) A good attempt by the candidates, whereby all students obtained full marks in this part. 
c) Although students know precisely the meaning of plc, on the other they do not know its 

significance as they all got it wrong. 
d) Very well answered, but 1 student gave Crest as an example of a commercial bank. 
e) Again this part was very well answered and nearly all scored full marks.  

 
Question 4 
 
a) Part (i) was correctly answered by all, but one student gave a wrong calculation of the net 

profit and obviously got part (ii) wrong. 
b) One student gave wrong definitions of (ii) and (v), otherwise all answers were correct. 
c) and (d) Full marks were obtained in these parts of the question. 

 
Question 5 
 
This was a less popular question as only 1 candidate answered this question. The question was 
very well dealt with. 
 
a) The student gave bank overdraft as an example. 
b) Students were expected to give any 4 examples of insurance policies. Only 2 examples were 

given. 
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c) The distinction between insurance and assurance was very well defined. 
d) Full marks obtained. 

 
Question 6 
 
In this question students were expected to develop 5 points on each of the items selected. Marks 
were lost due to the fact that not enough points were developed. On the whole the marks 
obtained were quite satisfactory. 
 
 
Question 7 
 
This question was not chosen at all. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

COMMENTS – PAPER IIB 

Due to the small number of candidates sitting for this paper it is not possible to make out a 
detailed report. Only two candidates sat for this paper.  The results simply show that one was 
very well-prepared in all the areas while the other was not well-prepared in all the areas. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CONCLUSION 

It is evident that the candidates sitting for this exam were, on the whole, well prepared.  It is 
also evident, however, that candidates need to apply the theory they learn to the local scene.  
The syllabus lays out clearly the areas which the examination will cover.  It is again important 
to point out that the following factors would improve the candidates’ performance: 
 
1. Using a good textbook. 

2. Covering the syllabus well. 

3. Applying the theory to the local context e.g. knowing Maltese Commercial Banks. 

4. Practicing by working out past examination papers. 

5. Reading the examination questions well before attempting to answer them. 

6. Time permitting, checking their examination scripts before handing them in. 
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