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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of the candidates’ grades for the May 2016 Advanced Level History
Examination.

Table 1:

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 6 12 35 18 9 18 6 104

% OF TOTAL 5.8 11.5 33.7 17.3 8.7 17.3 5.8 100

Part 2: Comments on the candidate’s performance

The exam consists of three papers of three hours each, namely Paper 1: Maltese History, Paper 2: European
and International History, and Paper 3: Mediterranean History. Each paper carries 33% of the total marks of the
examination. Each paper consists of two essay questions and one document-based question. All questions are
compulsory, and carry equal weighting.

In general, the Board noted the same pattern of shortcomings in writing skills and textual analysis as remarked in
past sessions. In the grades A to C bracket, candidates are generally basing their preparation not only on
classroom participation but also on their own further reading. As pointed out in the past, this individual effort
enhances the student’s ability to connect the facts and to handle historical documents analytically. The Board
feels the need to reiterate the importance of writing skills, and to continue to discourage the reproduction of class
notes or 'model answers'.

Paper 1 Maltese History

Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of nineteenth century Maltese history.
Question 1 (a) proved to be the most popular choice, while 1 (b) and 1 (c) attracted comparatively similar
numbers of respondents. Question 1 (a) asked the candidate to discuss a statement implying the lack of Maltese
political representation by 1813. The majority of candidates answering this question were able to contrast well
the Maltese political situation in 1800 and 1813. Question 1 (b) tested knowledge of Church-State relations. The
majority of respondents agreed with the statement that the Maltese Church was the strongest supporter of the
British colonial administration in the 1800s. Question 1 (c) provided a statement on nineteenth century Maltese
emigration. The majority of candidates answering this question agreed with the statement that Maltese
emigration implied failures in the educational and economic fields at home.

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of twentieth century Maltese history. Question
2 (a) was the most popular choice, with 2 (b) and 2 (c) attracting similar numbers of respondents. Question 2 (a)
tested knowledge of the collapse of Maltese Self-Government in 1958. A number of candidates were observed
to outline the main events without, however, answering the question, which asked specifically why it collapsed.
Question 2 (b) was based on a statement referring to the politico-religious situation in the 1960s and 1980s.
Several candidates overlooked the fact that the statement referred to a ‘continuation’ of the problem. Question 2
(c) tested knowledge of Maltese economic history from the end of the Second World War to independence. The
majority of candidates answering this question were noted to find it difficult to identify the respective roles played
by the British and the Maltese administrations in Malta’s economic development in this period.
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Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Both questions attracted a comparatively similar
number of respondents. Question 3 (a), based on an extract from a travel description of Malta in 1831, tested
knowledge of Church-State relations. Most candidates were able to establish the Catholic Church’s position in
early British Malta (i). A number of students were noted to find it difficult to write about Protestant missionary
efforts in Malta, but could comment generally on British policy (ii). Definitions of the select phrases highlighted for
discussion were broadly correct in a good number of respondents (iii). Several candidates struggled to answer
(iv), on relations between Bishops of Malta and the British authorities in general. Key events affecting the
Church-State relationship were identified by the majority of candidates (v). Question 3 (b), based on a letter
from Lord Plumer to the Colonial Office in 1919, examines knowledge of the Maltese situation following the Sette
Giugno riots and the achievement of Self-Government in 1921. Most candidates were able to write the
background to the events of 1919 (i), and explain Plumer’s statement in connection with the Maltese situation
(ii). Some candidates struggled to point out the main features of the new constitution (iv), while answers to the
final question were generally correct, pointing out how the concessions made in the new constitution realized
long-standing Maltese demands (v).

Paper 2 European and International History

Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European history up to 1918. Questions 1
(b) and 1 (c) were more popular, attracting comparatively similar numbers of respondents, followed by question 1
(a) which proved to be the least popular choice. Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of the revolution of 1848 in
France and its consequences. Candidates choosing this question were generally able to identify the main events
as well as the consequences in French history. Question 1 (b) examined knowledge of the causes of the
Russian revolution of 1917. A number of candidates were able to list some of the key events, but stopped short
of identifying the main causes of the revolution, which is what the question principally asked. Question 1 (c)
tested knowledge of the rise of Britain as the world’s first industrial power. Candidates generally showed good
familiarity with the main characteristics of the Industrial Revolution. Some students struggled to explain why
Britain was the first major country to experience this transformation.

