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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of the candidates’ grades for the May 2017 Advanced Level Philosophy
Examination.

Table1:

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 3 16 30 24 8 6 10 97

% OF TOTAL 3.1 16.5 30.9 24.7 8.2 6.2 10.3 100

Part 2: Comments on the candidate’s performance

The exam consists of three papers of three hours each, namely Paper 1: Maltese History, Paper 2: European
and International History, and Paper 3: Mediterranean History. Each paper carries 33% of the total marks of the
examination. Each paper consists of two essay questions and one document-based question. All questions are
compulsory, and carry equal weighting.

The Board noted improvements in individual preparation, particularly in candidates in the grades A to C
brackets, with signs of further research on topics covered in the classroom. On the other hand, as observed in
past reports, there are shortcomings in essay writing skills and document analysis which tend to limit the
performance of a range of candidates in the lower grades. The Board wishes to emphasize the importance of
writing skills in general, as well as good reading practices which help complement what is covered in class.

Paper 1 Maltese History

Question 1 examined knowledge of nineteenth-century Maltese history. Questions 1 (a) and 1 (c) attracted
similar numbers of respondents, while question 1 (b) proved less popular. Question 1 (a) required candidates to
discuss a statement on Maltese constitutional demands to 1921, and British reluctance to make enough
concessions. The majority of candidates showed a good grasp of the facts. Evidence of further reading was less
notable. Question 1 (b) tested knowledge of Church-State relations in nineteenth-century Malta. Most answers
showed a relatively good grasp of the main factors shaping this relationship. Question 1 (c) presented a
statement on nineteenth-century Maltese economic performance in times of war in the Mediterranean. The
majority of candidates agreed with the statement and were able to illustrate their answers with reference
significant examples, including the Napoleonic period and the Crimean War.

Question 2 examined knowledge of twentieth-century Maltese history. Questions 2 (a) and 2 (b) had similar
numbers of respondents, while very few answered 2 (c). Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the Language
Question between 1921 and 1936. The majority of candidates showed a good grasp of the facts related to this
topic, but there were few attempts to address how the period entered a ‘new’ phase in this long-standing issue.
Question 2 (b) presented a statement on the Maltese Church in relation to self-government and independence.
The majority of candidates wrote a generally descriptive answer without addressing the main point made by the
statement, namely, that it was not easy for the Church to accept twentieth-century Maltese political
developments to 1964. Few candidates answered 2 (c), on the British role in the Maltese economy between
1945 and 1964.
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Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (a), which attracted more
respondents, was based on a speech by Sigismondo Savona in the Maltese Council of Government in 1895,
and tested knowledge of late nineteenth-century Maltese political history. The majority of respondents showed a
good grasp of the facts in answering question (i), on the background to Malta’s constitution, and (v), on
constitutional changes in the following years. Several candidates found it hard to write a profile of Savona (ii),
and struggled to discuss the phrase from the passage quoted in (iii). The majority of candidates offered
reasonably good explanations for the phrases selected in (iv)

Question 3 (b), based on an article by an American Consul in Malta in 1844, tested knowledge of socio-
economic conditions in Malta in the early nineteenth century. Few candidates were able to comment well on the
role of cotton in Maltese agriculture (i). Most candidates answered (ii) well. A good number of candidates found it
difficult to explain the select phrases (iii), and to explain the reference to the ‘duty on wheat’ (iv). Few candidates
could write in a satisfactory manner on the changes in Maltese agriculture from the mid-nineteenth century
onwards (v).

Paper 2 European and International History

Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European history to 1918. Questions 1 (a),
on Napoleon and the French Revolution, was the most popular choice, attracting more respondents than 1 (b)
and 1 (c) combined. The majority of candidates answering this question showed a good grasp of the
chronology. Several answers failed to comment on the final part of the statement. Question 1 (b), on the link
between World War I and events in Russia in 1917, was answered relatively well by the small number of
candidates who selected it. It tested knowledge of two major topics in the syllabus, combined through the
statement. Question 1 (c), on the rise of German industrial might in the late nineteenth century, was answered
relatively well. Nevertheless, several candidates ignored the mention of France in the statement.

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of twentieth-century European history.
Questions 2 (a) and 2 (b) attracted identical numbers of respondents, while only a few candidates attempted
question 2 (c). Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the rise of Fascism in Italy. The majority of answers
connected well the developments in Italy with the realities in place since the end of World War I. Question 2 (b)
presented a statement on peace in Europe despite superpower rivalry during the Cold War. The majority of
answers showed a good grasp of the facts, but several candidates emphasized more the aspect of superpower
rivalry than the European dimension. Question 2 (c) on closer European collaboration after 1945, was answered
well by the candidates selecting it.

