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SEC ENGLISH LITERATURE 

MAY 2008 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
Introduction   
The English Literature at SEC level has a useful role in the development of the learner’s interactive 
experience with English. Besides exposing learners to a literary experience and training them in becoming 
proficient in communicating their thoughts effectively through writing, English Literature also facilitates the 
learning process by appealing to their emotive and experiential part of life. Candidates need to understand 
that the value of literature is that it gives us an opportunity to empathise with attitudes, experiences and 
situations that are different from their own and, thus, widen their sympathetic understanding of others. 
 
On a practical level, Paper One of the examination is an example of the balance which can be achieved 
between language and literature. This interface is essential to the maturity and development the learners 
require to become effective communicators and sensitive to the experiences which transpire from literary 
texts during the interactive process of author-text-reader. 
 
In the last report, the notion of the examination as a process was highlighted. However, more importantly was 
the emphasis on the mutability of this process, whereby the syllabus, the teaching/learning experience, the 
examination and the examiners’ report become channels which help the parties directly involved in this 
examination to be ‘in touch’. This year’s candidates’ performance reflects the gradual emerging changes that 
were noted in the 2007 Examiners’ Report. These changes include, (1) an increased sensitivity to literary 
devices; (2) an effort to refrain from narrating. This factor is mainly due to an increased sensitivity to the 
literary text in combination with a good level of linguistic competence.  
 
The examiners were pleased to note that their reports are being read by teachers and that their suggestions 
are being followed up. In fact, this year we have seen a continued improvement in the way the questions have 
been answered. There were many good essays that were well structured, focused and supported by close 
reference to the text.  
 
This year’s performance in Paper One revealed that candidates faired equally well in both Section A (Unseen 
poem) and Section B (Unseen prose passage). In fact, the averages including both options reflect this with 
12/25 and 12.2/25 respectively. These figures confirm the observations made by examiners who have noted 
that the unseen texts were accessible to the great majority of the candidates – both Option 2A and 2B. A 
more detailed analysis of the separate sections attempted by the candidates will follow the Table of 
Distribution of Grades. 
 
STATISTICAL 
DATA The table below summarises the distribution of Grades for Options 2A and 2B 
 
Distribution of Grades 
 

Grade 2A 2B Total % 
1 141 - 141 4.7 
2 176 - 176 5.9 
3 389 - 389 13 
4 429 122 551 18.4 
5 297 233 530 17.7 
6  158 158 5.3 
7  242 242 8.1 
U 377 341 718 23.9 
Absent 18 73 91 3 
Total 1827 1169 2996 100 

 
 
 



SEC Examiners’ Report – May 2008 

 3 

PAPER 1 
 
SECTION A 
 
General 
Comments  
This year’s poem, The Geography of Children, is about a theme to which all the candidates could relate. It is 
about pupils in a classroom and how they experience a geography lesson. Mr Haugh, from the pupils’ point of 
view, is not an ideal teacher and his lesson is not a model example of teaching – the result is that pupils are 
bored and find distractions to while away the time. This is a situation well within the experience of the 
candidates and it explains why practically all of them understood the surface meaning of the poem. What was 
surprising, though, was that many candidates did not sympathise with the pupils; they felt that the pupils, 
however boring the lesson, should have paid attention. And relatively few candidates understood the 
significance of the last line which shows that the poet, Jane Flanders, even ‘now’ she is an adult, feels that 
the interest of the pupils in the ‘here and now’ was more valuable in life than the ‘slog’ in faraway countries 
which had no relevance to their young minds. 
 
It cannot be emphasised enough that candidates for English Literature examination should be made aware 
that reading poetry is not merely an exercise in reading comprehension; in fact, difficult words are explained 
to candidates.  
 
A final hint that may be helpful to future candidates is that they should get out of the habit of repeating much 
of the question as the beginning of the answer. The space in the examination paper is limited and should be 
well utilised. 
 
Specific 
Comments 
  
1 Most of the candidates answered the question correctly. Those who chose the wrong option gave 
undue importance to specific parts of the poem. They need to learn to see the totality of the poem. 
 
