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SEC EUROPEAN STUDIES 

      MAY 2016 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

 

One hundred and fifty-four (154) candidates registered for the SEC European Studies 

examination.  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 20 31 28 18 9     10 3 119 

PAPER B       5 6 7 6 5 6 35 

TOTAL 20 31 28 23 15 7 6 15 9 154 

% OF TOTAL 12.99 20.13 18.18 14.94 9.74 4.55 3.90 9.74 5.84 100 

 

Paper 1 

Section I – Power and People 
 
Question Remarks Marks 

1. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, illustrating answers with 

relevant examples. 

(4) 

 (b) Most candidates answered this question correctly by mentioning human rights, 

democracy and the rule of law. 

(2) 

2. (a) Answers showed that candidates are familiar with the most common names of E.U. 

treaties. 

(3) 

 (b) This corollary question seemed ambiguous for some candidates who thought that they 

had to elaborate on one of the treaties mentioned in (a), with many expanding on the 

treaty of Rome. 

(3) 

3. (a) A few candidates interchanged the Council of Europe with the E.U. Council of Ministers 

or the Council of the European Union, showing that they do not understand clearly the 

different roles of these institutions. 

(3) 

 (b)  The majority of the candidates got this question correct. (3) 

4. (a) Some candidates found it difficult to answer this question fully. (2) 

 (b) A significant number of respondents showed understanding of this question and 

answered it correctly.  

(4) 

5 (a) The concept was generally well explained by a large majority of candidates. (2) 

 (b) Most candidates were able to explain the term given and how the agreement affects 

European citizens.  

(4) 

 

Section II – Economic Development and Changes in Europe  
 
Question Remarks Marks 

6 (a) Although the vast majority of candidates had a clear understanding of the first term, a 

significant number of candidates gave an incorrect definition of the second term and thus, 

failed to explain the difference between the two. Moreover, the majority of candidates gave 

an example of one of the terms rather than a definition. 

(2) 

 (b) While the vast majority of candidates found no difficulty in presenting two examples of 

the first term, some confusion prevailed as regards examples of the second term.  

(4) 

7. (a) Although most candidates seem to be familiar with the policy mentioned in the question, 

a significant number failed to give a detailed description and, thus, did not attain full 

marks. 

(3) 

 (b) Candidates failed to make reference to the policy as stipulated in the question and, 

therefore, attained half the marks. Meanwhile, a significant number of candidates found it 

(4) 
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difficult to give the meaning of the term ‘direct subsidies’. 

8. (a) Almost all candidates answered this part of the question correctly.   (2) 

 (b) A number of candidates did not manage to give two correct examples as required and, 

instead, mentioned companies which do not have a branch in Malta. 

(2) 

 (c) Only a small number of candidates attained full marks for this question.   (2) 

9. (a) The vast majority of candidates attained half the marks allocated to this question due to 

incomplete information given. 

(2) 

 (b) A considerable number of candidates failed to achieve full marks in this question as they 

gave incorrect answers; some, for instance, gave examples, rather than advantages, of 

the types of communication networks presented.  

(4) 

10. (a) Candidates seemed to have difficulty with providing the meaning of the term ‘fair trade’. (3) 

 (b) Explanations presented by the majority of candidates showed inadequate knowledge 

and understanding of the relation asked about in the question. 

(2) 

 

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities 
 
Question Remarks Marks 
11.  A number of candidates mixed up countries with cities.  Some others mentioned either 

the cities only or the attractions only. A good number of candidates answered the 
question correctly. 

(5) 

12. (a) The vast majority answered this question wrongly and explained the term as “the ratio of 
dependent people”. 

(2) 

 (b) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, but a substantial minority 
answered without mentioning the dependency ratio. 

(2) 

 (c) Nearly all candidates gave a correct answer to this question. (2) 
13. (a) Candidates showed that they knew the difference between ‘pull factor’ and ‘push factor’ 

in emigration.  
(4) 

 (b) Candidates answered this question successfully by giving a correct example of each 
term. 

(2) 

14. (a) Many candidates found this question more challenging and managed to give only one 
government measure instead of two. Most candidates gave vague answers based on 
what they had heard in the news. 

