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SEC Religious Knowledge 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 
PAPER 
A 116 439 660 477 386     292 29 2399 

PAPER B       145 456 357 430 442 133 1963 

TOTAL 116 439 660 622 842 357 430 734 162 4362 
% OF 
TOTAL 2.66 10.06 15.13 14.26 19.30 8.18 9.86 16.83 3.71 100 
 
Part 2:  Comments regarding the candidates’ performance 
 
2.1 Comments regarding Paper I 
 
General Remarks 
 
The questions were formulated basically to test the candidate’s familiarity with the Bible, and Christian 
Doctrine and the Liturgy.  The Paper contained factual, short and rather direct questions on basic elements.   
 
There prevailed the usual problem: candidates still mix up God with Jesus Christ.  Apart from this, markers 
also noticed that a good number of candidates do not read the questions properly ending up giving wrong 
answers i.e. an answer that has nothing to do with the question asked.  Apart from this the level of input in 
this examination is getting lower year after year.  Although a good amount of candidates sit for this 
examination, the level of interest in Religious Knowledge, generally speaking, is very low.  It is evident 
that students are not studying.  Worse still, they lack basic and fundamental Religious Knowledge.  Even 
the knowledge given during the klassi tad-duttrina is missing.   Most of the candidates cannot even explain 
the difference between mortal sin and venial sin.  
 
Particular Remarks 
 
Qu. 1 Answers generally correct apart from an amount of ridiculous answers such as ‘a place 

where to spend free time’, ‘to enhance Maltese historical culture’, ‘for tourists to come 
and see’, ‘to show us that they were strong people’, etc.  

 
Qu. 2 Although answers were generally correct, some candidates mixed up Charles de Foucauld 

with Ignatius of Loyola.  Some others mixed him up with Maximilian Kolbe.  
 
Qu. 3 Although answers were generally correct, some candidates just said that both religions 

believe in an afterlife and others did not compare i.e. just wrote what Bhuddists/Christians 
believe in.  Here markers also had some ridiculous answers such as ‘Bhuddists burn their 
dead while Christians bury them in the ground’. 

 
Qu. 4 Very few candidates answered correctly.  Most of them said that they are true authors 

since they were inspired.  Inspiration had nothing to do with this question. 
 
Qu. 5 Candidates know the story of Abraham well and could illustrate his complete faith in God. 
 
 
 
Qu. 6 Most of the candidates wrote that the role of the Prophets was to deliver the word of God 

to the people.  Very few wrote that the Prophet’s role was to help people renew their lives 
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and to prepare them for the arrival of the Messiah.  
    
Qu. 7 Answers generally correct although a couple of candidates wrote that God did so by giving 

his son a human nature. 
 
Qu. 8  This is another example where candidates did not read and understand the question 

properly.  These four types of rifts are clearly listed in the text book (Bk. IV, Chapter 3).  
Here, as an answer candidates listed: gideb, serq, dagha, suppervja, ma tmurx quddies, 
kliem hazin, firda mill-knisja, tajjir, and the like – all answers which are off track. 

 
Qu. 9 Although many candidates knew about the death of the first born, they did not refer to the 

Egyptian families or the blood on the door slabs. 
 
Qu. 10 Answers generally correct although there were a couple of candidates who mentioned the 

crossing of the sea (or ‘meta l-bahar ghamlu art’) and the gathering of the manna.  A mix 
up between the Old and the New Testaments and between God and Jesus.  

 
Qu. 11  Here one had a variety of answers, starting with a whole list of various Biblical books and 

ending with archeological remains (‘mill-fdalijiet li sabu’).  Very few candidates got to the 
point of the questions and mentioned pagan or Jewish documents.  

 
Qu. 12  Most of the candidates wrote that the gospels were written so that Jesus will not be 

forgotten and similar answers.  Others said that they were to be read in Church.     
    
Qu. 13 Very few correct answers.  An array of ridiculous answers, ‘ghax hemm tnax-il xahar’, 

‘ghax hemm tnax-il stilla madwar ras il-Madonna’, ‘ghax hekk deherlu li jkun bizzejjed’,  
‘ghax in-numru perfett’, ‘ghax mal-mejda kienu joqghodu tnax biss’, etc. etc. 