2 Although a good number of candidates attempted this question, a good 40% did not manage to get 
the full marks.  The stumbling block was their misunderstanding of the question, in that they ignored the ‘one 
word’ and ‘one phrase’ detail. Sadly enough, a handful of answers provided whole sentences, and not 
phrases, while others gave two phrases instead of one phrase and one word.  This question was quite 
manageable but the students failed to read the question properly.  
 
3 The candidates who either provided (1) one attribute of the teacher and explained it well or (2) two 
adjectives appropriate to the context were awarded full marks, while those who provided only one but 
provided no explanation were awarded one mark. The majority were awarded the 2 marks.   One must remark 
that a small number of candidates wrote down that Mr Haugh was a person of authority, and failed to provide 
either the physical or the emotional attributes connected with the words in quote.  Needless to say, such 
answers were not awarded any mark. 
 
4 Many candidates were awarded one mark because they did not explain fully the effect of the quote.  
They focused on the boring aspect and did not explain why, like for instance, the long sounding vowels (very 
few managed to notice this; in fact, the concept seemed beyond the vast majority) or the lethargic aura the 
words create.  The candidates need to explore and use their imagination much more in such exercises. 
A good number of candidates provided a good answer, showing that they can see multi dimensionally. 
However, in some cases, the answers were superficial and well below the required level. 
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5 A good number of candidates remembered the technical term ‘enjambment’ (not always spelt 
correctly), though most of those who answered this question correctly used the simpler term ‘run-on-lines’. It 
is amazing what a variety of technical terms, irrelevant to the device, the candidates came up with. Perhaps, it 
would be better to concentrate on a smaller number of literary devices and to help students understand their 
effects in different contexts. In fact, those who knew the technical term of the literary device did not always 
understand its effectiveness. 
The second part of the question proved difficult for most candidates — many simply mentioned the boring 
aspect, very few mentioned the idea of a dragging monologue without a pause (which was a key word in this 
question).  Many candidates toyed with the idea that the poet was hurrying the pace so that the lesson would 
pass quickly. A number of candidates managed to get 1 mark when they mentioned at least that the lesson 
was dragging or extremely long and boring.  
 
6 After giving an example of a simile, in the follow-up question, a growing number of candidates 
showed that they know what the examiner is expecting when they are asked to ‘comment on the effect’ of a 
figure of speech. A few even saw the connection between the teacher’s ‘Amazon’ and the children’s’ ‘tropical’. 
However, candidates should always be reminded to refrain from explaining the simile in their own words: 
literature is mainly about interpretation.  
  
7 This was a subtle question and it required a sensitive reading of the poem. A satisfactory number of 
candidates saw the commas as a deliberate attempt by the poet to slow down the rhythm of the poem to 
reflect the slow, monotonous pace of the lesson. Fewer candidates, however, ‘heard’ the sounds of the pupils 
as they fidgeted in class.  
Candidates often complicate what is in reality so simple. Many answers were far fetched, like the idea of the 
sound of the bell which tells the children the lesson is over.  On a positive note, a number of them managed to 
link the /k/ sound with the ticking of the clock, but very few linked the /s/ sound with the idea of imposed 
silence or the whispering of the children during the lesson. 
 
8 A question which proved to be the most difficult. Few candidates realised that in the repetition of 
‘truly’, the poet was showing herself, even as an adult, on the side of the pupils and in sympathy with them. It 
must be said that a number of candidates caught the critical tone in the repetition but assumed that the poet 
was criticising the pupils for their misbehaviour.  
 
9 The large majority of the candidates garnered some marks in this question as it was meant to test the 
overall understanding of the poem. However, relatively few were awarded full marks as candidates tended to 
equate ‘experience’ with ‘behaviour’ and failed to bring out the contrast between the pupils’ interest in their 
immediate surroundings and the teacher’s interest in remote areas – remote, literally and figuratively. 
It is pertinent to point out that no candidate made a reference to the title of the poem; it may be a good idea to 
ask students to reflect on the title of poems, which may sometimes, as in the case of The Geography of 
Children, have hidden meaning. 
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SECTION B 
 
General 
Comments  
The passage was accessible to the great majority of candidates – this is reflected in the performance of both 
option 2A and 2B candidates. This could be seen throughout the answers given, especially where Question 9 
was concerned. The paper B candidates fared fairly well when compared to previous years and there were 
few instances of questions being left unanswered. However, shortcomings were also evident, especially when 
it was clear that candidates failed to read the text more than once and attempted the questions after the first 
reading. Consequently, this led to the candidates’ most common misreading/misinterpretation of the names, 
Sun and Moon – these were often mistaken for ‘planets’ and not children’s names. 
 
