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 STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
This year the MATSEC board cancelled the Main (May) session in view of the situation created by the Covid-

19 pandemic. Candidates who had registered for the SEC Main Session were awarded a SEC Level 3 or 2 or 

Not Awarded. The award was based on the results achieved in the school mock examinations. This award 

did not prohibit candidates from registering to sit for the exam in the September session where both Paper 

A and Paper B options were offered.  

This process resulted in the lowest turnout for the exam and an even bigger fail and absenteeism rate in 

years. 394 candidates sat for the exam and out of these, slightly less than a quarter of the candidates failed 

the exam and almost 30 percent were absent. Less than 30 percent of the candidates managed to obtain a 

Grade 5 or better. Candidates’ performance ranged from excellent to poor.   

The table below summarises the distribution of grades for Paper A and B for the SEC English Literature 2020. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 17 20 35 31 22   49 58 232 

PAPER B    11 13 25 11 43 59 162 

TOTAL 17 20 35 42 35 25 11 92 117 394 

% OF TOTAL 4.3 5.1 8.9 1.7 8.9 6.3 2.8 23.4 29.7 100 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for English Literature Special September Session 2020 

 Paper I 

SECTION A - UNSEEN POEM 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Pat Mora’s ‘Ode to Teachers’ is a poem that praises a teacher’s efforts to help a student come out of her 

shell and reach her full potential. Most candidates understood the main gist of the poem. They evidenced 

an understanding of the student-teacher relationship and recognised the importance of the teacher’s 

positive influence on the student. It is unfortunate that, once again, a number of candidates failed to earn 

full marks in the more challenging questions which required close reference to the poem and a degree of 

critical thinking.  

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

Question 1 

The large majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 

Question 2 

a) Most of the candidates answered this question correctly with a disappointing number misspelling the 

word ‘simile’. 

b) Most candidates wrote good analyses. Some limited their answer to the comparison without explaining 

its effectiveness.  

Question 3 

Only a few candidates earned full marks in the question. Most failed to explain the effective use of the direct 

speech and merely paraphrased the cited words. 
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Question 4 

a) A good number of candidates scored full marks in this question. Some, however, mistakenly interpreted 

placing the ‘me’ on a separate line as evidence of the importance given to the speaker. 

b) Most candidates quoted the correct line of the poem. It must be remarked that a good number did not 

quote the entire line as requested. 

Question 5 

Only a handful of candidates were awarded full marks in this question. In the majority of cases, candidates 

failed to comment on the interchangeable use of the said pronouns.  

Question 6 

The majority of candidates scored full marks on this question.   

Question 7 

Most candidates correctly identified and explained at least one type of power. The most common types of 

power identified were those of the teacher in her ability to change the pupil’s attitude and behaviour and 

the power of faith and courage which brought about the student’s newly found confidence.   

Question 8 

a) Only a handful of candidates obtained full marks on this question which required candidates to ‘identify’ 

the ‘type of images’ used. Though nearly all the candidates attempted this question most of them failed 

to mention the actual device used. 

b) Most candidates once again failed to comment on the effective use of the above devices in relation to 

the speaker’s feelings. 

Question 9 

Most candidates commented on the change that occurs in the poem without difficulty. However, they did 

this without supporting their answer with the devices used to convey this change. On a more positive note, 

it must be remarked that there were a number of excellent responses in which candidates paused to remark 

on the use of figures of speech, direct speech, change in mood and tone as well as the use of longer lines at 

the close of the poem.  

  

SECTION B - UNSEEN PROSE 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

This year’s unseen prose was an extract from Menna van Praag’s ‘The Dress Shop of Dreams’. The extract 

opens with a flashback to the time when the protagonist, Walt, was four years old and had three experiences 

which were to last him a lifetime. These were: his first visit to a bookshop which nurtured his love for books, 

his first and only love, Cora, and his first utterance in four years. The narrative moves forward to Walt’s late 

teens and when he turned twenty and was finally able to fulfil his dreams of working in and later owning a 

bookshop. 
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A good number of candidates performed well in this section. However, marks were lost in the questions 

which required candidates to identify devices and comment on their effectiveness, such as Q. 2, 3, 7 and 8. 

