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Sixteen candidates registered for the Advanced German examination. The examination consisted 
of three papers (I-III) and an oral component. Two candidates were absent for all the examination 
components, including the oral. Another candidate was absent for Paper II. The table below 
outlines the candidates’ results: 
 

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number of Candidates 1 4 3 1 4 1 2 16 

% of Total 6.25 25.00 18.75 6.25 25.00 6.25 12.50 100 

 
All the scripts were seen by two markers. A marking scheme was used for all the sections of the 
papers.  
 
A quarter of the pupils achieved either grade B or grade C, implying that there was a number of 
candidates with a fairly good command of German at this level, however only one pupil showed 
very good command of the subject. The following is an assessment of the overall performance in 
the different sections of the written examination: 
 
Paper I consists of two parts, Essay and Communicative Writing. This section requires skills in 
free writing. The essay titles allow for a wide range of topics, and the types of essay recurring in 
each exam (descriptive, narrative and argumentative) can be practised. In the essay section, the 
majority of the candidates chose Question 6, which dealt with a very generic descriptive topic. The 
fact that only the minority of the pupils chose an argumentative essay could mean that the pupils 
were either not confident in this genre of writing, or that the topics were difficult. The titles of the 
argumentative essays dealt with current topics, in particular with whether we are eating unhealthily 
and with the best transport system for Malta. The Board of Examiners does not think that these 
topics were challenging for pupils at this level and recommends that pupils are trained in writing 
argumentative essays so that they do not steer away from such titles in the exam.  
 
In the second part, the majority of the candidates chose to write a letter about media consumption. 
Since only one candidate chose to write a report about a “Praktikum”, it is evident that candidates 
prefer to write about situations which they have themselves experienced.  
 
Interference from English was once again a common phenomenon. Pupils should be encouraged 
to think out phrases in German rather than translate from English. There was also a lack of 
vocabulary and expressions, with candidates using very simple German not suitable for this level.   
 
Paper II also consists of two parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension. In 
general, the performance in the listening part was more than satisfactory, with the majority of the 
candidates achieving relatively high marks. Unfortunately the same cannot be said about the 
Reading Comprehension part, in which a text between 400-500 words is given on which several 
different types of tasks are set. Questions on understanding, vocabulary and grammar are set. The 
text was about a famous German supermarket chain. Very low marks were achieved in Part 2 
Section A, implying that the candidates need to develop the skills to re-write sentences in other 
words (Umformungen) and to provide the opposite of a given word (Gegenteile). Although all the 
possible opposites of a word were accepted, it is to be pointed out that the word should be taken in 
context and an opposite which is relevant in that context should be given. The Board recommends 
that candidates are trained in these skills. Part 2 Section B (answering questions) was tackled 
better, however candidates did not always paraphrase their answers or in some cases produced 
grammatically incorrect sentences. Full marks are only given for grammatically correct full 
answers. The marks deducted depend on the grievance of the mistake.  In the grammar section 
(Part 2 Section C), only a few candidates did very well. Candidates should not have had problems 
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with this section. The last section requiring a summary of the whole text was tackled quite well by 
most of the candidates, implying that they had indeed understood the text. 
 
Paper III is designed to test knowledge on Landeskunde i.e culture of Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland and on Literatur. In part I, questions are set on the geographical aspects of Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland, feasts and traditions in Germany, modern history of Germany and 
German-speaking personalities. In part II, questions on the literature texts listed in the syllabus are 
set. For this paper, preparation according to the syllabus is essential.  
 
The individual marks indicate that some candidates are not preparing themselves well for part I 
and answer the questions with a few short sentences without any relevant content. In the section 
on literature, half the candidates tackled the questions on “Ich fühl mich so fifty-fifty” by Karin 
König. Five candidates chose “Maya und Domenico” by Susanne Wittpennig and two candidates 
chose “Drei Männer im Schnee” by Erich Kästner. Once again nobody chose the book “Fast ein 
bisschen Frühling” by Alex Capus. In general the questions were answered well, however, some 
candidates achieved very low marks in this section indicating that they did not take this component 
seriously. 
 
As a general remark, the level of the candidates this year was lower than usual. Candidates should 
read authentic material so as to improve their comprehension skills, writing skills and vocabulary 
skills. 
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