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AM Geography 
MAY 2008 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

Part 1: Statistical Information  

Table 1: Distribution of grades awarded in May 2008 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 4 10 25 18 4 3 1 65 
% of Total 6.15 15.38 38.46 27.69 6.15 4.62 1.54 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding performance  
 
General Comments 
Some candidates did not distinguish between the different sections of the questions and 
tended to amalgamate answers. Reference to case studies improved, however it is 
encouraged that candidates refer to such information when providing their answers.  
 
Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Section A: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands 
 
Question 1 related to the different zones of marine areas. Those who attempted this 
question did fairly well in the first two sub-sets questions. Most candidates could name 
the littoral zones and explain their distinctive features. The ecological significance of the 
sea grass meadows  centered around their role as breeding grounds with very few answers 
mentioning other elements like sediment stabilisation and nutrient cycling. Candidates 
lost most marks in part (c) and particularly in identifying the measures to ensure the 
survival of this marine habitat. The role of government and non-governmental agencies 
was barely mentioned as possible drivers of such measures. Most measures were 
discussed in a very generic and superficial way.  
 
Question 2 related to the sedimentary stratigraphy of the Maltese Islands This analytical 
aspect of this question was underestimated. Question a not only required a description of 
the Maltese stratigraphy but most importantly how this stratigraphy is the result of 
fluctuating sea levels. The linkages between sea level and stratigraphic formation needed 
to be described more tangibly. In Question b, candidates did not have difficulties in 
explaining two types of geological formations; however once again examples were 
generic and not discussed in detail. 
 
Question 3 related to temperature and rainfall between 1950 and 2000 for the Maltese 
Islands. This was the most chosen question in this section, indicating positive trends in 
answering analytical questions with statistical data. The description of the graph 
fluctuations were well identified although some answers were not sufficiently elaborated. 
Very few answers could strongly link the role of temperature and rainfall in the overall 
picture of climate indicators and the impacts needed to be elaborated beyond the basic 
climate change facts. 
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Section B: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands  
 
Question 4 related to energy and it was the most popular question from the whole 
examination paper. Understandably, this question covers a topic which is being heavily 
discussed locally and internationally. Students can grasp positive and negative concepts 
linked with non-renewable energy use but at this level of examination, one expects 
candidates to answer with more maturity about the challenges and commitments of the 
country in terms of future energy use. 
 
Question 5 related to tourism in Malta. Though tourism is not a very demanding topic, 
candidates who mostly gained marks were the ones who kept their discussions as relevant 
as possible to the question. The crucial part of this question was 'the ability of this service 
[tourism] to change its profile' and 'rapid changing times'. Here candidates needed to 
discuss tourism in Malta from an evolutionary point of view and how this industry was a 
cause and effect of the rapid socio-economic development of the country in the last 40 
years. Very few candidates realised the need to discuss the future challenges of this 
industry.  
 
Question 6 related to protected areas in Malta. A limited number of candidates answered 
this question, which indicates that students were not confident in answering questions 
related to a specific site. Candidates failed to realise that the two maps were given as a 
form of a support to help candidates identify the natural characteristics of the Majjistral 
area such as scree slopes, sandy beaches, valleys, watercourses etc. 
 
 
Section C: Fieldwork and Statistical Techniques 
 
Question 7 related to the nearest neighbour analysis. This questioned was answered by 
only four candidates, who gained most marks in the calculation of the nearest neighbour 
analysis but better articulated answers were needed on the relevance of the graph in 
question b.  
 
Question 8 related to the spearman rank correlation and it was the most popular choice in 
this section. Many students presented correct calculations, although a few did lose marks 
for not being able to properly present the main weaknesses of this statistical test. Students 
are not just expected to know how to work out a formula, but are also required to 
understand and discuss the validity and reliability of this test in a geographical context.  
 
