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General Statistics 
 

The table below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2018 session of the examination. 

 
Table 1: Distribution of grades 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 2 5 3 2 3 - - 4 0 19 

PAPER B - - - 3 5 6 5 12 2 33 

TOTAL 2 5 3 5 8 6 5 16 2 52 

% OF 

TOTAL 
3.8 9.6 5.8 9.6 15.4 11.5 9.6 30.8 3.8 100.0 

General Comment by Markers 
 

Paper 1 

Question 1a:  Generally, the candidates answered the question well. It should be remarked 

that for the back yoke the candidates had to label the back top part of the jacket not the seam. 

The yoke is a whole pattern piece not a seam.   

Question 1b:  Many correct answers were given accordingly. Most answers were related to 

adding strength, comfort, as a design feature, to give a better fit, to give more support and to 

give style to the garment. However, answers such as decorative or neat lack explanation to 

what the candidate has in mind. So it is recommended that the candidates will explain a bit 

their answers more fully.  

Question 1c: Very few candidates got the answer incorrect.  Many indicated that top stitching 

is mostly used to reinforce the garment, to improve the aesthetics as part of the design 

features, and for the fabric pieces to be secured. 

Question 1d: Most candidates replied correctly by indicating that the garment had a casual 

style. 

Question 1e: Candidates should label in pen. Only one third of the candidates obtained full 

marks in this question. Many responses related to pattern pieces were inadequate and confused 

the front and back pieces of the sleeve. Others mixed front and back yoke and front and back 

pieces since the front yoke, like any front bodice pattern, has a deeper curvature. Moreover, 

since the front yoke is longer, the front piece will look shorter. 

Questions 1f-1g: Many answers were explained clearly, showing reasoning.  

Questions 1f: Many responses to part (f) were difficult to understand, however marks were 

awarded when the general meaning could be understood. Responses should have indicated that 

when the pattern piece is on a fold, the garment piece would be without a seam.  
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Question 1g: For part (g i), many referred to durability and to buying the right texture for the 

intended use, for part (g ii) many gave answers which were too short and lacked clarity. 

Candidates were expected to consider whether fabric was checked or with a pile, to measure 

the length of the garment and check the width of the fabric.  

Question 1h:  Some candidates tried to define the terms instead of giving a guideline that 

should be followed. 

Question 1i:  Some answers did not include the reasoning behind the answer given.  

Question 1j: The answers to this part were generally correct; such as checking that the place 

is not humid and mould free and checking that the garment is clean and some suggested 

hanging the garment in a wardrobe. 

Question 2a:  Very few candidates got the correct answer. Candidates need to be more familiar 

with pattern pieces and how to do alterations. 

Question 2b: Quite some candidates obtained full marks, but there were also many who 

confused some steps. 

Question 2c: The majority of the candidates gave a good answer. When two marks are 

allotted, two points are usually expected in the answer. 

Question 2d: Some responses indicated familiarity with both types of interfacing. Complete or 

full answers/sentences are expected. For instance, writing ‘neat’ or ‘takes time’ are incomplete 

answers. 

Question 2e: Many candidates stated that it should be cut along the grain but left the reason 

out while others attempted this part weakly.  

Question 3a: Some candidates got the right answer. 

Question 3b: Different figure types were identified by the candidates, but once the reasoning 

was good, the answer was accepted as correct. Few candidates got this question incorrect, 

giving an answer which was totally out of point. 

Question 3c: Only one candidate knew what had to be done. Responses indicated lack of 

practice on tracing paper how to adjust pattern pieces. Many answers showed lack of 

understanding of pattern pieces and the shape they will take when they are sewn. Many 

candidates gave an answer which was out of point. 

Question 3d: Many candidates gave a good answer such as silk, linen or satin. Others gave an 

appropriate fabric for the evening such as cotton and polycotton. 

Question 3e: Answers for this part were considered correct provided the reasoning given was 

adequate. 
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Question 3f: Very few candidates gave a good answer. Candidates need to be more prepared 

for problem-solving situations. Writing a one-word answer should be discouraged as it will not 

fully explain the reasoning. 