It is felt that in general, candidates lack a sensitivity to language analysis. This was especially evident in the 

responses to Q. 9. Finally, a lack of proficiency in the language prevented weaker candidates from expressing 

themselves clearly and coherently. It must also be noted that in Paper B, especially, candidates manifested 

a high degree of grammatical and spelling inaccuracies. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

Question 1 

Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

Question 2 

Most candidates failed to score full marks on this question. The key word ‘how’ required candidates to refer 

to the wealth of devices used to describe the boy’s first experience in the bookshop. These included figures 

of speech such as metaphor and personification, sensory imagery and effective diction. A disappointing 

number failed to detect these devices and limited their answer to stating that it was a positive experience. 

Question 3 

Candidates fared better in this question which required the identification of two devices used in six specific 

lines.  

Question 4 

The majority of candidates scored full marks on this question. Most wrote about the fact that the long 

sentence evoked the idea of time passing and Walt being faithfully in love with Cora for all those years. Some 

others referred to the fact that the sentence depicts Walt’s love for reading as he spent entire afternoons in 

the bookshop. 

Question 5 

Most candidates answered this question correctly. They managed to point out that both father and son were 

in love with a woman with whom they could not communicate. However, a number had problems explaining 

this in clear and coherent English. A few misunderstood the question because they did not know the meaning 

of “parallelism”.  

Question 6 

The good answers linked Walt’s character to the place. Only the better candidates commented on how an 

introvert such as Walt required the safe environment of the bookshop where he could bask in the presence 

of books. Most candidates wrote that the bookshop is an ideal fit for Walt because he loved reading but they 

did not explain further.  Only a few mentioned that Walt is attracted to the magical atmosphere of books. 

Question 7 

a) Most candidates answered this part of the question correctly.  

b) This part of the question proved to be more challenging. Only a few candidates identified a literary device 

used to convey the impression they cited in a).  Most candidates merely quoted phrases from the quote 

given. 
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Question 8  

A good number of candidates correctly identified devices such as visual and tactile imagery, metaphor, 

personification and diction used. They also explained how these devices were used effectively to depict 

Walt’s love of books. A good number of candidates quoted images and figures of speech and explained their 

effect but failed to identify the devices used. The weakest candidates wrote very broad answers which 

tended to be vague and repetitive. 

Question 9 

Only a handful of candidates obtained full marks in this question which required detailed analysis of time 

with close reference to the passage. Most candidates merely provided a timeline of the highlights in Walt’s 

life, with hardly any discussion about the significance of time in the passage, and no close reference to text. 

Other answers were a paraphrase of parts of the passage. 

 

 PAPER II 

SECTION A - DRAMA 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER IIA and PAPER IIB 

The most popular play was Macbeth in both Paper A and B. Twelfth Night and Merchant of Venice were less 

popular. A View from the Bridge was also a popular choice in both Paper A and Paper B. A limited number of 

Paper A candidates answered on Dear Nobody and Kes. None of the Paper B candidates answered questions 

on Dear Nobody and there were no answers on Fast in both papers. 

A number of essays were well structured, showed a good knowledge of the play and included reference to 

the text. Others showed evidence of limited knowledge of the plays, poor linguistic competence as well as 

reference to the play. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS - PAPER IIA - DRAMA 

Question 1  

a) Most of the candidates answered correctly identifying the appropriate context in which these words were 

spoken. 

b) One answer was very good on Orsino’s idea of romantic love. The others lacked character analysis.             

c) Answers showed an awareness of the different kinds of love and the examples provided were correct. 

Question 2  

Very few candidates attempted this question. Essays were satisfactory. 

