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Sec Environmental Studies 
May 2009 Session 

Examiner’s Report 
 

 
1.0 Statistical Information 

 
 
The number of candidates sitting for the Environmental Studies Examination was 2314. Of these 1378 
chose to sit Paper IIA while 936 chose Paper IIB. Most candidates taking the Paper IIA option were well 
prepared and only 293 (21.3%) were unsuccessful. However, many candidates attempting Paper IIB were 
rather weak and were not really prepared for the examination. Indeed only 295 (31.5%) managed to obtain 
Grade 4 or 5. Overall 1371 (59.2% of all candidates) managed to get a pass at Grade 5 or better. 1774 
candidates (75.4% of all candidates) were awarded Grade 7 or better. 
 
1.2 Main findings and comments 
The main findings and comments of the examiners were:  

• Most candidates chose to answer in Maltese. 
• In Paper 2 (both IIA and II B) some candidates only answered three questions from the whole 

paper or one question from each section. This betrays the fact that they did not read the 
instructions carefully and perhaps lacked prior guidance from teachers. 

• Some candidates who opted for Paper IIB provided very good answers, showing that they could 
have opted for Paper IIA.  

• The handwriting of some candidates left much to be desired and made some texts very difficult to 
mark and assess. 

• Some of the candidates failed to hand in their project thus losing 15% of the total marks.  
• Some candidates interpreted the short-answer questions in Paper I as requiring one-word answers. 

This created difficulties when awarding marks to such minimal answers which cannot be 
interpreted as wrong, but do not merit the full marks in the same way as complete answers do. 
Simplistic and artificial answers are to be discouraged. On the other hand, there were some cases 
where the opposite extreme occurred; i.e. a rather long paragraph for a question which carried just 
one mark.  

• Some basic concepts such as ‘eco-tourism’, ‘social environment’, ‘human resource management’, 
‘civil and political rights’, ‘constitution’, ‘parliamentary system’ need to be better explained and 
assimilated by candidates. 

• An acceptable level of ability in describing facts and processes could be noticed. However, when 
candidates were asked to give their own suggestions and take a personal stand on environmental 
issues, they were found to be rather lacking. Candidates’ knowledge is still generally embedded in 
theory and is not wedded to practice. This is also an indication that the teaching of the subject is 
often limited to imparting content and knowledge.  

• It seems that the subject is succeeding in creating the right climate among candidates for a better 
informed environmental consciousness. The examination papers are sending the right messages of 
a holistic understanding of the environment as a relation between its natural, geographical, 
historical and social aspects. This should help the cultivation of environmental values and the 
development of positive dispositions towards the conservation and promotion of the environment 
in all its aspects. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 
PAPER 
A 69 197 281 288 241     293 9 1378 
PAPER 
B       73 223 209 163 233 35 936 
TOTAL 69 197 281 361 464 209 163 526 44 2314 
% OF 
TOTAL 2.98 8.51 12.14 15.60 20.05 9.03 7.04 22.73 1.90 100 
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• An issue of concern is that often candidates reproduce notes as given by their teachers, without 
trying to apply them to particular situations and issues. This is at times done irrespective of what 
they were asked for in the question. Thus these answers tended to be partly out of point and were 
awarded lower marks.  

• Some candidates had problems with writing good idiomatic sentences whether in Maltese or in 
English. They don’t bother about correct spelling, punctuation or grammar. They displayed poor 
creative writing skills, poor sentence construction and a poor mastery of vocabulary.  

• More sustained efforts should be made in the teaching and learning process to create opportunities 
for candidates to become familiar with the scientific terminology of the discipline and to acquire 
reflective and investigative skills in the discussion of environmental issues. 

• There were some candidates who beat around the bush and there was no real depth in their essays.  
 
2.0 Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Question 1 

a. Many candidates defined the term ‘soil’ correctly but in many cases failed to mention the most 
important element in soil formation, namely the organic component. They simply listed different 
geological erosional residues which are inert and cannot ever form into any type of soil. Some 
candidates just explained how soil forms even though this was asked in part b of the same 
question.   

b. Many candidates got this answer correct; nevertheless some of them just mentioned that it is 
formed from weathered rock without explaining what kind of weathering causes its formation.  

c. Overall, a high percentage of the candidates gave a correct answer to this question.  They knew a 
wide range of possible answers. However, some candidates were very vague and just mentioned 
clay soil or even fertile soil. 