One specific example is the reference to Sun’s heaviness which seems to have caused confusion in the 
majority of the candidates’ minds. Many took this heaviness not as an emotional state but rather as a physical 
attribute of Sun. They constantly referred to him as being fat. This misconception influenced their answers to 
Questions 2 and 8. The part in the passage which led to this misreading was when the man pretends to lift 
Sun up and refers to him as a “perfect little ton of bricks!” If one reads the passage carefully, the man who lifts 
Sun up uses only his thumbs to do so.  
 
Some candidates lost marks because they ignored instructions, answered only part of a question due to 
carelessness. They need to be reminded that they should be guided by the number of lines and the marks 
allotted to the question in their answers.  
 
 
Specific 
Comments 
  
1 Most of the candidates chose the correct answer.  
 
2 The majority of the candidates narrowed down on the correct observations that Sun was not a lively 
character. Most answers pointed out only Sun’s reluctance to laugh. Some others mentioned that he doesn’t 
like to laugh and that he is fat. Many failed to realize that Sun was a boy, thus referred to him as she. 
Answers that were completely off the mark were, for example: 
“Sun transmits heat and people are always arguing about it and so Sun is jealous of the Moon.” 
 “In the passage the sun is represented as if she is moon but she is not giving light because the blinds are 
down and she’s in.” 
 
3 There was quite a mixture of responses but generally these indicated that the hyphenated words 
emphasised how tight and long the dress looked on ‘mother’. Marks were awarded to those who made the 
“connection” with the sense of urgency, breathlessness and confusion of the goings on.  
The key to the second part of the question was the word ‘visually’ which some candidates missed and often 
repeated the previous answer. Those who were more accurate in their replies observed how the hyphens 
reminded them of stitches/thread/pins/needles used to affect alteration on the dress. 
 
4 A good number of candidates quoted the correct sentence, but there were some who either quoted 
two sentences or selected the wrong part of the sentence: “But Sun was too heavy for that” – which is not 
good enough and therefore, incomplete. 
 
5 Most candidates answered this question correctly by referring to Sun as hoping the man was not the 
concert. Furthermore, others pointed to the fact that the boy found the man’s banging and jumping as odd.  
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6 Generally, the majority of the candidates rightly pointed out that the repetition of “and then” indicates 
a sequence of events rapidly happening and seeming unending. Other correct responses also indicated the 
childish amazement and sense of curiosity which are also evident. Surprisingly there were some candidates 
for whom this question proved to be somewhat difficult and wrote endless sentences (many verging on the 
nonsensical) trying to hit (and miss) the right answer, for example: 
“An effect that may not end the sentence up short up adding more words to it as if he was reminding of more 
words lately.” 
 
7 The majority of the candidates answered both questions correctly. For the first answer, metaphor 
clearly emphasised the reddish hue of the lights, thus contributing to the magical atmosphere in the room. 
Alliteration was the second preferred choice.  
Unfortunately, some candidates failed to note that the human aspect of the glasses was being highlighted 
through the use of personification and chose to focus solely on the cleanliness of the glasses. 
 
8 As noted in the general comment for the prose passage, many candidates were under the 
misconception that Sun was a fat boy since the man could not lift him up; this influenced the responses to this 
question. While there were good answers, many related it to Sun’s heavy physique and concluded that he 
was greedy and wanted it all for himself. 
A good number failed to sense the idea of beautiful presentation and said he was disgusted with the food that 
cook had prepared because the fish was cooked whole without removing the eyes, head and tail. 
A candidate wrote, “The food was in the form of animals like lions and birds so he thought that they couldn’t 
eat that kind of food.” 
Another wrote, “because knives, forks were sparkling and it’s a pity to eat with them.” 
Moreover, lines 33-34, in the passage, state that ‘Sun and Moon were almost frightened. They wouldn't go up 
to the table at first; they just stood at the door and made eyes at it.’ It goes on to describe with a tone of awe 
how the children were amazed at the spectacle they saw on the table. This confirms that Sun’s utterance 
about the food was more of a product of this sense of awe more than anything else.  
 
