
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 
  

SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 
SEC 

  
  
  

GEOGRAPHY 
  

May 2009 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS BOARD 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2009 
 

 2 

SEC Geography 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
For this session, there were a total of 167 candidates for Paper A and 123 candidates for Paper B. There 
were no absentees in Paper I and IIA, while in Paper B there were 13 absentees. Three projects were not 
presented by Paper A students whilst forty-six were not presented by students applying for Paper B.  
 
Table 1 Distribution of candidates’ grades. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 
PAPER 
A 18 48 54 30 10     7 0 167 
PAPER 
B       15 22 25 16 32 13 123 

TOTAL 18 48 54 45 32 25 16 39 13 290 
% OF 
TOTAL 6.21 16.55 18.62 15.52 11.03 8.62 5.52 13.45 4.48 100 
 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
2.1 GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Tables 2 and 3 represent the percentage response for each question in each paper. The percentage is worked 
out from the number of scripts received, therefore excluding the absentees. 
 
Table 2. Paper A – percentage response. 
Paper I Paper II 
Question 
Number 

Actual Number of 
Candidates 

Percentage 
(%) 

Question 
Number 

Actual Number of 
Candidates 

Percentage 
(%) 

1 167 100 1 71 43 
2 167 100 2 27 16 
3 13 8 3 74 44 
4 62 37 4 19 11 
5 125 75 5 76 46 
6 31 19 6 128 77 
7 37 22 7 145 87 
8 50 30 8 38 23 
   9 42 25 
   10 44 26 
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Table 3. Paper B – percentage response. 
Paper I Paper II 
Question 
Number 

Actual Number of 
Candidates 

Percentage 
(%) 

Question 
Number 

Actual Number of 
Candidates 

Percentage 
(%) 

1 110 100 1 102 94 
2 110 100 2 98 91 
3 17 15 3 17 16 
4 66 60 4 17 16 
5 55 50 5 25 23 
6 18 16 6 63 58 
7 22 20 7 11 10 
8 73 66 8 40 37 
   9 13 12 
   10 44 41 
 
 
The response, shown in Tables 2 and 3 above clearly demonstrates a distribution of answers with a number 
of questions getting small number of responses. The most evident is Question 3 in Paper 1 (both A and B 
Papers), Question 4 in Paper IIA and Question 7 in Paper IIB. There is also an evident preference for 
Question 5 in Paper 1 with 75% of Paper A candidates attempting the answer. In Paper IIA there were 
evident preferences for Questions 6 and 7, and a slight preference is given to Questions 5, 6 and 10 in Paper 
IIB.  
 
The distribution of grades is consistent with previous years showing a relatively stable pattern of 
preparation of candidates sitting for the Geography SEC, over the past 2 -3 years. 
 
The Board, however, is very disappointed to see once again many candidates applying for the Paper B and 
not presenting their fieldwork projects and/or not sitting for the examination. Like last year, there are a 
number of absentees for Paper B and projects not presented.  
 
 
2.2 Comments regarding Fieldwork reports 
 
Following the moderation of projects, comments were collected by the SEC moderators in the various 
schools. These notes are reproduced in this report. 
 
Overall the reports of moderators point towards a satisfactory and good level of project work in the 
moderated sample. Fieldtrips are followed up well in class, and even though some moderators report little 
hands-on in the field this is compensated by class work. Another remark points towards the need for more 
analytical approaches to the projects, as well as use of tools. 
 
Projects should be less descriptive in some areas and focus on the geographic aspects of their project or 
case study. Reference is made once again to the Geographic Association (UK) which has a number of 
teaching aids in this respect both for students and teachers to explore (http://www.geography.org.uk/) 
 
In conclusion, the way students have proceeded in their Projects follow the criteria proposed by MATSEC 
in the Feedback Sheets.  
 
The next section is divided into three, each dealing with an in-depth analysis of the questions for each 
individual paper, with general remarks on the responses given by the candidates. 
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2.3 Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Question 1 
 
As a compulsory question this was answered by all candidates. The overall answers to this question by 
Paper A candidates were correct with the relevant measurements and compass directions estimated 
correctly by most candidates. However, a number of candidates found it difficult to express themselves in 
part (e) in using the contour details to write a paragraph on the agricultural potential of the area and its flow 
of rainwater. On the other hand, candidates sitting for Paper B performed poorly showing that candidates 
were not prepared to answer this question. Most of the relevant measurements and compass directions were 
estimated incorrectly. Many candidates found it difficult to string together a few sentences to answer part 
(e). 
 