Question 2 
Most candidates did well in answering this question where they referred to the elements of plate tectonics 
but also provided some good references to many terms related to volcanism. However, a small number 
failed to give the correct reasons for this pattern of earthquakes’ epicenters. Most of these answers 
explained very briefly what triggers an earthquake.   
 
Question 3 
The majority explained in detail the workings of food chains and webs with the important role of vegetation 
in being the primary producer. Some extended their argument on the function of photosynthesis with the 
vital exchange of oxygen with carbon dioxide. A small group of candidates mentioned only the provision of 
shelter by vegetation to different types of fauna. 
 
Question 4 

a. Most candidates generally named the phenomena as either global warming or as the greenhouse 
effect. Both were considered correct. Some others, incorrectly, mentioned the depletion of the 
ozone layer. 

b. Many correct examples of the immediate effects of global warming were provided by candidates 
with some moving to more remote negative effects, such as that on summer tourism in Malta. This 
showed that candidates had a good knowledge and understanding of this global issue and can 
easily explain its probable repercussions on the Maltese Islands.   

 
Question 5 
The vast majority of candidates found little difficulty in answering this question and explained in detail the 
formation of the Azure Window, naming the features of a headland. Many ended their description with 
correctly naming the term ‘stack’ as the next feature to form when the arch were to collapse thus showing a 
good understanding of the effects of coastal processes.   
 
Question 6  
The vast majority of candidates did very well in this question but some of them were somewhat lost on the 
disadvantages; some answers indicated sewage pollution close to R.O. Plants, which is a very remote 
possibility due to preventive measures and attention in the location and running of these plants. 
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Question 7 
Many candidates referred to the strategic position of Malta citing military and even commercial activities. 
Some even referred to piracy, rampant for much of this long period. There were also candidates who simply 
listed some of the powers which used Malta along the centuries but failed to explain the activities indulged 
in by these foreign powers. Some candidates incorrectly referred to activities after 1530. 
 
Question 8 
Many candidates tried to beat about the bush and though providing good points did not actually deal with 
the main point, which is that all development should ensure the conservation of the global and local 
environment for future generations. Only a small number of candidates fully explained this term and 
attained full marks in this question.   
Question 9 
Many candidates gave the correct answer to both parts of this question, with some of them providing a 
detailed explanation to the first part; that the Mediterranean Sea is nearly an enclosed sea with only three 
narrow openings at the Strait of Gibraltar, Suez Canal and the Strait of Dardanelles. However, some 
candidates were too simple in their answer and their answers lacked clarity at times.  
  
Question 10 
Many candidates found it difficult to give a good explanation of what takes place at a sewage treatment 
plant. They just mentioned that this is a place where sewage is treated before it is disposed into the open 
sea, failing to refer to the chemical process. Some candidates even mixed up these plants with reverse 
osmosis plants or engineered landfills. On the other hand, most candidates answered correctly the second 
part of the question where they had to give an example of a local sewage treatment plant, with a high 
amount of candidates mentioning the Sant’Antnin Waste Treatment Plant in Marsascala. 
 
Question 11 
Many candidates provided the requested three correct types, though some did not bother to put them in 
chronological order. There were however some candidates who ignored the word ‘public’ and provided 
examples of vehicles such as ‘cars’. In some cases, answers were merely synonyms e.g. vapur tal-art, 
ferrovija, train and railway. 
 
Question 12 

a. Many candidates went astray in tackling this question; a substantial number referred to illegal 
immigration in Malta. Others did not know when emigration really started and mentioned either 
the period after the Second World War or other periods from the 50’s to the 90’s.   

b. Most candidates answered correctly that Brazil was not a popular destination during the period of 
organized Maltese emigration.   

 
Question 13 
A good number of candidates failed to explain the low population which characterised Malta in the late 15th 
century and incorrectly referred to the effects of the rule of the Knights during this period.  Similarly when 
dealing with Malta’s population in 1798, some candidates, instead of referring to the impact of the Order’s 
rule, described the supposed benefits derived from the French administration in Malta in the year of their 
arrival. The best answers came from the comments over the 1964 period with many rightly focusing on the 
impacts of the British rule over Malta and the general improvement in social conditions. 
 
