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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 

The table shows the number of candidates who sat for the Italian examination at Advanced Level in the first 

session 2019, together with the tallies of grades obtained and figures reported for the examinations held in 

2017 and 2018. 

 

 
May 2017 % May 2018 % May 2019 % 

Candidates 108 100 102 100 95 100 

Grades A-E 82 75.9 78 76.5 67 70.5 

Grades A-C 54 50.0 48 47.1 53 55.8 

Failed 17 15.7 19 18.6 9 9.5 

Grade A 12 11.1 8 7.8 7 7.4 

Grade B 15 13.9 10 9.8 11 11.6 

Grade C 27 25.0 30 29.4 35 36.8 

Grade D 16 14.8 18 17.6 8 8.4 

Grade E 12 11.1 12 11.8 6 6.3 

Absent 9 8.3 5 4.9 19 20 

Table 1: Grades obtained by candidates in 2017, 2018 and 2019 

One should look first and foremost at the number of absentees which shows a remarkable drop of candidates 

sitting for Italian at Advanced Level: although the number of applicants was quite close to that of previous 

years, in reality only 76 candidates turned up for the exam, including one candidate who did only the 

aural/oral section and another one who missed only this same section.  

The examinees did better than in previous years because grades B and C show a strong increase while there 

was a decrease in those obtaining grades D and E. Infact the percentage of those obtaining Grades A–C went 

up by 8.7%, while Grades A-E had a fall of 6%. This tendency was confirmed by the perecentage of failures 

that was reduced by half when compared to that of 2018.   

B. COMMENTS ON PAPERS I - IV 
 

Paper I: Oral Component; Dictation and Listening comprehension 

 

75 candidates sat for the oral component, out of which 53 scored over 50% in the Dictation (22 candidates 

failed in this exercise) and 56 in the Listening Comprehension (19 candidates failed).    

It is worth noting that the number of failures in the Dictation is higher than in the Listening Comprehension. 

Considering that the listening skill will be more useful than the writing one in the life of most of these 

candidates, this is not so worrying. However, one must bear in mind that this is an Advanced Level 

examination and this detail becomes a warning signal; also because it indicates that these candidates feel 

unprepared for this component.  
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Here are some major failings in the Dictation:  

 Several failures to obey the A capo instruction; 

 Idem for Aprite le virgolette; 

 Not using the capital letter at the beginning of a sentence. 

It is evident that candidates need more training in this type of task. 

In the Listening Comprehension, answers were mostly telegraphic ones which often leave doubts as to 

whether there was real comprehension of text. Many did not heed the instruction Spiega in 40 parole (Q.4), 

writing even an extra 40 words. A number of these paragraphs were really garbled, incoherent and at times 

even incomprehensible. 

 

Paper II: Essay and Language Exercises 

 

Essay  

 

The title mostly chosen was number 2 (the introspective one) followed by title 4 (safeguarding the 

environment). The least one chosen was title 3 (magicians). By their choice candidates remained in their 

comfort zone although there is the need, that at least at Advanced Level, they learn to express themselves 

on other topics. 

Title 2 is an affective task, meaning that it requires the candidates to express own beliefs and opinions.  At a 

morphological level, at least some subjunctive verbs should have been used or even the conditional.   

Apart from complex morphological aspects, one also expects a high level accuracy of prepositions, articles 

etc. and even regular, common words should be spelled correctly, while a wider range of vocabulary is 

expected. With regards to structure and format, there are still candidates who need to work on the use of 

secure and accurate paragraphs, although many showed a good level of planning. The ones with poor 

planning had repeating ideas and no adequate conclusions. Moreover, at times, the communicative 

achievement is not as desired, and most sentences and whole paragraphs end up in confused statements.   

More work needs to be done with regard the writing skills since most candidates fall in the bottom ranges. 

The fault to this is the minimal control of common structures and vocabulary associated with the Advanced 

Level. This is how candidates scored in the essays: 

Language Exercises 

 

The average mark was rather unsatisfactory and only 15 candidates reached the 60% level in this 

grammar/language task. Six of these, however, really excelled in this task, obtaining quite a high mark while 

a number of others fared well in another part of the test much less demanding. It must be pointed out that 

these grammar tasks are very appropriate to test the candidates’ language ability. 