Question  9  related to the  use  of  questionnaires  and  surveys. The candidates who 
attempted this question did not score high points. Some candidates needed to present 
clearer cut distinctive answers between survey and questionnaires, whereas the 
application of these data collection methods were explained in quite generic and vague 
style.  
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Comments regarding Paper 2 
 
Section A: Atmospheric Processes 
 
Question 1 related to heat transfer. The range of marks obtained by candidates who 
answered this question was very high. Candidates who obtained most marks, presented a 
good clear cut description between horizontal and vertical transfer without ever confusing 
the two mechanisms and presented very well annotated diagrams. Candidates who lost 
most marks, were those who gave very weak answers in question b. Though some of 
them realised that the question was about El Nino, few could support their explanation 
with precise facts.  
 
Question 2 related to tropical cyclones. On the whole this question was tackled 
reasonably well by most candidates. A few could not make the distinction between the 
impacts of cyclones in developed and those in developing world in terms of socio-
economic aspects of disaster preparation and hazard management . 
 
Question 3 related to sea level changes and it was not a very popular choice amongst the 
candidates. The few who answered this question struggled with clarity. Candidates had 
most difficulty in question b which required them to identify factors of short-term 
changes in sea level which ranged from meteorological and oceanographic fluctuations, 
to seiches, earthquakes, astronomical influences and seasonal water density changes.   
 
 
Section B: Geomorphology  
 
Question 4 related to mass movement and it required a straightforward explanation of the 
types of mass movement and the factors that control this process. This question was quite 
a popular choice with a number for candidates scoring good marks for it. A few 
candidates may have been confused by Figure 2 and as a consequence answered 
incorrectly question b.  
 
Question 5 related to rivers. Candidates who attempted this question showed strong 
knowledge of the cross-sectional areas and hydraulic radius. However, for question b, 
answers about channel efficiency were weak and lacked proper use of technical 
terminology. Annotated diagrams in question c were quite minimalistic and students 
found it hard to explain themselves in such medium.   
 
Question 6 related to Plate tectonics which is always a popular choice. Unfortunately, 
students thought that this question needed more focus about the actual plate tectonic 
process rather than on the theory which sought to discover the whole dynamics behind 
continental drift. Candidates therefore lost marks because they centered their explanation 
too much of the process rather than on Wegner's theory. More attention was needed to 
keep relevance to the question. 
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Section C – Biospheric Processes 
 
Question 7 required a scientific definition for the term photosynthesis. Only few 
candidates mentioned the chemical elements that are involved in the whole process 
and/or provided a formula.  Part b of question 7 was about the stages of vegetation, 
whereby  a few provided examples and proper diagrams.  The average mark scored was 
12. 
 
Question 8 related to pedology.  The average mark was 15. 
 
Question 9 related to desertification. This was the most favourite amongst the candidates.  
The average mark scored was 15. 
 
 
Comments regarding Paper 3 
 
Section A - Human Geography and the Developing World 
 
Question 1 related to population.  Candidates were asked to define the term 
overpopulation and to use examples and explain the factors which led to overpopulation.  
67 per cent of the candidates answered this question.  Overall the answers to this question 
were quite good except for cases where examples were not given. 
 
Question 2 related to Christaller’s (1933) Central Place Theory.  This question required 
candidates  to provide related diagrams and to indicate how this theory applies to Malta. 
It was evident that most candidates who answered this question studied the theory 
because most of the answers had the correct diagram.  23 per cent answered this question. 
 
Question 3 related to  climate change.  Only 9 per cent answered this question. 
 
 
Section B – Issues in Resource Management 
 
Question 4 related to resources.  73 per cent answered this question.  On the whole most 
of the candidates answered the question quite well.  
 
Question 5 on Forests.  17 per cent replied to this question.  The results for this question 
varied from 9 marks to 19 marks.  Some candidates seemed uncertain in their reply to this 
question and provided several examples of different types of timber, which was not what 
was being asked. 
 
Question 6 related to conflicts in the Mediterranean region.  9 per cent answered this 
question.  Most answers were limited to sea use and did not explore the potential of 
discussing landuse conflicts as well as political conflicts. 
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Section C – The Geography of Tourism and Recreation 
 
Question 7 related to eco-tourism.  27 per cent answered this question.  Some of the 
answers related to this question were not straight to the point. The average mark given 
was 13. 
 
Question 8 related to tourism.  72 per cent answered this question.  15 was the average 
mark awarded.   
 
Question 9 related to niche markets in tourism was not attempted by anyone. 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 
 


