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Sec Textiles & Design 

May 2015 Session 

Examiners’ Report 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

 

The table below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination. 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL  
PAPER A 1 7 6 7 3     1 0 25 
PAPER B       5  8 6 2 9 3 33 
TOTAL 1 7 6 12 11 6 2 10 3 58 
% OF 
TOTAL 1.72  12.07 10.34 20.69 18.97 10.34 3.45 17.24 5.17 100 
 

General comments 

The examination consisted of two parts: 

• Part 1 : Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA/ Paper IIB. 

• Part 2 : Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item 

from the chosen option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment.  

 

The written papers’ minimum mark required is 45% of 60%, that is 27, as Paper I and Paper IIA/Paper 

IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the examination. The coursework minimum mark required is 

45%, which is 18. 

 

Part 2: Comments on the candidates’ answers in Pape r I, IIA and IIB 

 

Paper 1 

 

The first question  in Paper 1 was related to jackets, interfacings and fashion drawings. Difficulties 

were encountered in various parts of the questions by candidates opting for both Paper IIA and IIB, 

particularly in 1a, b(i), c, and j. In question 1a, nearly none of them wrote the style features of the 

fitted jacket in detail, their answers were too general. An example of this repeated mistake was 

‘pocket’ instead of ‘flap pocket’. In the following question, the majority of the candidates mentioned 

cotton as a suitable fabric for the jacket while in question 1c candidates found some difficulties in 

naming a suitable fabric for lining. Yet most of them knew the importance of lining a garment. Another 

difficulty was found in question 1j as candidates did not know the seam of the jacket that needs the 
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method of notching. The drawings and their labelling were correctly presented by nearly all 

candidates and also the steps of doing an interfacing in question 1g. 

In question 2 , about figures types, the diagrams of the various figure types were very helpful to the 

respondents as they could come up with the right outfit according to the figure. On the other hand, in 

question 3 , candidates found it difficult to name the types of zippers and the parts of the zipper. A 

common mistake was writing ‘zipper fabric’ instead of ‘zipper tape’.  

Question 5  was about attaching a facing to the skirt. Some of the candidates, especially those opting 

for Paper IIA, knew the correct steps of how to prepare and attach the facing. Yet others did not 

observe the diagrams carefully thus they missed various steps. The following question  related to 

patterns was not that difficult to the respondents as they had the pictures which were very helpful. 

Question 7  was a bit challenging as they had to put the steps of attaching a collar, in order and they 

did them wrong. In fact, the highest mark was 6 and the average mark of the candidates was 2. The 

last question , about different types of sleeves, showed that most of the candidates did not know the 

name of the sleeves, writing names such as ‘normal sleeve’ instead of ‘set-in sleeve’. 

 

Paper 2 

Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA and Paper IIB. 

In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B.  

 

Paper 2 A: Section A 

Question 1 

All students answered this question and a few got full marks for 1a. Most students were aware of 
safety rules and why scissors had to be used for fabric only. 

Question 2 

Students had a good notion of the first two sewing machines (2a), but only a few could identify the 
third one.  

Questions b, c were also well tackled with students scoring high marks. 

Students did not understand question d and a lot of students were completely out of point in their 
answer. 

Question 3 

a. There are different ways in which fibres are made into fabric. Students found it difficult to identify 
Macrame and Crotchet probably because both methods are not popular at the moment. The 
diagram representing crotchet was not very appropriate as it did not depict the finished item and 
therefore was difficult to guess. 

b. It was evident that students did not distinguish the two methods of making fabric and therefore 
could not give proper examples. 
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Question 4 

a.  i.  Students confused environmentally friendly with recycling. A few students gave ways of  
recycling the item instead of why it was produced in an environmentally friendly manner. 

b. Give an example of how the textile item mentioned in the previous question (4ai) can be 
environmentally friendly (there are two items in that answer, unlike the reference in the next 
question.). 

  Students did not always give practical examples of recycling the jumper and suggested items 
difficult to make from this discarded top.  

 

Section B 

Question 5 

a. All students attempted this question and most gave positive answers. 
b. Students did not realize that buttons on the front might be dangerous for a three-year-old when 

they created their design.  
c. Good question with positive replies, though there were quite a few students who confused 

impulse buying with online shopping. 
d. Most students understood this question and replied well to this question. 