Question 2 
 
Paper A candidates answered this question in a very satisfactory manner with most candidates identifying 
correctly six out of eight locations and environmental hazards asked about. Part (c) dealing with describing 
the vegetation cover was also answered well with some interesting descriptions and valid impacts of human 
habitation over particular vegetation. As for Paper B candidates the answers were probably the best overall 
with one-third of the candidates identifying correctly with the sites indicated.  Some candidates provided 
good answers to the third part of the question as well. 
 
Question 3 
 
Only 13 out of a potential 167 candidates attempted this question amongst Paper A candidates. With the 
overall result of providing full answers to demonstrate knowledge of Karst landscapes. Some of the figures 
accompanying the text were detailed. Only 4 out of the 17 candidates sitting for Paper B and who attempted 
this question obtained enough marks to pass. Knowledge of Karst and its environments was rather poor in 
this group. 
 
Question 4 
 
Sixty-two Paper A candidates attempted this question. Overall the answers were very good in particular to 
parts (b) and (c), however a major problem was identified in the definitions given to 'drainage basin' by 
some candidates, some not even knowing what it stood for, some answers were atrocious. On the other 
hand, for candidates sitting for Paper B this was the most popular question selected by 66 out of 110 
candidates. Some excellent answers were evident especially those presented by the candidates who 
eventually obtained the better marks and at the level of candidates who sat for Paper A. 
 
Question 5 
 
Almost three-quarters of the candidates sitting for Paper A attempted this question with some excellent and 
well-illustrated answers. The concept of plate movements and continental drift is well understood. Almost 
one-half of the candidates sitting for Paper B attempted this question. Again in these cases the concept of 
plate movements and continental drift is well understood. In addition there were some excellent diagrams 
illustrating the processes and movements involved. 
 
Question 6 
 
Most of the 31 answers submitted for this question by Paper A candidates were well illustrated with correct 
knowledge about the main theme and with precise understanding of the difference between constructive 
and destructive waves. As to the examples of coastal protection and management candidates chose 
examples both from the local and also from the foreign shores. In Paper B only 18 candidates selected this 
question, eight of whom obtained a mark above 10 out of 20. Knowledge about the main theme was 
insufficiently presented by most candidates and the difference between constructive and destructive waves 
was in these cases imprecise. 
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Question 7 
 
Thirty-seven candidates who sat for Paper A attempted this question. Knowledge about glaciation and 
glacial processes proved to be correct and most candidates also provided accurate definition of the key 
terms asked for in the last part of the question. In Paper B 22 candidates attempted this question, with 11 
obtaining a pass mark. Knowledge about glaciation and glacial processes proved to be rather poor and the 
candidates who failed found it difficult to provide the proper definitions to the key terms asked for in the 
last part of the question. 
 
Question 8 
 
About 30 per cent of candidates sitting for Paper A selected this question. The overall result was correct 
knowledge of the influence of the Atlantic Ocean and the desert in North Africa on the Mediterranean 
climate. The interpretation of the weather chart was also correctly developed by most candidates. About 
one-third of the candidates sitting for Paper B selected this question. The overall result was that knowledge 
of the influence of the Atlantic Ocean and the desert in North Africa on the Mediterranean climate was 
poorly shown by two-thirds of those answering the question. The interpretation of the weather chart was 
also incorrectly developed by the candidates who failed to obtain the required pass mark. 
 
 
2.4 Comments regarding Paper 2A 
 
The level of the responses was good and in several cases, the outcome was excellent. There were only few 
examples of scripts which were definitely very much below than the usual average level of the results in 
SEC Geography.  The level of the carrier language is very satisfactory but in some scripts the poor hold of 
the English language impinged on the clarity of the geographical points and concepts.  Besides this, as this 
report will indicate, many mistakes and deficiencies, with little effort from teachers and tutors, can be 
avoided by future candidates for this examination. 
 
Question 1 Urbanisation and LEDCs urban models 
 
The majority knew well how to define the term ‘urbanisation’ but then many candidates instead of 
providing examples of millionaire CITIES, simply mentioned COUNTRIES which include millionaire 
cities. Many candidates provided good answers in their attempt to describe the urban model for LEDCs and 
some even compared this with Hoyt’s and Burgess’s models. 
 