 
Qu. 14  ‘Il-qabar vojt’, ‘il-lizar’, ‘meta marru jfittxuh ma sabuhx’, etc.  Very few mentioned the 

Bible narratives of Jesus’ appearances after the resurrection. 
 
Qu. 15 Answers generally correct.  There were a couple of candidates who were of the opinion 

that these words were said by Peter (after the betrayal); by Lazarus (when he rose from the 
dead); by the blind man (when he was given sight); by Judas (before he kissed Jesus).  

 
 
Qu. 16 The candidates could answer the questions without referring to the passage. In (a) they 

repeated the question saying because it was his last meal: in (b) most candidates got it 
right; in (c) the question was misunderstood and did not refer to the communion spirit., in 
(d) no candidate referred to the four answers i.e., body, blood, soul and divinity. Most 
candidates gave only “body and blood”.   

 
 Qu. 17 Here again, a good amount of candidates forgot that Sunday is Jesus’ resurrection day and 

gave an answer related to God’s rest on the Sabbath.   
 
Qu. 18a Here one can draw up a long list of people mentioned in the Bible.  Very few gave the 

correct answer. 
 
Qu. 18b Most of the candidates mentioned any two of the Commandments, any two of the 

Sacraments, and any two virtues such as generosity and solidarity.  Only a handful 
mentioned celibacy, virginity, priesthood and the like.   

 
Qu. 19 Nearly all candidates tackled this question correctly. 
  
Qu. 20  Most answers dealt with the five steps about the preparation for confession, studied in 

childhood catechism lessons, as these were written in the same way they were learnt by 
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rote memory. 
 
Qu. 21  Most candidates do not know the difference.  They said that a venial sin is forgiven and a 

mortal sin is not.  They also mixed up venial with mortal and vice versa. 
  
Qu. 22   Answers generally correct. 
 
Qu. 23a The most common answers stated that through baptism we become full members of the 

Church and we will become sons and daughters of God. 
 
Qu. 23b Answers generally correct. Although a good number of candidates reworded the answer 

which they gave for the previous question. 
 
Qu. 24a Answers generally correct. Most candidates mentioned the preaching of the word of God 

and the fishing episode.  
 
Qu. 24b Most Paper 2A candidates wrote that a person reaches success when he wins everlasting 

life in Heaven.  Most Paper 2B candidates made reference to Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead and when he performed miracles such as the stopping of the storm.  

 
Qu. 25a Many candidates described conscience as the voice of God and a source of morality. 
 
Qu. 25b This proved an easy question for most. 
 
Qu. 26a/b Very similar to 18a, here one can also draw up a long list of people mentioned in the Bible 

such as ir-ragel li ma kienx jara, Lazzru, San Pawl, San Luqa, il-midimba, Pietru, Mose, 
Zakkew, Samuel, etc.  Very few gave the correct answer. 

 
Qu. 27 Most candidates did not give a specific example.  They just wrote ‘wiehed iqieghed hajtu 

fil-periklu meta jmur biex isalva lil xi hadd’.  One particular candidate wrote ‘Zakkew 
qieghed hajtu fil-periklu meta tela’ fuq is-sigra biex jara lil Gesu.  Kien qed jissogra li 
jaqa’ u jwegga’ sew jekk ma jmutx ukoll’.  

 
Qu. 28 Answers generally correct.  There were some candidates who included abortion and 

euthanasia in their list.  
  
Qu. 29  Most answers were correct and to the point.  A good number of candidates mentioned 

abortion, euthanasia, IVF, test-tube babies, cloning, etc.  It is worth noting here that a 
bunch of candidates, maybe coming from one particular school, while giving an answer to 
this question made reference to the Encyclical Fides et Ratio.    

 
Qu. 30 Candidates wrote about the parents’ duties of educating, caring for and spiritually 

nourishing their children and about the importance of respecting and loving one’s 
husband/wife even during difficult times.   

 
Qu. 31 Apart from having a good amount of Popes who never existed in the history of the Church 

and a good number of Encyclicals which are not found in the Vatican archives, there were 
some, very few, candidates who managed to mention the correct Pope and the right 
Encyclical.  

 
Qu. 32a/b Most knew the implications of putting solidarity into action at the workplace and the 

overall human characteristics, which override the use of tools.     
 
