
Reading Comprehension 2B May   Mark Scheme 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. List three physical qualities of the Great White Sharks. Refer to lines 6 - 29.                                                                                                                      
     (3 marks) 
 
 a.   can reach a length of  seven metres 
 
b.    can weigh over 2000kg 
 
c.    have razor-sharp teeth/rows of razor- sharp teeth 

2.   What is meant by ‘A great white is as likely to attack a boat as a lion is to attack a car’ (lines 
10-11)?                                                                                                                                (2 marks) 

Just as it is highly improbable for a lion to attack a car, in the same way it is unlikely for a 
shark to attack a boat. [If comparison with lion is left out 1 mark is deducted] 
 
3. Which two phrases of not more than 3 words each and found between lines 12 and 15 show 
that the attack on the seal was a fierce one?                                                                        (1 mark) 
 
a tossed helpless     b frothing sea water [Do not accept if more than 3 words are used.] 
 
4.  What does the word ‘lightning’ in line 13 suggest about the attack on the seal?           (1 mark) 
 
It was fast / unexpected. 
 
5. Which two expressions, each made up of two words and found between lines 16 and 29 does 
the writer use to refer to the great white sharks to show that they are animals which are  feared? 
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks)         
 
a.     White death    b.  ravenous monsters 
 
6. How did the writer feel when he jumped into the water? Give two reasons why he felt this 
way.                                                                                                                                    (3 marks) 
 
He was anxious and afraid.  He couldn’t forget the attack he had just witnessed and he was 
afraid of coming face to face with the sharks. 
 
7. In your own words give two reasons why the writer was not scared when the sharks 
appeared.   
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 
He felt as though it was happening to someone else.  
The sharks were not as ferocious as he had though they would be. 



 2 

8. a. Cage-diving with sharks in South Africa has its disadvantages.  Give a reason why. 

  (1 mark) 

There has been an increase in shark attacks. 

 b. Cage-diving with sharks in South Africa has its advantageous.  Give a reason why.           

(1 mark)  

It is profitable / a million dollar industry/ attra cts many tourists / adds people’s 
understanding of sharks. 

9. In your own words explain what you understand by ‘they are aiding people's understanding 
of a much-maligned creature’ (line 34)?                                                                             (3 
marks) 
 
They are helping people to comprehend more fully an animal that has such a negative 
reputation/that is very much feared. 
 
 
10. Write four words found between lines 21 and 36 that illustrate the writer’s positive attitude 
towards sharks.                                                                                                                   (4 marks)     
 
a.   fascination                b.   admiration     c.  respect     d.  awe 
 
11. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?                                                      (5 marks) 
 
It (line 4) – cage- diving / swimming with 
sharks 

us (line 11) – Dutch tourist and writer / Marcel 
and writer/ divers in the cage 
 

We (line 12)  - those on the boat / tourist and 
divers 

they (line 21) - sharks 
 

It (line 12) – shark’s appearance its (line 30) – cage-diving with sharks 
 

It (line 16) – the attack it (line 30) – cage-diving with sharks 
 

they (line 19) – people in general They (line 33) – Jacki Smit and other operators 
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Passage B 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. In your own words list three ‘symptoms more usually associated with compulsive gamblers’ 
(lines 2-3).                                                                                                                           (3 marks) 
 
a. tendency to lie about use of phone 
b. dependence on phone to lift moood 
c. borrowing money 
                                                                                                                                            
 
2. List the six negative effects which, according to the survey carried out, the use of mobile 
phones on young people.  Refer to lines 7 to 15.                                                               (3 marks) 
 
a. restlessness 
b. irritability 
c. preferring mobile phones to losing a job 
d. preferring a mobile phone to losing a relationship 
e. relying on mobiles to lift their mood 
f. resorted to lying 
 
3. Write down two ways in which youngsters benefited when they  were stopped  from using 
their mobile phones for a few days as part of the study.                                                    (2 marks) 
 
a. blood pressure lowers 
b. more relaxed when going about their lives/fewer hassles and irritations 
 
4. What three consequences of not being able to use mobile phones emerged from the second  
study conducted?                                                                                                                (3 marks) 
 
a. students feel less happy 
b. their social lives suffered 
c. loss of self esteem 
 
5. In your own words explain what Dr Sheffield is not too sure about regarding the results of 
the survey.                                                                                                                           (2 marks) 
 
He is not too sure whether phone users are really suffering from an addiction or whether 
they are stressed by the modern way of life. 
 
6. In your own words, state what young people are advised to do to beat mobile addiction.  
                                                                                                                                              (1 mark) 
 
It is important for them to spend some time away from their mobile 
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7. a.  Find words from lines 1 to 6 that match the following in meaning:    
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 
 a. showed – exhibited (l.2) 
b.  connected – associated (l. 3) 
c. depended – relied (l. 4) 
d. examine – diagnose (l.6) 
 
b. Find words from lines 16 and 21 that match the following in meaning: 
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 
a. necessary – essential (l. 16) 
b. rising – soaring (l. 17) 
c. managed – coped (l. 18) 
d.  forbidden -  banned (l. 19) 
 
 
8. Mark the following as True or False by writing either T or F in the brackets next to each 
statement and provide a reason for your answer.                                                               (4 marks) 
 
 
a. The study conducted shows that  a great percentage of mobile phone users are compulsive  
gamblers.    
(F ) because  they are  only compared to gamblers. 
 
 
b. Students were interviewed by Dr Sheffield  during the study. (F) because they filled in a 
survey 
 
 
c. For 7 % of those who took part in the survey, a mobile phone is more important than a job or a  
 
relationship.   (T) because they would rather give up a job or relationship than their phone. 
 
 
d. The study showed that mobile phones had negative effects only on   those students who took  
 
part in the study.   (F) because the passage says that the findings  apply to all age groups. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
WRITING TASK                                                                                                     (10 MARKS) 
 
Award : 
2 marks for layout 
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2 marks for task achievement 
6 marks for accuracy  