Question 14 
The majority of the candidates gave correct answers for the three parts of the question.   

a. Most candidates provided the expected answer namely Citta` Notabile or Vecchia. 
b. Most candidates provided a good answer, namely the importance of a site overlooking both main 

harbours from high ground. Some merely mentioned high ground and the advantage of noticing an 
approaching enemy from a vantage point. 

c. Most candidates provided the right answer regarding Birgu, re-named Vittoriosa, after its specific 
glorious victory during the Great Siege. There was however a substantial number who incorrectly 
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mentioned that Birgu was renamed after the name of a Grandmaster whilst others maintained that 
it was referring to Queen Victoria and even to Freedom Day. 

 
Question 15 
Many candidates got all three answers correct. Generally they explained how the 1836 Royal Commission 
aimed to boost education in a realistic way, the attempts by Pullicino to open more schools in the principal 
towns and villages and the recommendation by Keenan to shift the emphasis on English in Malta’s 
education system. Nevertheless, some candidates confused the proposals forwarded by the Royal 
Commission of 1836 with those forwarded by the Royal Commission of 1878 especially with regards the 
preferred languages to be taught.   
 
Question 16 
Nearly all answers to this question were correct. Many candidates could indicate an official symbol and 
name a religious lay organization, mostly mentioning the Museum or the Legion of Mary. A small number 
of candidates could not identify a historical event linked to Maltese national identity. 
 
Question 17 
Candidates displayed a broad knowledge about the three architectural monumental symbols. However, they 
generally failed to describe the significance of these ancient architectural legacies. 
 
Question 18  
Many candidates lacked knowledge and understanding of architectural styles. Only a few candidates 
managed to match the style with the heritage site indicated in the question, and there is reason to suspect 
that answers were even given haphazardly. 
 
Question 19 
Few candidates could define a troglodyte chapel. Most examples given were incorrect. Candidates 
generally had no idea why and when such chapels were built. The Paleo-Christian Byzantine context 
wherein these chapels were built in Malta was hardly ever mentioned. 
 
Question 20 
The reasons given for the relevance of restoring or renovating historical sites were, in their majority, valid, 
focusing on the sites’ characteristics of being an important element of Maltese identity and as a significant 
factor of tourism attractions. Some candidates however, tended to repeat themselves or just wrote a long-
winded sentence.  
 
Question 21  

a. Most candidates succeeded in describing what a manufacturing industry is and gave relevant 
examples. 

b. Although many candidates knew what an ‘environmental impact assessment’ is, they were rather 
weak in explaining what the process implies. 

Question 22  
Most candidates failed to give a good definition of social environment and provided two good examples of 
the Maltese social environment that could attract tourists. Many just gave names of places without any 
justification. 
 
Question 23  
The majority of candidates did not know what eco-tourism means and implies and confused it with the 
economic activity generated by tourism. The promotion of the Maltese natural, geographical, social and 
historical environment among potential tourists was hardly mentioned.  Consequently answers given as to 
how it could be applied in Malta were often totally irrelevant. 
 
Question 24  
Many candidates simply re-worded the terms given, particularly ‘technical skills’. Definitions were often 
naïve or simplistic. Only a few could give a rudimentary definition of ‘human resource management’ often 
re-wording it as the management of humans. 
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Question 25  
The majority of candidates had a good knowledge and understanding of multiculturalism, with many 
associating its causes with tourism, immigration, migration, the media, and inter-marriages. 
 
Question 26  
Most candidates mentioned some of the functions of the central government and local councils, with the 
central government having the responsibility of the whole nation while local councils being responsible for 
a particular locality only. The element of subsidiarity of both administrative structures was not mentioned 
at all, with some candidates describing them as two teams engaged in a tug-of-war. 
 
Question 27  
Many candidates just matched the dates with the respective political event, with a small number of them 
writing sentences to describe the event in question. Some candidates interchanged the dates for Malta’s 
independence (1964) and the declaration of the republican constitution (1974). Others mixed up the setting 
up of the Republic (1974) with Freedom Day (1979). Few could really indicate the historical importance of 
1921. 
 
Question 28  
Candidates found it difficult to differentiate between ‘civil’ and ‘political’ rights. Many gave examples of 
civil rights when they should have given examples of political rights, and vice versa. Political rights were 
generally described as the right to vote. Moreover, for many candidates, constitution is just the supreme law 
of the country and they could not explain any further.  For others it is simply a collection of laws. 
 
