
 

  

Examiners’ Report 
SEC French 
 

Main Session 2019  

MATSEC 
Examinations Board 



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC French 

Page 1 of 7 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A. General .................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Registration for Examination .......................................................................................................................... 2 

Attendance for Examination ........................................................................................................................... 2 

Overall Performance. ...................................................................................................................................... 2 

B. Analysis of tasks set. ............................................................................................................................... 2 

Interpretation de l’Image. .............................................................................................................................. 2 

Jeu de role....................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Dictation ......................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Listening Comprehension ............................................................................................................................... 3 

Message à rédiger .......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Culture et Civilisation...................................................................................................................................... 4 

Tache à accomplir ........................................................................................................................................... 4 

Comprehension de l’écrit ............................................................................................................................... 6 

Paper 2A ...................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Paper 2B. ..................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Language exercises ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Paper 2A ...................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Paper 2B ...................................................................................................................................................... 7 

C. General Comment ................................................................................................................................... 7 

 

  



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC French 

Page 2 of 7 
 

A. General 

Registration for Examination 

 

Candidates sat for Sec French 2019: 709 candidates registered for Paper A and 302 candidates registered for 

Paper B. 

Attendance for Examination 

 

In Paper A, 9 out of 709 candidates were absent (1.26%) whereas in Paper B, 22 out of 302 candidates were 

absent (7.28%). This amounts to 3.07% of the whole cohort who registered for the examination.  

Overall Performance.  

 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 102 135 206 125 70     62 9 709 

PAPER B       46 84 68 33 49 22 302 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 102 135 206 171 154 68 33 111 31 1011 

% OF TOTAL 10.09 13.35 20.38 16.91 15.23 6.73 3.26 10.98 3.07 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for French 2019 Main Session  

B. Analysis of tasks set. 

Interpretation de l’Image.  

 

Candidates had to choose from a variety of pictures which portray familiar themes.  All situations were 

directly related to everyday life situations originating from the social and professional worldCandidates were 

asked to answer questions by describing the content of the picture, thus making use of their lexical repertoire 

and grammatical competences. In this exercise, the communicative and the linguistic aspect of the language 

were taken into consideration in the marking scheme. The overall result in this exercise has been satisfactory. 

Jeu de role. 

 

A variety of situations based on familiar themes were chosen for this task. Candidates were expected to 

show their ability to interact in a particular situation in order to either solve a problem or give a proposal. 

Knowledge and correct use of basic vocabulary is essential for this exercise. Moreover, candidates are 

expected to go a step further and use such vocabulary and grammatical competences in order to hold a 

conversation which requires more than just replying with a simple ‘oui’ or ‘non’. 
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Dictation 

For this exercise, a text was recorded and used during all the sessions.  

It was observed that there was a fair balance with regards to the level of difficulty of the tested words which 

were also distinctive in nature (nouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions etc.). 

It is important that candidates understand the whole text, even though selected items are corrected. It is 

noted that most candidates did not understand words like ‘billets’ and ‘gens’. Others have shown that they 

still struggle to write correctly simple words like ‘alors’ and ‘comme’. Other candidates found it difficult to 

distinguish between the first person singular and the third person plural as shown by the following errors:   

ces tourists jette / d’autres péfère / beaucoup de gens visite / choisiss de visiter.  Influence from other 

languages is also evident as a number of candidates wrote the word ‘septembre’ with a capital ‘s’ and the 

word ‘tourist’ instead of ‘touristes’. Many also struggled with the pronunciation of French “er” verbs in the 

infinitive and thus wrote for example “visité” instead of “visiter”. 

Listening Comprehension  

 

The listening comprehension text was based on a theme which was linked to the immediate and familiar 

social context of the candidate. This exercise was divided into three sections. Candidates were expected to 

answer ten questions each carrying 1 mark. Where possible, half marks were also given. It is observed that 

the vast majority of the candidates found the passage well within their level of understanding and thus fared 

very well since they knew how to channel the information to tasks in hand.  Section C proved to be a bit 

more challenging, since candidates had to answer open-ended questions. In fact, some words were 

misspelled and there was a number of grammatical errors. No marks were deducted however, due to such 

errors as long as these errors did not hinder completely comprehension.  