(4) 

 (b) The vast majority of candidates gave the same two answers. A considerable number of 
candidates mentioned examples of safety measures as well. 

(4) 

15. (a) Many candidates answered by giving only two instead of three reasons for the statement 
given. It was noted also that the reasons given were at times very similar to each other. 
Some candidates answered by giving the effects of the increase instead of reasons for 
the increase. 

(3) 

 (b) The vast majority of candidates answered this question successfully. (2)  

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment 
 

Question 
 
Remarks 

Marks 

16.  The vast majority of candidates identified the five benefits and thus answered the 

question correctly.  

(5) 

17.  Although the majority of candidates showed an understanding of the topic in question, 

their responses were not elaborate enough. 

(5) 

18.  The majority of candidates did not provide enough information to gain full marks. (5) 

19.  The majority of answers to this question were correct.  (4) 

20.  A significant number of candidates gave one-word answers to this question which, 

although correct, lacked adequate explanation to justify the full marks allocated. 

(6) 

21.  Few candidates obtained full marks in this question.  The main difficulty was with the 

island of Rhodes. 

 

 

(5) 

 

Section V –The Cultural Heritage  
 
Question Remarks Marks 
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22.  Most candidates answered this question correctly, explaining in some detail three 

causes of the Industrial Revolution. 

(6) 

23. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question successfully. (2) 

 (b) The majority answered this question successfully.  (2) 

 (c) The majority of candidates explained the main difference between the terms set forth in the 

question correctly. 

(2) 

24. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question successfully.  (3) 

 (b) This question was answered correctly by the majority of candidates. (3) 

25. (a) Most candidates showed sound knowledge of the topic in question and gave correct 

answers. Some candidates, however, interchanged ‘Romance’ with ‘Romantic’ or ‘Latin’ 

languages.   

(3) 

 (b) Most candidates answered the question correctly. (2) 

 (c) The majority of candidates did not answer this question correctly. (2) 

26. (a) Most candidates answered two out of the three components successfully.  (3) 

 (b) The majority of candidates gave a correct answer. (2) 

 
Paper 2A 

Section I – Power and People 
 
Question Remarks Marks 

1.  Most candidates based their answer on the knowledge they acquired on European 

citizenship and democracy. Some candidates went further and discussed the 

implications of citizens’ rights and duties as European citizens. Some of the points 

mentioned in their discussion were participation in EU-funded educational and cultural 

programmes, exchange visits and work experiences. 

(20) 

2.   Many candidates answered this question correctly. (20)  

Section II – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 
Question Remarks Marks 

3  Although the majority of candidates seemed to be familiar with the term ‘free movement 

of goods’, the arguments they presented lacked the in-depth information expected from a 

question carrying 20 marks.   

(20) 

4.  A considerable number of candidates showed sound knowledge of the EU’s relations 

with international trade organisations. Meanwhile, several candidates gave general 

details about the organisations rather than about the advantages of the EU’s relations 

with them. 

(20) 

 

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities 
 
Question Remarks Marks 
5. (a) Many candidates failed to write about both the contributions and the challenges of a 

multicultural society and instead wrote about one of the aspects only. Food was the main 
contribution to multiculturalism mentioned, while challenges mentioned included “stealing 
the Maltese workers’ jobs” and “causing trouble”. Some candidates gave one example of 
each without elaborating further.  

(10) 

 (b) Most candidates who attempted this question answered correctly.  (10) 
6. (a) Most candidates found this question more challenging. Candidates who attempted this 

question mentioned various valid examples but some candidates did not discuss at 
length the examples mentioned.  

(10) 

 (b) The points mentioned by the majority of candidates were valid. Many gave a good 
number of points regarding this answer, while others focused on one term stated in the 
question without mentioning the important link between both terms. 

(10) 
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Section IV – Europeans and their Environment  
 
Question Remarks Marks 

7.  Responses to this question show that candidates were generally sensitive to and 

knowledgeable about the issue of water supply in Spain and Malta.  While some 

answers were not elaborate enough and could have expanded further on the topic, the 

majority of candidates managed to discuss this issue adequately. 