Qu. 33 Answers generally correct.  Candidates made reference to the words said during the 

marriage ceremony that couples are to be there for the good and the bad.  Others made 
reference to role of the agape type of love in marriage.  Others mentioned fidelity and 
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indissolubility.  
 
Qu. 34 Answers generally correct.  It appears that candidates are well informed about this subject 

since answers here were given to a certain detail and using appropriate vocabulary.  
 
 Qu. 35 Although some candidates mixed up the Creed with the Act of Contrition and although 

some candidates said that the Creed was a prayer, answers to this question were generally 
correct.   

 
Qu. 36 A good number of candidates mentioned Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection as 

the two main elements by which he overcome sin and brought salvation to all the world.  
 
Qu. 37  On the whole, respondents answered correctly. The pentecostal episode, which they 

learnt earlier during their preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation, is very familiar 
to them. 

 
Qu. 38a/b It is said that purification in Purgatory takes away the imperfection brought about by sin.  

None of the candidates made this point.  They all said that dead persons need to be 
purified from sin.   

 
Qu. 39  Many answered that God will judge each and every one of us on all we have done during 

our lifetime. Some included the love we show to our neighbour. Very few referred to the 
love of God and acts of mercy as stated in the Gospel. 

 
 
2.2 Comments regarding Paper II  
 
General Remarks 
 
One general comment is that the lack of commitment in Paper 2B candidates was evident in the poor 
scripts. On the other hand, markers were pleased to read most of the essays presented by Paper 2A 
candidates.  Most of these essays were detailed and mentioned all the expected points.  Some of these 
essays were adorned with biblical quotes and references to Church documents. Markers have noticed that 
quite a few candidates are not aware that this is an exam in Religious Knowledge. The syllabus clearly 
shows that the candidates are required to show their knowledge of the Catholic faith and teaching. Teachers 
are encouraged to discuss the subject with their students. However, in the exam, the candidates must show 
that they have understood the teaching of the Church. The exam paper is not a forum where the candidate 
may air his views against the Catholic Faith.  Candidates who defend same sex marriages, divorce, 
contraception and relativism cannot be awarded marks for that particular part of the question. 
 
Paper 2A 
 
Question 1 
 
Candidates were expected to give at least 2 fundamental questions and explain how, at least, two main 
religions answer them. One of the main religions could be Christianity. In the second part, candidates were 
expected to highlight an example of how the Catholic Church shows respect for non-Christian religions. In 
the third part, candidates were expected to say why faith and reason complement each other. 
When it came to fundamental questions, all sorts of questions related to religion were presented as 
fundamental questions, such as, “Did Jesus really exist?”, “Why is premarital sex wrong?”,  "Why is God 
so powerful?” “How big is the universe?” Needless to say, when giving answers to such questions, they 
were completely out of point. 
In section b, Protestants and the Orthodox Churches were included with non-Christian, and Ecumenism 
was also included as a way of respecting non-Christians. Many of those who answered spoke about Islam, 
Hindu and Buddhism.  Ideas of relativism were expressed by many candidates, such as, “all religions are 
good”, “what is true for you is not necessarily true for me”; we cannot judge a religion by the standards of 
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another”. Most candidates spoke of tolerance and of the Papal visits to synagogues and mosques. Some 
spoke of meetings with other religions in which “compromises” are reached. 
In the last section many spoke of superstitions and fanaticism. Some tried to defend faith by attacking 
science, saying that science may be wrong. 
It was clear that candidates spent time in class discussing the topic but they did not understand and grasp 
the lesson. 
 
Question 2 
 
Candidates were expected to give a brief account of a miraculous cure and to refer to Jesus’ teaching 
regarding love of neighbour. In b, the candidates were expected to give at least two occasions when self 
defence is allowed. In c, candidates were asked to distinguish between abortion and contraception and give 
the Catholic view re test-tube babies. 
In a, nearly all candidates referred to a miraculous cure. There were however some who invented new 
names for the Gospel personalities such as the raising of the daughter of Zachariah. With regards the 
teaching many candidates spoke of the cure without referring to any gospel text in particular; such as “Jesus 
wants us to help the poor and the sick” etc Quite a few referred to the parable of the Good Samaritan but 
very few referred to the acts of mercy. 
In b, nearly all candidates explained well the doctrine regarding self defence. 
Similarly in c, very few candidates could not distinguish between contraception and abortion. With regards 
test-tube babies many spoke of its unnatural approach to life and the risk of doing away with unwanted 
fertilized cells. 
 
