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Sec Environmental Studies 
May 2008 Session 

Examiner’s Report 
 

1.0  Statistical Information 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Environmental Studies     
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL  
PAPER A 88 223 332 372 254     168 11 1448 
PAPER B       135 233 238 191 197 66 1060 
TOTAL 88 223 332 507 487 238 191 365 77 2508 
% OF TOTAL 3.51 8.89 13.24 20.22 19.42 9.49 7.62 14.55 3.07 100 

 
                  
2.0 General Comments 
 
2.1 The number of candidates sitting for the Environmental Studies Examination was 2508. Of these 
1448 candidates chose to tackle Paper IIA while 1060 chose Paper IIB. 
 
2.2 Many candidates taking the Paper IIA option were well prepared and only 168 (11.6%) were 
unsuccessful. However, many candidates attempting Paper IIB were rather weak and were not really 
prepared for the examination. Indeed only 368 (34.7%) managed to get a pass at Grade 4 or 5 level. 
Overall 1637 (65.3%) candidates managed to get a pass at Grade 5 level or over. The number of 
candidates who were awarded Grade 7 or over was 2066 (82.4%). 
 
2.3 In Paper 2 (both IIA and II B) some candidates only answered three questions from the whole paper 
or one question from each section. This betrays the fact that they did not read the instructions carefully 
and perhaps lacked prior guidance from teachers. 
 
2.4 Most of these candidates chose to answer in Maltese.   
 
2.5 Some candidates failed to express themselves properly in extended writing and so their work lacked 
charity and sequential logic. They displayed poor creative writing skills and a poor mastery of 
vocabulary and conceptual understanding. Sentence construction was at times poor. 
 
2.6 A few candidates tended to reproduce by heart previously prepared material on a given topic 
irrespective of what they were asked for in the question. Thus their answers were partly out of point and 
they received low marks.  
 
2.7 Some candidates adopted a common sense approach in answering questions and lacked the 
vocabulary and scientific jargon required to address social and cultural issues in the study of the 
environment. Some answers gave the impression of an ‘everything goes’ mentality. This calls for more 
sustained efforts in the teaching and learning process to create opportunities for students to become 
familiar with the scientific jargon of the discipline and to acquire reflective and investigative skills in the 
discussion of environmental issues. 
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2.8 Many candidates seem to know what the concepts are and their definitions were mostly to the point.  
However, a large number of candidates fail to apply these concepts in real life situations.  Their 
knowledge is still embedded in theory and is not wedded to practice. This is also an indication that 
teaching of the subject is often limited to content and knowledge.  Emphasis on skills and attitudes is 
rather lacking.  
 
2.9 Though questions in Paper One are expected to draw short answers, simplistic and artificial answers 
are to be discouraged. In fact many answers provided consisted of one or two words, vaguely providing 
a valid response. On the other hand, there were some cases where the opposite extreme occurred, a 
rather long paragraph for a question which carried just one mark 
 
2.10 The calligraphy of some candidates left much to be desired and made texts very difficult to mark 
and assess.  
 
2.11 Some of the candidates failed to hand in their project thus losing 15% of the total marks.  
 
3.0 Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Question 1 

a. Although a number of candidates gave the correct definition for weather hazards, many 
mistakenly confused this with natural disasters and consequently gave wrong examples such as 
earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis. 

b. Only a few candidates provided a proper definition for mid-latitude cyclones. Most of the 
candidates defined this as a tropical cyclone.   

c. The great majority of candidates provided the right answer to this question and this shows that 
they are knowledgeable of different kinds of rainfall.  Nevertheless, some candidates mistakenly 
confused this with relief rainfall which occurs in mountainous areas and which has nothing to do 
with convectional rainfall. 