Question 3 

Once again, only a handful of candidates answered this question. The examples chosen were Sir Andrew for 

cowardice and Viola for bravery.  One answer was focussed and well written, the others were valid but 

needed development. 
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Question 4 

a) A few candidates answered this question. Candidates showed uncertainty in the first part of this question 

and did not clearly indicate the circumstances in which these words are spoken. They did, however, 

mention Portia’s help in all of this. A few failed to place the extract in the context. 

b) Answers showed limited knowledge of Portia’s solution to Bassanio’s problem. 

c) The examples of deception were valid. 

Question 5  

This was quite a popular question. Answers showed a good understanding of the play and arguments were 

supported with relevant quotes. Most answers focussed on Antonio or Shylock as male characters who treat 

others unfairly and Jessica or Portia were chosen for the female characters.  

Question 6 

Only a handful of candidates attempted this question. Most answers referred to the lack of mercy shown 

towards Shylock in particular instances especially the manner in which he is forced to convert to Christianity 

and the manner in which he also ends up without a daughter towards the end of the play. 

Question 7 

This was a very popular question. 

a) Answers to this question were good. The extract was generally well placed and sufficiently analysed. 

b) Most essays were limited to Duncan’s kindness and his trust in his subjects. Very few candidates referred 

to what other characters, including Macbeth, say about him. 

c) Some answers showed a good understanding of ambition and how it led to Macbeth’s downfall.  

Question 8 

This was not a popular choice. Candidates who attempted this question focussed mostly on the witches, and 

other supernatural elements such as Banquo’s ghost or the hallucination of the dagger. Some essays 

evidenced limited in knowledge of the elements that create confusion. 

 

Question 9 

This was the most popular choice in this section. The main keywords in the question were HOW and WHY. 

The best answers were focussed on both aspects. Candidates provided reasons for the deception which were 

backed by relevant quotes and included some personal response. Other answers showed knowledge of the 

play and included appropriate quotes but the rubric was not quite addressed.  

 

Question 10 

All answers showed a very good knowledge and understanding of the difference between Law and Justice. 

Some answers were excellent. 

Question 11 

Answers to this question were varied. The better answers were focussed, well written and structured. 
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Question 12 

Candidates showed a good knowledge of the play but answers tended to lack balance. Most candidates 

focussed mainly on Eddie’s role as a father figure, his protectiveness and his jealousy. Catherine’s 

relationship with Eddie and Beatrice’s warning to Catherine about her behaviour vis-à-vis Eddie were largely 

ignored. 

Question 13  

The handful of candidates who chose this question showed evidence of a good understanding of Fatherhood 

and remarks made were supported by close reference to the play. 

Question 14 

Only a few candidates chose this question. Answers showed a thorough knowledge of both text and 

characters, indicating how Kes was Billy’s hope in otherwise bleak surroundings.  

Question 15 

Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were generally backed up by relevant quotes.  

Question 16  

Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers showed some knowledge of both texts, however, 

they often lacked the necessary detail especially with regard to the similarities.  

Question 17 

This question was not attempted. 

 

SECTION B – POETRY 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER IIA and PAPER IIB 

Performance in this section once again ranged between excellent to poor. Some excellent essays were well-

structured and focussed evidencing thorough knowledge of the poems and great analytical skills. However, 

a good number of candidates’ performance was poor due to the fact that their answer to the poetry section 

merely consisted of two paragraphs consisting of a paraphrase or summary of the two poems chosen, with 

no direct reference to the poems being discussed.  