9 This is the question which proved to be the most difficult for candidates to answer. Many focused on 
the names and characters of Sun and Moon and stopped there.  The best answers indulged in the 
characteristics of fairy tale elements in the passage – everything is heightened: colours, lights and activities, 
to give the impression that we are in a fairy tale world. Some also noted the children’s point of view – they do 
not quite distinguish between real things and unreal ones.  
However, some candidates could not distinguish between a fairy tale and a cartoon, for example, candidates 
repeatedly noted that one of the characters was called Minnie; it seems that the connection with Disney’s 
cartoon characters, Mickey and Minnie Mouse, influenced their comments on the fairytale effect. 
 
 
 
PAPER IIA 
 
General 
Comments  
There is clear evidence that candidates are being trained in writing good expository literature essays. As 
examiners have noted, answers to drama questions have shown that candidates had a good knowledge of 
the play and were trained in the technique of answering context questions. Whereas, in answers to prose 
questions, candidates like to remain at plot level as it seems to provide a sense of security.  It is important to 
employ all skills (writing, discussion, knowledge of plot) together and keep the question in perspective.  In this 
way, the candidate can obtain a much higher mark, rather than a meagre pass or less. On a more negative 
note, contrary to last year, there was a visible decline in performance where the poetry section is concerned 
and this is evident in the examiners’ comments. 
 
Unfortunately, it is a pity that some students still fail to read the rubric with care and they answer all three 
questions on a given text. Furthermore, as in previous years, the misuse of quotations was evident. 
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Specific 
Comments 
 
DRAMA  
1 This was the most popular choice. Only a few candidates failed to identify the speaker and the part of 
the play from which the extract was taken. However, it seems that the question posed some difficulties since 
a number of candidates did not answer the questions separately and instead wrote an essay which, 
incidentally, made some fleeting references to the questions. 
Answers to part (b) were not always to the point and candidates did not focus on the extract but wrote about 
the character of Lady Macbeth as seen throughout the play. 
In part (c), many agreed that Lady Macbeth was only partly to blame and mentioned Macbeth’s ambition and 
the witches’ influence. Candidates showed a satisfactory knowledge of this part of the play. 
 
2 This was also quite popular but there weren’t so many really good answers Most answers focused 
only on the murders or on the characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth and ignored the other elements of 
evil. Furthermore, in spite of the clear exclusion of the witches in the question, a number of candidates still 
devoted a paragraph or more to the witches. Only the best candidates included references to words, imagery, 
and apparitions that created an atmosphere of evil in the play. 
 
3 All themes were chosen by a good number of candidates; however, the most popular contrasts were 
the ones between: loyalty and betrayal; illusion and reality. These contrasts were generally satisfactorily dealt 
with, though in the case of the first one many did not refer to the scene between Malcom and Macduff. The 
contrast between light and darkness was the least satisfactory Answers tended to deal only with darkness 
and there was no reference to the many images of light and darkness. Some students dealt with all four 
contrasts with the result that answers were very superficial. 
 
4 The 11 candidates who answered this question failed to indicate Antonio’s contribution to the story 
and their essays lacked in detail. 
 
5 Only 9 candidates attempted this question. Part (a) was mostly tackled. Answers were quite good 
with regard to Sir Toby. Some students had difficulty distinguishing between comic and foolish. 
 
6 This question was attempted by 10 candidates and generally, the essays were well argued and some 
answers were good on a personal response level. 
 
7 Many of the candidates who chose this play answered this question. They showed that they were 
sensitive to the theme of human dignity, which is the basic theme of the play. They also showed good 
knowledge of the play as they explained how several, or all, of the soldiers treated the prisoner and 
respected, or not, his human dignity and rights. However, few candidates gave importance to attitudes of the 
minor characters or showed awareness that they, in fact, reflect the attitudes of the “silent majority”.  
 