 
Question 2 

a. A good majority of the candidates found this question difficult. They showed lack of 
understanding of the term ‘biogenically sedimentary rocks’.  Most answers contained insufficient 
details e.g. a type of rock which was formed below sea level such as the Maltese Islands, thus, 
leaving out a very important component i.e. that it contains remains of marine organisms which 
have been accumulated and compacted in the rock.   

b. Generally the candidates gave a proper description of plate tectonics i.e. the theory which 
explains the movement of plates which give way to various tectonic activities such as mountain 
building, earthquakes and volcanoes.   

c. In this part of the question some candidates wrongly referred to climatic changes as the weather. 
However, there were a good number of correct references to the topic which included the three 
types of weathering. 
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Question 3 
There were some candidates who provided a good definition of two features of a river basin which 
included waterfalls, gorges, meanders, flood plain, alluvial soil, etc.  However, from the poor, incorrect 
or blank answers it was evident that most candidates found it difficult to give a definition of two features 
of a river basin.   
 
Question 4 

a. Many provided a satisfactory answer by simply referring to the fact that very low rainfall 
between the period March – September makes it very difficult for the Maltese flora and fauna to 
resist such drought. 

b. In this part of the question many candidates did not know the meaning of adaptation of plants to 
resist such conditions. Some even thought that adaptation referred to agrarian changes made by 
the human hand, such as irrigation or organic farming. There were some who only provided one 
word answers e.g. xewk, għeruq, cactus, xama’, basla.  This trend by candidates to answer in this 
way should be discouraged by all educators who should train their students to explain things 
clearly, with enough sentences to cover all the point/s. 

 
Question 5 

a. Candidates found little difficulty in defining a volcano and most of them provided a good 
description of a volcano: a mountain through which hot molten rock known as lava flows out of 
the earth’s core over the earth’s surface. 

b. A good number of candidates were not able to cite two examples of volcanoes located in the 
Mediterranean basin.  Some ignored the region and mentioned other volcanoes in other parts of 
the world.  In many cases, there were references to the devastated town of ‘Pompei’ but failed to 
mention ‘Vesuvius’.  Others made reference to an inexistent volcano in Gozo. 

 
Question 6 
Most candidates provided a satisfactory answer and briefly described three local human activities that 
are leading to the loss of biodiversity.  However, some candidates ignored the qualifying word ‘local’ 
and provided examples from abroad. Others provided some examples which are practically similar, for 
example naming pollution and then referring to the intensity of traffic in the countryside. Some 
candidates simply listed three examples without even describing the activity and consequently they did 
not score full marks.   
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Question 7 

a. In this first part of the question, candidates needed to refer to the higher intensity of the sun’s 
rays in the Southern Europe as compared with that in Northern Europe.  Many incorrectly 
mentioned that in the summer season, in Southern Europe there are longer hours of daylight than 
in the Northern part.  Some referred correctly to the Earth’s inclination as a factor of insulation; 
others mentioned, again correctly, the proximity to the Equator as a factor, whilst others 
mistakenly referred to the Equator as the ‘centre of the Earth.’ 

b. In this second part of the question, where candidates needed to mention two ways in which solar 
energy can be captured and used, some candidates mentioned natural ways in which this could be 
done. They mentioned ‘photosynthesis’, which the examiners considered as correct (since the 
question did not specify the ‘ways’).  The great majority mentioned solar panels but then put 
down ‘solar heaters’ as the second example, an answer too vague to be considered different from 
the other example provided. 

 
Question 8 
Most candidates suggested detailed ways how the Red Palm Weevil can be controlled and so most 
candidates scored full marks in this question.  This shows that they are aware of a current problem being 
faced by this specie across the Mediterranean Basin.  Many showed very good knowledge in 
distinguishing chemical measures of control and biological ones, especially with the provision of a 
predator. 
 
Question 9 
Answers to this question varied a lot.  Many candidates provided historical descriptive write-ups, mainly 
referring to the economic and social impact of colonialism.  Some answers, instead of providing a 
historical overview, focused on a specific historical time, as for example, the input by the Knights of St 
John or some relevant event during the Second World War.  A minority focused on the input of 
foreigners arriving in Malta in the field of agriculture, mentioning such examples such as the 
introduction of the olive tree, cotton, potatoes, and vine trees. All in all, these varied responses were 
basically correct.  
 
