
 

 

 

 

Examiners’ Report 
Intermediate Art 
 

Special September Session 2020  

MATSEC 
Examinations Board 



Examiners’ Report (2020): IM Art 

Page 1 of 4 
 

 

     TABLE OF CONTENTS 

      

STATITISTICAL INFORMATION …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………2 

Part IA – Coursework – General Remarks…………………………………………………………………………………………………2 

A(i) Portfolio ……………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………….2 

A(ii) PersonalStudy…………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………......2 

A(iii) Visual Journal………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….3 

Part I B Thematic Project Work ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………3 

Part II – Section A – Work from Observation……………………………………………………………………………..……………3 

Part II – Section B – History of Art………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………….3 

 

 



Examiners’ Report (2020): IM Art 

Page 2 of 4 
 

 A. Statistical Information 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Art was 29. 

The Tables show the distribution of grades obtained for the examination 

Grade A B C D E F ABS Total 

No 1 2 4 4 6 5 7 29 

% 3.4 6.9 13.8 13.8 20.7 17.2 24.1 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Art 2020 Special September Session  

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A - C 7 24.1 

A - E 17 58.6 

FAIL 5 17.2 

Table 2: Candidates’ general performance for the Special September Session 2020 

B. Part IA – Coursework - General Remarks  

In general, candidates presented their work in a well-organized way in line with the requirements of the 

syllabus. The great majority of coursework was presented in a standard commercially-available folder, 

as stipulated in the syllabus, and most candidates presented the various sections of the coursework well 

separated in different folders. Although this is most recommendable, candidates should refrain from 

using metal staples to construct cardboard sub-folders. 

A handful of candidates presented their work loosely in the standard folder. This is to be avoided; each 

section should be separated and clearly marked accordingly. 

 

A(i) Portfolio 

Candidates adhered to the requirements of the syllabus and presented their work on the right number of 

sheets. The average standard of the work presented in this section was quite good, and apart from a few 

exceptions, the work showed structured and coherent material. 

This section should reflect a sustained and holistic artistic education. Candidates should make the best 

possible use of the sheets allocated for the presentation of the work and present a good selection of subject 

matter, media and techniques covered over the two-year course. 

 

A(ii) Personal Study 

In general, the work presented, and the marks obtained in this section reflect those of the Portfolio. There 

were candidates who presented a disjointed and fragmented approach with little attention to a holistic 

development.  

Candidates are urged to select a good subject matter for their title: one which interests them, and which 

lends itself to sustained research and development leading to a final work. Candidates are encouraged to 

make the best possible use of the number of sheets allocated for their project. Excessive use of downloads 
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and other secondary sources which do not contribute to the creative process towards the development of 

the project constitutes a waste of precious space and at times leads to a loss of precious marks. 

 

A(iii) Visual Journal 

In most cases, the input of the candidates in the visual journal and the marks obtained reflect the work in 

the Portfolio. However, in this section there were some noticeable fluctuations. There were candidates who 

did a quantity of work of good quality, but others presented very poor work.  

 

 C. Part I B Thematic Project Work 
As in the previous year, a small number of candidates obtained very high marks in this section, with some 

candidates doing far better in this paper than in the other papers. As with the Personal Study, it is imperative 

that downloads and secondary sources which do not contribute to the creative process should be kept to a 

minimum. Mere downloaded material does not serve as a substitute for the candidates` personal work and 

does not earn the candidate any marks. 

 

 D. Part II – Section A – Work from Observation 
There were a number of candidates who did very well and obtained a high mark, a small number were very 

weak, but the greater number was of an average quality. Greater training in this area of study is 

recommended. 

  

 E. Part II – Section B – History of Art 
As in previous years, a great majority of candidates presented descriptive essays with no reference to 

context, iconography, or oeuvre of the artist whose work was being discussed. Candidates are expected to 

engage in a more contextual manner and discuss the formal qualities of the works of art, whilst reflecting a 

fair level of reading and familiarity.  

 

Chairperson  

Examination Panel 2020 