SPECIFIC COMMENTS – PAPER IIA  

Question 1 

This rubric was a very popular choice. Candidates had little difficulty commenting upon the theme of pride 

as it emerges in ‘The Soldier’. The personification of England as a loving mother as well as the speaker’s 

patriotic fervor were among the foci that candidates paused on to reflect upon the speaker’s pride. Edward 

Lucie-Smith’s exploration of pride in the poem ‘The Lesson’ is subtle and this proved problematic even for 

some of the very good candidates. A good number of responses erroneously remarked that the speaker of 

the poem took pride in benefitting from his father’s death. Only the more perceptive candidates focused 

primarily on the second stanza to discuss his sense of pride when he feels that all eyes are cast on him.  
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Question 2  

This rubric was also a popular choice. Most candidates wrote good essays on the ravages of time as conveyed 

in the two sonnets. They discussed some of the way in which the poets explore the effects of time on 

humanity. Some of excellent essays revealed a thorough knowledge of text and a commendable ability not 

only to use quotation to substantiate their analyses but to comment on the effectiveness of the various 

techniques adopted by Shelley and Shakespeare in their respective poems.  

Question 3 

Few candidates chose this rubric. Those who fared well selected apt poems to discuss the focus of the rubric. 

Candidates must be encouraged to choose poems carefully when they are given the choice to do so. The 

poems that lent themselves best to such a discussion were ‘Wind’ and ‘Sea Fever’ and candidates who 

discussed these poems while paying close attention to the emotional state of the speakers fared well or very 

well in the given task.   

 

SECTION C - PROSE 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER IIA and PAPER IIB 

A good number of candidates wrote well-structured essays which focussed on the selected questions. The 

essays which were awarded the best grades showed evidence of a thorough knowledge of texts and used 

relevant quotes to support the arguments made. They also included a personal reaction to the rubric in their 

discussion. Candidates who fared poorly wrote essays which lacked focus, clarity and coherence. Such essays 

failed to discuss the given rubric and at best provided a sparse and at times inaccurate summary of events.  

SPECIFIC COMMENTS – PAPER IIA 

Question 1 

Only a few candidates attempted this question. Answers were valid but unimpressive.  

Question 2 

Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were limited. One was incomplete and 

unsatisfactory. 

Question 3 

The handful of answers to this question were too vague and did not merit a pass mark. 

Question 4 

This was the least popular question. Very few candidates attempted this question. The ones who opted for 

this question tended to narrate the stories rather than discuss Dahl’s use of humour in the two stories. The 

essays were mostly a paraphrase of the two stories.  

Question 5 

This was the most popular option. The better essays distinguished between betrayal and revenge. Most 

essays offered more paraphrase than critical analysis, however, the general outcome was acceptable. Very 

few candidates supported their writing by including valid quotes. A few failed to refer to two texts thus losing 

marks for not comparing, contrasting or providing support for their preference.   
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Question 6 

It was very obvious that the majority of candidates who opted for this question possessed good knowledge 

of both stories but only a handful of candidates managed to present the stark difference between Katina 

and the landlady coherently. Answers were generally valid but unimpressively so. 

Question 7 

This was a popular question with candidates. The best essays showed evidence of very good knowledge and 

understanding of the novel. A good number of essays were supported by close reference and quotes. The 

weaker essays lacked depth and were characterised by a lack of close reference to text. 

Question 8 

Most of the answers were superficial and lacked depth. Only a few candidates showed thorough knowledge 

of the novel, kept rubric in mind throughout their essays and included a personal response. Most essays 

lapsed into the listing of the commandments with very little attempt at analysis.  

Question 9 

This question was the least popular from the three questions on Animal Farm. Most candidates seemed to 

prefer answering a question related to the tyranny of the pigs rather than one which addressed the other 

farmyard animals.  The argument that farmyard animals such as Boxer, Mollie, Clover, Benjamin and Moses 

remain trusting, passive and hardworking despite the pigs’ tyranny, and so contribute to the breakdown of 

animalism, was not well developed by the candidates. Indeed, few candidates who opted for this question 

were well prepared to refer to characters such as Boxer, Mollie, Clover, Benjamin and Moses. 

Question 10 

This was a popular question with candidates. A number of candidates showed a fairly good knowledge of the 

novel but there was a tendency to paraphrase and forget about the analytical feedback. Also, candidates 

were more eager to write about Bruno rather than Gretel, and there was very little attempt at delving deeper 

into the question.   