Question 10 
Answers were varied with candidates providing responses which varied from the use of the fishing rod 
to trawling methods, from the ‘parit’ to the ‘lampara’.  Some were even so cynical as to mention the 
illegal use of explosives as a local method of fishing. Then, some vaguely explained the use of the 
‘luzzu’ as a fishing method, others confused ‘reed traps’ with ‘fishing nets’. Many candidates described 
the ‘kannizzata’ method correctly but some, though providing the description, were not able to name the 
mentioned method.  There were also many candidates who linked the method with the incorrect specific 
fish caught by that method. For example, many mentioned trawling as a method by which ‘lampuki’ are 
supposed to be caught or that swordfish can be caught by the ‘kannizzati’.  Some even incorrectly 
thought that the ‘kannizzati’ method involved the use of a bait on fishing lines. 
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Question 11 
Most candidates mentioned the decline of the train and the tram and that public service buses provided 
cheaper tickets making it possible for greater internal travel, outflow of people from the harbour area 
and the development of villages. Few noted the economic aspects such as the creation of new job 
opportunities and effects on life style. 
 
Question 12 
Most candidates correctly identified three measures that were taken by the British authorities to protect 
the people from infectious diseases such as plague and cholera. Most of those who got this question 
wrong mentioned the boiling of milk which had to do with undulant fever.  Some candidates mixed up 
the 19th century with the time of the Order of St. John. Quite a few mentioned the enforcement of 
quarantine laws and the extension of the Lazaretto but only a few indicated measures taken to extend the 
sewage system or to increase fresh water supply. 
 
Question 13 
Many candidates failed to mention the tram introduced in 1890. Most of the candidates mentioned the 
train in 1883 and the bus in 1905. However, there were some candidates who thought that the tram 
preceded the train. It was obvious that some candidates resorted to guess work. 
 
Question 14 
This question was generally well answered though there were candidates who were not so sure about the 
use of the ‘ghorfa’ and the ‘bitha’. Others added the ‘bir’, ‘stalla’, ‘mandra’ and ‘barumbara’. Some 
candidates who wrote in English failed to identify the name of the section of the farmhouse they were 
referring to. 
 
Question 15 
Candidates had mixed results in answering this question. In the first part dealing with George Cornwall 
Lewis, answers were often vague and many wrongly attributed to him the introduction of compulsory 
education. Many candidates knew that Paolo Pullicino was a Maltese Inspector but failed to mention his 
work in the primary schools. A rather high number of candidates mentioned that Keenan proposed a 
gradual substitution of Italian with English as a medium of instruction in schools. Some candidates even 
attributed to Keenan the introduction of the school obligatory age until the age of sixteen years. 
  
Question 16 

a. Candidates invariably wrote that Guze Aquilina was a Maltese author. Only a few however, 
referred to his dictionaries and the general impression given was that very few knew anything 
about his career and output.  

b. Only few candidates stated that Francis Ebejer was a playwright. Some referred to his stories that 
are included in their Maltese Literature textbooks. Practically none mentioned any of his Maltese 
plays.  

c. Candidates invariably wrote that Oliver Friggieri is a novelist and a poet and referred to literature 
included in their Maltese Literature textbooks. 
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Question 17 
a. Candidates who chose to write about L-Imnarja generally referred to the feasting at Buskett, the 

‘fenkata’ and the traditional ‘ghana’. Very few referred to the date of the occasion and its 
significance. 

b. Only a few opted to write about San Girgor il-Kbir and those who did, generally mentioned the 
feasting at Marsaxlokk. Candidates generally failed to indicate the origin of this tradition and its 
religious aspect.  

c. Candidates often gave an outline description of the marriage ceremony leaving the examiners 
unable to decipher whether they were referring to a traditional or a modern marriage ceremony. 
Others simply wrote about what happened before the feast. Moreover there were candidates who 
ignored the question, and instead wrote a paragraph about Maltese traditions including the 
regatta. 

