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Directions to Candidates
By Monday 12th August 2019, candidates must hand in their Portfolio, Personal Study and Visual
Journal at the MATSEC Support Unit, University of Malta, Msida, or the Examinations
Department, Victoria, Gozo.
In the case of candidates who will not be sitting for the examination for the first time:

The coursework mark obtained previously – up to a maximum of five years from the
candidate’s first sit of the examination – may be carried forward to the 2019 Second
Session upon request. The coursework mark that can be carried forward does not include
that of the Thematic Project. Such a request may be made by sending an e-mail to
matsec@um.edu.mt.

Candidates who sat for the examination during the 2019 First Session have their
coursework mark automatically carried forward to the 2019 Second Session unless a
request stating otherwise is received from the candidate. The coursework mark that can be
carried forward does not include that of the Thematic Project.

New inserts (the total of which should not exceed the number stipulated in the syllabus)
may be added to the coursework submitted during the 2019 First Session by Monday
12th August 2019.

A new coursework altogether may be submitted by Monday 12th August 2019.
All new inserts should be marked clearly with the words ‘2019 Second Session’ and should be
submitted to the MATSEC Support Unit, University of Malta, Msida, or the Examinations
Department, Victoria, Gozo, by Monday 12th August 2019 as instructed in the timetable online.
***
Candidates are to take their Thematic Project Work with them when sitting for Paper 1
Extended Thematic Project to be used for reference purposes only. The folder with the
Thematic Project Work must be handed in at the end of the Advanced Art Paper 1
(Extended Thematic Project) examination session.
The candidate’s name, signature, photograph/s, self-portrait/s or any material that might
disclose their identity must not feature in any part of what is submitted for assessment
(including on the folder itself).
Each part of the folder must be separated from the other sections and must be clearly
distinguished by being marked accordingly, that is:





PORTFOLIO
PERSONAL STUDY
VISUAL JOURNAL
THEMATIC PROJECT WORK

The number and title of the starting point chosen for the Thematic Project Work are to
be clearly written.
All submitted sheets are to be duly numbered and a ‘List of Contents’ indicating all the works
must be included in the folder.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rights on the examination questions in all examination papers set by the said Board.
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Work in progress can be discussed with the tutor/s but it has to be developed in a personal
way. The work should be entirely the candidate’s.
The candidates may submit work in any medium. However, media such as hypodermic needles,
syringes, broken glass, barbed wire, raw plaster, unfired clay, fresh organic matter, razor
blades and any media that might constitute a potential hazard are not permissible and must
not be included.
Heavy or decorative mounting, boards thicker than 3 mm, frames and canvas stretchers must
not be included in the folder, while excessive mounting is not recommended.
Folders not adhering strictly to the rules and regulations indicated in the syllabus will not be
accepted or assessed. The syllabus can be accessed through the following link:
http://www.um.edu.mt/matsec/syllabi
The Coursework shall remain the property of the MATSEC Examinations Board, but may be
returned to the candidates at the discretion of the Board. Should the Coursework, including the
Thematic Project Work, be returned to the candidates, it is only done so on the date/s
stipulated by the MATSEC Support Unit (during the week starting Monday 28th October 2019
between 8.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon, and 2.00 p.m and 4.00 p.m.). It is therefore suggested
that prior to submitting their work at the MATSEC Support Unit or the Examinations
Department, Victoria, Gozo, candidates keep digital records of their work, particularly if they
wish to exhibit their work to other institutions.
Thematic Project Work
Candidates are required to choose ONE starting point from the following list:
1.

Nostalgia: a sentimental desire for the past. Create work inspired by memories of bygone
days.

2.

Panic: a personal experience caused by fright and leading to hasty measures. Renato
Guttuso’s (1912-1987) ‘Flight From Etna’ can be an inspiration.

3.

Carpets: The carpet can be that of Aladdin; it can also be a page from a manuscript or
even one made of multi-coloured flowers. Produce a composition which is both decorative
and chromatically intense.

4.

Maltese folklore music: inspired by the music of Charles Camilleri create a work which
transmits Maltese traditional folk music and its modern interpretation.

5.

Fishermen: produce a work which captures the frenetic activity of fishermen catching and
loading fish in their boats.

6.

The feast of Bacchus: In the month of September we assist to the harvesting of grapes
which gives way to the production of wine. From then on it is the feast of Bacchus.
Caravaggio (1571-1610) and Velazquez (1599-1660) can give you a hand.

7.

Ferro battuto: the art of producing works in wrought iron can go back to the mythological
god Vulcan. Create an abstract work inspired by the work of blacksmiths at the forge and
the anvil.

8.

The Ant and the grasshopper is one of Aesop’s most famous fables. Time is precious
and it is foolish to leave for tomorrow what you can achieve today. Create a work to
illustrate your personal reaction to this fable.

Page 2 of 3

AM04/c.19s

Emphasis should be placed on investigative research and the development and realisation of
ideas.
The Thematic Project Work must include ONE final piece as well as other preparatory studies.
The work presented must show the candidates’ focused investigation, development, critical
analysis, and realisation of the selected theme. The preparatory work may also suggest other
valid directions of investigation of the theme selected other than that leading to the final piece.
Candidates are required to communicate their understanding and thinking process through
integrated images and brief annotations.
All two-dimensional work pertaining to the Thematic Project Work (final piece, research,
preparatory studies, etc.) must be presented on FIVE A2 sheets (420 mm x 594 mm). The
works and relevant annotations can be carried out directly or pasted onto the presentation
sheets. Photographs which document large works, three-dimensional works, installations and
other works can also be included. The candidates may use their discretion as to whether to use
one or both sides of each of the said sheets. The sheets should be clearly marked and
numbered accordingly.
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