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European and international history since
the end of the First World War. Questions 2 (a) and 2 (b) were more popular, being selected by comparatively
similar numbers of candidates, while question 2 (c) attracted the least number of respondents. Question 2 (a)
examined knowledge of the Second World War, and in particular of the reasons for German successes in the
first two years of the conflict. Students generally were able to answer this question well, but a good number of
answers either overlooked, or did not focus enough on, the latter part of the question, which asked about the
way the Allies reversed the trend. Question 2 (b) provided a statement on Soviet control over Eastern Europe.
Candidates were generally able to identify key events, such as developments in 1956 and 1968, and a majority
of students argued in favour of the statement. Question 2 (c) examined knowledge of European integration for
the period up to 1957, which surprisingly attracted fewer respondents. A majority of students who answered this
question showed a good grasp of the facts.

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (a) provided an extract from the
writings of Karl Marx on the revolution in France in 1848. Question 3 (b) was based on an extract from the British
legislation known as the Factory Act of 1819. Comparatively similar numbers of candidates chose either of the
two options. Candidates answering 3 (a) were generally able to write the background to French unrest in 1848
(i), however a number of candidates struggled to explain the contrast made by the author between the February
and June revolutions (ii). Likewise, a number of candidates showed limited understanding of the select phrases
earmarked for explanation (iii). A good number of candidates showed familiarity with the Marxist notion of class
struggle and its application to the events of 1848 (iv). The explanations given to the author’s statement varied,
with a number of candidates failing to match the statement to subsequent events, notably the coming to power of
Louis Napoleon by December 1848, as asked (v). Question 3 (b) examined knowledge of the condition of
workers in early industrial Britain.  Candidates were generally able to identify the main reasons behind British
industrialization after 1750 (i), and describe factory working conditions in the period to 1820 (ii). Answers to
question (iii) were mainly drawn from the passage. Candidates were generally knowledgeable on other industrial
sectors, notably mining (iv), and a good number could indicate principal reforms passed in later British legislation
(v).
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Paper 3 Mediterranean History

Question 1 offered a choice between three questions. Comparatively similar numbers of candidates attempted
either 1 (a) or 1 (c), while the least popular question was 1 (b). Question 1 (a) on the help provided by the Great
Powers to the Greeks in achieving their independence from the Ottoman empire, was answered well by a
majority of students who selected it, but the tendency was for answers to focus more on the how than on the
why in the question. Question 1 (b) examined knowledge of Great Power interference behind the Balkan
conflicts of the early twentieth century. Few students attempted this question, possibly reflecting limited
preparation on the subject. Question 1 (c) presented a statement on Britain’s decision to keep Malta despite the
Treaty of Amiens, and the validity of strategic considerations down to 1914.  The majority of students attempting
this question showed a good grasp of the Mediterranean framework as well as familiarity with key facts.

Question 2 offered a choice between three questions. A small majority of candidates chose question 2 (a), while
questions 2 (b) and 2 (c) attracted comparatively similar numbers. Question 2 (a) examined knowledge of the
irredentist claims of Fascist Italy to Malta, and the local reaction to them by the Maltese and the British. While
candidates were generally able to answer the first part of the question, a number of answers overlooked the
latter part, or could only provide limited information on it. Question 2 (b) compared the process of independence
of Malta and Cyprus. It was observed that several candidates wrote a lot more about the Maltese example than
the Cypriot case study, while the question was comparative. Question 2 (c) enquired on the role of the two
Superpowers in the Arab-Israeli conflict down to 1993. The majority of students answering this question showed
a good grasp of the historical facts. A tendency was noted to limit the discussion of the role of the two
Superpowers to specific key dates, while the question was principally about their role over the whole period.

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. The majority of candidates attempted 3 (a),
which was based on the message of Napoleon I to the Egyptians in 1798. Candidates were generally able to
write the background to the French campaign in 1798 (i). Several candidates could not identify the French
objective in addressing the ‘People of Egypt’ against the Mamluk elite (ii). Select phrases earmarked for
elaboration could be explained through knowledge of the French Revolution (iii). A majority of candidates
struggled to explain Napoleon’s ambitions in Egypt, but were able to identify the measures taken by the British to
stop him (iv). Candidates were generally able to write a paragraph on Great Power ambitions towards Egypt in
the nineteenth century (v).  Question 3 (b) was based on a joint note of Britain and France in 1882 on the subject
of Egypt. Several candidates showed familiarity with British and French involvement in the affairs of the Ottoman
empire (i), and commented knowledgeably on the significance of Egypt to the two rival powers (ii). Several
candidates found it difficult to explain terms like ‘Khedive’, despite the fact that it should have been obvious from
the passage. A general familiarity with the events in the Egyptian crisis of 1882 was noted (iv), while a good
number of candidates found it difficult to answer the final question on Anglo-French intentions versus the
Ottoman empire (v).
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