Message à rédiger 

 

Candidates were asked to write a short e-mail to their friend who is often left alone. They were to invite this 

friend over to their house and propose some activities which they could have together. Marks for this 

exercise were divided between the communicative aspect and the linguistic one. A number of candidates 

did not write an e-mail. Thus, the format of an e-mail was left out. Furthermore, many candidates still 

addressed their friend using vous (vous vouvez venir / s’il vous plait. 

Unfortunately, there are some candidates who, in order to complete their message or to manage to reach 

the required word limit, copy phrases from the title. They simply rehashed the words from the title, showing 

they have very limited vocabulary. Some of them did not even change the “vous” form present in the title 

and the verbs. The title clearly indicated that candidates were requested to mention some of the activities 

that they will be doing during the evening. Certain candidates with limited vocab only mentioned one activity 

like for e.g.: “regarder la télé.” As opposed to others who were able to elaborate a bit more and go beyond 

watching TV.   

It is disappointing to observe that a number of candidates did not understand the meaning of “une soirée 

chez vous” and proceeded to describe an evening out at a party / cinema / restaurant etc. Others did not 

realise that soirée is in the evening and talked about spending the morning with their friends. A considerable 
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amount of candidates thought that the term “soirée” in French is some special event in the evening like a 

ball / concert / party organised by the school etc. 

Unfortunately, many messages showed lack of planning.  Many candidates did not close their email (Bises / 

Bisous…) and sign their name, leaving it unfinished.  Agreement of adjectives such as the use of ‘cher/chere’, 

agreement of possessive adjectives such as ‘mon maison’/’mon fete’/’ses ami’ as well as the sentence 

structure such as ‘je suis écrire’/j’écrive toi’ leave much to be desired.  Furthermore, quite a number of 

candidates still struggled to correctly use dates/time/days of the week in order to set up the event as 

requested in the title given for this exercise.  

Culture et Civilisation 

 

Many candidates managed to perform really well in the culture exercises. All the exercises were appropriate, 

focusing on various aspects of the French culture and civilization. On the whole, candidates performed better 

in the first two exercises as opposed to the third exercise which required that candidates have a sound 

knowledge of expressions which are linked with seasons/colours.  

Tache à accomplir 

 

Candidate could choose one title out of the two given. Both paper 2A and 2B had the same titles with 

additional points as a help for candidates who opted to sit for paper 2B. The two titles were distinctive in 

nature – tache no.1 entailed recalling a past event based on the experience of a student exchange and its 

promotion; tache no.2 presented a situation where candidates were requested to write an e-mail to their 

friend in order to help him/her deal with a particular difficulty and hopefully offering a solution. Marks were 

given on two different levels: the communicative aspect which had a weighting of 6 marks and the linguistic 

aspect which had a weighting of 9 marks.  

It is very disappointing to observe that a small number of candidates who sat for Paper 2B did not attempt 

this exercise. A few others barely wrote a number of sentences which were completely out of point.  

The most popular option was Tâche no.1. For this task, some candidates omitted mentioning basic 

information about the exchange e.g. Where? (France/Paris…) When? (en juin…) How long? (une semaine/un 

mois…)  Some failed to conclude with at least one sentence encouraging other fellow candidates to apply for 

next year’s exchange. Other candidates invariably just copied the sentence from the title (pour essayer 

d’encourager d’autres élèves à participer à l’échange de l’année prochaine). Some missed the point that the 

title was about an exchange with French candidates in France and mentioned going to Italy.  Others simply 

related a normal vacation they have spent abroad and the exciting time they spent 

swimming/shopping/Eurodisney etc. without any reference to exchange/students/school/language etc.  

Only a few mentioned in detail ideas linked to exchanges: j’ai pratiqué la langue/je me suis fait de nouveaux 

amis français/j’ai suivi des cours dans le collège Victor Hugo en France/nous avons élaboré un projet que 

nous avons présenté aux élèves français/À Paris, j’ai habité chez la famille Dupont.   

It is observed that candidates who sit for Paper 2B still find it very difficult to reach the required amount of 

words (150-200 words). In fact, some candidates tried to do so by writing a whole paragraph giving a long 

list of many Parisian monuments or talking about their subjects at school. It is evident that due to their 
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limited knowledge of vocabulary and incorrect use of grammar, candidates have found it hard to express 

themselves and thus convey the message in their writing task. 