8 Few candidates chose this question. Candidates were, perhaps, reluctant to attempt an essay on just 
one character. The candidates who chose this question described quite well the confused behaviour of 
Macleish, but few explained effectively the reasons for this conclusion or saw in Macleish the “good guys” 
who are often caught up in the emotional confusion caused by war. 
 
9 The majority of the candidates who chose this play answered this question. Most candidates showed 
they were knowledgeable about the attitude of the main characters to war. A very large majority sided with 
Bamforth; few sympathised with Mitchem and appreciated his moral dilemma. Practically no candidate 
pointed out the irony of the situation where, because of Bamforth’s “heroism”, all the members of the patrol 
(except Johnstone) were killed by the Japenese.  
 
10 There were very few answers to this and they were good. Laura’s character was explored in detail. 
 
11 Few candidates answered this question. Tom’s attachment to his sister was generally in focus, but 
the mother’s attitude to Tom – her nagging and lack of understanding of Tom’s character, were ignored. 
 
12 Only 1 answer and there was no reference to the text or to the devices  
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13 Overall, this question was the most popular choice. It had two parts and the majority of the candidates 
wrote well on the second part showing careful reading of the play. However, in answering the first part, a 
significant number of candidates were misled by the double negative. They thought that Miranda was actually 
putting the blame on Jim rather than sympathising with him, even if she did not want to put the blame bluntly 
on his mother, knowing that Jim was sensitive about this point. 
 
14 Many of the candidates who chose this question wrote well about the difficulties experienced by street 
children who do not have a mother. Some of the answers tended to list episodes which show Mariza’s need 
for a mother but did not always define the role of a mother. Others took the expression, “walk on your own two 
feet”, literally and wrote that, in fact, most of the street kids seem to be doing quite well on their own. Some 
others discussed the role of a mother in general terms with no reference whatsoever to the play.  
 
15 This was a popular choice. The key word in this question was “strange”, in the sense of unusual, not 
normal behaviour. There were some good answers but also some answers in which Mariza’s behaviour was 
not taken into account. 
 
  
PROSE  
1 Few candidates chose this question and those who did had difficulty focusing on the characteristics of 
the place. The responses given were concerned with summarising the main happenings in the novel and 
concentrated on the contrast between the characters in the story dividing them into the bad and the good 
ones. 
 
2 The candidates who opted to answer this question generally gave good responses. The focus was on 
the character of Ida Arnold so somehow this helped candidates stay on track in their answers. The pitfall for 
some candidates was that their answers concentrated on summarising the consecutive actions and incidents 
Ida went through rather than arguing the essay question. 
 
3 The Time Machine does not seem to be a very popular novel.  Those who studied the text mostly 
provided general answers.  The essays were unimpressive, but valid. These focused on the main narrative 
incidents related to the White Sphinx and the Palace of Green Porcelain. None of the candidates pointed out 
the significance of these two monumental buildings and the ugly truth they represented which reflected that 
the future generations become corrupt and decadent.  
 
4 Quite a good number of candidates opted for this question. Many of the essays contained detailed 
descriptions of what occurred between Weena and the Time Traveller and pointed out the significance of this 
relationship. However, there were other responses which showed a lack of ability to translate the material 
studied into an essay.  These candidates did not seem to have invested in this novel, sadly enough. 
 
5 A very popular book with many candidates. Many candidates obtained a pass because they showed 
knowledge of the two texts and were able to compare the behaviour of the husbands in some way or another. 
Those who failed did this because they did not refer to the male behaviour but got lost in summarizing the 
stories in a vague manner. This is dangerous and candidates should be reminded of the importance of 
focusing on the task at hand. A number of candidates managed to leave a good impression; needless to say, 
such essays contained a blend of references and a good personal response.    
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6 Many candidates chose this question; it required an explanation of how Dahl creates tension in two 
different stories. Many stories fit in this category, but not all fit so well. There were candidates who chose 
stories which needed a higher ability of translating the text into the points needed for this particular essay, and 
all the references to back it up.  For instance, a number of these opted for ‘The Umbrella Man’. Although there 
is a slight element of tension there, some candidates found it difficult to prove their point. The result was a 
simple paraphrase with no hint of the tension being built.  Otherwise, a number of other candidates showed a 
good knowledge of the texts and many backed their arguments by making close reference to the text and 
quoting. The most popular choices were: ‘The Landlady’, ‘Man from the South’, and ‘Neck’. However, 
generally the responses neglected the reference to techniques used by Dahl to infuse tension into the stories, 
such as: reference to the hints; the unsaid things; the deceptive characterisation. 
 
