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The table below illustrates the results obtained by the candidates who sat for the Intermediate Spanish Exam 

for the Special September Session 2020. It also represents last year’s number and percentage of candidates 

as well as their grade.   

  

Grade A B C D E F Absent Total 

No. of candidates 

sitting for exam in 2020 
4 4 7 3 1 6 11 36 

% of candidates sitting 

for exam in 2020 
11.1 11.1 19.4 8.3 2.8 16.7 30.6 100 

No. of candidates 

sitting for exam in 2019 
6 2 4 1 0 1 4 18 

% of candidates sitting 

for exam in 2019 
33.3 11. 1 22.2 5.6 0 5.6 22.2 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Spanish Special September Session 2020 and 2019 First Session  

A. General Comments  
  

The number of candidates who sat for this year’s exam was higher than last year’s. However the Examination 

Panel noticed that out of 36, 11 candidates were absent for all the sections of the exam. Moreover, only 42% 

managed to obtain a grade between A and C.  

 

There were some candidates who failed to meet the acceptable standards of performance: answers were 

weak and/ or repetitive.  

B.  Focused Remarks  
  

Oral – Picture Interpretation and Topic Conversation  

  

No exam held due to the coronavirus pandemic in the country. 

   

Listening Comprehension   

  

No exam held due to the coronavirus pandemic in the country.  
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Essay Writing   

  

In this section, candidates were asked to produce an essay of around 250-300 words on one of the following 

four topics: (1) writing a complaint letter addressed to the city mayor; (2) the advantages and disadvantages 

of mobile phones; (3) importance of books and reading; and (4) an email to a friend who is helping in setting 

up a birthday party. The majority opted for question 2 and did fairly well in this component.   

The most recurrent mistakes made by candidates in this part of the exam were grammatical and 

orthographic mistakes, such as; misuse of double consonants ‘ff’, ‘pp’ and ‘ss’ (differentes, applicaciones, 

possible, etc.), lack of accents and/or unnecessary use of accents (mas, tambien, moviles, sera, relaciónes, 

cambío, etc.), placing un/a before otro/a, gender and number disagreement with regards to articles, nouns 

and adjectives (la idioma, un parte, mucho gente, del presencia, etc.), misuse of prepositions a, de, por and 

para, wrong verbal tenses (ha ofrecío, puede resulta, empeza, poderán, etc.), use of the Past Indicative 

instead of the Present Indicative, mistakes in pronoun – verb agreement (se siento, nosotros viven, ellos salir, 

etc.). 

In several occasions, errors were the consequence of linguistic interference from Italian e.g. non, che, ma, 

etc. Other candidates seemed to find some difficulties in expressing themselves in Spanish and used English 

words instead. In addition, some of the candidates who chose Question 4 failed to start the email adequately 

(De, para, asunto).  

The Examination Panel would like to point out that at Intermediate Level, these mistakes should be minimal, 

and candidates should be aware of such misuses.   

Overall, candidates included the necessary information to the task so that the text could be understood by 

the reader. They were able to present structured and logical texts using varied everyday vocabulary.   

Reading Comprehension and Language Use Exercises   
  

This section comprised three different exercises. In the first part (Exercise B1), candidates were given a 

reading comprehension text on ‘El descubrimiento de los restos de 14 mamuts en México’ and a series of 

questions on the text. In the second part (Exercises B2.1) they were asked to find from the text the synonyms 

of five specific words. In Exercise B2.2, they had to rewrite/paraphrase parts of five given sentences taken 

directly from the written comprehension text.   

Most of the candidates performed satisfactorily in exercise B1. Candidates showed a good understanding of 

the text and attempted almost all the questions. Overall, responses were comprehensible and adequate. 

However, in some cases it was observed that candidates had issues in answering Question J. 

In the case of Exercises B2.1 and B2.2, performance was not as good. Only one candidate managed to answer 

all statements correctly and obtained 15 out of 15. Even though some of the candidates struggled with 

antonyms, Exercise B.2.2 seemed to be the most challenging part of this section. No marks were attributed 

to candidates who failed to change the wording of the original sentence.   
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Literary Texts and Cultural Themes    

  

In this part of the exam, candidates were asked to produce an essay of around 200-250 words while 

answering a question from the literature or the culture section. Candidates were given pairs of questions on 

Federico García Lorca’s La casa de Bernarda Alba, Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer’s Rimas and Isabel Allende’s La 

casa de los espíritus. Those who preferred to write on a cultural topic, could choose between two themes: 

(1) Spanish fine arts; (2) contemporary problematic aspects in Spain.   

The majority of the candidates chose questions C.1.1 (A) and (B) about La casa de Bernarda Alba. The rest of 

the candidates opted for the culture questions C.2. (1) and (2). While some of the candidates wrote well-

structured texts and revealed knowledge and analytical ability, most of the essays contained grammatical, 

orthographic and accentuation mistakes. Some of the mistakes made by candidates were: noun + adjective 

disagreement, wrong conjugation of verbs and interference from the Maltese, English and Italian language. 

Many candidates also failed to include quotes in their literature essays to sustain their argument. At 

instances, in their cultural essays, some candidates treated partial aspects of the subject. 

 

Chairperson  

Examination Panel 2020     

  

 


