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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 5 12 34 16 10 10 15 102

% OF TOTAL 4.9 11.8 33.3 15.7 9.8 9.8 14.7 100

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

General Comments

The changes introduced in the History Advanced Level syllabus came into effect in the May 2015 session. The
exam consists of three papers of three hours each, namely Paper 1: Maltese History, Paper 2: European and
International History, and Paper 3: Mediterranean History. Each paper carries 1/3 of the total marks of the
examination. Each paper consists of two essay questions and one document-based question. All questions are
compulsory, and carry equal weighting.

A number of general observations were made by the Board, including shortcomings noted in writing skills and
textual analysis. Candidates obtaining grades A to C, in varying degrees are generally able to show evidence of
further reading, which improves their ability to understand things in context and to make connections. Sound
factual knowledge, including a thorough familiarity with key names and events, remains the basis of historical
comprehension. As noted in past sessions, essay writing skills go well beyond the reproduction of class notes or
'model answers'.  The importance of acquiring the analytical skills required in answering the document-based
question included in each paper is to be underlined. A lack of critical understanding and poor analytical skills are
invariably factors which limit a candidate's performance.

Paper 1 Maltese History

Candidates were given a choice between question 1 (a) which asked them to discuss a statement to the effect
that the British were reluctant to make constitutional concessions demanded by the Maltese in the nineteenth
century, 1 (b) on relations between the British and the Maltese Catholic Church to 1921, and 1 (c) on British
priorities in Maltese educational development to 1921. The most popular choice was question 1 (a), followed by
questions 1 (c) and 1 (b).  Candidates answering question 1 (a) generally demonstrated a good factual grasp of
the subject. Question 1 (b) was generally answered in a satisfactory manner by the majority of those attempting
it. The statement in question 1 (c) was interpreted correctly by the majority of respondents in the upper grades,
but a few candidates did not address the statement in their answer. The main aspects of nineteenth century
constitutional history are normally within the grasp of the majority of candidates, but there is little evidence of
further reading.

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of British concerns with regard to Maltese political developments between the
two World Wars, while question 2 (b) asked candidates to discuss a statement on Maltese politico-religious
relations in the twentieth century, and question 2 (c)  tested knowledge of social and economic legislation under
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Maltese Self-Government administrations.  The most popular choice was question 2 (b), followed by 2 (a).
Relatively few candidates attempted question 2 (c).  Some candidates answering question 2 (a) found it difficult
to address British concerns, and tended to answer largely from the Maltese perspective. A substantial number of
candidates tackled question 2 (b) on politico-religious relations, but several answers missed the point on the
'long periods of collaboration' in the statement. It was surprising to note that relatively few candidates attempted
question 2 (c) on social and economic legislation between 1921 and 1958.

Question 3 offered a choice between two document-based questions. Question 3 (a) reproduced an extract from
a speech in the House of Lords in 1887 which referred to the Maltese situation, while question 3 (b) was based
on an exchange between members of the British parliamentary committee on navy estimates regarding the
Maltese Dockyards in 1863. Question 3 (a) proved to be more popular than question 3 (b). Candidates
answering 3 (a) were generally able to place the passage in the context of Maltese political and constitutional
developments (ii, iii), and demonstrate good factual knowledge of the main features of the new constitution (iv,
v).  The reference to the particular manner in which the British acquired Malta was also generally explained well
(i). Question 3 (b) required background knowledge of phases of Dockyard expansion in the nineteenth century
(i), and the role it played in the Maltese economy (v).  The passage also tested knowledge of the international
context which led the British to expand their facilities in Malta (ii).  Candidates were also generally able to
describe the main features of Malta's role in the Crimean War (iv). Several candidates found some difficulty in
explaining the reference to the French in the passage (iii).

Paper II European and International History

Candidates were given a choice between question 1 (a) on the Concert of Europe, question 1 (b) on Bismarck's
international system of alliances after the unification of Germany, and question 1 (c) on the rise of Germany as
the leading industrial power on the European continent by 1914.  The most popular choice was 1 (a), followed by
1 (c) and 1 (b).  Candidates answering 1 (a) generally showed a good level of preparation on the Concert of
Europe. Performance among those candidates attempting question 1 (c) varied, with a number of answers
missing several important factors in the rise of Germany to industrial leadership, including the impact of
unification. Answers to question 1 (b) also showed in general a confident knowledge of Bismarck's alliances,
although not all candidates went on to answer the question.