7 This was one of the most popular choices for candidates. Clover and Boxer are popular with the 
candidates and generally there were good responses to the essay question. A number of essays were above 
average in quality, they were focused, well argued and extremely fluent. There was a mixture of two types of 
essays. The first type reflected very well on the teaching/learning quality, where the supportive notes added to 
the excellent essay quality but did not impinge on the candidates’ formulation of essay in the examination 
room. The second type revealed an element of compartmentalisation in the mode of teaching, wherein the 
candidates are able to write good essays about characters, themes and plot but are unable to integrate their 
knowledge to provide an analytical and holistic answer. Furthermore, the candidates whose essay belongs to 
the latter type seemed to find it difficult to separate the ‘points listed in notes’ from the actual essay and this 
was done at the expense of coherence and cohesion in the essay. Some essays focused more on the 
character of Boxer rather than that of Clover; thus it reflected negatively in the overall analysis. 
 
8 Not as popular as question 7. A number of candidates managed to strike a balance and discuss how 
Mollie and Benjamin are essential to the message of the novel. A small number of them did not have a clue 
as to who Mollie is and consequently, the whole essay was weak and superficial. Moreover, a number of 
essays consistently commented that Mollie did the right thing in leaving Animal Farm as in this way she 
escaped being betrayed by the pigs and that ultimately she was better off than the rest of the animals. 
Unfortunately, such an interpretation can appear valid at face value but when one considers the overall 
message of the novel, it fails to note that Mollie was also a betrayer in her selfishness. Mollie left because she 
only sought her own self advantage and did not care about the fate of other animals. In fact, this example is 
one of the many instances which reveal that very few compared the animals in focus with the groups of 
people during the Russian revolution. As a result, the underlying message in the novel was not put into focus.  
 
PAPER IIB 
 
General 
Comments 
 
 Similar to the sitting in 2007, even this year has seen some very good essays that were well 
structured; showed a good knowledge of the play and had close reference to the text or were even supported 
by quotations. Clearly, some of the essays in the B paper were as good as those in the A paper. On the other 
hand, there were essays that lacked structure and also showed a poor knowledge of the play. These were 
often limited both in content and delivery, thus reflecting the poorer performance of the B candidates. 
 
 
 
 
Specific 
Comments 
 
DRAMA  
1 This was the most popular question asking the candidates to bring out the salient points until Macbeth 
finally moves ‘with stealthy pace’ towards Duncan’s room. There were some good answers that focused 
mainly on the witches and Lady Macbeth’s part. Few, however, referred to Macbeth’s jealousy of Banquo’s 
sons. 
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2  Despite being the least popular of the three questions, candidates who chose this question tended to 
score well. They wrote about Banquo’s characteristics and his role as a foil to Macbeth, however, many of the 
candidates seemed uncertain what to make of Banquo’s reticence after the murder of Duncan, considering 
his awareness of the witches’ ‘temptation’. Candidates were not expected to go deep into this aspect of the 
play and every sensible interpretation was accepted and rewarded. 
 
3 The tendency in this question was to resort to narrating parts of the play as reasons for finding the 
play interesting. Candidates were expected to refer to one or two aspects of the play and give valid reasons 
why they find it/them interesting.  
 
