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Sec Textiles & Design 

May 2017 Session 

Examiners’ Report 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

 

The table below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2017 session of the examination. 
 
Table 1:  Distribution of grades 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 3 3 7 8 4 - - 4 0 29 

PAPER B - - - 2 7 8 5 5 0 27 

TOTAL 3 3 7 10 11 8 5 9 0 56 

% OF TOTAL 5.4 5.4 12.5 17.9 19.6 14.3 8.9 16.1 0.0 100.0 

 

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance 

 
Question 1 

The majority of the candidates found the first question a bit challenging. They found difficulty in listing 

the features of the given trousers and to mention the body figure type which the given trousers would 

be suitable for. In fact, most of them chose the hourglass figure instead of the apple figure type. 

In question 1c, nearly all the candidates, from both papers, mentioned cotton as the fabric suitable for 

this trousers. Only few candidates realised that the fabric needs to be elastic/stretchy. While only few 

managed to recognise the pocket pictured on the given trousers; that is the welt pocket, the majority 

are familiar with the method of the patch pocket. 

Only few candidates recognised the blind hem stitch as the type of hem to neaten the edges of the 

trousers. On the other hand, in the last question where candidates had to sketch a suitable top/shirt, 

all of them achieved good results. 

 

Question 2 

The majority of the candidates did not answer all pattern markings correctly. Those incorrect were the 

‘ease’, ‘lengthen or shorten’ pattern markings. 

Many confused the tailor’s tacking with even temporary stitch. Moreover, the majority of the 

candidates in both papers, found it difficult to name the types of skirts. They did not recognise the 

knife pleat and accordion pleated skirt. Some of the common answers were “straight skirt” or “flowy 

skirt”. 

In question (c) which was the question about waistband, most of the candidates were familiar with 

interfacing and waistband. 

 

Question 3 

In question 3 (a) which was based on collars, the candidates had various pictures of collars and they 

had to match with their respective names. Even though having the pictures as a guide, most of the 
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candidates did not recognise the collars. Only a handful, did them all correct. While in (b), nearly all 

the candidates confused the set-in sleeve with the puffed sleeve. 

Moreover, most of the candidates did not know what a dropped sleeve is and so found it difficult to 

draw the pattern and explain how to attach it. 

 

Question 4 

Most of the candidates of Paper 2B confused the word ‘renovating’ with ‘recycling’ and instead listed 

ways how to recycle clothes. On the other hand, most of the candidates identified ways how to take 

care of garments. 

 
 
Paper IIA  
 
Candidates need to be careful how to express themselves fully by writing complete sentences and 

giving specific examples in order to make themselves understood better. Candidates need to 

understand that when there is written ‘outline’ they are expected to explain their reasoning. Moreover, 

when they are asked to make a choice, they need to identify their choice clearly rather than writing 

‘yes’ or ‘no’.  When candidates are asked to ‘discuss’, most probably they need to show some 

comparison by giving an advantage or a disadvantage of something. 

 

Question 1 

1a. The majority of the candidates were awarded full marks as they indicated that a steam iron is 

used to open seam, press pleats, remove creases from clothes or curtains and to give a neatened 

finish.  There were some candidates who were not awarded any marks because they either did not 

attempt it or did not express themselves fully and thus the meaning of the answer was out of context. 

1b. A good number of candidates obtained full marks as for question (i) they indicated that when 

using a steam iron, one should not touch the sole plate, or keep one’s fingers away from the steam or 

not leaving the iron on one place for a long time.  For part (ii), candidates indicated that the water 

reservoir should be emptied, the iron should be left to cool down before storing it and the iron should 

be stored away from children.   

 

Question 2 

2a. Few candidates were awarded full marks as they identified the zipper foot and the all-purpose foot 

as the sewing machine attachments.  When candidates just write overlock or zig-zag, the meaning of 

the answer would become invalid as the question is asking for a sewing machine attachment not a 

stitch.  The majority obtained half a mark due to lack of detail in the answer given. 

2b. Full marks were awarded to candidates that explained that the button hole foot is placed at the 

right place, made sure that the button hole foot is secured in place, the right stitch is used and the 

button hole should be sewn on the right side of the fabric.  There were some who did not attempt the 

question. 

 

 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2017 

 

4 

 

Question 3 

3a. The majority were awarded full marks as they explained that natural fibres originate from plant 

and animal sources and there are not chemicals.  The right examples were given.  A number of 

candidates were awarded one mark as they did not give a complete definition. 