 
Question 18  
Answers to the first part of this question revealed that some candidates found it difficult to explain social 
norms. Their answers included “unwritten laws, old laws, laws that one has to obey”. Furthermore many 
candidates could not give good reasons why many such norms are declining in contemporary Maltese 
society. Only a few found fault with mass media and tourism. 
 
Question 19 
Very few candidates got all the question right. Though most candidates put Baroque correctly, many 
could not place Neo-Classical and Non-Gothic in the right sequence. 
 
Question 20 
Many candidates failed to distinguish a medieval building in Mdina. The vast majority of candidates 
managed to mention a building of the time of the Order in Valletta but failed to indicate the Anglican St. 
Paul’s Cathedral as a British Cathedral in Valletta. 
 
Question 21  
The first two parts of the question were generally well answered though few explained that residential 
areas include towns and villages and that industrial zones include industrial estates. Part c was weakly 
answered indicating that candidates have hazy ideas about the full implications and the extent of 
pollution. 
 
Question 22  
The majority of candidates gave a correct answer together with the relevant illustrative examples.  
However, some candidates tended to confuse ‘primary’, ‘secondary’ and ‘tertiary’ sectors of the 
economy with centralised, market and mixed economies. 
 
Question 23  
This question was meant to drive home the holistic idea of the environment.  Candidates seem to have a 
very narrow idea of the environment focused on the natural or physical aspect. In spite of the direction 
suggested by the question, candidates gave a limited understanding of the shopping environment. They 
generally referred to a wider choice of commodities, time saving, availability of fresh foods, less waiting 
time, and reduced prices.  Very few wrote about the social aspects of the shopping environment, mainly 
the opportunity for social interaction. 
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Question 24  
The first part of the question was answered correctly by relatively all candidates.  However, only the 
exceptional few are aware of the Occupational Health and Safety Authority (OHSA) set up by Maltese 
Parliament in 2000 to safeguard the health and safety of workers in Malta. 
 
Question 25  
Many candidates understood the phrase ‘global environment’ in terms of global warming and did not go 
beyond it to include the economic, cultural and political dimensions as expected by the question.  Very 
few were able to comment on the creation of the global environment as a consequence of globalisation 
in all its aspects.  Many candidates had only a popular notion of what mass media is and were more 
concerned with advertising and TV drama/talk shows than international affairs and the globalisation of 
content. 
 
Question 26  

a. Though candidates have a general idea of what government is supposed to be, few could give a 
brief and concise definition indicating that it’s the state’s authority invested with legislative, 
administrative and judicial powers as defined by the constitution. For many candidates 
government exists simply to lead. 

b. Candidates showed they know that political parties are partisan organizations. Few, however, 
could explain their different political ideologies/agendas and activities and that they contest 
elections to gain a majority in parliament and consequently power. Very few could explain this 
within a democratic environment.  

c. Many candidates hastily described local councils as local authorities fulfilling the work of 
national government in a locality. Few candidates dwelt further on this matter. 

 
Question 27  
The majority of respondents could identify Independence Day, Republic Day, Freedom Day and Malta’s 
accession to the European Union as key constitutional landmarks for Malta, and could generally give 
their political and constitutional significance though there were some candidates who gave the wrong 
information when explaining their importance. 
 
Question 28  
For the great majority of candidates, local councils are there to maintain the natural environment around 
the locality. The social, educational and cultural roles were mentioned by few candidates. 
 
Question 29  
Many candidates failed to distinguish between rights and duties.  The two parts of this question were 
complementary, so that rights mentioned had to be complemented by their corresponding duties, e.g. the 
right to one’s privacy to correspond to the duty to respect others’ privacy.  In the majority of answers 
this was not the case, with answers completely unconnected with the first part of the answer. However, 
as long as answers made sense, candidates were not penalised, even though regrettably, answers were 
too simplistic.  
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Question 30  
Many candidates were aware that the social environment implies relations/interactions between 
individuals in a community, but very few could give examples to show the link between the law and the 
social environment. Many were really vague or simply mentioned infringements of the Civil Law – eg. 
vandalism. 
 