4 Only 8 answered this question and they were valid answers. The most popular choice was the 
relationship between Antonio and Sebastian. Candidates highlighted that through Antonio, Shakespeare 
explores the themes of true friendship, honour and loyalty 
 
5 No answers. 
 
6 Only 7 answered this question. They were reasonably good answers which focused on the main 
characters. 
 
7 The most popular characters were Bamforth and Mitchem as the character they liked most and 
Johnstone as the one they liked least. Reasons given were valid though some answers were rather sketchy. 
A few chose minor characters but found it difficult to explain why they liked them most or least. 
 
8 The purpose of this question was to give the candidates an opportunity to express a personal 
response while showing a careful reading of the play. However, very few candidates chose this question. It is 
evident, from the general choice of questions that candidates tend to prefer questions that require them to 
write factual essays. 
 
9 The candidates who chose this question did well on the whole. Some were able to indicate the 
various ways in which the prisoner was treated as well as the changes in attitude of some of the officers. 
Other answers were below expectations. 
 
10 This was the most popular choice. Candidates who chose this question faired quite well overall, 
however, some answers were superficial and others did not tackle Amanda and Laura’s disappointment in 
detail.  
 
 
11 There were 2 answers to this question and neither of them was satisfactory. They did not deal 
adequately with the theme. Unfortunately, both Amanda’s pressure on Tom and Tom’s mistaken freedom 
when he joins the army were ignored. 
 
12 Only 6 answered this question. Generally they did not show how Laura deceives herself.  
 
 
13 This question was chosen by several of those who studied these plays. In general, they wrote 
satisfactory essays and brought out appropriate points to show how each member of the Welland family 
helped Jim to understand and accept his situation. The main difficulty lay in explaining the role of Mr Welland. 
High marks were awarded to those candidates who went beyond the details to explain the attitudes and 
qualities needed to fostering a child. 
 
14 This question required a skilful blend of general statements about the life of the street children and 
specific references to the play. Many of the candidates who attempted this question either narrated briefly 
parts of the play or wrote essays on the social problems in Brazil without making reference to the play. It is 
important for candidates to understand that the main purpose of the essay is to show a careful and sensitive 
reading of the play. Essays around the play, rather than about it, are invariably awarded low marks. 
 
15 The main difficulty in answering this question was to identify a clear-cut episode with a beginning and 
an end. Several candidates tend to write brief, superficial summaries of the plays. Others played it safe and 
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chose easily identifiable episodes such as, the final episode in Burning Everest when Jim goes to the quarry, 
and the opening episode in Mariza’s Story when Mariza finds herself alone in the streets. A variety of other 
episodes was accepted. Candidates, however, were expected to show a detailed knowledge of the episodes. 
 
  
PROSE  
1 Few candidates chose this question. The narrative orientation of this question was advantageous for 
some of the few candidates. However, there were those who provided irrelevant information as they got lost in 
the narration. 
 
2 The question was chosen only by a handful of candidates. Tackling each character individually, the 
candidates were able to provide adequate answers. Unfortunately, some candidates included details which 
are irrelevant to the question.    
 
3 This question had a good number of responses. Overall, candidates showed a good knowledge of the 
Eloi and the Morlocks.  
 
4 Only a few candidates attempted this question. There were essays which summarised the main 
incidents showing the initial excitement changing to anger and fear. These responses were adequate but 
often lapsed into a list of irrelevant points. A couple of answers were sketchy, often below average. 
 
5 A popular choice with candidates and in fact many provided good responses and made an intelligent 
selection of the stories which could best back up their arguments regarding dishonest characters. The most 
popular being: ‘The Umbrella Man’, (Boggis from) ‘Parson’s Pleasure’, ‘The Landlady’ and ‘Man from the 
South’. Some essays were painfully superficial and below standard as they merely summarised the stories 
rather concentrating on the corrupt behaviour of the characters. Generally the students seemed to focused on 
the question much more than in previous sessions. 
 
6 This humorous story seems to be very popular with candidates as many opted to answer this 
question. Overall they gave good responses and many pointed out the physical change that Mabel noticed in 
her baby, which is obviously closely connected with her husband’s quip, “We don’t want our little queen to 
catch a cold”. Many candidates narrated the events as they occurred, while others failed to mention that the 
change in Albert and the baby was a result of the ‘royal jelly’ which made them physically resemble a bee. 
This was a crucial point which was neglected by the majority of essays.  
 