3b. Full marks were awarded full marks because they clearly explained a health factor such as that 

cotton is less likely to cause rashes, it absorbs sweat so that it is more comfortable. They also 

explained an environmentally friendly aspect such as since polyester is made of chemicals it pollutes 

the air, or that petroleum is used which pollutes the air.   

3c. No one got full marks in this part. None of the candidates identified that the first label refers to 

organic produce that is certified by the EU.  For the second one, there were some candidates who 

indicated that the product is made according to Fairtrade regulations which means that there was no 

child labour and sweat shops and the workers were not harmed.  

3d. Full marks were awarded to candidates that explained that by mercerisation, the cotton would 

become lustrous, smoother, stronger and more comfortable.   

3e. The majority of the candidates gave a correct answer by identifying that diagram A represented 

non-mercerised cotton.  

3fi. Few candidates got a full mark. A good number of candidates got half a mark because although 

they wrote that the fabric is easy to take care of, they did not explain what they meant unlike those 

who got full marks.  

3fii. Few candidates obtained full marks.  Some of the disadvantages mentioned included that the 

fabric would be more expensive and that after some washes, the treatment might wear off  

 

Question 4 

4a. There were some good ideas.  For example, for the functional purpose of phosphorescent textiles 

many indicates waistcoats for cyclists, runners, policemen and wardens.  Others suggested for straps 

to be put on shoes or for soft toys so that children would not be afraid of the dark.  As regards the 

decorative purpose some suggested as stickers in the shape of a moon or a star for children’s room 

so that they would not be afraid in the dark or on trousers, dresses or T-shirts for decorative 

purposes.  Some also suggested them on lamp shades and collages.   

4b. Full marks were awarded to candidates who wrote that geotextiles can be biodegradable, reduce 

waste as they can be made by recycling fabrics and they are functional in in landfills by absorbing 

some leachate.  None mentioned that geotextiles prevent chemicals from leaching into soil or rock.  

4c. One needs to point out that answers that included that one needs to consider the strength of the 

polyester is an invalid answer as the candidate would not determine whether polyester is a strong 

fibre or not.  Thus, the answers need to respond to the question. 

4d. Many identified the abrasion test or the stretch and recovery test and gave valid reasons. No 

marks were given to candidates who suggested tests such as absorbency test.  Some did not attempt 

the question.   

 

Question 5 

5a. None of the candidates identified that the coat was a Duffle coat. 
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5b. The majority gave a correct answer. 

5c. The majority gave a correct answer by stating that the sleeves were long sleeves or set-in 

sleeves.   

5d. The majority of the candidates did not realise that a double-breasted coat would have two buttons 

showing, one on the left side and one on the right side at the front. 

5e. A good number of candidates indicated that a suitable lining to add warmth would be a woollen 

lining or brushed cotton/cotton lining.   

5f. Some candidates were awarded half a mark because they identified that the label was a wool 

label, but they did not specify that it was a wool blend mark.  Incorrect answers included that the label 

is an eco-label. 

5g. An average amount of candidates obtained full marks as they indicated that wool is elastic, 

crease-resistant, non-flammable, strong, absorbent but at the same time keep you dry when lightly 

wet, it gives a smart/elegant finish and it is warm and comfortable to wear.   

5h. Full marks were awarded to those candidates who recommended either for the coat to be dry 

cleaned as the staff would know how to treat it and to prevent shrinkage or pilling the coat would be 

washed with a cold or warm (40 degrees Celsius) temperature gently to prevent shrinkage and so that 

the coat would be well taken care of.  

5i. A small amount of candidates obtained full marks by identifying that an anti-pilling finish is required 

to prevent pilling on fabrics and moth proofing is needed to prevent fabrics from being damaged by 

moths.  

 

Question 6 

6a. An average amount of candidates got the right answer and were awarded full marks by identifying 

that diagram B represented warp knitting. 

6b. A small amount of candidates obtained full marks by explaining that warp knitting consists of 

interlocking loops/yarns vertically.  

6c. Full marks were awarded to candidates who explained that weft knitted fabric is better than woven 

fabric for sportswear/swim wear because it fits to the body even when wet, it is stretchable and 

comfortable which implies that it allows for movement, it does not rip off or unravel easily and 

lightweight material can be made.  

6d. Few candidates identified that for knitted fabrics, a ball-point needle is needed.  . 

6e. The most commonly named sewing machine needs with their corresponding function were 

universal needle, sharp needle, ball point needle, crewel/embroidery needle, twin needle, leather 

needle. Unfortunately, some identified a bodkin as a sewing machine needle, which is not the case. 

