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GRADE A B C D E F ABS Total 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 2 2 5 5 2 15 0 31 

% OF TOTAL 6.45 6.45 16.13 16.13 6.45 48.39 0.00 100 

 

Introduction 
 

2018 was the sixth year that the subject was offered at Intermediate Level. The number of 

candidates sitting for the exam decreased slightly in comparison to last year.  

The syllabus was developed slightly for 2018. The main change being in Part 2. In previous 

years, the practical element consisted of a solo performance and a group performance, each 

carrying 20% of the final mark. As from 2018, the practical element now consists solely of a 

group performance. Part 1 consisted of the same periods in Theatre history, the same marks 

weightings, but minor changes in the headings of each section. These changes resulted in an 

overall more streamlined syllabus for the Intermediate level. 

As in previous years, candidates were able to qualify for grades A-E ONLY if they satisfied the 

markers in both Part 1 and Part 2 of the exam. This fact once again proved to be a determining 

factor for a number of candidates. As a general assessment, it must be stated that once again, 

candidates were considerably stronger in the practical element than in the written element. 

Indeed, 17 out of 31 candidates did not satisfy the examiners in the written element (Part 1). 

Part 1 
 

As a general comment regarding Part 1, the examiners noted that candidates’ ability to answer 

specific questions in a structured and convincing way was poor. In far too many cases, 

candidates simply reproduced general knowledge that they would have studied, as opposed to 

applying that knowledge in a way that successfully answers a specific question. An ability to 

answer a specific question, using one’s acquired knowledge on the topic as a general framework 

within which to formulate one’s answer is a key skill that was lacking in the work of far too 

many candidates.  

Many of the answers in the written section were either out of point or did not answer the 

specific question. Examiners also felt that general writing skills were lacking. In many cases, 

answers did not contain convincing introductions or conclusions. In some cases, only a 

superficial level of knowledge of the subject matter was noted. Candidates are reminded that 

when using specific play texts as examples, it is not enough to simply give a synopsis of the 

text. Clearly, texts are to be used as relevant examples.  

On a positive note, there were a few candidates who did manage to display a good grasp of the 

subject matter, as well as an ability to apply their knowledge in order to answer the specific 

question. 

Part 2  
 

As outlined above, this year Part 2 consisted solely of a group performance. It could be argued 

that this may have benefitted certain candidates who would perhaps not have fared so well in a 

solo performance. Nonetheless, examiners were satisfied with the quality of the majority of 

group performances. 

 

As in previous years, candidates fared much better in Part 2 than in Part 1. In general, marks 

were extremely satisfactory. The vast majority of candidates passed Part 2 quite comfortably.  
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Conclusion 
 

It must be noted that the number of candidates failing this exam increased over last year (15 

out of 31 as opposed to 10 out of 45 last year). As well as refined performance skills and a 

general understanding of theatre events and the work of theatre practitioners and playwrights 

in different historical periods, candidates are also expected to display sound analytical skills. 

Teachers and educators are encouraged to give due weight to this when preparing candidates 

for this examination.  
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Examination Panel 2018 
 

 