Question 2 Economic implications related to farming & about organic farming 
 
For some reasons, few candidates chose this question. The responses in connection with the economic 
implications related to farming were very varied… many focused on the micro impacts (as weeds and 
parasites) but some others referred to macro implications (as mechanisation).  There were no references to 
the impacts of the CAP. As regards the sections about organic farming, some candidates attempted to 
respond without having an idea of the meaning of this activity.  Most of these answers referred to organic 
farming as though they were referring to intensive farming. 
 
Question 3 Causes and effects of global warming; & one particular man-made environmental 
disaster 
 
With regard to global warming, many candidates mixed up the concept of the greenhouse gases 
accumulating in the troposphere with the other problem of ozone depletion in the upper part of the 
atmosphere, namely the stratosphere. Because of this, some candidates expressed the knowledge that ozone 
depletion is the only cause of global warming and did not show that they knew about the impact of the 
accumulation of carbon dioxide and other gases within the lower part of the atmosphere, namely the 
troposphere. 
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The rest of the question about the impacts of global warming and one case study of a man-made disaster 
brought about quite satisfactory responses. There were only few cases that opted to mention natural 
disasters as being caused by human beings e.g. the effects of tsunamis. 
 
Question 4 HDI as a measure of development; trade and development; & benefits of aid schemes. 
 
The very low number of candidates who chose this question shows that the majority found this question 
either difficult or rather awkward to provide a quality answer. Many of the 19 candidates knew well the 
workings of the Human Development Index and the indicators monitoring each country. 
 
Again, about how trade affects development, the responses were quite good. However it was part (c) of this 
question which had the most varied levels of responses.  This part referred to kinds of aid schemes for 
meriting countries: some candidates were somewhat aware of some aid schemes coming forth from IMF, 
World Bank, USA and EU. Some answers even referred to problems of effectiveness of some of these aid 
schemes, due especially to the still prevalent north/south divide in the present world order. However, some 
candidates were too general and failed to suggest benefits of the types of aid schemes mentioned. 
 
Question 5 The four industrial sectors; characteristics and effects of the tertiary and quaternary 
sectors 
 
The majority answered correctly with reference to the primary and secondary sectors of economic 
activities. As regards the tertiary sector some candidates seem to think that this type of industry is only 
connected with jobs related to tourism, while others consider all the ills of urbanisation as being provoked 
by this sector only. Some candidates even expressed the opposite view, namely that the tertiary industry is 
totally environmentally friendly. Then, many did not explain the quaternary sector in the right way; many 
thought that this sector is exclusively connected to IT when it is actually an umbrella sector for research 
and development in all the other three sectors.    
 
Question 6 The stages of the Demographic Transition Model; & the decline of the death rate  
 
A very popular theme with most candidates providing many detailed answers, especially as regards the 
stages of the Demographic Transition Model and their characteristics.   There were some mistakes in 
indicating the demographic stage for Italy, Bangladesh and Malta, while some candidates went into further 
detail than requested by e.g. indicating Malta as being in stage 3 but moving towards stage 4.  The latter 
answers and similar to these were considered correct by the examiners. 
 
Question 7 Factors of migration towards towns; & implications on rural societies and the 
environment 
 
This was the most popular question and the main topic, no wonder, was ‘migration’.  The definition was 
generally very correct, as were the description of the factors for rural depopulation.  But then for the last 
part of the section, many candidates failed to understand this part of the question (carrying 12 marks) and 
were completely out of point:  in fact, many mentioned consequences of migration on the urban 
environment, when the examiners were requesting the impacts of rural depopulation on RURAL 
SOCIETIES AND ENVIRONMENTS, and therefore the consequences on those who stayed behind in their 
rural settlement. Candidates should read the questions set well and avoid such pitfalls. 
 
