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Part 1 – Statistical Information 
 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2018 session of the examination. This 

practically conforms to the classical normal Gaussian distribution and is similar to that of the 

May 2017 session. The major difference is that there is a significantly lower number of 

candidates who obtained a B grade. 

 
TABLE 1 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 8 8 25 17 14 13 13 98 

% OF TOTAL 8.2 8.2 25.5 17.3 14.3 13.3 13.3 100 

 

 

Table 2 shows how candidates opted for questions during the examination and the average 

grades that were obtained for each question. Please note that the maximum mark for each 

question was 20. Candidates were bound to choose one question from each section and one 

other question from any section. Question 9, which dealt with climate change and sea level rise, 

proved to be the most popular choice having been chosen by 71 students. The mode for this 

question was 12 marks. Questions 1, 5, 8, and 12 proved to be the least popular within their 

respective sections. 

 
 

TABLE 2 
 

 Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 

Question 
Number 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Number of 

attempted 
questions 

9 26 60 52 13 43 48 8 71 17 69 8 

Average  
marks 
obtained 

 
11 

 
13 

 
13 

 
12 

 
11 

 
11 

 
11 

 
14 

 
12 

 
14 

 
12 

 
13 

Mode (most 
common 

mark 
obtained) 

 
14 

 
12 

 
17 

 
12 

 
9 

 
10 

 
11 

 
17 

 
12 

 
16 

 
12 

 
11 

 

Table 2 shows that students tended to score rather evenly in all sections but there was a 

noticeable dip in Section 2 (Human Geography). It is interesting to note that the highest mode 

values were obtained in Questions 3 (Continental Drift) and 8 (Sewage treatment). More details 

are provided in Part 2 of this report. 
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Part 2 – Detailed Comments Regarding Students’ Performance 

Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes 

Question 1 

A limited number of candidates chose to answer this question.  

a. The majority of candidates were able to complete the labels of the diagram.  

b. The candidates could define the acronym ITCZ, however, the majority could not correctly 

explain how it is formed. Most candidates failed to explain that it is an area of low 

pressure where the trade winds of the northern and southern hemispheres come 

together.  

c. This proved to be a challenging question for most candidates. Some candidates 

mentioned that there would be no winds and no gravity. Some candidates confused the 

ITCZ with either the effect of the Coriolis force or of the jet stream. Few candidates 

mentioned that aircrafts flying through an active ITCZ will probably encounter hazards 

such as turbulence and lightning. 

Question 2 

a. Candidates earned the majority of marks in part (a). The majority gave a good 

description of the drainage basin hydrological cycle and nearly all candidates included an 

annotated diagram. 

b. Many candidates did not correctly explain how global warming can influence the drainage 

basin hydrological cycle. Candidates limited their response to either flooding or to the 

drainage basin drying up. They failed to explain and discuss their response in detail. 

Question 3 

This Question was the most popular question in section 1. 

a. Most of the responses were correct and candidates showed good knowledge of 

Wegener’s theory of continental drift. A good number of candidates performed well and 

scored high marks.   

b. Nearly all candidates provided two pieces of evidence that support the theory of 

continental drift. 

Section 2: Human Geographical Processes 

Question 4 

A good number of candidates chose to answer this question.   

a. Most gave a correct explanation of the term urbanisation. Candidates should be able to 

distinguish between terms such as rural to urban migration and urbanisation.   

b. In this sub question, candidates mostly referred to employment and education 

opportunities as factors that lead to urbanisation. Candidates should be able to 

distinguish questions which ask for a description, discussion or just listing of factors. In 

this case some candidates failed to discuss these factors and limited their response to a 

simple list. 

c. Candidates mostly provided a simple list without discussion. 

Question 5 

Few candidates chose to answer this question. Candidates failed to distinguish between factors 

that are useful when planning the location of the industries which was referred to in sub 

question (a) and the advantages of grouping industries referred to in sub question (b). A few 

responses referred to tourism as a manufacturing industry. Responses in (c) were limited to 

reducing pollution and improving the environment, failing to describe how this reduction can 

occur and how to improve the environment specifically with regards to the appearance of such 

locations. 
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Question 6 

Overall the responses were correct, with candidates describing the annual growth rate and 

world population figures by referring to Fig 2 illustrating clearly the difference between the two. 

A few responses failed to recognise the difference between the two terms. In sub question (b) 

responses were vague and required more specific detail.  Some responses went at a tangent 

without clearly stating candidate’s opinion and claim. Responses need to be specific and require 

a reasonably good proficiency in the English language in order to be understood. 

 

Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship 

Question 7 

a. Overall most candidates provided a correct definition of the term ‘deforestation’. 

b. The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 

c. Answers to this part of the question were generally correct, with slash and burn, logging, 

cattle ranching and the building of the Trans-Amazonian highway being the most 

common answers. 

d. Whilst overall correct listings of how deforestation can influence climate change were 

given, some failed to explain these in detail. 

 

Question 8 

This Question proved to be the least popular in this section; with only 7 candidates opting to 

answer it.  

a. A number of candidates could not name the location of two sewage treatment plants in 

Malta and Gozo. 

b. Most candidates responded correctly.   

c. Generally the candidates answered the question correctly and were able to provide a 

detailed response. 

 

Question 9 

This was a very popular question.   

a. A good number of candidates answered correctly. Some did not provide three human 

actions. 

b. Thermal expansion was rarely mentioned, while the melting of ice caps was pointed out 

by all candidates. 

c. Almost all candidates answered this question correctly. Bangladesh, Malta, Venice and 

New York were the most popular answers. 

d. Many candidates focused their discussion on the use of renewable sources. 
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Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork Skills 

Question 10 

Very few candidates attempted this question. From those who answered it, good examples were 

given but responses required more detail in sub question (b).   

Question 11 

A very popular question which included some good responses to sub question (a). Some 

answers failed to attribute the readings to a Mediterranean Climate. Candidates should be able 

to illustrate this data in a climatic graph. Most of the candidates who obtained low marks 

demonstrated that they were unable to do so. It was evident that very few candidates grasped 

how a climatic graph is built and labelled; with quite a number triying to plot rainfall vs 

temperature resulting in an unreadable graph.    

 

Question 12 

Few candidates chose this question but, in general, they provided good descriptions and 

explanations of the Nearest Neighbour Index. Candidates who did not fair well in this question,  

did not understand how to work out this technique. 

 

General Remarks 
1. Many candidates did not write the number of the questions answered in the space 

provided on the front page of the scripts. 

2. Many candidates still seem unable to express themselves coherently in English.  

3. Some still lack the ability to produce a well-structured essay. 

4. Many candidates cannot express themselves in a consistent and logical manner.    

5. Some candidates’ handwriting was difficult to read.  

6. Some candidates were too brief in their answers. 

7. Some students failed to take note of the marks allotted to each question. The marks 

provide some indication of the level of detail required in the answer. 

 

 

Chairperson 

Examiners’ Panel 2018 

 


