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AM SPANISH 
MAY 2015 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
  
The following statistical Table outlines the results of this year’s exam together with the results of last year.  
It represents the number and percentage of candidates obtaining each grade.  
 

YEAR A B C D E F ABSENT TOTAL 

2014 5 8 8 7 0 2 4 34 

Percentage 14.7% 23.5% 23.5% 20.6% 0 5.9% 11.8% 100% 

2015 5 3 6 11 3 4 1 33 

Percentage 15.2% 9.1% 18.2% 33.3% 9.1% 12.1% 3% 100% 

 
 
General Comments  
 
The number of candidates sitting for this year’s exam was more or less the same as last year’s. 
 
The overall results obtained this year registered a poorer level when compared to last year. Although the 
number of candidates who obtained an A was the same as that of the previous year, there was a 
significant 20% drop of candidates who obtained Grades B and C. Moreover, the majority of the 
candidates (33%) got a Grade D whilst last year, the majority got a B or a C. 
 
Observations on the general performance of the candidates for each exercise are being documented 
below.  
 
 
Focused Remarks  
 
Conversation 
 
Candidates did quite well in the oral component of the exam. It was evident that the candidates were well 
prepared for the picture interpretation and the conversation. Some interpretations were rather interesting 
and creative. When compared to last year, fewer mistakes were noted in these components. Some of the 
mistakes noted were lack of use of pronouns and confusion with regard to the past tense. Quite a number 
of responses were influenced by Italian. It was also noted that although a lot of the candidates gave 
importance to syntax and vocabulary when uttering phrases, unfortunately very few candidates paid 
attention to pronunciation and intonation. 
 
 
Paper 1 
 
Essay writing (Redacción and Interacción escrita) 
 
The topics chosen reflected realistic situations which the candidates could have faced or might face in 
future. They also involved current situations such as young people leaving their country in the hope of 
finding better opportunities. With regard to essay writing, whereas last year the trend was towards 
narrative topics, this year the majority of the candidates opted for an argumentative topic. As regards the 
interactive writing component, candidates preferred the first topic which involved writing an email 
providing suggestions about the local village feast. 
 
Several essays were rather interesting and creative. The candidates showed that they understood the 
titles well and presented very well structured essays. Although some essays were very good, a fair 
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amount of the essays were not up to the standard expected. Most of the essays lacked the use of 
Spanish proverbs and idioms.  
 
A number of candidates were influenced by the Italian and English languages with regard to syntax and 
vocabulary. Some of the most common mistakes observed were in the use of the different tenses of the 
subjunctive mode. A number of essays demonstrated difficulty in the construction of subordinate clauses; 
particular difficulty was noted in conditional, causal and consecutive constructions. A number of 
candidates confused ‘si’ with the pronoun ‘se’. Lack of use of direct and indirect object pronouns was also 
noted and in some cases resulted in the writing task being rather monotonous due to the subject being 
repeated over and over again. Another common mistake was the confusion between the prepositions 
‘por’ and ‘para’ and between the verbs ‘ser’ and ‘estar’. Candidates also showed insufficient knowledge of 
the use of the different past tenses and sometimes confused the conjugation of the first and third person 
of the past simple.  
 
Unfortunately, in some cases candidates wrote incomplete sentences and produced no conclusion. In the 
interactive writing task, some candidates did not present the correct email format.   
 
 
Paper II 
 
Language use 
 
1. Ejercicios de lengua y uso: 
 
This exercise highlighted the candidates’ inability to manipulate the Spanish language for everyday 
situations and experiences. Performance in this section was poor considering that this is an advanced 
level exam.  
 
Exercise A.1 
This exercise proved to be the least challenging in this section. In general candidates fared well, however, 
very simple phrases were once again observed. Some candidates confused the verbal phrase  'intentar + 
infinitivo’ with its use in Italian and English, and introduced a preposition (A.1.1d). Mistakes related to the 
future tense were also frequent, particularly with respect to its conjugation (A.1.1e). In this exercise, some 
candidates also failed to use the conditional with the structure ‘Si + subjuntivo’ (A.1.2c).   
 
Exercise A.2    
This exercise proved to be quite challenging. Some answers showed that the candidates did not 
understand the meaning of certain words. In particular a number of candidates seemed to have had 
difficulty with ‘amo’ and ‘pegar’.   
 