6f. Few candidates obtained full marks as they suggested that the right needle and thread should be 

used, one should place the fabric sandwich between tissue paper to reduce its elasticity, while 

sewing, stretch the fabric slightly with your hands.   

6g. The most common seams identified were French seam, overlapped seam, flat-felled or a lapped 

seam.  The reason given was that such streams were strong but allowed movement.  
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6h. Full marks were awarded to candidates who suggested double stitching the seam, doing overlock 

at the edges to keep the seam firmer or placing some interfacing.  The possibilities of using bias 

binding, transparent tape, or flat braid.  

6i. Candidates who obtained full marks drew a pair of trousers and the corresponding suggestions in 

the design such as inserting Velcro or studs/snaps or at the front.  Some also suggested elasticated 

waistband or a waistband with laces.  Others remarked on having a baggy design at the hem or sides.  

6j. The most common type of blended fabric was poly-cotton or polyester-cotton as it is strong, 

absorbent and resilient.  A good number of candidates did not obtain any marks. It seems that they 

did not realise that the question was about suggesting a blended fabric.  

 

Question 7 

7a. A good number of candidates gave a good definition of a mood board. 

7b. Few candidates were awarded full marks as they gave different ideas such as colour schemes, 

different caps and scarves and designs related to the sports to be promoted or words that are related 

to the cool rider theme to be put on caps and scarves.  The aims clearly explained the idea that they 

drew. 

7c. An average amount of candidates were awarded full marks as they explained rather than wrote 

one word what they recommend for the user to wear a cap/scarf properly.   

7d. Relevant arguments included that the caps and scarves are suitable for a prêt-à-porter’ in a 

collection because they are to be sold in bulk to reduce cost.  Many ignored that the question was 

about creating caps and scarves for low budgets.  Many candidates did not know the difference 

between the ‘haute couture’ and ‘prêt-à-porter’.  

7e. Some suggested that at a boutique one can try it on and feel the texture and quality whereas this 

could not be done when buying from online sources.  Others suggested that if one needs to buy the 

item quickly, a boutique is better as when buying from online sources, one should wait for the 

delivery.  Others claimed that online sources could have a wider variety in styles and colours and they 

could be cheaper than boutique. One mark was awarded to candidates who listed one word points 

which leave the examiner not sure how the point is related to the question. 

7f. Few candidates obtained full marks as they gave a valid and well explained advantage and a 

disadvantage of the method of payment.  

7g. As regards storing the credit card, candidates suggested placing it in a secure place which is not 

easily accessible to thieves, in a dry place and that the PIN is not close to it.  With regard to paying 

with the card, candidates suggested checking that the bill on the chit matches the amount asked to 

pay for and checking that no one is looking while entering the PIN.  

 

Question 8 

8a. A good number of candidates obtained full marks as they explained that batik is a method of 

applying colour and pattern to fabric using wax.  

8b. The majority of the candidates were able to explain the process of batik and obtained full marks.  

8c. Good possible suggestions were the use of a tjanting and brushes.  A candle was also counted 

good as it can serve as a tool as it dribbles the wax slowly and a source of wax at the same time. 
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8d. Full marks were awarded to candidates who explained fully some safety precautions such as 

wearing an overall, protective glasses, gloves, tying hair back, stay away from the hot liquid and wax.  

Candidates who obtained 1 mark ignored that the question was about safety points to consider during 

the process of batik rather than how to prevent mistakes in the pattern or design during the process of 

batik.  Zero marks were awarded to candidates who wrote a short point or did not write their 

statement completely so the examiner was left indecisive to what the candidate is referring to or the 

reason behind such point. 

8e. One mark was awarded to candidates who identified that cotton was a suitable fabric but they did 

not give a correct justification.  One also needs to point out that preferably candidates specify the 

properties such as cotton is an absorbent fabric.   

8f. The majority of candidates were awarded full marks because they gave a well-reasoned 

justification for their choice, for instance some chose natural dyes as they are environmentally friendly 

and the job can still be done well.  Others claimed synthetic dyes are better since some colours would 

be available in synthetic versions only and they tend to be stronger.  Other candidates claimed a 

combination of both so that one would have the best of both worlds that is eco-friendliness and a 

good dye in any colour the consumer wants 

8g. The majority of the candidates identified the right primary and secondary colours and were 

awarded full marks.  

8h.The majority of the candidates obtained three marks as they gave a range of colours which are not 

essentially a set of complementary colours.  As regards the oriental theme and the design to be used 

as a mural, the candidates’ creativity and original ideas were accepted.  When candidates are asked 

to label, it is important that they label the diagram accordingly. 