4.0   Comments regarding Paper 2A 
 
Question 1 
This question was a very common choice with candidates. Most candidates were able to mention that 
climate change is the variation in the Earth's global climate or in regional climates over time. Candidates 
also mentioned that these changes can be caused by dynamic processes on Earth and by human 
activities. The majority commented on the greenhouse effect. However a good percentage of candidates 
are still confused between the greenhouse effect, global warming and ozone depletion. Few candidates 
provided the actual chemistry of global warming demonstrating a good grasp of the scientific concepts 
involved. Only few candidates explained other factors that affect climate change such as asteroid 
impacts or volcanic eruptions.  
The most common effect on people mentioned was a rise in global sea levels. Few candidates mentioned 
other effects such as a change in vegetation zones and a change in precipitation patterns and impacts on 
agriculture. Practically no candidates mentioned the increase in disease levels (tropical diseases move 
towards colder areas) and very few mentioned the ecosystem changes.  
 
Question 2 
Few candidates attempted this question. Answers were generally valid and most candidates discussed a 
number of developments including World War Two, the British Naval Base and the opening of the Suez 
Canal that benefited Malta's economy greatly through a massive increase in shipping which entered port. 
However some candidates did not fare well in this question and just wrote a few lines.   
Some candidates went into focused detail with regards to the last fifty years. They managed to mention 
that under its 1964 constitution, Malta initially retained Queen Elizabeth II as Queen of Malta, with a 
Governor-General exercising executive authority on her behalf. Candidates also discussed the 
importance of December 13, 1974 (Republic Day), and March 31, 1979 (Freedom Day) when the British 
military forces were withdrawn. Some candidates mentioned that after independence, Malta followed a 
policy of close cooperation with the United Kingdom and other NATO countries. Candidates also 
discussed European Union membership and its effect in creating a more open economy and providing 
new opportunities for Maltese citizens, whilst also participating in the development of Europe in the 
twenty-first century. A small number of candidates discussed the importance of Malta as an active 
player in the EuroMed process which focuses on the political, economic and social integration of the 
Mediterranean peoples.  
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Question 3 
a. Most candidates answered this part of the question well. There were some exceptionally good answers 
where candidates gave a comprehensive appraisal of the historical city chosen. There were some 
candidates who, however, omitted some important historical developments and cultural features in their 
answers. 
b. Nearly all candidates faired well in this part of the question. Some candidates, however, gave shallow, 
vague and generic examples of preservation and restoration works carried out namely the prohibition of 
non-residential cars in Mdina, the cleaning of the city, the restoration of the city walls and the Cathedral. 
These candidates rarely discussed specific examples of restoration undertaken, whether by a 
Government department, NGO, the Local Council, MEPA or the Curia. 
 
Question 4 
Attainment by candidates in this question was generally normal. Although the syllabus focuses on 
different aspects of cultural history, very few candidates demonstrated the ability to transfer knowledge 
acquired from different themes in the syllabus. Many candidates included irrelevant data that rendered 
their answer partially or totally out of point. The commonest pitfall was when the discussion centred 
only on one or two points for each component of the question.  For example when discussing painting as 
an aspect of culture, candidates tended to mention Caravaggio and Preti, without giving an overview of 
the main developments in painting styles, foreign influences and prominent foreign and local artists.  
Similarly, when discussing music as aspect of culture, most candidates identified and described the 
għana but did not mention the contribution of band clubs, foreign opera companies presenting famous 
operas in the Royal Opera House, sacred and profane music composed by the Nani family, Nicolo 
Isouard, Charles Camilleri and others, the introduction of cable radio and the diffusion of contemporary 
music among the people and contemporary music festivals held throughout the year. 
 