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Both questions attracted almost identical
numbers of respondents. Question 3 (a) tested knowledge of the Franco-Prussian war with a set of questions
based on the Ems telegram of 1870. The majority of candidates were able to answer well question (i), on
Prussia’s efforts to resolve the German question between 1864 and 1870, and (ii), on the significance of the
Ems telegram.  In the case of (iii), on the French fear of Prussia, a number of candidates somehow overlooked
the second part of the question. Answers to question (iv), on Bismarck’s role in this affair and his approach to
international affairs, generally showed good knowledge of the subject. Answers to question (v), which asked for
a brief description of the Franco-Prussian war and its consequences, were also generally correct.

Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of the rise of Britain as an industrial power by the mid-nineteenth century,
based on an extract from a work by Friedrich Engels. In general, answers to question (i) on the development of
the Industrial Revolution from 1750 to 1850, showed good knowledge of the subject. Answers to (ii), on the
author’s views on social changes under way due to the Industrial Revolution in Britain, were generally good.
Some candidates overlooked the author’s connections with socialism in answering this question. The phrases
selected in (iii) were generally explained well. Candidates generally had no difficulty in identifying three
inventions in the Industrial Revolution (iv), although not all answers explained their significance well.  Question
(iv), on the role of cities and of the British Empire in Britain’s rise as an industrial nation, was answered relatively
well by a majority of candidates. In general, the Board noted that candidates are to be encouraged to engage
more with the passage provided, as one main objective of text-based questions is to measure the skills of
analysis and interpretation.
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Paper 3 Mediterranean History

Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of Mediterranean history to the outbreak of
World War I. The most popular choice was question 1 (a), followed by 1 (c). Few candidates attempted question
1 (b). Question 1 (a) sought the main causes of the Crimean War and its consequences for the Eastern
Question. The majority of candidates did well in answering the first part of the question. In a number of cases,
candidates were noted not to give due importance to the second part of the question, connecting the conflict with
the Eastern Question. Question 1 (b) presented a statement on the Balkan Wars of 1912-13 and the Balkan
crisis serving as a prelude for World War I. As noted, this question attracted few attempts, possibly indicating
limited familiarity with the subject. Question 1 (c) also presented a statement for discussion, on British naval
control in the nineteenth-century Mediterranean. The majority of candidates answering this question showed a
good grasp of the facts. It was positive to note the inclusion of Malta in several answers.

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of twentieth-century Mediterranean history.
The most popular question by far was 2 (a), which attracted almost double the number of respondents as 2 (c).
Few candidates attempted question 2 (b). Question 2 (a) presented for discussion a general statement on
Malta’s role in World War II. The majority of candidates attempting this question showed good factual
knowledge. In a number of cases, there was also a positive sign of further reading, which must be commended.
Question 2 (b) attracted few respondents, possibly because of limited familiarity with the Algerian case-study.
Question 2 (c) presented another statement for discussion, on the role of the Cold War superpowers in the
evolution of the Palestinian Question. The majority of candidates attempting this question showed a good grasp
of the facts relating to the Palestinian Question, but a number of essays were somewhat weak in connecting the
Cold War superpowers to the subject.

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (a) was the more popular choice by
far. It was based on Napoleon I’s Milan decree of 1807. The majority of candidates were able to write a brief
description of events leading to the decree, and the objectives behind it (i). A good number of answers showed
good factual knowledge of the Continental System (ii). A number of candidates drew on their knowledge of early
British Malta in question (iii), concerning the reference to English colonies. Questions (iv) and (v) concerned
respectively the significance of these measures in the context of the Anglo-French conflict, and their
effectiveness. The majority of candidates answered these questions quite confidently.

Question 3 (b) was based on an extract from the Memoirs of Viscount Grey, with reference to 1912. It tested
knowledge of the later phase of the Eastern Question and the Ottoman Empire. Candidates answered (i), on the
British role in Ottoman affairs to 1912, reasonably well. The majority of respondents showed a good grasp of the
facts in explaining the reference to the Treaty of Berlin (ii). A number of candidates had some difficulty in
answering the second part of question (iii), referring to the author’s characterization of the Sultan Abdul Hamid.
The phrases selected in (iv) were explained relatively well by several candidates. Some candidates were unable
to explain well the reference to Germany (v).

Chairperson Examiners’
Panel 2017