8i. The most common embroidery stitches were French knot, lazy daisy stitch, chain stitch, blanket 

stitch, satin stitch, cross stitch, fly stitch, stem stitch and couching stitch. 

8j. The advantages mentioned were that the computer-aided embroidery is fast, accurate and difficult 

patterns can be made.  Disadvantages included that the machine is very expensive, some machines 

could have a limited option of designs and if there is a fault in the machine, the whole project is 

ruined.  

 

 

Paper IIB – total 24 scripts.  Three candidates were absent. 

 

Most candidates find great difficulty to express themselves using the correct verbs and nouns.  

Candidates need to explain their reasoning well.  Many candidates had difficulty in spelling and in 

sentence construction.  Candidates need to be pay attention to the key words found in the question 

asked, so that they list down the particular detail and check that they are answering all the question. 

 

Question 1 

Question 1a: Few gave an indication that a steam iron can be used for pressing or to neaten the final 

finishing or open seams. 

Question 1b:  There were many positive points such as storing an iron when it is cool, out of reach of 

children and emptying it from any water before storage. 
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Question 2 

2a: The performance in this part was average 

2b. Candidates were awarded full marks (2 marks) by mentioning that one needs to take care of one’s 

hands, to follow the markings accurately, to check that the machine is threaded properly, and to check 

that the needle is secure and the right one.  Those who got one mark or zero marks either because 

they did not explain what they were referring to properly or did not attempt the question. 

 

Question 3 

3a. Full marks were awarded to candidates who indicated that natural fibres come from plant and 

animal sources and they identified them as wool, silk, cotton or linen.   

3b. Full marks (2 marks) were awarded to candidates who indicated that cotton is an absorbent fibre 

so one’s feet would not smell, cotton makes the feet feel warm and comfortable or that is soft and 

gentle to the skin.  Those who were awarded one mark was either because one point was out of point 

or they did not give a second reason. 

3c. None of the candidates got full marks (3 marks) as they did not recognise that the first symbol was 

indicated that the fabric was made from organic cotton, that the second label was referring that the 

socks were certified Fairtrade.  Most candidates recognised that the last symbol was referring to 

being machine washable at 40 degrees Celsius.  

3d. Full marks were awarded to candidates who indicated that mercerizing makes cotton smoother 

and more lustrous.  There were a number of candidates who got zero marks. 

3e. Almost half of the candidates got the answer incorrect. 

3fi. The majority of the candidates were given zero marks because they gave an answer that is totally 

out of point. 

3fii. Few candidates were awarded full marks (2 marks) as they indicated that the fabric will be softer, 

easier to clean but the process makes the fabric more expensive and it is not so environmentally 

friendly due to the chemicals used. 

 

Question 4 

4a: More than half of the candidates were awarded full marks (2) marks by indicating that the 

phosphorescent textiles can be used for safety purposes by wardens, bikers, builders, engineers, 

footballers, policemen and fire fighters.  Others mentioned that it can be included for decoration 

purposes as in costumes or party wear. 

4b. Those who obtained marks indicated that geotextiles are man-made, synthetic and made from 

polyester and in relation to soil, rocks or landfills they separate layers of waste or protect the 

environment. 

4c. Almost half of the candidates got one mark indicating that polyester is cost effective, stretchable 

and it is a strong fibre.  It seems that a good number of candidates did not understand the question. 

4d. It seems that the candidates did not understand what ‘fabric tears’ means. 

 

Question 5 

5a. None of the candidates mentioned that it is a Duffle coat. 
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5b. More than half of the candidates got the answer incorrect. 

5c. A good number of candidates indicated that the sleeves were long sleeves or set-in sleeves.   

5d. Few candidates indicated that the coat was single-breasted. 

5e. More than half of the candidates got full marks (1 mark) by clearly indicated that the fleece lining 

would keep the person warm or it gives a soft texture.   

5f. None of the candidate got full marks (2 marks) as they did not indicate that it is a Wool Blend Mark 

meaning that it is not made from 100% wool. The candidates mixed the symbol with a recycling 

symbol or a cotton symbol or a dyeing symbol. Some did not attempt the question. 

5g. It is very important that candidates explain their points or do not mix terms such as writing that 

wool is water proof rather than water resistant at first, but when soaked, it absorbs water readily. 

5h. Correct answers indicated that the fabric could be hand washed or machine washable at a cool 

setting of 30-40 degrees Celsius, it should not be bleached, it can be dried in the shade or not tumble 

dried or tumble dried for a short cycle or dry flat.  For the last symbol, the answers could be either do 

not iron or iron on low or moderate heat.  Some candidates did not complete the diagrams or did not 

explain fully what the symbol meant. 