Question 5 
Many candidates concentrated their answers on debating whether Valletta should be environmentally 
upgraded or whether it should be rehabilitated for tourism purposes.  Arguments in favour of 
rehabilitation centred on the financial aspect, tourism being a major source of income for the economy. 
These arguments centred on the upgrading of accommodation facilities at the lower end of Valletta, on 
the lack of cleanliness and on the shabby appearance of most of the City streets. Candidates mentioned 
historical buildings (mostly churches) in Valletta, the conservation works carried out and the 
commercial activity in the city as an attraction to tourists.  Some candidates mentioned the role of 
Valletta as the seat of government and legislation.  Very few referred, even superficially, to the 
regeneration plans of Valletta and the Harbour area. 
 
Question 6 
Candidates focused mostly on the role of pressure groups and on the devolution of power to local 
councils.  When dealing with political parties, candidates limited themselves to electoral campaigns and 
the right of freedom of expression and of association.  Many candidates did not comprehend the 
relationship between these political entities in terms of checks and balances.  No candidate, for example, 
suggested that this relationship prevents oligarchy or dictatorship. 
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5.0  Comments regarding Paper 2B 
 
Question 1 

a. This question was a common choice for candidates. Most of them were able to differentiate 
between weather and climate. They correctly defined weather as a short-term change in 
temperature, pressure, humidity, cloud cover, wind direction and speed in the atmosphere at a 
given place and time while climate is the general pattern of atmospheric conditions, seasonal 
variations and weather extremes in a region over a longer period.  

b. In this second part of the question, candidates only mentioned the increase of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere as a cause for climate change. Some were less specific and just mentioned 
pollution. Nearly none of the candidates explained other factors that affect climate change such 
as asteroid impacts or volcanic eruptions.  

c. The most common effect on people mentioned was a rise in global sea levels. Few candidates 
mentioned other effects such as a change in vegetation zones and impacts on agriculture. Nobody 
mentioned an increase in disease levels i.e. tropical diseases move towards colder areas, changes 
in precipitation patterns and ecosystem change.  

d. The most common answer was Carbon Dioxide. Nearly no other gases were mentioned except 
for CFC’s and Ozone.   

 
Question 2 

a. This question was a popular choice with candidates. The majority of candidates correctly 
discussed that in 1869, the opening of the Suez Canal was of great benefit to  Malta's economy as 
there was a massive increase in shipping which entered port. A few candidates mentioned that 
the Mediterranean Sea became the "world highway of trade" and a number of ships called at 
Malta for coal and various supplies on their way to the Indian Ocean and the Far East. 

b. Few candidates attempted this question. Candidates mentioned that Malta was the headquarters 
of the Mediterranean fleet and secured a seaway which was vital to British interests. They also 
mentioned that the military activity, the modernisation of the fortifications and a new water 
supply system led to a return of prosperity on the islands.  

c. Some candidates wrote about the hardships that the Maltese had to pass through during World 
War Two. Few candidates discussed the fact that the economy began to decline and by the 
1940s, Malta's economy was in a serious crisis. 
Other candidates mentioned that at the end of World War II, Malta's strategic importance had 
reached a low point due to modern air warfare technology and the invention of the atomic bomb. 

d. In answering this question a number of candidates correctly stated that a free port is a port or 
area with relaxed jurisdiction with respect to the country of location. They expained that the 
Malta free port is one of the Mediterranean’s leading ports for container transhipment thus 
leading to an increase in employment and prosperity.  

 
Question 3 
In this straightforward question candidates were asked to write separate paragaraphs about the historical 
and cultural importance of the four historical cities of Mdina, Birgu, the Gozo Citadel and Valletta.  
Although the majority of candidates attempted this question, there were a considerable number who 
gave short, shallow and at times confused information. The most common mix up of information was 
between Mdina and the Gozo Citadel. Some of the information given was only basic and rudimentary.   
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Question 4 
a. There were some good answers to this first part of the question.  However, some candidates gave 

an incomplete historical and cultural appraisal of St John’s Co-Cathedral, focusing their 
arguments on its architectural features, the paintings of Caravaggio and Preti, the floor mosiac 
and its use under the Knights.  Candidates tended to ommit developments and the use of St 
John’s under the British. 

b. Many candidates gave vague, shallow and generic answers.  A small minority identified and 
discussed some of the restoration projects undertaken, such as the restoration of the building 
itself, the refurbishing of the museum, the restoration of the Caravaggio paintings, the cleaning 
of the ceiling paintings and the awareness campaigns organised and sponsored by various 
agencies. 