Exercise 1: A high percentage of candidates answered correctly in the conjugation of verbs, though some, 

apparently, found grammar an issue and at times confusing even the verbal mood with the tense.  
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Exercise 2: The great majority of candidates successfully transformed the first four sentences from direct to 

indirect speech. In the last sentence (i.e. letter f), practically everyone wrote Lucio disse che fra due giorni…  

except for one candidate who gave the correct answer. 

Exercise 3: Most candidates answered this part of the test in an appropriate manner. Some, however, gave 

an incorrect answer to the adjectival form of Mozambico; others completely mistook the last part of the 

exercise.  

Exercise 4: This exercise on combined personal pronouns (direct/indirect object) is one of the assignments 

expected by candidates. In fact, almost everyone answered correctly. 

Paper III: Summary and written comprehension 

 

Section A: Summary  

 

A good percentage of candidates reached a high level of competence in this section of the examination. 

Besides including all the most important ideas, these candidates wrote an effective and well-structured 

summary.  

Others, however, presented an incoherent version of the précis introducing at times unnecessary details and 

using disjointed sentences. In some cases, candidates copied whole phrases from the set text although, in 

the heading above the set passage, instructions in bold type were given recommending to avoid such 

procedure. There were others that gave an elaborate interpretation of the passage rather than a summary.  

In some instances, candidates included also rhetorical questions and in a couple of cases, even direct speech; 

some still divided the précis in as many paragraphs as there were in the extract. Furthermore, others 

committed so many grammatical and vocabulary mistakes that it was quite difficult to understand the 

written account.         

Section B: Written Comprehension  

 

The passage was of an appropriate level - vocabulary, syntax and content - and the questions were quite 

easy. Nevertheless, the overall performance was quite weak.  

The  following are the questions which presented some difficulty: 

 Letter e, very few gave a decent answer. Candidates seem to have found it difficult to explain per i 

puristi, finalmente una gioia; 

 Letter g (i), many did not answer it clearly, most probably because they did not understand the word 

lascito; 

 Letter i, many examinees did not have sufficient vocabulary to render correctly 

 orrore, disprezzati, gastronomia, and gave answers which were only partially 

 correct. Many were not too sure about the expression fuori sede.  
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Paper IV: Anthology and the Novel 
 

Section A – Anthology 

 

The candidates’ answers demonstrated a global grasp of the most important features and the key elements 

of Italian works proposed by the syllabus even though several mistakes clearly showed their difficulties with 

contextualizing the texts. The lack of historical and literary knowledge and background play a very negative 

part in their performance.  

The analysis of the texts was generally satisfactory and the knowledge level, with some exceptions, appears 

to be on the increase when compared to last year.  

The effort to grasp the different literary styles and genres was generally satisfactory, particularly in light of 

the fact that the candidates’ exposure to Italian literature has been quite limited before following the course 

at Advanced Level. A recurrence of grammatical errors and orthographical mistakes highlight the need for 

candidates to hone their writing skills.  

Section B – TABUCCHI / BASSANI / TOMASI DI LAMPEDUSA (novel) 

 

Compared to last year’s exam, there was a slight improvement in the candidates’ overall performance. 

However, the most striking issue is the overall poor level of Italian. The majority of the 75 candidates who 

sat for the exam found it extremely difficult to express themselves in the target language. It is worrying that 

candidates studying at Advanced Level are still not in a position to write coherent sentences, conjugate verbs 

(some still find it difficult even to use the present tense), use the right vocabulary and put accents where 

required.Out of 75 candidates, 64 managed to obtain a pass mark in this section (5 marks or more).  

A good number of candidates lack an eye for detail. In their answers they are very generic and simply narrate 

a summary of the plot. A number of essays also lacked the requested relevant information. 

Only a handful of candidates managed to write a coherent essay, both from a content as well as from a 

linguistic point of view. 

C. Concluding Comments 
 

The candidates sitting for Italian at Advanced Level continue to decrease as the trend has shown during the 

last years. The performance of this year was not very different from the previous years although there has a 

slight positive shift from Grades D and E to Grade C. The most strikng fact in this session was the remarkable 

increase in the candidates who did not turn up for the exam, with a 4.9% absentees in May 2018 going up 

to 20% in the last session.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019 