Question 11 

This was another popular question. Only a few candidates showed evidence of a thorough knowledge of text 

and were able to quote with ease. Most essays dealt with the compulsive urge to narrate, and offered little 

analysis.  Not surprisingly, such essays managed a basic mark. Some candidates managed to pinpoint enough 

instances which shed light on how Nazism influenced people’s lives and behaviour.  

Question 12 

This essay was a less popular option. Most candidates focussed on Bruno’s innocence but hardly commented 

on the reason why Boyne narrates the story from Bruno’s perspective. The better answers commented about 

the fact that Boyne used Bruno’s perspective to leave out complications related to the historical background. 

A few candidates also noted that it helps create the atmosphere that Bruno was on a journey of discovery. 

They referred closely to text and presented valid quotations to support their answer. 

Question 13 

The majority of candidates answering on Private Peaceful attempted this question. Generally speaking, the 

answers were valid but also rather limited.  There was little originality as few answers revolved around the 
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three main stages of how this theme is developed - the importance of religion in the family/faith in rural 

England, the wavering faith on the battlefield and consequently even loss of it at the end. Very few 

candidates offered detailed responses which deserved a high mark. The weakest answers consisted of a 

paraphrase of the novel with very little focus on the changes in Tommo’s ideas about his religious faith. 

Question 14 

This essay proved to be another popular choice. A number of candidates wrote good essays where they 

explained how despite his cognitive and physical limitations Big Joe was a very important member of the 

Peaceful family. They also referred closely to the text. Most essays, however, were predictable and limited, 

often just a shallow and repetitive attempt to highlight big Joe’s special needs without any mention of how 

the character plays an important role in the story.  

Question 15 

This option was less popular. The candidates who attempted this answer mainly limited themselves to the 

fact that the nursery rhyme was often sung by Big Joe and eventually became a point of reference for Tommo 

when he was on the battlefield, away from home. This question demanded a closer analysis of the song and 

an explanation on how it reflected various aspects of the novel. 

Question 16 

This was by far, the most popular question on Naidoo’s novel. This comes as no surprise since the theme of 

refugees is a topical one in today’s news.  Candidates felt comfortable expressing their opinions. The average 

essay was valid and incorporated a few quotes which gave depth to the essay.  Most essays showed 

understanding of the plight of refugees in all its forms, especially the loss of childhood, threat of life, loss of 

freedom and abuse. The majority of essays scored fairly well.  The high achieving candidates offered 

structured essays with the use of discourse markers which enhanced the content quality.   

Question 17 

This was a less popular choice but a number of the candidates who opted for this question wrote good essays 

on the importance of memory in the life of a refugee. The weaker essays were flat with very little emphasis 

on memory and only irrelevant paraphrase. 

Question 18 

Candidates who attempted this answer did generally well. The question allowed them to focus on two 

incidents which show the difference between what the children expected and what really happened.  Most 

selected incidents were related to the children’s experience in London. The better answers referred to the 

children’s confusion when, for example, they were constrained to act against what they were taught by their 

parents in order to survive. They also described the children’s fear and insecurity when they realised they 

couldn’t trust the people around them. Most candidates referred closely to text.  
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 PAPER IIB  

SECTION A - DRAMA 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS – PAPER IIB 

Question 1 

Only a handful of candidates answered this question and answers showed no knowledge of the play and no 

understanding of humour.  

Question 2 

This question was not a common choice amongst candidates. Answers were very weak indicating barely any 

knowledge of text and characters. Although weak references were made to Viola/Cesario, the answers could 

have been developed further. 

Question 3 

Only a few candidates answered this question. Answers showed a very limited knowledge of the play and 

did not quite address the rubric.  

Question 4 

Very few candidates attempted this question and answers were very weak indicating lack of knowledge of 

text and characters.  