 

Question 6 

6ai. The majority of the candidates either wrote that warp knitting is suitable for tailored women’s 

jackets or did not differentiate between the two possibilities and thus the answer was not decisive as 

regards which one it was suitable. 

6aii. The majority of the candidates got the answer incorrect by either leaving it out or writing that it is 

knitting or weaving or stating that it is warp knitting which indicates that they ignored the first sentence 

of the question.   

6b. Full marks (2 marks) were awarded to candidates that mentioned that the knitted trousers keep 

the child warm, it stretches, easy to put on and take off, it is breathable, and allows for movement.   

6c. Few candidates obtained full marks (3 marks) indicating that the jersey/ball point and the stretch 

needles were good because for to sew knitted fabric a round edged needle is better and the sewing 

would be easier.   

6d.  A good number of candidates were awarded the full marks (1 mark) as they argued that hands 

should be dry, not pressing the sewing machine pedal, checking that the needle is the right one and 

not rusty or damaged.   

6e.  Correct answers indicated that stitches B and C are ideal for knitted fabrics as they are neat and 

give way or they would not let the fabric fray.   

6f. Few candidates indicated that the French seam is best and out of them only two gave a 

reasonable justification why it is good. 

6g. Full marks (1 mark) were awarded to candidates that suggested sewing a couple of stitches in 

reverse at the end of the seam, using zig-zag or overlock stitching or using a French seam.  

6h. Many candidates did not label the changes on the diagram. No marks were awarded either 

because they did not attempt the question or indicated that at the fly there should be a zip which the 

diagram already indicated that there is a zip or they have suggested a type of fabric. 
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6i. Few candidates identified a blended fabric like cotton/polyester and gave a valid reason for its use 

such as the fabric will be more hard-wearing and comfortable.  The rest ignored that the fabric asked 

was a blended one.   

 

Question 7 

7a. The majority of the candidates were awarded full marks (1 mark) and they indicated that it is 

related to when a designer puts ideas together about a theme. 

7b. Very few candidates read the question well and realised that the question was about designing 

caps and scarves for boys.   

7c. Almost half of the candidates got full marks (1 mark) as they mentioned that colours, highlighters 

or embossed articles should be used.   

7d. The majority of the candidates did not attempt the question. 

7e. The advantages for clothes shops were mostly related to the fact that one can see, feel and try 

the item while for online stores, the advantages were mostly related to variety in colours, sizes, 

cheaper cost and it is easy to buy from. Many lost marks because they gave a disadvantage instead 

of an advantage. 

7f. The most popular methods of payment given were either pay by cash, cheque or debit/credit 

cards.  One needs to point out on the importance of writing the word cheque properly and in clarifying 

whether a card is a debit or a credit card rather than giving the name of a debit/credit card.    

7g. For part (i), candidates claimed that it is important to sign it because shop assistants check the 

signature and to personalise it.  For part (ii) those who gave a correct indicated that in case the card 

gets lots, no one would be able to steal money from the card. 

 

Question 8 

8a. Full marks (1 mark) were awarded to candidates that indicated that it is a technique how to dye a 

fabric and creating patterns on a fabric using wax and fabric paints.  

8b. The performance in this part was satisfactory.  

8c. Candidates who obtained half a mark identified the brushes, but none of the candidates identified 

the tjanting.   

8d. The majority of the candidates were awarded full marks (2 marks) as they explained that for (i) 

one should wear gloves, stay away from the cauldron, do not fill the cauldron too much or to stay 

away from the liquid because of the steam.  For question (ii), candidates explained that one should 

not leave the iron too much on the fabric on the same spot, to touch it carefully from the handle and to 

regulate the temperature well before using it.  It is recommended that candidates would not give the 

same reason for two questions 

8e. Full marks were awarded to candidates that identified that cotton is better than polyester for batik 

because it is more absorbent.   

8f. Few candidates did not explain themselves well.  There were a number of candidates who were 

not awarded marks as they did not give a relevant answer. 

8g. Few candidates indicated that yellow and blue are primary colours while green and orange are 

secondary colours. The majority were not awarded any marks.  
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8h. The majority of the candidates were not awarded any marks as they did not show a pattern of a tie 

or a bow tie, did not do any labelling and did not indicate any complementary colours. 

8i. The most common examples of hand embroidery stitches were chain stitch, cross stitch, blanket 

stitch, lazy daisy stitch and fly stitch.   

8j. The majority were not awarded any marks either because they did not attempt the question or they 

did not explain themselves well so that a valid answer can be counted. 

Chairperson 
2017 Examination Panel 