Question 29  
The majority of candidates knew what political parties and parliament are, but found it very difficult to 
explain their functions. Very few managed to give satisfactory explanations of these two institutions; others 
simply named the main political parties. 
Question 30  
This question was answered correctly by most candidates, indicating an ever growing environmental 
consciousness among Maltese young people. However, there were a number of candidates who wrote one 
long sentence instead of the five line description expected. 
 
3.0 Comments regarding Paper 2A 
 
Question 1 
This question was a common choice with candidates. Most of them were able to explain that a wind farm is 
used to generate electricity. Many mentioned that this type of energy production is considered to be ‘green’ 
or sustainable. When mentioning and comparing the use of fossil fuels, the majority commented on the 
greenhouse effect, although many of them are still confused about the greenhouse effect, global warming 
and ozone depletion.  
The lack of air pollution production from wind farms was correctly mentioned as one of the main 
advantages of wind energy. The main disadvantages of wind power mentioned were expensive storage 
during peak production times to offset non-windy periods; that wind turbines require wind speeds of at 
least 25km/hr to be effective, are noisy, take up space and are not kind to birds. Other types of energies 
mentioned which were compared to wind energy were fossil fuels and solar energy. Energy from biomass, 
hydropower, geothermal energy and tidal and wave energy were also mentioned.  
 
Question 2 
Answers to this question were generally valid and most candidates discussed a number of waste 
management strategies including landfills, incineration, reusing, recycling and source reduction. Some 
candidates went into focused detail with regards to reusing (repairing them, donating them to charity and 
community groups, selling them); recycling (collecting, sorting, cleansing, treating, and reconstituting 
materials and returning them to the economic mainstream in the form of raw material), and source 
reduction (reducing the use of non-recyclable materials and replacing them with reusable materials, 
reducing packaging, reducing yard and garbage wastes and increasing the efficiency of the use of paper, 
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cardboard, glass, metal, plastic, and other materials). However, in some cases these terms were confused. 
Some candidates mentioned the previous Maltese situation regarding the Maghtab dump and stated that 
these dumps are a breeding ground for flies, rats and other undesirable animals, take a lot of space, 
contaminate groundwater, reduce the value of property and are an eyesore. Other candidates mentioned 
composting of garden waste but few candidates went into detail regarding incineration other than 
mentioning that the process burns waste. 
 
Question 3 
Candidates were expected to give an overview of how the living conditions of the Maltese were improved by 
various measures undertaken by the British colonial authorities and subsequently by the various Maltese 
Governments e.g. improvement in public health, protection against epidemics, vaccination, inoculation against 
infant diseases, improvement in the water supply, the sewage system, the building of housing estates for the 
working classes, the demolition of slums and compulsory education to eradicate illiteracy.   
Though many candidates fared quite well, there were however, a considerable minority who focused on one or 
two aspects only, ignoring the fact that social and economic conditions are more complex. Others based their 
arguments on recent developments since Independence, ignoring almost completely the previous colonial period. 
In most answers candidates lacked the ability to describe relevant events and developments from a chronological 
point of view. At times their ideas moved forward and back in historical time in a confusing and haphazard way. 
 
Question 4 
Candidates were expected to show some structured knowledge of the main developments in Malta’s defenses and 
fortifications. Their answers should have dealt with Medieval times e.g. the state of Mdina and the castello a mare; 
the Hospitaller period e.g. Valletta and other defenses around the harbours and the coastal fortifications; and the 
British period e.g. the Victoria Lines, the forts of Rinella and Cambridge and the line of forts and batteries from 
Madliena to Bengħajsa.   
Most candidates followed these guidelines and produced some excellent, comprehensive and extensive writings 
which included some detailed information, thus demonstrating a good chronological knowledge of the topic under 
discussion. There were however, some candidates who either misunderstood the question or were not adequately 
prepared. These candidates showed two major pitfalls; some ignored the late medieval part completely while others 
dealt with the British colonial period rather superficially leading to a loss of marks. 
   
Question 5 
Many candidates gave adequate answers to this question focusing mainly on waste as a result of 
consumption and litter in our streets and areas usually frequented during the weekends. Some even 
mentioned the litter left after organising barbecues on the beach. Another popular strand taken by the 
candidates was the misuse of electricity and the introduction of energy savers. This indicates that 
candidates gave rather superficial answers depending on what is promoted or emphasised in the media at 
that time.   
Other candidates concentrated on the social, traditional and nostalgic environment of times gone by. They 
referred to the time when women went around wearing the ghonella. Most candidates associated more 
consumption and symbol status with lifestyle mentioning that these might cause more waste and less care 
for the environment. Others equated the local environment with climate change and the de-freezing of the 
poles, something not associated with Malta. Few mentioned the protection of the local heritage, MEPA’s 
role in urban and rural development, the contribution by environmental NGOs and better choices by 
consumers. There were however, some very positive answers with candidates distinguishing between 
industrial and domestic waste and the need for cleaner, alternative sources of energy. 
 