Question 5 

Candidates who chose this question mostly focussed on Bassanio and the Prince of Morocco discussing the 

way they each approached Portia. Some answers were backed up by relevant references. 

Question 6 

The examples chosen were appropriate; however, answers evidenced some inaccuracies, poor expression 

and lack of development. 

Question 7 

Candidates fared quite well in this question. The better answers showed a good knowledge of the scene, 

drew the contrast between the ‘before and after’ and were also focussed on the importance of the scene. 

Question 8 

Candidates who answered this question limited their answer to the prophecies, leaving out the meaning of 

the apparitions, which was the main focus of the rubric. Other candidates did discuss the apparitions but 

their essays lacked depth and proper analysis. 

Question 9 

This was the most popular question in this section. There was a whole range of answers from satisfactory to 

weak. Good answers were structured, had an appropriate choice of scenes with the battle at the beginning 

to illustrate Macbeth’s strength and his confused state of mind before the murder as an example of 

weakness. The weak answers were dominated by poor expression, were superficial, lacked structure, and 

had some inaccuracies. 
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Question 10 

Candidates discussed the theme of obsession rather well focussing mostly on Eddie who almost masks this 

obsession by displaying it as fatherly love. This was the most common argument in the majority of answers. 

There were only minor references to other forms of obsession such as the American dream or the obsession 

with honour and reputation.  

Question 11 

The better answers showed a good understanding of the relationship between Beatrice and Catherine and 

had some personal response. The weaker ones showed limited knowledge of the play. 

Question 12 

Only a handful of candidates answered this question. Answers were satisfactory. 

Question 13 

The few candidates who chose this question had some relevant points but essays lacked the necessary depth 

and personal response.   

Question 14 

While some candidates who chose this question discussed different qualities of both Billy and Jud quite well, 

others showed very limited knowledge and understanding of the play. 

Question 15 

This question was not attempted. 

Question 16 

This question was not attempted. 

Question 17 

This question was not attempted. 

 

SECTION B – POETRY 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS – PAPER IIB 

Question 1 

Only a handful of candidates opted for this rubric. The main weakness here was the superficial understanding 

of the nature of William Blake’s awe and fascination of the creature in ‘The Tiger’. The comments made in 

relation to the rabbit as a victim in the Alan Brownjohn poem were far more convincing. Some candidates 

evidenced little to no knowledge of text and fared very poorly.   

Question 2 

This rubric was by far the most popular choice. Most candidates wrote good essays on the subject of pain in 

the two poems indicated. Those responses that evidenced very good knowledge of text and attempted to 

refer to some figures of speech in their commentary fared much better than those whose responses were 

limited to a superficial overview of the poem.  
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Question 3 

A small percentage of candidates opted for this rubric. There were instances of candidates selecting poems 

that were not appropriate given the focus here. The contrast between a calm and chaotic atmosphere is not 

evident, for instance, in Ted Hughes’s ‘Wind’ or Rupert Brooke’s ‘The Soldier’. Candidates who discussed J. 

C. Squire’s ‘The Discovery’ and Wilfred Owen’s ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ could easily outline the contrast 

between calm and chaos in the respective poems. Some of these essays were well-written and evidenced an 

ability to steer clear of summary.   

 

SECTION C – PROSE 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS – PAPER IIB 

Question 1 

Only a handful of candidates answered this question. The essays were vague and did not merit a pass mark. 

Question 2 

This question was not popular with candidates. Essays were valid but unimpressive.   

Question 3 

Only one candidate attempted this question. 

Question 4 

This was a straightforward question about liars and cheaters. The answers were mostly narrative but the 

content was valid.   

Question 5 

This was the least popular question on Dahl. The few candidates who chose this question embarked on a 

trail of narrative and became oblivious to scrutiny. Some candidates mixed up characters and others were 

too superficial in their answers. 

Question 6 

The few candidates who answered this question showed limited knowledge of the stories in question and 

failed to address the rubric. Essays merely consisted of a paraphrase of part of the stories chosen.  