Question 3 
 
Candidates were expected to write about the power Jesus gave to the apostles, namely to teach, to guide 
and to sanctify. In b, candidates were expected to explain the parable of the wheat and weeds. In c. 
candidates were expected to identify the different categories in the Church and to explain the vocation of 
each of them. 
In a, most candidates spoke of the power to teach and the power to sanctify through the Eucharist, the 
forgiveness of sins, baptism and the sacramental ministry. Many just hinted at the power to guide and its 
implications. Quite a few included the power to cast out demons and to perform miracles. 
In b, most candidates could explain the parable of the wheat and weeds and referred to the saints and 
sinners within the Church and the final judgement. 
In c. most candidates know the different categories in the Church. Quite a few included Cardinals and 
archbishops in a category of their own. When it came to the vocation, candidates were clear about the 
vocation of the Pope, bishops and priests. They were not clear about the vocation of those in religious 
orders. For many, it was just a matter of helping with the other duties. When it came to the laity, many 
spoke of the vocation to teach catechism as if the laity were only the catechists. It was expected to give a 
brief note about the meaning of the evangelical councils as lived in religious orders and of the witness laity 
should give at their place of work, in their families and in political life. 
 
Question 4 
 
In the first part candidates were expected to give concrete examples of love of God and neighbour. In the 
second part it was expected that the candidate gives a number of duties related to political life whilst in the 
third part candidates were expected to give the teaching of the Catholic Church regarding a just war. 
In a, many candidates spoke at length about the love of God without answering the question how? Quite a 
few limited the love of God to Sunday Mass. Many candidates took a short cut and said that we show our 
love of God through the love of our neighbour and went straight to the second part of the question. Very 
few spoke about respect for the name of God. Very few spoke about accepting God’s will with the 
obedience of faith. Very few spoke about prayer as a means of communication with God. Very few spoke 
of one’s interest in knowing God and His will through the reading and study of Revelation. In the second 
part, love of neighbour is limited to helping the needy. Hardly anybody spoke about colleagues at school 
and/or at work, next door neighbours, respect for the rights of fellow men, competition in business, sports, 
jobs etc. No one referred to relation with other members of the family. No one included the respect for the 
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person of others, the respect for his/her property and the respect for the good name of others under the love 
of neighbour. It was restricted to the help we give to needy people through fund raising activities, voluntary 
work, etc. 
In b, most candidates limited themselves to the right and duty to vote in elections.  Some included 
participating in political life. Others said that the duty of the Christian is to ensure that immoral laws such 
as the introduction of abortion do not pass through parliament. Many left out tolerance for divergent 
political ideas, information about political issues, duty to pay just taxes and the duty to contribute to social 
welfare. 
In c, most candidates showed that they studied with interest this part of their syllabus and referred to 
legitimate defence, the use of arms as the last means when all other means have been futile, the comparison 
between what is lost if not defended through war and what is actually lost in a war, especially human lives, 
respect for civilians, hospitals and prisoners of war and the outright banning of nuclear, biological and 
chemical warfare. A few said that the use of arms is justified to defend only religious values. These were 
the few candidates who try to write something off the cuff without studying. 
 
Question 5 
 
This question was very well answered on the whole. Candidates were expected to say that a couple enter 
marriage to give evidence to society and the Church of their commitment to love each other in an 
indissoluble union and to pledge each other fidelity. For Christians, it is a means of sacramental grace that 
enforces and enhances this pledge of love. As a result of this love, the couple pledges also to accept with 
responsibility the children born of this union thus forming a family which is the cell that forms society and 
the Church. 
In a. very few candidates have expressed this wide vision, many candidates limited themselves to the 
obligation to love the partner and form a family. 
In b it was expected that candidates speak of the free consent, the union of one husband and one wife, the 
unconditional vow to love and respect till death us do part, and the responsibility to bring up and educate 
children. For Christians, a Christian marriage is valid only if celebrated according to the Law of the 
Church. Most candidates spoke only of the free consent. 
In c, candidates were expected to speak of celibacy and virginity. Many spoke of them as a service to a 
wider community. However, very few spoke of the evangelical councils as a witness of heavenly life. 
 