On the other hand, a number of candidates sitting for Paper 2A fared well in this exercise. They have 

managed to express very good ideas through the right use of grammatical aspects and sentence 

construction. However, some common grammatical mistakes could be found in both Paper 2A and 2B. 

Most common grammatical mistakes include the wrong use of expression of quantities such as ‘beaucoup 

des’, agreements of adjectives and articles such as ‘ma ecole’/ ‘mon amis’/‘du billets’. A good number of 

candidates still struggle to use verbs appropriately. Sentences such as ‘le dejeuner et le diner est buffet’/ 

‘moi et ma copains aimé le France’/tu parler est tu frere/ are just a few examples which clearly show that 

candidates have yet difficulties to remember that the main verb of the sentence must agree with the subject. 

Furthermore, the use of the Passé Composé is notably a struggle for candidates as shown by the following 

examples (J’ai allé à Paris / Je suis participé à un échange/ nous mangé dans l’hotel…) 

For those opting for Tâche no.2, it is observed that candidates struggle to come up with a short, concise 

subject (objet) for their email.  Some simply copied the last sentence from the title (la meilleure solution à 

cette situation).  One could notice that many candidates opting for tâche 2 chose to write advices focusing 

on how to handle stress in general without tackling the main problem mentioned in the title i.e. the brother 

playing the piano and the noise level in the house.  However, there were some who wrote some good advice 

e.g. Viens chez moi et nous étudierons ensemble, tu peux étudier à la bibliothèque de ton village/chez tes 

grands-parents… 

As happened in the case of the Message, a number of candidates still present their writing task in a whole 

chunk of ideas which are, more often than not, disconnected. It is clear that candidates rarely use connectors 

other than ‘et’ and ‘mais’, whereas if candidates could make use of a variety of connectors, their work would 

surely be much better and the whole structure of their writing task would improve.  

Candidates should be reminded of the importance of planning their writing in both Tâche and Message. In 

some instances, work was presented in a disordered, jumbled manner with pieces and information scattered 

all over the paper and marked with an asterisk or chunks of paragraphs crossed out.  In other cases, 

paragraphing was non-existent with a considerable amount of candidates presenting their work in one whole 

paragraph with no defined introduction or conclusion. Thus it is clear that some candidates still struggle to 

organise their work, thoughts and ideas.  It was also evident that candidates are still very much unfamiliar 

with the format of an article and definitely need to be better trained for such task. 

On the other hand, a number of candidates showed a good proficiency of French. In this case, candidates 

gave evidence in their writing that they can master more complex sentence structures. Phrases such as/Tu 

ferais bien de…/Tu devrais…/je me suis fait de nouveaux amis français are just a few examples worth 

mentioning. Furthermore, they could use correctly sentence structures which include the correct use of the 

COD/COI, Passé Composé and Imparfait, the Conditionnel as well as the Gérondif as shown by the following 

examples:  Les profs ont beaucoup travaillé pour nous organiser cet échange…/Ils sont tous très gentils. Leur 

maison est grande avec une ambiance très français./Aujourd’hui je les envoie toujours des cartes pour 

Noël/Au début de l’échange, j’étais très anxieuse et j’avais peur mais petit à petit…/C’était une expérience 

éducative et culturelle inoubliable/…assis sur la terrasse d’un café parisien en mangeant des croissants et 
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observant les Parisiens.  Fortunately, there were a few candidates who  made use of ‘conjonctions’ such as 

tout d’abord, en plus, pourtant, cependant etc.  

Unfortunately, there were a number of candidates who tried to copy from title or from the comprehension 

de l’écrit, in which case no marks were given to the candidates. Some candidates’ writing tasks were 

influenced by the Italian language as shown by the various words or whole sentences written or borrowed 

from said language.  

Comprehension de l’écrit  

 

There was no difference between the reading comprehension text set for Paper 2A and Paper 2B. Questions 

were adapted for both papers in order to offer a different level to the candidates. The text which was about 

a project which Boyan Slat set out to do in order to get rid of plastic which is causing a huge environmental 

problem in the ocean, was understood by the majority of the candidates for both papers. It is observed that 

this topic was reasonable and well within candidates’ language competency. Questions set tested a varied 

of skills: skimming, vocabulary, inference etc. allowing markers to get a clear picture of candidates’ reading 

abilities.   