Question 6 
This question was a popular choice among candidates. Most of them concentrated on the preparation at 
school for their role in adult life. They referred to the role of prefects, school councils and student elections 
and their belief that students should not necessarily vote as their parents do. Others mentioned the role of 
political organisations in the Junior College and University, with the KSU and Pulse featuring prominently. 
They dealt with participation in local council activities and reading about political parties through 
newspapers and online. Many considered exercising this civic right meant voting at age eighteen with some 
considering active participation in party politics. There were some intelligent answers mentioning voluntary 
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work by candidates, calling for balanced opinions and overcoming political prejudice and even mentioning 
that student leaders in school often joined the political fray later on in life.   
 
4.0 Comments regarding Paper 2B 
 
Question 1 
The majority of candidates did well in this question. They maintained that wind farms produce energy 
through wind turbines. Some confused wind turbines with methods to extract water from aquifers using the 
wind, while others thought that they were farm related. Most candidates correctly mentioned oil, petrol, 
diesel, kerosene or gas as examples of non-renewable energy resources used in Malta. They mentioned 
solar, wave or biomass as alternative energy sources. Some candidates simply mentioned an advantage or 
disadvantage of wind power. Others compared the main advantages and disadvantages of changing from 
non-renewable energy resources to renewable energy resources. They correctly mentioned the decreased 
outcome on the greenhouse effect due to less carbon dioxide emissions. A few candidates mentioned details 
of effects such as the rise in global sea levels.  
 
Question 2 
This question was a very popular choice. Most candidates correctly maintained that people are consuming 
more and creating more waste. They were able to write in some detail on reusing (repairing them, donating 
them to charity and community groups, selling them); recycling (collecting, sorting, cleansing, treating, and 
reconstituting materials and returning them to the economic mainstream in the form of raw material), and 
source reduction (reducing the use of non-recyclable materials and replacing them with reusable materials, 
reducing packaging, reducing yard and garbage wastes and increasing the efficiency of the use of paper, 
cardboard, glass, metal, plastic, and other materials). Nonetheless, a good percentage of candidates 
confused these terms.   
In the last part of the question many candidates maintained that people need to consume less and buy 
products that can be reused or recycled or are offered with less packaging. They maintained that people 
should also separate their waste and make use of bring-in site facilities. Some candidates even referred to 
their personal experiences. 
 
Question 3 
Candidates mentioned some of the problems and measures associated with each part of the question. They 
managed to produce fairly satisfactory essays, mentioning some points but failing to indulge in any adequate 
explanations. At times information given was extremely shallow and vague accompanied by incorrect historical 
facts. Most writings lacked any reference to chronology or sequence; developments and measures that took place 
during the British colonial period were attributed to Maltese Governments and vice versa. These candidates 
showed a lack of serious preparation for the examination since the social aspect should be given extensive 
coverage.  
 
Question 4 
Some candidates discussed the strategic location of the fortifications mentioned in the question, when and by whom 
they were built, how they were armed and how they were intended to defend the islands from foreign enemy attack. 
However, most candidates showed very shallow and unstructured historical knowledge when answering this 
question.  Nearly all answers lacked any chronological or dating references e.g. that the Victoria Lines were built in 
the late 19th century etc.  Apart from references to Fort Rinella, only a handful of candidates made any reference to 
their actual state today.   
 
Question 5 

a. Most candidates maintained that manufacturing industries provide work and make less imports 
necessary. There were many simple answers on the manufacture of furniture explaining how it 
was easy for housewives to choose what to buy and how it could be easily transported to their 
residences. Some candidates however, saw manufacturing industries in the light of more income 
and export and investment. 

b. Many concentrated on the loss of agricultural land to give way to industrial estates, emissions, the 
pollution of the sea and the creation of more waste as the main threats to our health and 
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environment. There were some who mentioned toxins, the deterioration of the urban environment 
and the wide use of plastic and paper in packaging. 

c. Corrective measures mentioned by many candidates were that industrial companies should be 
housed in abandoned buildings so as not to continue to take up agricultural land for industrial use. 
They also said that factory chimneys should have filters to reduce emissions and emphasised that 
factories should save on energy. Some mentioned health and safety issues and the use of cleaner 
technologies. No one however, mentioned environmental impact assessments. 

