
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 
 

THE MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 

 
 
 

 
HISTORY 

 
May 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS BOARD 

 
 
 
 
 



IM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2009 
 

 2 

IM History 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2009 session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Grades awarded in May 2009 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 4 13 17 12 8 11 0 65 
% of Total 6.15 20.00 26.15 18.46 12.31 16.92 0.00 100 

 
There were 65 candidates for the May session and 3 candidates for the September session. The pass rate in 
May was 53 candidates out of 65, with 34 candidates placing in the range of grades A to C. In the 
September session the pass rate was 3 candidates out of 3, with 1 candidate placing in the range of grades A 
to C. 
 
At a general level it was noted that various candidates in the A to C range showed a degree of personal 
effort at further reading and study of the topics in the syllabus. Candidates in this range normally achieved 
a solid factual knowledge of the subject, and may therefore answer the questions with a degree of 
confidence. Essay writing skills varied considerably, especially with regard to a coherent textual structure, 
clear expression and articulation, as well as the proper illustration of ideas by way of select examples. Basic 
skills in essay writing and adequate articulation of ideas should be an essential achievement at this level. In 
the lower range, D and lower, there were evident limitations in the factual knowledge of the subject, as well 
as the ability to write coherently about the chosen topic. In general, it was noted that candidates prefer to 
write descriptive rather than argumentative essays. Note should be taken about evident difficulties in the 
case of several candidates in attempting the questions on textual comprehension. The exercise tests the 
candidates’ skills in reading and understanding a given text in its historical context. A sound factual 
knowledge of the subject is essential, and the exercise should not be regarded as simply an English 
language comprehension test. 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
Section A 
 
Candidates were asked to answer two essay questions.  
 
Question 1(a) tested the ability of candidates to illustrate the socio-economic characteristics of Malta in the 
second half of the nineteenth century, with reference to the Reports of Rowsell, Keenan and Julyan. 
Candidates answering this question showed general familiarity with the main points in these Reports, but 
several answers showed limited knowledge of the socio-economic context of late nineteenth century Malta. 
 
Question 1(b) tested the candidates’ ability to discuss the extent in which the British were keen to retain 
Malta following the initial period of 1800-1814. Several candidates attempting this question took the 
statement for granted and stayed at a descriptive level without considering any possible alternatives to 
British rule. 
 
Question 1(c) referred to the evolution of political parties in Malta between 1880 and 1921. Candidates 
answering this question generally showed a good familiarity with the facts concerning Maltese 
constitutional development.  
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Question 2(a) tested candidates on the objectives of the ‘Concert of Europe’, and the extent of its success. 
Candidates answering this question generally showed they had grasped the basic notion of the ‘Concert of 
Europe’, although several answers revealed limited knowledge of the wider European context. 
 
Question 2(b) referred to the effects of the 1848 revolutions, presenting for discussion the statement that the 
revolutions brought about only cosmetic changes to European politics. Several answers were limited to 
France. A wider European appraisal of the revolutions should be encouraged. 
 
Question 2(c) presented for discussion a statement to the effect that World War I was a direct consequence 
of the Eastern Question. Several answers described the Eastern Question without discussing the statement, 
while others took the statement for granted and described the sequence of events leading to the outbreak of 
hostilities.  
 
Section B 
 
The ability of candidates to read, comprehend and analyse critically extracts from historical texts was 
tested. 
 
Question 3(a) presented candidates with Article IV from the Preliminary Articles of Peace signed between 
France and Britain in 1801. Several answers to this question showed good knowledge of the factual 
background. Nevertheless, a number of candidates failed to distinguish between this agreement, and the 
Treaty of Amiens signed in 1802, despite the fact that it was pointed out in question (i).  The distinction 
between a truce and peace in question (ii) eluded several candidates.  Surprisingly some candidates had 
difficulty in answering question (v). 
 
Question 3(b) was based on an extract from a parliamentary debate in the House of Commons, in July 
1882. While good factual knowledge of Malta’s situation around 1882 was demonstrated in the majority of 
answers, a number of candidates seemed to have some difficulty in explaining in context the references to 
‘a small Ireland in the Mediterranean’ (ii) and ‘the Italian party’ (iii).  
 
Question 4(a) presented candidates with an extract from a Procalamation issued in Rome in 1849 marking 
the setting up of the ‘Roman Republic’. A good number of candidates attempting this question were able to 
place the text in its historical context.  Nevertheless, factual knowledge on the events taking place in Rome 
in 1849 and in particular the French siege, was generally limited (v). 
 
Question 4(b) presented for discussion an extract from Kaiser Wilhelm II’s speech on the outbreak of 
World War I. A good number of answers to this question showed satisfactory knowledge of the factual 
background, and familiarity with the system of alliances (i) and terms like ‘balance of power’ (ii). Some 
candidates had difficulty in explaining the reference to the ‘old and honourable Emperor’ (Francis Joseph 
I), as well as the explanation sought in (iv) with reference to the ‘Austro-Serb conflict’. 
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