(20) 

8.  The vast majority of candidates responded clearly to the question, yet, more detailed and 

relevant information would have yielded better results. 

(20) 

 

Section V – The Cultural Heritage  
 
Question Remarks Marks 

9.  Most of the candidates, who chose to answer this question, obtained a relatively high mark 

for their answer. 

(20) 

10. (a) Most candidates, who answered this question, mentioned at least three different cultural 

legacies.  

(10) 

 (b) Most candidates answered this question successfully by mentioning three or four cultural 

legacies. 

(10) 

 Paper 2B 

Section I – Power and People 
 
Question Remarks Marks 

1. (a) (i) A great number of candidates gave a correct answer to this question by mentioning the 

Treaty of Maastricht. 

(ii) The majority of candidates did not identify two correct decisions taken by this treaty (ex; 

the decision to introduce a common European Currency).  

(4) 

 (b) Candidates were able to list good examples and explained them well. (6) 

 (c) A significant number of respondents answered this question correctly. (10) 

2. (a) The meaning of the question was understood, and relevant examples were provided.  (4) 

 (b) This question seemed to attract the same answers as those expected for (2a).  Only a 

few respondents identified the real causes of the term in the question.  

(6) 

 (c) Measures by European governments were identified by a significant number of 

candidates. 

(10) 

 
 
 
 

Section II – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 
 
Question Remarks Marks 

3 (a) Few candidates demonstrated a clear understanding of what is implied when one speaks of 

‘economic sectors of production and employment’.  

(7) 

 (b) The majority of candidates were correct in their answers to this question. (3) 

 (c) Few candidates answered this question fully.  A significant number of candidates failed 

to give a detailed explanation and left a number of relevant points unmentioned. 

(10) 

4. (a) Although the majority of candidates were familiar with the term put forth in the question, they 

failed to include the types of networks it incorporates. 

(4) 

 (b) Answers to this question were unclear and, in general, failed to identify the aims of the 

different types of networks. 

(4) 

 (c) Only a minority of candidates managed to answer this question correctly.  (4) 

 (d) Although some of the responses to this question lacked detail, on the whole, candidates 

answered this question correctly. 

(8) 
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Section III – Demographic and Social Realities 
 
Question Remarks Marks 
5. (a) The vast majority of candidates who opted to answer this question mentioned between 

three and five challenges. Candidates often mentioned that one of the challenges was 
“stealing locals’ jobs”. 

(10) 

 (b) The reasons given for choosing a particular capital city varied from “because they will like 
it” to more well-informed reasons when mentioning a specific museum or a major 
attraction. Most candidates provided very hollow answers with regard to the second part of 
the question, possibly due to the lack of knowledge of the location in question.  

(10) 

6.  A good number of candidates did not describe the terms in relation to the statement, as 
required. The majority of candidates were able to discuss three of the four components 
given in the question but most of the answers lacked clear and accurate knowledge. 

(20) 

  

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment 
 
Question Remarks Marks 

7. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly.  (3) 

 (b) While some candidates answered this question well, a considerable number of 

candidates failed to mention the problems referred to in the question. 

(8) 

 (c) This question was answered more or less adequately by the majority of candidates, 

although some measures, which were considered important, were not included in all the 

responses. 

(7) 

 (d) While the majority of candidates answered this question correctly, a number failed to 

identify other countries with the same problem. 

(2) 

8.  This question was generally answered successfully.   (20)  

Section V – The Cultural Heritage 

 

Question Remarks Marks 

9. (a) Most candidates mentioned five correct causes. (5) 

 (b) Most candidates answered this question partly successfully as they gave very short accounts 

of the roles outlined in the question. 

(9) 

 (c) Most candidates managed to answer this part of the question successfully. (6) 

10. (a) When answering this question, the most common pitfall for most candidates was that 

they discussed two or three of the four fields requested (i.e. mathematics, medicine, 

architecture and literature), resulting in a loss of some of the marks allocated. 

(10) 

 (b) The question required candidates to discuss ‘some features’ not one or two in order to obtain 

the full marks allocated.  

 

(10) 

Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2016 