 
Question 6 
Many candidates equated community development with the functions of local councils. Some understood 
this as building more housing units in a town or village. Examples given varied from taking care of the 
local environment to the use of wardens. By national development most candidates understood government 
and elections. Some however, mentioned widespread education across the country. There were a few who 
did not distinguish between local and national governments. Most examples revolved around the provision 
of education. By global development most candidates understood climate change and better 
telecommunication systems such as internet networks across countries. Very few mentioned 
interdependence and solidarity. Most candidates referred to what they had said in the first part of the 
answer when commenting on ways in which citizens can be actively involved in the development of their 
community, their nation and the world. The last part of the question again reflected what they had said 
earlier. They emphasised that governments should meet to discuss the future of the world without giving 
concrete examples. Many did not actually indicate the role of governments in the global sphere. Some 
answers were very superficial. This showed that candidates are at a loss when they have to interpret 
questions. Overall answers to this question were adequate.   
 
The school-based assessment (The Project) 

 
Criteria used in moderation 
The moderators reviewed a cross section of the projects in some schools. The examining panel also 
corrected the projects presented by private candidates. Generally the level of work presented was good. The 
coursework was corrected using the criteria of relevance and content in relation to the chosen title, 
presentation and formatting using appropriate skills, analysis of content and data according to logical 
sequence, adequate introduction or synopsis, conclusions reached, list of reference works or bibliography 
and the inclusion of a variety of sources to complement the written text such as illustrations, diagrams, 
statistical data, interviews, surveys and maps.  
 
Main findings and comments 
These were the main findings and comments of the moderators: 

• A small number of projects betrayed a noticeable discrepancy between the title name and the 
actual content.  

• Some projects were of a very general nature and thus lacked focus and originality. 
• Projects showed an acceptable level of skills in ICT. Generally they had a good level of 

presentation and layout with an appropriate title, table of contents, subdivisions in chapters, 
consistency in format, pagination, a use of a variety of sources, a bibliography or an 
acknowledgement of sources at the end. However, some projects were done rather haphazardly 
e.g. lacking table of contents, captions to pictures etc.   

• There were some very good projects. These were well researched and included photographs taken 
on site, surveys and interviews. They displayed a good selection of relevant content and a logical 
analysis of data. There were some interesting and original titles which show that candidates made 
a genuine effort to produce original work.   

• Some candidates included many photocopies of whole articles. This is not conducive to winning 
marks since the originality of the project suffers. Copying whole chunks from a secondary source 
should be avoided.  

• Unfortunately many candidates did not express their own ideas, suggestions and feelings about the 
issue or topic investigated and personal conclusions were rather lacking. Their work seemed to be 
more of a collection of information with little or no attempt at analysis.  
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• A more widespread attempt should be made to base projects on primary sources e.g. 
questionnaires, fieldwork, investigative material, photographs, etc. 

• Many projects lacked a proper synopsis at the beginning and conclusions reached at the end were 
in most cases very short and superficial with no real attempt to make suggestions and provide 
personal opinions. 

• The policy of setting prescribed titles helped teachers and candidates to discipline and guide their 
research thus improving standards and reducing the number of stereotype projects. 

 
Private Candidates’ Projects 
There were 68 projects submitted by private candidates, 16 who sat for Paper 2A and 52 sat for Paper 2B.  
The projects obtained an average mark of 20 out of 30.  Of these projects eight had a geographical 
orientation, six had a social orientation and the remaining fifty-four had a predominantly historical 
orientation. Many candidates chose the title dealing with the development of a particular town or village. 
From these findings, one conclusion becomes very clear: candidates opted to research about their native or 
residential town or village, an aspect of local history with which they are most acquainted, informed and 
easier to acquire information and conduct on-site research. The projects which scored badly demonstrated a 
multiplicity of deficiencies namely, subdivision into chapters, a table of contents, pagination, a variety of 
sources, evidence of fieldwork research and the absence of an introduction, a conclusion and research 
references. It seems that the lack of periodical guidance by the teacher may have been one possible cause 
for the low marks scored in this regard. 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
May 2009 
 