Question 3g: Responses indicated lack of understanding of the term ‘fastening’, but answers 

including; button, zip, ribbon, hook and eye or invisible clip/button were marked as correct 

provided the reasoning was correct. 

Question 4a: Some candidates indicated that the skirt was a flare skirt. Candidates giving full-

circle as an answer, which was counted as correct, were awarded the allotted marks.  

Question 4b: Many answered that the sleeve was a long set-in sleeve or dropped sleeve. 

Question 4c: Many candidates gave good answers in terms of using the right thread and 

needle, being careful when to cut the fabric because velvet marks, and jersey stretches. Some 

gave answers which were incomplete such as ‘cut carefully’. One is expected to explain such 

answers. 

Question 4d: Many candidates answered correctly that the velvet jersey should be ironed from 

the wrong side to prevent damage to the pile. 

Question 4e: Many candidates did not attempt this question. Very few candidates indicated that 

a plain seam with zig-zag or overlock is suitable for the velvet jersey. It should be noted that 

when explaining how to sew a seam, candidates should identify the right/wrong sides of the 

fabric that are put together, as well as pinning, tacking, sewing, pressing and neatening of the 

seam. 

Question 4f: Some candidates indicated the pattern marking clearly and correctly on the 

diagram whereas others did not attempt. While the question asked the candidates to ‘explain 

how’ the pattern marking will be used, many candidates just stated ‘it is to show the grain’ 

which does answer the question. It should be noted that candidates should refrain from writing 

‘it’ for everything as the examiners would not be able to identify what the candidate is referring 

to. Some candidates stated that notches are used to reduce bulkiness. On pattern pieces, 

notches are used to indicate where the pattern pieces should be matched. When sewing, 

notches are mostly used to ease curvatures. To reduce bulkiness, one should layer the seam 

allowances. Many candidates showed that they were not familiar with the symbols and their use 

as the answers were totally out of point. 

Question 4g: Many responses indicated poor understanding of the shape of a facing.  

Question 4h: None of the candidates got this question completely correct.  

Question 5a: Few candidates matched the diagrams correctly and even less indicated that 

there is no need of remedy to the tension of the sewing machine when the upper thread and 

bobbin thread are balanced. 
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Question 5b: Most candidates gave correct answers in terms of incorrect needle, thread for 

fabric or threading. 

Question 6a: Many candidates gave correct answers such as attaching applique, buttons, 

sequence and creating felt flowers and decorative stitches. Answers should include the verbs, 

that is, rather than writing ‘applique’ candidates should write attach/sew applique. 

Question 6b: Some candidates understood the question as how to join two pieces of bias strips 

together, others how to join the bias strip to the apron. Provided the points were in order and 

correct, full marks were awarded. Some candidates did not attempt the question, while others 

performed poorly. 

Question 6c: Most candidates gave two correct answers. However, candidates should vary their 

answers and avoid mentioning flowers and nature as different points since flowers are part of 

nature. Using a mood board, the internet, pictures, real flowers and images of flowers were 

good answers. 

Question 6d: Most candidates gave good answers. 

Question 6e: Wool and polyester are not recommended for collages. Wool is thick and 

polyester does not absorb dyes easily. It should be noted that calico and denim are cotton 

fabrics and thus cannot be given as two separate answers. Cotton and felt were the best 

answers. Most of the answers were valid ones. 
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Paper 2 A & B 

Question 1a: In Paper A, most of the candidates did four examples of natural sources of fibres. 

Yet, in the examples of regenerated and synthetic fibres, candidates listed the names 

‘regenerated’ and ‘synthetic’ instead of giving the demanded the examples. 

In Paper B, most of the candidates did the correct answers. 

Question 1b: In Paper A, the majority of the candidates explained well the difference between 

natural and manmade fibres. In Paper B, few candidates did not manage to explain the 

difference in the length and colour. 

Question 1c (i): Some of the candidates answered the question incorrectly, giving the types, not 

examples, of regenerated and synthetic fibres. 

Question 1c (ii): Only one candidate answered correctly this question. The majority listed 

plants. 