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the rise of Fascism in Italy, while question 2 (b) asked candidates to discuss
a statement on Soviet control of Eastern Europe between 1945 and 1968, and question 2 (c)  asked candidates
to discuss a statement on the role of common economic interests in European integration.  The most popular
choice was question 2 (a), followed by 2 (b). Few candidates attempted 2 (c). Several candidates attempting 2
(a) were able to describe the rise of Fascism, but a good number stopped short of explaining this development.
Candidates answering 2 (b) showed a general familiarity with Soviet control of Eastern Europe, but only a few
candidates were able to discuss the main events which challenged this control in good detail.  Surprisingly few
candidates attempted question 2 (c), which covered the whole period of European integration from 1952 to 2004.

Question 3 offered a choice between two document-based questions. Question 3 (a) was based on an extract
from a memorandum of the Frankfurt Assembly of 1848, while question 3 (b) was based on an extract from the
Census of Great Britain of 1851.  Question 3 (b) proved to be more popular than question 3 (a). Question 3 (a)
tested knowledge of the Frankfurt Assembly and the context of the 1848 revolutions (i, iv). Generally candidates
were able to explain the statement which referred to the choice 'between Prussia and Austria' (ii), and the
author's reasoning that Austria could never be 'wholly German' (iii). The author's prophetic claim regarding
Prussia's role in the future German unification was generally explained in good detail (v). Question 3 (b) tested
knowledge of the Industrial Revolution in Britain. References such as the production of coal and iron (i), and
technological innovations (v), were explained in context by a good percentage of the candidates. Not all
candidates were able to explain fully the statement in (ii) referring to the 'workmen and labourers', but also to the
'Army and Navy'. The significance of changes in agriculture (iv) were underlined by many. A number of
candidates met with some difficulty in explaining the role of demography in Britain's rise as an industrial power
(iii).

Paper III Mediterranean History

Candidates were given a choice between Question 1 (a) on the 'Eastern Question', question 1 (b) on the effect of
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the opening of the Suez Canal taking Malta into consideration, and question 1 (c) on Anglo-French relations in
the Mediterranean.  The majority of candidates answered question 1 (a).  Relatively limited numbers of
candidates attempted question 1 (b) and question 1 (c) respectively.  Question 1 (a) on the 'Eastern Question'
was answered generally well, with many candidates also discussing its importance in Mediterranean history.
Considering that question 1 (b) linked the opening of the Suez Canal to Maltese history, one would have
expected a higher percentage of candidates to attempt this question. Candidates showed good familiarity with
the significance of this event for Maltese and Mediterranean history. Question 1 (c) tested knowledge of Anglo-
French relations in the Mediterranean, with specific reference to a choice of two out of three events: 1882 (the
British occupation of Egypt), 1905 (the First Moroccan Crisis) and 1911 (the Agadir Crisis).

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the policy of Fascist Italy in the Mediterranean, while question 2 (b) was on
the milestones leading to Malta's independence in 1964, and question 2 (c) was on the military aspect of Arab-
Israeli relations between 1948 and 1973. The majority of candidates attempted question 2 (c), while 2 (a) and 2
(b) attracted relatively limited numbers of respondents. Candidates answering question 2 (a) showed a general
familiarity with the objectives of Fascist Italy in the Mediterranean.  A surprisingly limited number of candidates
attempted question 2 (b), considering that it was on the milestones leading to Maltese independence in 1964.
Question 2 (c), by far the most popular, tested knowledge of Israeli success in wars against the Arab states
between 1948 and 1973. The majority of candidates attempting this question demonstrated a good familiarity
with the chronology of events, although not all candidates understood that the question asked for an explanation
and not just a description.

Question 3 (a) offered a document-based question which reproduced an extract from the Maltese representation
to Charles Cameron in 1801, while 3 (b) was based on a letter of the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs Earl
Granville to the British ambassador to Constantinople in 1882.  The vast majority of candidates answered
question 3 (a). In question 3 (a), candidates were generally able to write in detail on the context of the Maltese
representation in 1801 (i), and give the background to the British presence in the Mediterranean (ii).  French
ambitions were generally explained well (iii). Candidates were also able to link the reference to Russia and
Turkey to the 'Eastern Question' (iv). Several candidates met with some difficulty when asked to describe the
political importance of Malta to the British in the nineteenth century (v). Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of the
British intervention in Egypt in 1882. Several candidates showed some difficulty in explaining the relation of
Egypt to the Ottoman Empire (ii), and in explaining the reference to the Treaty of 1840 (iii). Good familiarity was
generally demonstrated with the international interest in Ottoman affairs (i), and with the reasons behind British
intervention in 1882 (iv). Several candidates were able to elaborate on the reference to the imperial 'maritime
route' (v).

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2015