Question 7 

This was the least popular question from the three set on Animal Farm. The few candidates who opted for 

this essay focussed on Stalinist Russia and attempted to explain the allegorical parallelism of Animal Farm 

and the Russian revolution. Thus, the key part of the question where candidates had to write about how 

Animal Farm “is relevant to human society everywhere and at all times” was largely ignored.   
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Question 8 

This was a straightforward question which attracted a popular response. A few essays analysed the 

three characters of the pigs reasonably well. However, many essays tended to focus mostly on 

Napoleon and failed to analyse either Snowball, or Squealer, or both. The weaker essays showed 

limited knowledge of text.Question 9 

This was also a popular question. Most answers showed a good understanding of the various forms of conflict 

in the novel. Candidates mainly referred to the conflict between humans and animals, Napoleon and 

Snowball, and the pigs and the rest of the farmyard animals. The better essays included a more personal 

response, rather than just a summary of incidents in the novel. 

Question 10 

Candidates who opted for this question limited their discussion to the interaction between Bruno and Pavel 

and failed to focus on Lieutenant Kotler as well.  The better answers wrote beyond the incident in the 

question, as they described Pavel’s fear of Kotler and his caring gesture towards Bruno. They also highlighted 

Bruno’s innocence as he failed to understand how Pavel could be a doctor and a servant in their house at 

the same time.   

Question 11 

This was a straightforward question which had a popular response. A handful of candidates showed evidence 

of reasonable knowledge of text and kept focus of rubric in mind. The better answers selected suitable 

evidence and included valid quotations from the text. Having said this, very few candidates went beyond the 

theme of innocence to explore its implications. Most candidates only skimmed the surface and framed their 

work with paraphrase about the characters/plot. As a result, the collective outcome was mediocre, with 

some struggling to score a pass mark.  

Question 12 

Most candidates who opted for this question showed evidence of basic knowledge of the novel. Most essays 

consisted mostly of narration rather than a discussion of the significance of this powerful event in the novel. 

The essays were mostly a showcase of events with barely any proper coherence or direct reference to the 

question. Hardly any answer managed to get a pass mark. 

Question 13 

This was a straightforward question asking candidates to write about two incidents which show The Colonel 

exercising his power over the Peaceful family. However, although some candidates did refer to two incidents, 

such as when the colonel forced Charlie to enlist or when he kills Bertha the dog, the writing was rather 

superficial with hardly any close reference to text.   

Question 14 

This was a popular question. Most candidates wrote about the father’s death at the beginning of the novel, 

and how it affected Tommo and the Peaceful family. The incident depicting Big Joe’s loss of Bertha was 

another popular choice, as was Tommo’s loss of his brother Charlie. Candidates who opted for this question 

showed some evidence of knowledge of text, but hardly any included a personal response. 
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Question 15 

Only a handful of candidates attempted this question. While a few essays showed evidence of very good 

knowledge of text and an understanding beyond the plot keeping the contrast between Mrs Peaceful and 

Grandma Wolf in mind, others were sketchy and limited to elementary character profiling of Mrs Peaceful 

and Grandma Wolf.  The contrast was not brought about properly and, in addition, most answers lacked 

coherence. 

Question 16 

A very straightforward question which was unsurprisingly unpopular with candidates. Candidates who opted 

for this question offered very little character analysis, and personal response.  

Question 17 

This was the most popular question on this novel.  Most responses managed to show how both Nigeria and 

England betrayed Sade and Femi. On the whole, most candidates showed a good knowledge of the novel. 

The better candidates provided a closer reference to text and some personal response.  

Question 18 

Very few candidates chose this question. Responses were generally limited and offered very little analysis, 

especially in relation to the things from the past that Sade refuses to let go of. Attempted essays were mostly 

a narrative of Sade’s past and present.  Most candidates struggled to focus on three things from Sade’s past 

and wrote more in general.  
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