Question 8 Physical features which favoured early settlements; & functions of modern settlements  
 
Only a small percentage chose this question but the responses were generally very good and details exact.  
For part (a), the exact factors which had conditioned site of early settlements were mentioned and many 
candidates even expanded further upon these factors.  Again, for part (b) the functions of modern 
settlements were correctly listed and in many cases defined in detail 
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Question 9 Trends in public transport use and private car ownership; problems caused by the latter; 
some solutions to these problems 
 
As usual in many questions referring to the Maltese context, many candidates tended to concentrate on their 
own experiences.  The first part re: reasons behind trends of public transport use and car ownership (with 
reference to provided graphs), candidates provided many interpretations, with some points being built on a 
solid arguments but some others being superficial or inexact answers (e.g. car ownership increased because 
prices of cars decreased).  In part (b) all candidates did well re: the problems associated with the increase of 
private cars on Malta’s roads. 
 
For part (c), candidates had to suggest solutions for problems indicated in part (b).  Even though, a printing 
error in the exam paper which referred mistakenly to part 7(b)  instead of 9(b) might have confused the 
candidates, there was only one candidate who attempted to refer to 7(b) and this candidate was given the 
full 5 marks which this part carried.  One other noted this printing mistake and corrected it accordingly.  All 
candidates did very well and provided many valid suggestions which might solve the problems provided by 
the increase of private cars on our roads. 
 
Question 10 Factors which are leading to the decrease in tourism in Malta. Some measures which 
may boost tourism in Malta    
 
The answers for the first part provided much varied valid points;  one set concentrated more on external 
causes (mainly with reference to the present international financial crisis), whilst some others referred more 
to local causes (mainly related to negative environmental impacts and the rapid rate of inflation). 
 
For the second part, many of the candidates who opted for this question provided several practical 
suggestions; some others, however, were rather vague or superficial, in some cases, mentioning obvious 
remedies to problems suggested in the first part of the question e.g. inflation calls for decrease in prices. 
 
 
2.5 Comments regarding Paper 2B 
Overall the candidates did not provide sufficient examples, whilst descriptions of diagrams left much to be 
desired and the use of the English language (although students were not penalised for grammatical errors) 
was well below the standard expected at this level.   
 
Question 1 Migration 
 
The high response to this question evidently reflects the current situation in Malta.  Students are well aware 
of the problems, which was reflected in the knowledge of the meaning of “forced migration”.  However, it 
was clear that students did not really go into detail on the definitions of “voluntary migration” as answers 
reflected always reasons regarding work or education.  No one mentioned the different types of migration 
involving voluntary e.g. temporary for transhumance and so on.   
 
Most students did not answer correctly Question 1 C.  They did not have a clear understanding of 
“Mediterranean countries”. Some answered Cuba, England, Canada, Mexico, Philippines, Chinese, U.S., 
whereas others were not aware that for instance Sicily forms part of Italy as a country and so included 
Sicily as a separate country from Italy. 
 
Question 2 Energy 
 
This question also reflects the direction of local Government policy and the information that Government is 
disseminating.  Most of the students mentioned non-renewable energy that is suitable for the Maltese 
Islands as being solar energy and wind energy.  This shows that students are aware of the need for 
renewable energy.  However, they were very limited to giving examples of solar water heaters and wind 
farms in the sea.  This again shows that they have limited knowledge of the science and are aware only of 
the current affairs in the Country. 
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Question 3 & Question 4 Farming and Industry 
 
These questions tackled Farming and Industry and were answered by 16 per cent of the candidates.  They 
were not very popular with the candidates.   
 
Question 5 Aid 
 
Most of the students knew the answers to this question, although most of the time their descriptions in 
answering and giving examples left much to be desired. 
 
Question 6 Tourism 
 
This was another popular question with 58 per cent of candidates attempting it.  The descriptions indicate 
that the candidates do not really know how to interpret diagrams and lack practice in analysis and research 
techniques.  This was again repeated later on with Question 10. 
 
Question 7 & Question 8 Urbanisation and Population 
 
The most common mistake was in question 8 as students did not really understand the difference between 
physical and human factors.  With regards to explanations on “urbanisation”, these together with relevant 
examples were limited. 
 
Question 9 Settlement 
 
Most of the students did not know the exact meaning of “site” and did not provide examples when defining 
“wet-point” and “dry-point”.  
 
Question 10 Transport 
 
This question was quite popular with the candidates.  As stated in question 6 the candidates show that they 
lack skills in interpretation of diagrams.  Some described what they were seeing without trying to give 
reasons.  Others did not even try to explain the diagram and discussed transportation.  Nevertheless, most 
students were competent in the knowledge of the negative impacts of traffic and knew measures to reverse 
the trends of increased private car use. 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners  
May 2009 
 