Paper 2A 

 

On the whole candidates fared well in this exercise. A number of candidates found it hard to find the 

equivalence for Q1. F and G. Others have misunderstood Q5. Markers were pleased to point out very 

interesting titles given by the candidates for question no12. ‘Le plastique: un problème gigantesque’/ 

‘L’océan est en danger’/’ Nous pouvons sauver la planète!’/ ’Le gros problème de notre siècle !’ are just a 

few examples worth mentioning. 

Paper 2B. 

 

The majority of the candidates performed quite well in this exercise. The fact that candidates did not have a 

question where they had to explain a statement/quote from the text, in their own words, made the text 

more relevant to the level of difficulty for this paper. Quite a number of candidates struggled where there 

they had to provide other words in French for a given word Q.3 (à quoi renvoie ). It is observed that a number 

of candidates found difficulty to answer correctly Q.4 since they didn’t notice that the question was referring 

to an action which was taken before actually the project was launched. Most candidates found Q.8 more 

challenging. Candidates found it difficult to justify the reason why ‘plastique’ is menacing life in the ocean. 

Unfortunately, some candidates opted to copy blindly from the given text and even in copying, they 

committed spelling mistakes! Strangely enough, a number of candidates did not read the instructions well 

for Q.9 and thus, opted to tick more than one box.  Some candidates failed to provide a correct answer for 

Q.11a where they were asked to find a verb in the passé composé. It is important to point out that many 

candidates simply wrote the past participle such as ‘lancé’/’travaillé’/’declaré’/ which is unacceptable. A few 

candidates found it difficult to provide a suitable title for the text as asked in Q.12. 

Language exercises 
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For both paper 2A and 2B candidates were given two exercises which focused on a variety of grammatical 

points. The first exercise for both papers was a matching exercise. It was observed that in both Paper 2A and 

2B, the majority of candidates struggled to find the correct matching pair. Candidates seem to forget that 

behind each sentence and its corresponding, there is a grammatical point which they have to remember. 

Paper 2A 
 

Although most candidates fared well in ex 1, only a few candidates managed to obtain full marks. 

The second exercise consisted of a text where candidates had to conjugate verbs within the given tenses in 

the brackets or choose the correct option out of the three given. It was observed that a number of candidates 

had difficulties in this exercise. It is evident that candidates confused the tenses (especially the future simple 

of ‘devenir’). Others still struggle to distinguish between the use of ‘qui’ and ‘que’. Despite the fact that the 

majority of the candidates understood the passage, a number of candidates performed poorly in this section.  

Paper 2B 
 

Although the first exercise of Section C proved to be within reasonable reach of the majority of the 

candidates, it seems that this exercise is still posing a problem to Paper 2B candidates. It is very disappointing 

to note that some candidates did not manage to gain any marks in this exercise.  

The second exercise consisted of a text where candidates had to choose the correct option from three given. 

The text focused on a variety of linguistic themes such as the use of the correct tenses, prepositions, 

pronouns as well as adjectives. It is clear that a number of candidates are not confident enough to use 

correctly the imparfait as shown by the fact that quite a good number chose ‘je dormait’ instead of ‘je 

dormais’. Others still do not distinguish between ‘derniere’ and ‘derriere’.  

C. General Comment 
 

The content and presentation of the exercises for the 2019 French SEC examination seemed well suited and 

graded for candidates. Tasks were suited for candidates’ different abilities catering for different levels. In 

certain areas such as the oral and the reading comprehension there has been a general improvement. 

However, in other areas notably in the message, tâche and the language exercise, there is still room for 

improvement from candidates.  It is disappointing to point out the rather poor performance of a number of 

candidates in the exercise d’association (Section C – Paper 2A/2B) where such an exercise has become a 

standard one, year in year out. Higher-order skills and writing skills are still disappointingly lacking in 

candidates. More practice is definitely needed as regards to writing skills. Candidates should be trained to 

develop a theme in a creative way, by using adequate grammar and adequate sequence of thought.  

Although one is glad to register a general improvement in a number of areas, it is highly recommended that 

candidates should dedicate time to read in French. Thus, they will have the opportunity to improve their 

repertoire of vocabulary, the chance to familiarize themselves with texts which are not only well-structured 

and coherent, but also demonstrate the proper use of a variety of linguistic aspects. 

Chairperson 

Examination panel 2019 


