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Teacher education has remained aloof from the painful lived experiences associated with 
statelessness, exile, displacement, refugeedom, asylum seeking, and resettlement which 
mark the human condition in our time. In the face of these lived experiences, states have 
erected militarized borders into lethal spaces, equipped with technological and 
administrative vigour and determination to keep those perceived as “invaders” or 
“security risk” at the City’s gates. In Giorgio Agamben’s (1998) words, these ‘biopolitical 
borders’ (p. 94) are dotted with the power to suspend life, to delineate life from death, 
and to reduce life to ‘bare life’. For many educators and policymakers, these lived 
experiences are reified. They are primarily relegated to the domain of politics, geopolitics, 
and international law, with only peripheral technical consideration given to their 
implications for teacher education programs. When addressed, the lived experiences of 
stateless and displaced people are engaged in the guise of humanitarian and emergency 
responses, international aid, and development packages, at best.  
 
In this address, I approach statelessness, displacement, migratory flows, and the 
emergence of biopolitical borders in terms of their pedagogic implications for teacher 
education programs. I emphasize the need to conceive of these lived experiences as 
cornerstones in the strategic articulation of an approach to teacher education that 
considers teaching beyond the conundrums of exclusivist notions of state, market, and 
citizenship, and beyond the colonizing discourses associated with humanitarian 
international aid and development packages. I reflect on what this articulation would 
entail for teacher education programs both within the Global North and the Global South. 
My aim is to call for an engagement of teacher education programs with pedagogies that 
go beyond discourses of social justice, diversity, multiculturalism, and anti-racism 
education towards pedagogies anchored in strategic human solidarities. 
 