Exercise A.3  
The majority of the candidates failed to use the consecutive connector ‘por consiguiente’ correctly by 
omitting the comma (A.3b). Candidates found it difficult to use indirect speech and the passive voice. In 
general, candidates replaced the preposition ‘por’ with ‘de’ (A.3c). 
 
2. Written comprehension  
 
This year, the candidates’ level in the written comprehension was rather disappointing with almost half the 
candidates failing this task. Difficulties related to language were once again present in the candidates’ 
answers. In some cases it was rather difficult to understand the candidates.   
 
In general, the candidates’ performance was weak due to vague answers and copying answers directly 
from the text without even changing the subject or the pronoun. The following is an analysis of the 
candidates’ answers per question:  
Question B.1 – This question proved to be quite easy and almost all the candidates answered it correctly.  
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Question B.2 – Despite the title’s clear instructions, most candidates copied the answer word for word 
from the text. Some answers were simplistic.  
Question B.3 – These questions demonstrated that some candidates only had a general understanding of 
the text.   
Question B.4 – This question showed a lack of understanding of the text. Only a very small number of the 
candidates managed to carry out the summary satisfactorily with most of the candidates omitting 
important information.  
Question B.5 - This question proved to be the most challenging; candidates failed to understand terms 
such as “tierras de nadie” and “explotan la industria del turismo”. 
 
 
Paper III 
 
In this part of the exam, candidates had to answer two questions from the literature section and one 
question from the section on culture. In general, it was noted that the literature essays were of better 
quality than the ones on culture. Possibly some candidates focus more on the prescribed literary texts 
despite the fact that the cultural component carries 5.6% of the global mark of the exam. 
  
With respect to the literature section, the candidates showed preference to questions related to La casa 
de Bernarda Alba written by Federico García Lorca, Rimas written by Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer, and La 
Familia de Pascual Duarte written by Camilo José Cela. 
 
In general this year, weakness was observed when quoting. In some cases, candidates misquoted the 
original text. It was also noted that some of the literature analyses had poor figures of speech and 
demonstrated a lack of knowledge about writing styles and stanzas. Also, sometimes candidates could 
not place the literature text in the correct era and context when it was written. A common mistake made 
was claiming that Romanticism in Spanish literature took place just before the outbreak of the Spanish 
Civil War.   
 
Several candidates were very attentive to what the exam question required of them. In such cases holistic 
answers were provided, and statements made were supported by examples from and references to the 
text. However, some essays were not satisfactory since they lacked information or presented irrelevant 
information which might be attributed to studying pre-prepared essays. For example, it was common for 
candidates who chose a question which included a quotation in the title not to make any reference to the 
particular quotation. Some essays also offered a very superficial understanding of the selected literary 
texts, presenting a mere description of the text rather than an analysis.   
 
With respect to the component on culture, some candidates lost marks due to the fact that they presented 
a large number of inaccuracies about Spain, such as when referring to the weather, tourism and 
languages. Some cultural analyses were incomplete, such as when writing about the role of the family in 
Spanish society and how its role changed over the years and omitting to speak about different types of 
families. Other essays lacked reference to the Spanish and Hispanic societies. Unfortunately, some 
candidates who chose topic four, which was about three Latin-American artists, went out of point when 
they chose to write about three Spanish artists instead of Latin American ones.  
 
Language difficulties highlighted in other parts of the exam were once again noted in this paper. Such 
difficulties included incorrect use of the subjunctive and of prepositions. 
 
 
Paper IV 
 
Listening comprehension 
 
This year, as last year, the candidates were tested on two texts. The candidates fared better in the first 
text where they had to mark whether certain statements were true or false. However, few candidates 
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managed to correct the inaccuracies of the false statements. Most responses lacked detail. With regard to 
the second text, the second task which required candidates to provide answers in their own words proved 
to be the most difficult. A number of candidates did not provide the required answers.   
 
 
Conclusion 
 
From the observations made during the correction of the examination scripts, candidates should focus 
more on answering exam questions directly. This weakness was particularly evident in the written 
comprehension and in the essays on the set literary texts and the set cultural topics. Furthermore, 
candidates should ensure that the information they produce is accurate. Also at this level, candidates 
should not find it difficult to reproduce an answer using their own words. Lastly, simple grammatical and 
spelling errors can be avoided by revising the exam paper before handing it in.   
 
 
Chairperson  
2015 Examination Panel  
 
 
 