Question 6 

a. Most students found this question difficult and only a couple got the right reply.  
b. Many students understood the first part of this question but did not reply so well to the second 

part where they had to describe the difference between a blend and a mixture, with only a couple 
giving the right answer.  

c. i. Students have very little knowledge of the properties of nylon and lost marks on this question 
as they chose the wrong items to be made from this fibre. 
ii. Most students scored high on this question, the diagram was very helpful and they described 
the experiment rather accurately. 
iii. Very few students knew the meaning of the word thermoplastic. 
iv. Only one student knew how to reduce static electricity in nylon. (using fabric conditioner) 

Question 7 

a. Most students did well in this question 
b. Nobody knew the answer to this question re the difference between spun silk and raw silk.  
c. Nearly all students got this right. 
d. Nearly all students got this right. 
e. Students found it difficult to describe washing and drying and lost a lot of marks. Practically all 

students knew silk had to be hand washed but only a couple knew how to iron it.  
f. Most students answered this correctly. 
g. No one answered this question correctly. 
h. No one answered this question correctly. 
i. Most students knew the main silk producing countries.  
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Paper 2B: Section A 

Question 1 

1a.  Students confused as sentence describing scissors did not refer to embroidery, therefore it could 
be any other small scissors.  

b.  Most students answered this question but some confused care with safety.   

c.  Most students answered this question correctly. 

Question 2 

a. Students found it difficult to identify the sewing machines especially the last one. 
b. This question was well tackled by students. 
c. This question was also well tackled by students. 
d. i. None of the students got this completely right, especially the first two words. 

ii. No one scored full marks here and almost all students did not know what groove meant.  

Question 3 

a. Fibres are made into fabrics in different ways (should read yarns) are made into fabric. Students 
found it difficult to identify Macrame and Crotchet probably because both methods are not 
popular at the moment. The diagram representing crotchet was not very appropriate as it did not 
depict the finished item and therefore was difficult to guess. Some confused it with chain stitch. 

b. It was evident that students did not distinguish the two methods of making fabric and therefore 
could not properly identify the examples. Most got two out of four right.  

 

Question 4 

a. i. Students found this question difficult. Some did not answer it. They confused environmentally 
friendly with recycling. A few students gave ways of recycling the item instead of why it was 
produced in an environmentally friendly manner. 

           ii. Name another textile item which can carry the Ecolabel symbol was generally right               
probably because they were  confusing this with recyclable items.  

b. Students did not always give practical examples of recycling the jumper   and suggested items 
difficult to make from this discarded top. Sketches were also rough and unfinished.  

Section B 

Question 5 

a. Most students attempted this question and most gave positive answers, however they sometimes 
listed fabric properties instead of factors to consider and then repeating the same answer in 
question biii. 

b. Designing for a three year old implies safety regarding fasteners etc... Only one student realised 
this. Students did not realize that buttons on the front might be dangerous for a three year old 
when they created their design. The rest of the question was fairly easy and students nearly 
always got it right. 

v.  Students just did not get this except for a couple of them 
c. A difficult  question for students with quite a few students confusing impulse buying with online 

shopping. Most students got the online shopping correct. 
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d. A good number of students understood this question and replied well, with some of them 
citing examples. 

Question 6 

a. Most students found this question difficult and lost a lot of marks, except for a couple of students 
who did rather well here.  

b. Many students had very little knowledge of the properties of nylon and lost marks on this 
question as they chose the wrong items to be made from this fibre. They also could not give 
another word for nylon. The diagram was irrelevant and did not help the students.  

c. Only one student got this right with most students jut filling in randomly.  
d. Students could tackle this question. 
e. Most students could describe the burning test. 
f. Most students did not understand this question. 
g. Students mixed up this question with the one below it. 

Question 7 

a. Most students could tackle this question though they lost marks when describing. 
b. Nobody knew the answer to this question re the difference between spun silk and raw silk.  

Question 8  

a. Nearly all students got this right though they lost marks when describing. 
b. A good number of students got this right. 
c. Students found it difficult to describe washing and drying and lost a lot of marks. Practically all 

students knew silk had to be hand washed but only a couple knew how to iron it.  
d. Most students answered this correctly however most of them did not know the temperature for 

ironing silk. 

 

Coursework 

The moderation of coursework was conducted in two schools in Malta, both being state schools. The 

investigations and portfolios were of good quality and had all the sections and samples requested by 

the SEC syllabus.  

The creative piece of work presented by these schools were quite good. However, they lacked in 

creativity and originality since various designs were copied from printed pictures which were mainly 

cartoon characters. Few students chose themes such as nature, environment or family. The choice of 

resources used was very limited since they worked only with fabrics and embroidery thread. One 

could also experiment with other mediums such as paint. 

There were no private candidates who registered for the Textiles and Design SEC examination 

Chairperson 

2015 Examination Panel 

 