In Paper B, nearly all candidates underlined the correct answer. 

Question 2a (i): Nearly all candidates mentioned cotton plant, not cotton boll. 

Question 2a (ii): The majority of the candidates did not know the technical names of the 

production of cotton.  

In Paper B, candidates had to put the steps of the production in order and the majority of the 

candidates did not get the question completely correct. 

Question 2b: The diagram was very helpful for the candidates and they managed to explain well 

the difference under microscopic view. 

Question 2c: Most of the candidates gave the correct answers. 

Question 2d (i): Nearly all candidates knew the meaning of organic cotton. 

Question 2d (ii): The majority of the candidates drew the right logo. 

Question 2e (i): Not all the candidates knew the properties of bamboo fibres. 

Question 2e (ii): Most of the candidates managed to answer the question correctly. 

In Paper B, some of the candidates managed to mention one item made from bamboo fibres.  

Question 3a: The majority of responses indicated lack of awareness that acrylic resembles wool. 

Question 3b: Few candidates knew the tradenames for acrylic. 

Question 3c: Not all the candidates gave the right examples of textile items. 

Question 3d: In this question the majority of the candidates filled in the care label symbol well. 

Question 3e: Few candidates managed to give the correct answer. 
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Question 3f: Answers related to this question indicated lack of awareness that to test for 

resilience one needs to do the stretch and recovery test. Most of the candidates did not know 

the word ‘resilience’ so they got confused. Those candidates who chose the right experiment, 

drew well the equipment. 

Question 3g: Nearly all candidates managed to give a correct answer. 

Question 4a: Few candidates listed the correct answers: staple and filament fibres. Whilst in 

Paper B, the diagram given was helpful and most of them gave the correct answers. 

Question 4b: The majority of the candidates shaded well the s twist and z twist. 

Question 4c: None of the candidates managed to give the correct answer. 

Question 4d: Most of the candidates did not give the correct answer. They mentioned knitting 

and weaving. 

Question 4e: All the candidates gave the correct reasons for adding fabric finishes. However, 

not all of them filled in the table with the correct answers. 

On the other hand, in Paper B candidates had to match the fabric finish to the definition and few 

candidates got all the answers correct. The majority got two answers right. 

Question 5a: Nearly all the candidates suggested the right points before applying paint on 

fabric. 

Question 5b: Most of them suggested the right answers, some of them being more creative and 

giving other possible answers such as examples of food. 

Question 5c: The majority suggested other correct techniques, the common answer being tie 

and dye. 

Question 5d: All candidates were creative in their design of the school bag and used various 

complementary colours. However, few of them labelled their designs so they lost marks because 

of this. This applies also to Paper B. 

In Paper B, candidates had to give the type of technique shown in the picture and most of them 

answered printing instead of bock printing. 

Question 6a: Candidates listed the correct answers, some of them giving recent examples of 

local designers such as Parascandolo. This shows that they keep themselves updated in relation 

to fashion.  

In Paper B, several candidates mentioned brand names instead of fashion designers. 

Question 6b: All candidates gave the correct definition of catwalk but not for trendsetter. On the 

other hand, all of them mentioned two correct celebrity trendsetters and explained well the role 

of street fashion. 
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Question 6c: Candidates gave correct answers. 

Question 6d: All of the candidates, in both papers, explained most of the factors. 

Question 6e: candidates found this question a bit difficult. None of them answered all the 

question well. 

Question 6f: candidates, except few, knew what impulsive buying is and gave the right 

suggestions. Whereas in Paper B, the majority did not know what impulsive buying is. 

Question 7a: Not all candidates gave the right answers. They mentioned brand names, 

especially in Paper B. 

Question 7b: None of the candidates got all the answers correct. One answer which was widely 

mentioned among the candidates was perfume. 

Question 7c: Most of them gave the right tips on how to wash a silk dress. 

Question 7d: All candidates gave correct answers. 

Question 7e: The majority, in both papers, did not give the right precautions, most of them 

wrote that one should choose the correct temperature and detergent whilst the most important 

precautions were to act immediately, wash in cold water and to wash the area separately. 
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