 
PAPER 2B 
 
General comment   
 
There were very few candidates who wrote essays. Most candidates answered in a sentence or two. 
 
Question 1 
 
It was intended to check the candidates’ knowledge about the importance of Religion in one’s life, the main 
non-Christian Religions and how superstition and fanaticism go against faith. 
a        Many candidates said that religion gives a direction in life. Some said that it opens a relationship with 
God. Most candidates did well in this part of the question. 
b        Many candidates spoke of Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Unfortunately, their knowledge leaves 
much to be desired. Misconception like, “Muslims adore Muhammad” “Muslim religion is very similar to 
Christianity” etc were rather frequent. Quite a few included Judaism. Judaism is not in the textbook and so 
one would like to congratulate the teachers who included Judaism in their lessons since most of those who 
opted to speak about this religion showed that they were well prepared. Many candidates included also 
Satanism, Jehovah Witnesses, New Age, Protestants and the Orthodox Church. It is important that 
candidates distinguish between Christian denominations and non Christian religions 
c        Most candidates knew what superstition and fanaticism is but could not explain why they go against 
faith. 
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Question 2 
 
It asked candidates to show how Jesus cherished human life and to recount a miracle in this sense. They 
were also asked to explain the importance of the Sacrament of the Sick and why the Church condemns 
abortion. 
One expected that in answers to ‘a’, candidates would narrate a miracle in which Jesus rose a person from 
the dead such as Lazarus, the son of the widow of Najm, etc.  Instead, in answering this question, 
candidates recounted a variety of miracles, such as the marriage of Cana, the multiplication of bread, etc 
with the argument that if people had nothing to eat and drink they would die.  Jesus cherished human life 
since he gave people food and drink.  With regards to ‘b’, the phrase ‘bestows life and helps the ailing’ was 
taken to mean that those who receive this sacrament would be given eternal life and helps the sick to 
achieve a direct ticket to Heaven.  The idea of courage and spiritual help in face of sickness and physical 
weakness prevailed in the very few.  In view of ‘c’, candidates have full knowledge of what abortion is, 
how it is made to happen, for what reasons and why the Church is against it. 
 
Question 3 
 
Here candidates were asked to point out the bonds which Jesus still has with the Church.  They also had to 
narrate a parable in which Jesus gives an image of the Church and had to account for the Church’s role in 
today’s society. 
“What bonds does Jesus still have with the Church?”  For most candidates, the only bond that Jesus still has 
with the Church is the celebration of Mass, mainly the Eucharist.  The sacraments, etc. were mentioned by 
the very few.  In answering ‘b’, most candidates narrated the parable of the weeds and the wheat and the 
parable of the net.  There were a number of candidates who mixed up the parable of the mustard seed with 
that of the seeds which fall on various types of ground.  In giving an account for the Church’s role in our 
society, most candidates only mentioned preaching and telling people how to lead a good life, and 
celebrating mass. 
 
Question 4 

  
 Candidates had to narrate an episode in which Jesus demonstrated love towards neighbour.  They were also 

questioned about the fundamental human rights and their involvement in voluntary work.   
In reading answers to ‘a’, markers went through a whole list of miracles of healing and episodes in which 
Jesus forgave sins.  All examples, in some way or another, demonstrate Jesus’ love towards neighbour.  In 
answers to ‘b’, markers encountered lists of the most common/popular human rights such as for work, 
education, free time, food, shelter, religious freedom, etc.  Candidates knew very well what voluntary work 
involves and gave concrete examples of what type of voluntary work they can involve themselves in. They 
gave examples of voluntary work in Malta, such as helping in Church’s homes for the young and the 
elderly or else going abroad doing missionary work.  
 
Question 5 
 
Candidates were asked to account for the mutual love that God expects from married couples and the two 
aims of marriage.  They were also asked about the various types of marriage and why the Church agrees 
only with a marriage between one man and one woman. 
Most candidates spoke of indissolubility and fidelity in Marriage. The two aims of marriage are known. 
Candidates could explain why same sex marriage and polygamy are against God’s law and against the very 
nature of marriage. Unfortunately there were one or two candidates who expressed their opinions in favour 
of same sex marriages as a right of people with different sexual tendencies. They even said that they do not 
agree with the Church.  
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2009 
 


