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Sec Textiles & Design 

May 2016 Session 

Examiners’ Report 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

 

The table below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2016 session of the examination. 
 
Table 1:  Distribution of grades  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 1 3 11 6 0 - - 9 3 33 

PAPER B - - - 9 3 9 4 2 3 30 

TOTAL 1 3 11 15 3 9 4 11 6 63 

% OF TOTAL 1.6 4.8 17.5 23.8 4.8 14.3 6.3 17.5 9.5 100.0 

 

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance 
 
2.1 General comments 

The examination consisted of two parts: 

• Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA/ Paper IIB. 

• Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item 

from the chosen option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment.   

 

The written papers’ minimum mark required is 45% of  60%, that is 27 , as Paper I and Paper 

IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the examination. The coursework minimum mark 

required is 45%, which is 18.  

 

2.2 Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I,  IIA and IIB  

2.3 Candidates’ answers in Paper I 

Candidates were required to answer all four  questions.  

Question 1  was related to dress making, mainly pattern symbols, laying, marking and alterations, 

choosing fabrics, and types of stitches. Difficulties were encountered throughout the question by 

candidates opting for both Paper IIA and IIB, particularly in parts (b), (ci), (k) and (l). In question 1(b), 

the majority of the candidates found difficulties in drawing the pattern pieces for the neck facing, 

pockets and hem. The most common mistake was that candidates drew two squares for the pocket 

pattern piece where they only had to draw one pattern since the pockets on the dress were the same.  

Furthermore, most pattern pieces drawn were not appropriate for the illustrated dress. 

In part 1(c), the majority of the candidates failed to understand the question. They placed the different 

pattern pieces on the two cutting layouts at random, not only ignoring the difference between the main 

and contrasting fabrics, but also the fold line and the selvedge.   

In question 1(k), almost none of the candidates mentioned ‘topstitching’ as the sewing technique used 

for the dress.  As a result, most candidates failed to score marks for the other questions related to (ki).   
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Another major difficulty encountered by the candidates was in part (l) related to pattern adjustments. 

Most answers focused on the type of fabric rather than on the pattern or the pattern pieces. 

Furthermore, the majority of the drawings were unclear, mostly unlabelled or unrelated to the 

explanations provided.   

 

Question 2  was about jackets, collars and interfacings. In part (a), nearly none of the candidates 

identified the style features of the fitted jacket in detail. Part (cii) proved to be quite challenging for the 

candidates. Even though various diagrams were given, the majority failed to list the steps required to 

attach a flat collar to a coat. 

 

Question 3 , related to a dungaree outfit for a young child was correctly answered by the majority of 

the candidates.  

 

Question 4  was about fashion drawings. The majority of the candidates opting for both Paper IIA and 

IIB provided excellent drawings, which focused on the occasion for which the outfit would be worn.  

 

2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA and Paper IIB.  

In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B.   

 

Section A 

Question 1  was about weaves and knitted fabric. Candidates opting for both Papers answered 

correctly part (a) of the question which was about weaving, but found difficulties in part 1 (b) relating 

to knitted fabric. 

 

Fabric finishes was the theme of Question 2 .  Most candidates answered well the general questions 

about fabric finishes, part 2(a), but showed poor knowledge when answering the rest of question.  The 

part of the question related to brushed cotton, 2(d) in Paper A and 2(c) in Paper B, proved particularly 

difficult for the majority of the candidates.  

 

Similarly, most candidates showed poor knowledge when answering question 3 related to silk. Most 

answers showed that candidates failed to apply the knowledge about the properties of this natural 

fibre to the care that should be given to items made from it. 

 

Section B 

Question 4  was about sheer fabrics. The majority of the candidates showed poor knowledge about 

these types of fabrics, especially in the first three parts of the questions (4(a), 4(b) and 4(c)). Excellent 

answers were given for part (d) where the candidates had to sketch a sheer top on the given figure 

template. 
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The topic of question 5 was on the creative aspects of textiles.  The majority of candidates of both 

papers gave correct answers for most parts of this question, especially in part (a). Most were able to 

provide clearly labelled drawings of a cushion and a place mat.  Part 5 (biii) was also correctly 

answered by most candidates. 

 

In question 6 , the majority of the candidates showed little evidence of knowledge related to the basic 

essentials one should have in a wardrobe, as poor answers were given for parts (a) and (b).  Part 6 

(b) proved most challenging as nearly all candidates found difficult to recognise all the features on 

clothes which allow freedom of movement to elderly persons. 

 

Part 3:  Coursework  

The moderation of coursework was conducted in some schools in Malta. The investigations were of 

good quality and had all the sections required by the SEC syllabus. However, some of the portfolios 

presented by the candidates did not have all the samples requested by the syllabus, particularly those 

carried out in Form 3 and Form 4. The garments presented by the candidates were of a good 

standard and showed dedication by the candidates and their teachers. 

The creative pieces presented by these schools were quite good. However, the concept of creativity 

should be emphasised in this component. Candidates should be motivated to look at nature and other 

sources for inspiration.  Some initial groundwork should be carried out by the teacher before the 

candidates are encouraged to find a design they would like to reproduce on fabric.  Candidates 

should be discouraged from using designs from printed pictures. 

 

There were no private candidates who registered for the Textiles and Design SEC examination. 
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