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Statistical Information

Table 1: Distribution of the Candidates’ grades for AM Religion May 2016

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 7 18 31 21 12 7 12 108

% OF TOTAL 6.5 16.7 28.7 19.4 11.1 6.5 11.1 100

General Comments:

Out of 108 candidates who sat for the examination, 12 candidates did not show up for Paper 1 and 13
candidates were absent for Paper 2. Candidates would perform better in this examination if they were
to include references to Scripture or Magisterial teaching. They should also be advised to answer the
question as stated, and not write a general essay on the subject matter being examined.

Paper 1

Section A – The Christian Bible

Question 1

The answers given by 52 candidates to question 1 were generally good. All candidates demonstrated
a working knowledge of the synoptic problem. Many explained that the synoptic gospels stand in
contrast to John, whose content is comparatively distinct. Nonetheless, most have an incomplete
understanding of the subject. Candidates were required to discuss the priority of Mark (as well as to
present arguments related to this gospel: its brevity, primitive theology, writing style and harder
readings); the lack of Matthew-Luke agreements against Mark; the existence of Q and to discuss the
stylistic features of one gospel compared to another.

Question 2

Question 2 was answered by 62 candidates. The candidates answering this question were
knowledgeable about the Exodus narrative, but did not necessarily give the correct answer. The
majority focused on the descriptive element pertinent to the story, but then failed to analyse and
discuss why the Decalogue is a condition for freedom. Candidates were asked to explain that the
Decalogue is a path of life and that it has a liberating power. One could easily have mentioned its
relation to the commandment about the Sabbath rest, directed also to foreigners and slaves. Besides,
it is in the New Covenant in Jesus Christ, that their full meaning will be revealed.
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Question 3

Question 3 was answered by 40 candidates. The candidates responded sufficiently well to this
question. While some tended to be descriptive in their explanation, nonetheless they demonstrated
their ability to develop their reflection on four elements so characteristic of the passion narratives.
Many references to biblical episodes in this regard are laudable and admirable. Candidates were able
to distinguish the different elements and also to highlight how the person of Jesus Christ had lived as
truly human and truly divine in his last hours on earth.

Section B - The Creed

Question 4

40 candidates chose to respond to this question which asked candidates to reflect on the nature of
faith. The main emphasis of the question was to assert that all human beings are called by God and
possibly can reply in faith. Although reference to the models of the faith such as Abraham, Mary and
Jesus Christ were correct, nonetheless the candidates were asked to reflect on the truth that one’s
faith sheds light on one’s search for meaning. Rather than a ready-made answer, the candidates were
asked to present their ideas in an ordered and meaningful way. One’s faith does not simply touch
one’s personal spiritual being, but especially one’s meaning in life.

Question 5

This question was tackled by 47 candidates. Candidates were asked to reflect and express their
understanding of a fundamental assertion in Christianity. The candidates were asked to develop
arguments by which they could relate the content of the faith in God the Trinity to one’s life or rather to
one’s decision to lead a good moral life. Faith makes sense in as much as it is lived out in charity and
love towards God and neighbour. Candidates were requested to reflect on the mystery of the Trinity
as it is reflected in one’s life. Most candidates gave informed answers concerning the Trinity, but then
they failed to connect it to one’s faith and life.

Question 6

45 candidates addressed this question, mostly giving sensible answers. This was a straight forward
question which required candidates to focus particularly on the Holy Spirit as one of the three divine
persons in the Trinity. Candidates were not asked about the symbolism often related to the Holy Spirit.
Rather, they were asked to focus on the divine actions that the Holy Spirit performs and with which he
could be identified. Hence, the Spirit is identified as the one who gives comfort and advice as well as
the one who intercedes for others and strengthens them too. Moreover, the candidates were
examined on how they were able to relate the actions of the Holy Spirit in their day to day lives.
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PAPER 2

Section A – Liturgy and the Sacraments

Question 1

The 39 candidates who attempted this question generally gave a very good brief answer regarding
the acts of the penitent during the celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation, namely the three
elements of contrition, confession of sins and satisfaction. Others added the examination of
conscience and prayer of contrition, which are truly an extension of the above. The secrecy of
confession to a priest was also mentioned by many, eventually underlining the liberating experience
of the sacrament. The merciful character was explained mainly in reference to the mercy of Jesus
shown to sinners at large. Some were keen to remind us that we are living in a Jubilee Year dedicated
to Divine Mercy. No other examples were generally given. The answers were quite accurate and to
the point.

Question 2

Many of the 46 candidates who tackled this question mentioned the Sacrament of Confirmation as the
gift of the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon the Christian once again after the first sacrament of initiation,
namely baptism. The gifts of the Spirit were widely enlisted and some also explained each gift
individually. Only a few mentioned the indelible character that the sacrament provides. The role of the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, assists adult Christians in deciphering what is
right and wrong, good and evil, and also empowers them to follow through on the demands of the
Gospel. Candidates also explained the rite of Confirmation, although the wrong idea still prevailed that
the god-parents do not just assist the journey of faith of the candidate but also fill in the responsibility
of upbringing should the parents be missing in their life. The candidates exhibited fair knowledge of
the identity of the Holy Spirit.

Question 3

This was one of the most popular questions, having been attempted by 67 candidates. Many
dedicated a large part of their essay describing the liturgical year, starting from Advent, illustrating the
colour of the vestments for every season. A few included Holy Week and the Solemn Triduum of
Easter, while quite a good number related how Sunday Mass is the extension of the feast of Easter.
Candidates expressly underlined the fact that although Christmas is sought after by many, the real
core of Christianity is Easter, and thus described its centrality to the Christian faith.

Section B – Christian Morality

Question 4

Many of the 70 candidates who tackled this question seem to have not understood this question: why
does Christianity insist so much on respect for the human body? There seems to be a gross
ignorance of the theology of the human body, created in God’s image and likeness. There was no
specific mention of magisterial documents, or the doctrine of John Paul II, for example. Yet many
explained and treated rather extensively, inspired by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the fifth
and sixth commandments, or just the latter. These teachings of the commandments were sound and
to the point, at times rather too selective, but satisfactory.

Question 5

45 candidates attempted this question. Many decided to focus on the morality of lying and the bad
consequences that arise from it, without clearly bringing out the relevance of this commandment to
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contemporary life. It was refreshing to see the occasional scriptural reference (e.g. the story of
Susanna), or link to one of Pope Francis’ messages.

Question 6

This was the least popular question, having been attempted by 18 candidates only. The Church’s
social teaching, unfortunately, remains either unpopular or not well known. The virtue of justice was
dealt with shortly and there was little connection made to the Gospel and love. Many mentioned that
Christians are called to contribute to the building of a just society by voting and acting in solidarity,
and others included unions, politics and so on and so forth. Only one candidate commented that there
was no place for the Church in the social sphere of society; all the others thought otherwise.

Chairperson
Examiners’ Panel 2016