7 A popular question with candidates studying Animal Farm. A number of them tried hard to explain the 
quote, showing they had studied the novel. In fact, they introduced and discussed other points like: drinking 
alcohol; sleeping in beds; trading with humans etc…However, there were others whose effort to summarise 
the story made them lose focus of the betrayal of the animals by the pigs and resorted to narrating incidents 
which were irrelevant to the essay. There were other candidates whose response remained superficial and 
vague throughout, thus showing evidence of poor knowledge. 
 
8 This question was a popular choice. There were a few good attempts and candidates were able to 
summarise a particular episode and remain focused on it throughout the essay. The pitfall of many candidates 
who opted for this question was the fact that instead of choosing one episode, they opted to depict several but 
in a superficial manner. It was evident that many candidates did not know the details but rather had a vague 
overall impression of the plot; therefore they did not answer the question adequately.  
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POETRY  
 The following comments are pertinent to both papers 2A and 2B with regards to this section. 
Unfortunately, this year’s level of responses for this section did not reflect the momentum of improvement that 
had been established in the last examination sessions. Although the references to techniques, such as, the 
use of figures of speech, rhythm and rhyme featured in the essays, they were not as positively marked as last 
year’s. In fact, such an improvement was mainly noticeable in the higher grades of the respective Options 
(Grade 1 for 2A and 4 for 2B).  
 
Comments from previous reports regarding memorisation of notes and whole essays are still relevant. 
Candidates still insist on reproducing these notes/essays irrespective of the task required by the question. 
Furthermore, besides the clear irrelevance of the essay content, there is clear evidence of this when 
candidates omit the question number in their scripts in order not to commit themselves to any question. One 
case in point this year was Question 2 in Paper 2A, the examiners repeatedly pointed out that candidates 
attempted to make their prefabricated essay on contrast fit into the question which did not ask for a contrast 
between two poems. 
 
Another recurring shortcoming is the candidates’ tendency to name the literary devices employed within the 
poems but failing to comment in some detail about their effect on the reader, for example, ‘the poet uses 
personification to make the scene more vivid’. Candidates need to be aware of continuity in the approach to 
elaborate on the literary devices, therefore, the skill which they acquire to comment on the effective use of 
these devices in Paper 1 should be extended to the poetry section in Paper 2. They should be encouraged 
not to compartmentalise these skills, so crucial to the metalanguage which needs to be employed in the 
analysis of literary texts.  
 
The following point has appeared in the detailed comments regarding the prose section. In some cases, 
candidates tend to answer the questions by listing a number of points in bullet form instead of developing a 
coherently structured essay. Often, in these cases, even the introduction and conclusion do not serve the 
purpose of opening and closing of arguments necessary for the development of the essay.  
 
This year there was a persistent omission of the poetry section. In fact, at one point, there was a group of five 
consecutive candidates who failed to attempt the questions from this section. Candidates should be made 
aware that such omission could drastically cause their final mark to be lowered. 
 
On a more specific note, for Option 2A, the answers were evenly distributed between the three questions, the 
less popular, by a small margin, being Question 1. There were a few candidates who covered The Calling of 
Kindred as a text book and the majority covered The New Dragon Book of Verse. The poems chosen were 
predominantly Dulce et Decorum est, The Soldier, Anthem for Doomed Youth and there were very few who 
opted for different choices. A very small number covered The Calling of Kindred and the essays by these 
candidates were generally of an acceptable level. Question 3 proved to be particularly tricky; there was a 
general urge to indulge in personal confessions of all types.  Some even refrained from referring to the poem. 
For Option 2B, Question 2 was by far the predominant choice, while Questions 1 and 3 were equally 
unpopular. The candidates mainly provided a summary of the poem and some of them only managed to write 
a few short lines about a poem.  
  
Last year’s report made reference to forthcoming ch anges in the Poetry syllabus. These changes 
have now come into effect with reference to the 200 9 syllabus. Candidates will be expected to study a 
selected number of poems and will be unable to appl y broad pre-studied answers to the examination 
questions. Furthermore, also note the introduction of new prescribed texts for the Prose section. 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
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