 
Question 5 

a. Answers were mostly limited to “groups working for or in favour of the environment”. Some 
candidates understood the term development schemes as referring to schemes protecting the 
environment. Others interpreted them as just construction projects. 

b. A common mistake was that candidates mistook MEPA and Wasteserv for environmental 
groups. Most candidates limited their answers to explaining the functions of environmental 
groups. Many of the candidates failed to mention the international dimension of Greenpeace. 

c. Many candidates failed to elaborate well on the statement and limited themselves to arguing that 
they are justified because the environment needs protection and we need to keep our country 
clean. Others argued that we need to provide housing for people living in Malta. Most candidates 
failed to make the connection between development needs and environmental protection and so 
few argued for sustainable development. 

 
Question 6 
a. Candidates limited themselves to writing that Parliament consists of the Government, the 

Opposition and the Speaker. A substantial number of candidates misinterpreted Parliament for 
the Cabinet of Ministers. Few candidates mentioned that Parliament debates and enacts laws. No 
mention was made of parliamentary committees. 

b. Candidates did mention the right to vote and to elect a party in government and local councils. 
Some candidates, however, just wrote about the work performed by government but not by 
Parliament. 

c. Most candidates failed to write about their role as citizens today. They wrote about the citizens’ 
rights to express themselves freely and to exercise the right to vote in national and local 
elections. Many candidates also emphasised the need to observe the laws of the country. 
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6.0 Comments regarding the school-based assessment  (The Project) 

 
6.1 The moderators reviewed a good cross section of the projects in some schools. They also corrected 
the projects presented by private candidates. Generally the level of work presented was good. 
 
6.2 The coursework was corrected using the criteria of relevance and content in relation to the chosen 
title, presentation and formatting using appropriate skills, analysis of content and data according to 
logical sequence, adequate introduction or synopsis, conclusions reached, list of reference works or 
bibliography and the inclusion of a variety of sources to complement the written text such as 
illustrations, diagrams, statistical data, interviews, surveys and maps. 
 
6.3 Relevance of content was, in most cases, consistent with the title, although some projects manifested 
a noticeable discrepancy between the title name and actual content. Furthermore some projects lacked 
originality and were of a rather general nature.    
 
6.4 Projects generally had a good level of presentation and layout.  They showed an acceptable level of 
skills in research, ICT, selection of relevant content and logical analysis of data. There were some very 
interesting and original titles which show that candidates made a genuine effort to produce original 
work. Many projects were very well presented with an appropriate title, table of contents, subdivisions 
of chapters, consistency in format, pagination, a use of a variety of sources and a bibliography or an 
acknowledgement of sources at the end. However, there were others which were done rather 
haphazardly e.g. lacking table of contents, captions to pictures etc.   
 
6.5 Projects generally included material from the Internet, illustrations taken from secondary sources, 
photographs taken on site, surveys and interviews. An attempt should be made to base projects more on 
primary sources e.g. questionnaires, fieldwork, investigative material, photographs, etc.  
 
6.6 Many projects, however, lacked a proper synopsis at the beginning and conclusions reached at the 
end were in most cases very short and superficial with no real attempt to make suggestions and provide 
personal opinions. Unfortunately many candidates did not express their own ideas, suggestions and 
feelings about the issue on topic investigated. Their work was thus a collection of information with little 
or no attempt at analysis. The inclusion of a lot of photocopies of whole articles is not conducive to 
winning marks since the originality of the project suffers. Copying whole chunks from a secondary 
source should be avoided. 
 
6.7 Projects generally showed a marked improvement over previous years.  The policy of setting 
prescribed titles helped teachers and candidates to discipline and guide their research thus improving 
standards and reducing the number of stereotype projects. 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
May 2008 


