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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for the Special September session was 245, which is 63 

candidates more than in 2019. The number of absentees in September 2020 was 45, with a rate of 18.4%. 

The absentee rate is slightly higher than that of 2019 (17%) and echoes an increasing trend. 
 

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL 

NUMBER 16 31 57 40 27 29 45 245 

% OF TOTAL 6.5 12.7 23.3 16.3 11.0 11.8 18.4 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Religious Knowledge, Special September Session 2020 

B. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
The candidates had to answer all ten questions in Section A, and choose another three questions from 

Section B. The questions in Section A carried 40% of the total marks, with each question carrying four marks. 

Section B carried 60% of the total marks, with each question carrying twenty marks.  

An analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the highest, lowest and average score 

obtained for each question is revealing. 
 

 

Number of 

candidates 

answering  the 

question 

% of total 

candidates 

answering  the 

question 

Maximum 

possible 

mark 

Highest mark 

obtained 

Lowest mark 

obtained 

Average 

mark 

Section A 200 81.6 40 40 14 28.57 

Section B 

Q1 

Q2 

Q3 

Q4 

Q5 

 

126 

64 

180 

185 

39 

 

51.4 

26.1 

73.5 

75.5 

15.9 

 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

 

19 

20 

20 

20 

18 

 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

 

10.6 

12.2 

11.5 

13.9 

9.3 

Table 2: Performance of the candidates on each question. 

Section A 

This section consisted of ten short questions. The overall performance of the candidates was average. A good 

number of candidates performed very well and got more than 30 marks. The majority of candidates had an 

average performance with marks ranging between 20 to 30 marks. Only a few candidates failed to obtain at 

least half of the marks for this section. The following is an analysis of how the candidates answered each 

question in this section. 

Question 1  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the faith of the Church. For most candidates the one 

faith that the Church professes and celebrates transpires from the belief in One God. Others referred to one 

Creed, one Baptism and its source of faith is the Bible. Fewer candidates referred to the salvation brought 
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by Jesus to humanity when he became one of us, the redemption that was achieved through his death on 

the cross and resurrection, conquering evil and death.  

Question 2  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about God’s love. A significant number of answers were 

about God’s manifestations of his love in the Bible, both in the Old and New Testaments. Most mentioned 

that the culmination of God’s love for human beings was Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection from 

the dead. Others mentioned ways how God reveals his love for us in our everyday life. Others mentioned 

the sacraments as signs of God’s love in the form of personal encounters that empower us, especially in and 

through the hardships and anxieties of life. 

Question 3  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the possibility of forgiveness. The majority of 

candidates wrote that forgiveness is possible through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Some candidates also 

said that the act of forgiving others is a prerequisite for having one’s sins forgiven by God. In this way they 

acknowledged the importance of God’s compassion that should also mark the identity of the followers and 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Question 4  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the creation of the human person in the “image of 

God”. Most candidates explained that the human as “image of God” is revealed through the need for love, 

respect, compassion, rationality and solidarity among human beings living in the same society. 

Question 5 

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the teachings of Jesus on prayer. The majority of 

candidates gave correct or partially correct answers. They mentioned the “Our Father” that Jesus taught the 

Apostles and through which we could address God as our “Father” who loves us and provides for our 

everyday life needs. Some responses even explained the different parts of the Lord’s Prayer.  

Question 6  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the cardinal virtues. A considerable number of 

candidates answered correctly by mentioning the four cardinal virtues. However, some candidates confused 

the cardinal virtues with the theological virtues. 

Question 7  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about prayers of praise. Most candidates understand that 

through prayer of praise one acknowledges and praises God for what he is and for what he provides us with, 

as well as for his compassion, blessings and guidance in pain and life’s sufferings. Many candidates 

mentioned the Psalms as the perfect example of prayers of praise. However, some answers incorrectly stated 

that prayers of praise may be addressed to saints. 

Question 8  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about places that help us pray. The majority of candidates 

mentioned churches and other “sacred spaces” that bring communities together in prayer, as ideal places 

for prayer. Many responses stated that one can pray anywhere, as God is present everywhere.  
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Question 9  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the common good. For most candidates the common 

good is comprised of all human actions that somehow have an impact on others, in different ways. This is a 

good but very broad understanding of the concept. Many responses also stated that voluntary work, 

including voluntary charity and solidarity. This implies that such actions are purely disinterested, and one 

could feel satisfied by the act of giving without really sharing any discomfort that vulnerable and poor people 

experience. This is a very limited perspective of the common good. Fewer candidates mentioned the true 

significance of real justice, solidarity, active citizenship and responsible participation in public life and 

responsibility and accountability on the place of work.  

Question 10   

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about Jesus Christ as true God and true man. The majority 

of candidates explained this through examples from Jesus’ life, how he was both human and divine. They 

mentioned and exemplified his human emotions and his divine nature through manifestations like miracles. 

Fewer candidates used technical and theological terminology by referring to the two natures (human and 

divine) in the one Divine Person of Jesus, the distinctiveness of the two natures, and the article professed in 

the Creed.  

Section B 

This section presented five questions, of which the candidates had to answer three in detail. Each question 

carried twenty marks.  

Question 1  

This question tested the candidates' knowledge about the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. One 

hundred and twenty-six candidates answered this question. The majority stated that this sacrament 

originates from the actions of Jesus and that the mandate to cure was handed over to the apostles. 

Nevertheless, very few responses mentioned what happened during the first centuries and the Vatican 

Council II. Overall, most candidates answered the question on the effects of the sacrament correctly 

however, a number of them were unaware of who can administer it.  

Question 2 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the resurrection and external life. Sixty-four 

candidates answered this question. Several candidates highlighted two of the faith foundations for 

Resurrection. Almost all candidates described well the three possibilities of life after death. However, several 

candidates failed to mention or confused the New Testament passage on the universal judgement.  

Question 3 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Second and Third commandments. One hundred 

and eighty candidates answered this question. Various responses confused these commandments with 

other commandments. Those who correctly stated what the second commandment states, answered 

correctly to the first part of the question. For the second part of the question regarding the third 

commandment, candidates only referred to God's creation, rest and Jesus' resurrection. There was no 

mention of the practice of the apostles and the prayer of the people of God. The majority of candidates 

answered the last part of the question correctly. 
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Question 4 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Holy Spirit. One hundred and eighty-five 

candidates answered this question. Very few candidates answered the first part of the question correctly. 

On the other hand, most candidates described very well the mission of the Holy Spirit and explained well the 

two symbols of the Holy Spirit. Some responses correctly mentioned the gifts of the Holy Spirit; however, 

the explanation was lacking and at times incorrect. The incorrect use of the terminology of the gifts, 

especially in the English language was also noted. 

Question 5 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Liturgy of the Church. Thirty-nine candidates 

answered this question. Some of the responses did mention the different aspects of the liturgy; however, 

most responses only mentioned the Eucharist, as the only type of liturgy. Various candidates failed to 

understand the question about the involvement of the Trinity in the Liturgy, and instead only mentioned 

general ideas. 

C. OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

This year’s distribution of grades show that a considerable number of candidates did well in the exam. 

Nonetheless, the examiners note that a number of answers did not reflect the expected level of evaluation 

and depth. The examiners also observed that some candidates did not read or understand the question well. 

Candidates are encouraged to read the instructions and questions carefully before attempting an answer. 

Candidates are also encouraged to improve their linguistic proficiency and writing skills.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  


